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Map  of  the  Seat  of  War 


HOLLAND 

During  the  Campaign  of  1 793-4. 


CAMPAIGNS 

IN 


FLANDERS  AiND  HOLLAND. 


INTRODUCTION* 

In  selecting  for  publicatioii  those  parts  of  my 

father's  MSS.  which  refer  to  the  events  in  the 
Low  Countries,  in  1793-94,  I  have  been  encou- 
raged by  the  conidctioii  that  those  events  are  of 
importance  both  to  the  military  and  the  general 
reader. 

His  lettm  convey  an  impression  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  of  the  British  Army  under 

his  command,  more  favourable  than  that  which  is 
genenUly  received;  and  they  afford  warning  and 

B 


Digrtized  by  Google 


2  JOURNALS  AND  CORRBSPONDENCE 


instractioii,  wbich  may  prove  valuable,  if,  unhappily, 
we  should  be  again  engaged  in  warfare  in  the  same 
countries. 

From  the  opening  of  the  campaign  until  after  the 

route  of  tlic  Camp  dc  Cesar,  about  August  13, 
1793,  when  the  allied  armies  divided,  and  the  Duke 
of  York  Inarched  towards  Dunkirk,  our  arms  met 
with  uninterrupted  prosperity.  From  that  p^od, 
until  we  were  driven  out  of  Holland,  during  the 
rigorous  winter  of  1794-5,  our  occasional  successes 
were  deeply  chequered  by  reverse.  In  the  letters 
and  journals  contained  in  these  pages,  we  may  loam 
with  equal  exactness  the  causes  of  success  and 
defeat.  In  driving  the  Frraich  out  of  the  Low 
Countries,  we  were  in  reality  fighting  in  defence  of 
England;  but  tlirough  the  continuance  of  that 
mercy  with  which  Providence  has  for  centuries  past 
exempted  England  from  bemg  the  seat  of  foreign 
war,  the  scene  of  action  lay  on  the  banks  of  the 
Scheldt  and  Samhre,  and  not  on  those  cf  the  Thames. 

3o  loiig  as  we  were  truly  cairying  on  a  defen- 
sive war,  and  driving  the  French  within  their  own 
tmitories,  our  efbrts  were  crowned  with  success. 
In  these  letters,  a  warning  was  given  that  we 
osgbt  to  content  ourselves  with  this  ai^iievement; 
and  that,  having  repelled  the  aggression  of  France, 
«  '^fonmd  movement  of  tiie  allied  amues  was  to 
be  dqfsreoated,  as  likely  to  unite  aB  parties  in  that 
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country;'**  that  we  had  accomplished  our  task  by 
eD&uring  the  safety  of  our  own  country ;  but  that  if 
we  eoDverted  our  position  from  one  of  defence  to 
one  of  aggrmion^^if  w«  endeavoured  to  invade 
France,  and  ourselves  indulge  a  love  of  conquest — 
we  should,  by  our  own  conduct,  put  an  end  to  the 
internal  divisions  of  the  FVendi,  combine  the  whole 
nation  as  one  man  against  us,  and  entail  on  ourselves 
all  the  grievous  disastei^s  which  can  be  inflicted  by  a 
great  military  nation,  who  believe  that  they  are 
struggling  for  existence. 

Thejwai  iiing  was  given  in  vaiu«  No  sooner  was 
Ae  war  of  defence  converted  into  one  of  ambition^ 
than  our  successes  were  changed  into  defeats.  Our 
allies  proved  to  be  pertidious,  and  the  great  combi- 
nation ^i^uch  had  actueved  such  important  results^ 
crumbled  to  pieces.  The  unhappy  inhabitants  of 
the  Low  Countries  became  tlie  victims  of  their 
attachment  to  Austria  and  of  their  friendship  for  us. 
Within  the  space  of  eight  months  we  sustained  a 
series  of  defeats,  and  lost  all  the  advantages  which 
we  had  obtained  by  the  expenditure  of  so  much 
Mood  and  treasure. 

Yet  the  conduct  of  our  troops  and  of  their 
General  was  blameless.  The  Duke  of  Ywk  never 
had  the  command  of  the  army.   The  commanders 

*  letters,  April  17  and  26,  1793. 
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were,  first  the  Priaoe  of  Cobourg,  afterwards  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria.  The  Duke's  numbers  were  never 
such  as  to  enable  him  to  oope  single-handed  with 
the  enemy.  At  the  battle  of  Turcom  (May,  1794), 
60,000  French  assailed  the  c()Uiimi>  under  the  Duke 
of  York  and  General  Otto,  wiiich  consisted  of  only 
40,000,  while  such  was  the  bad  generalship  of  the 
allied  Commander-in-chief,  that  47,000  Austrian 
soldiers  were  within  a  day's  march,  but  were  not 
brought  up  to  take  part  in  the  engagement;  and 
after  the  end  of  May,  when  the  Imperial  Cabinet 
decided  on  relinquishing  the  Low  Countries  and 
their  troops  retired  towards  the  Rhine,  the  Duke's 
army  consisted  of  not  more  than  half  as  many 
soldiers  as  the  Fiunch,  which  inequality  of  force 
was  increased  by  the  diminution  of  his  army  and 
the  augmentation  of  that  of  Fichegni,  so  that 
when  forced  across  the  Meuae  and  the  Waal,  he 
could  not  bring  into  the  fidd  more  than  a  third, 
or  even  a  fourth  as  many  men  as  the  enemy. 

Our  system  was  entirely  dependent  on  the  co- 
operation of  our  allies.  Tluil  the  Duke  of  York  and 
the  army  under  iiis  command  nobly  did  their  duty, 
will  be  proved  by  the  facts  narrated  in  these  pages, 
and  IS  abundan%  testified  by  Hardenberg,  Jomini, 
and  others,  and  by  the  public  declarations  of  the 
Conmiander-in-chief.  That  our  defeats  arose  from 
our  system  of  subsidies  to  foreign  powers,  firom  the 
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baseness  and  treachery  which  pervaded  their  Cabinets, 

and  from  the  incapacity  of  their  generals,  is  the 
necessary  inference  from  these  MSS.  And  it  will 
equaUy  ^'appear  that  our  impolicy  was  unceasingly 
deprecated  in  the  communications  made  from  the 
British  head-quarters,  while  our  government  received 
r^eated  warnings  that»  "  under  Providence,  England 
must  place  confidenoe  in  herself  alone." 

I  cannot  believe  that  the  lesson  placed  before  us 
in  these  pages  is  without  instructioa  in  these  days. 
We  have  here  a  brief  history  of  a  war  in  the  Low 
Countries.  The  campaign  of  Waterloo  was  not  a 
war  of  detail.  It  was  the  preparation  for  one  suc- 
oessful  battle,  and  the  achievement  of  one  mighty 
victoiy.  Subject  to  that  exception,  the  war  in 
1793-94  was  the  last  waged  by  us  in  that  country. 
I  earnestly  trust  that  we  may  not  witness  another 
£tn*opean  war.  Should,  however,  such  a  calamity 
occur,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  same  country 
may  be  the  seat  of  a  future  contest. 

Thus,  in  respect  of  the  seat  of  war,  the  events  of 
the  past  iiiiiy  be  instructive  fur  the  future.  Nor  will 
this,  in  all  probabihty,  be  the  sole  point  of  similarity* 
The  same  questions  will,  no  doubt,  arise  as  to  sub- 
sidies and  allies.  Human  nature  wiD  be  the  same. 
There  will  be  the  same  avidity  for  the  acquisition  of 
English  gold,  the  same  desire  of  each  nation  to  spare 
hersdf»  and  to  compass  her  own  individual  objects. 
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I  win  not  for  one  instant  suggest  that  there  wiQ  he 

tlic  same  perfidy  in  foreign  Cabinets.  I  do  not 
doubt  that^  were  this  sad  oondngeni^  to  arise,  thej 
wodd  he  animated  hy  morality  of  a  very  different 
standard.  Still,  between  ourselves  and  other  Euro- 
pean nations^  there  would  always  be  great  points  of 
difference  and  probabilities  of  disagreement.  Ima- 
gine, for  instance,  an  alliance  with  Austria.  Our 
ministers  at  home,  our  commimders  abroad,  our 
forces  by  sea  and  land,  would  manifest  on  all  occa- 
sions their  hostility  to  oppression,  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical. The  war  would  assuredly  be  tinged  with 
deep  religtous  feeling;  and  a  foreign  government 
devoted  to  Rome  would  anticipate  in  the  triumphs  of 
England  no  small  danger  to  the  very  existence  of  the 
Papacy.  Thus  there  would  be  room  for  the  same 
distrust  of  foreign  alliances,  though  it  would  be 
grounded  on  somewhat  different  principles.  There 
would  be  a  like  necessity  for  the  manly  advice  re- 
peatedly urged  in  these  MSS:  ''Iiet  us  trust  to 
nothing  but  God  and  to  ourselves^  on  nothing  dse 
can  we  rely  with  safety." 

Trusting,  then,  entirely  to  our  own  exertions,  we 
should  find  in  this  history  how  urgent  is  the  necessity 
for  ceaseless  activity  in  every  branch  of  the  services 
connected  with  war.  Recruits  were  sent  to  the  army 
imperfecdy  dad,  insufficiently  fed,  even  without  arms. 
Our  navy  did  not  co-operate  with  our  army.  One 
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Gommander  did  not  bring  to  another  the  succour  that 
was  promised.  Of  these  errors  we  here  read  the 
effects^  and  a  careful  oonsideration  of  the  nanrative 
may  contnbuto  to  prevent  the  recurrenoe  of  omilar 
evils.  Indeed,  when  we  remember  tliat  the  Duke  of 
York,  who  was  CommaDder^'m-chiief  during  the  war 
in  the  Peninsula  and  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  gained 
his  first  experience  in  tiiese  camp;iiLais,  and  that  in 
one  of  them  our  late  illustrious  General  tot 
encountered  the  French  army,  we  may  perhaps  be 
justified  in  saying  that  the  lessons  painlfully  taught 
in  them  were  not  without  effect  in  the  Femnsuiar 
War. 

Since  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  these 

subjects  have  acquired  a  new  interest  and  inipurtance. 
His  existence  was  a  source  of  safety — the  very  &ct 
that  he  was  there  to  advise  with^the  great  man, 

wliose  invariably  ruliniz  motive  was  tiie  good  of  his 
countr}'.  Now  that  it  has  been  the  will  of  the 
Almighty  to  take  feom  us  him  who  was  spaaeed  to  us 
so  long,  we  must  all  feel  the  urgent  necessity  of  being 
the  more  ready  to  meet  any  contingency  that  may 
arise,  and  to  profit  by  any  warnings  which  former 
wars  may  have  afforded  us. 

But  I  must  not  attribute  too  much  importance 
to  the  matter  which  I  introduce  to  the  public. 
I  am  very  conscious  of  the  deep  feelings  of 
partiality  with  which  I  regard  all  events  cuunected 
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witb  my  Other's  memory.  Id  requesting  the 
indulgeDGe  of  my  readers,  I  can  most  sincerely  say 

that  I  have  carelLilly  studied  bre\'ity  in  the  selection 
of  the  letters  and  passages  of  the  jouraal»  and  that 
I  have  endeavoured  to  exdude  from  publication  all 
matters  of  merely  a  personal  interest. 

My  father  embarked  for  Holland  a  Lieutenant 
and  Captain  in  the  Coldstream  Guards.  When  the 
British  force  joined  the  allied  army  near  Toumay, 
and  arrived  in  truut  of  the  enemy,  the  Duke  of 
York  was  created  a  general,  and  my  Either  was 
appointed  one  of  his  aides-de-camp.  In  this  posi- 
tion, he  had  the  opportunity  of  making  himself 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  war, 
and  of  learning  the  circumstances  under  whidi  the 
several  events  took  place. 

He  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  having  been  engaged 
previously  in  very  arduous  service  in  the  Americiui 
War.  In  January,  1788,  he  had  left  England  to  join 
his  regiment,  the  23  rd  Welch  Fusileers,  when  only 
fifteen  years  old.  His  corps  formed  part  of  the 
expedition  to  Carolina,  under  Lord  Comwallis. 
After  taking  Charlestown,  the  British  army  uih  .inccd 
into  the  interior,  with  the  view  of  aifording  succour 
and  countenance  to  the  Loyalists;  and,  during  the 
whole  of  the  very  harassing  warfare  in  which  my 
father  was  engaged,  he  kept  his  daily  journal, 
describing  every  march  and  every  action.  His 
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observatioiis,  when  Lord  Cornwanis  came  to  the 

Duke  of  York's  head- quarters,  in  July,  1794,  show 
the  r^ard  and  reverence  which  he  entertained  towards 
hU  former  commander.  He  always  spoke  warmly 
of  the  hi<2:h  military  qualities  displayed  by  Lord 
Cornwallis  during  the  American  campaigns,  and 
of  the  extreme  hardships  cheerfuUy  submitted  to 
by  him,  as  wdl  as  by  his  army,  who  were  encouraged 
and  animated  by  seeing  their  General  endure  every 
privation^  and  encounter  every  peril. 

Lord  ComwalHs's  army  surrendered  prisoners  of 
war  at  York  Town,  on  October  17,  1781,  and  my 
&ther  remained  a  prisoner  until  the  peace,  returning 
to  England  in  February,  1784.  Early  in  1790  he 
exchanged  into  the  Coldstream. 

Before  proceedmg  with  the  manuscripts  I  will 
remind  the  reader,  in  a  few  words,  of  the  position 
of  the  belligerent  parties  at  that  period. 

In  April,  1792,  Louis  XVI.  gave  a  reluctant 
consent  to  the  declaration  of  war  against  Austria 
and  Brussia.  He  still  maintained,  personally,  an 
amicable  understandmg  with  those  courts;  and,  in 
June,  recommended  a  manifesto  to  be  issued  by 
them  on  entering  the  French  territory.  It  breathed 
good-will  and  regard  towards  himself  and  the  French 
nation,  and  abjured  any  thought  of  conquest  or 
desire  to  interfere  in  the  internal  government  of 
France.    It  declared  that  the  only  object  of  the 
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AIHed  Powers  was  to  eDable  the  nation  to  fe-estaUish 

freedom  on  a  sure  foundation,  and  to  set  it  free  from 
the  Jacobin  fstction,  which  tyrannized  over  both 
court  and  peopi^  and  was  determined,  fog  ol^ects 
of  persona]  interest,  to  plunge  France  into  a  war  of 
aggressioQ  on  other  states. 

Louis  predicted^  with  a  sagacitjr  which  cannot  £ul 
to  obtain  our  admiration,  the  evils  which  a  contrary 
conduct  would  bring  on  himself  and  on  France. 
^'  He  besought  the  emigrants  to  take  no  part  in  the 
war;  to  avoid  everything  that  could  give  it  the 
appearance  of  a  contest  between  one  nation  and 
another,  and  urged  the  allies  to  appear  as  parties, 
not  arbiters,  in  the  contest  between  the  Crown  and 
the  people ;  warning  them,  that  any  other  conduct 
would  nifailibly  endanger  the  lives  of  the  Kmg  and 
royal  family,  overturn  the  throne,  lead  to  the  massacre 
of  the  royalists,  rally  to  the  Jacobins  all  the  Revcv- 
lutionists,  who  were  daily  becominp^  more  alienated 
from  them,  revive  an  excitement  which  was  fast 
declining,  and  render  more  obstinate  a  national 
resistance,  which  would  yield  at  the  first  reverse, 
if  the  nation  was  only  convinced  that  the  fate 
of  the  Revolution  was  not  wound  up  in  the 
destruction  of  those  who  had  hitiierto  been  its 
victims."* 

*  Bertrand  de  MoUeviUe. 
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Of  tbis  doctimentBertrand  de  MoUevUle  says,  that 
"  there  is  not  a  more  striking  monument  of  political 
wisdom  and  foresight  on  record  in  modern  times." 

The  Duke  of  Brunswick,*  with  ao  army  ci  7  0,000 
Pnisfflans,  and  68,000  Austrians  and  Hessians,  broke 
up  from  Coblentz  on  July  25,  and  issued  a  prodama- 
tbn  to  the  French  nation,  which,  while  it  disavowed 
any  intention  of  individual  aggrandizement^  assailed 
the  Revolution,  reproached  those  who  had  overturned  , 
Intimate  government  and  had  usurped  power, 
and  even  threatened  the  "  total  destmction  of  the 
dty  of  Paris,  as  a  punishment  to  the  inhabitants, 
if  the  palace  were  forced,  or  the  slightest  insult 
offered  to  the  royal  hxoSlj" 

This  proclamation  had  a  powerful  effeet  in  imiting 
the  French  nation  against  the  allied  powers.  How- 
ever, when  their  armies  first  entered  France,  an  easy 
suooess  attended  their  advance.  Longwy,  Sedan 
Verdun,  fell  before  them ;  the  only  ostensible 
obstacles  between  their  army  and  Fans  consisted 
in  Dumonriez't  26,000  men,  and   the  woody 

*  William  Ferdinand,  Duke  of  Brunswick,  restored  the 
finanofig  of  his  Duchy,  which  had  fallen  into  great  confusion  : 
WM  CommiDder-in-chief  cf  the  Prussian  army  at  the  battle 
ol  Jena  {OtL,  1806)  and  wounded.  Died  1807.  His  son 
and  soecessor,  Duke  Frederick  WiUiam,  was  HUed  at  Quatie- 
ftas,  June  16,  1815. 

t  Oeneial  Diimonnez,  bom  1739.  In  1772  he  was  sent 
out  by  Louis  XV.,  without  the  consent  of  the  MimsCer 
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defiles  of  the  Argonne  Forest.  But  the  talents 
and  firmness  of  the  General  derived  the  utmost 
advantage  from  these  difficult  passes,  and  from 
the  unhealthy  and  unprovided  condition  of  the 
Pnissian  army.  He  summoned  to  his  aid  General 
Boumonville  from  Flanders  with  his  army  of  1 6,000 
men,  and  Kelkrman  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Metz  with  22,000 ;  and  before  their  arrival,  he  so 
commanded  his  small  army  as  effectually  to  arrest 
the  advance  of  the  pnemy,  and  confine  ihcin  in  an 
unproductive  and  didicuit  district.  He  negotiated  with 
the  King  of  IVussia,  the  chief  of  the  coalition,  and 

AiguiUon,  to  negotiate  with  Sweden.  Arrested  in  conse- 
quence, he  was  imphsoDed  in  the  Bastille,  whence  he  was 
liberated  by  Louis  XVI.  In  1790  he  was  Major-General. 
He  first  attached  himself  to  the  Girondists.  For  a  short 
time,  in  1792,  he  was  Foreign  Minister,  and  in  that  capacity 
he  persuaded  Louts  to  declare  war  agmnst  Austria.  He  joined' 
Marshal  Luckner's  army,  and  took  command  of  that  which 
General  La&yette  quitted  when  he  left  the  French  Republican 
ranks.  By  his  defence  of  the  defiles  of  the  Argonne  Forest, 
and  his  masterly  retreat  on  St.  Mthiehould,  he  saved  France, 
and  caused  the  Prussians  to  retire.  After  he  left  the  I'rench, 
he  was  forbidden  an  asylum  in  England,  and  after  many 
wanderings,  found  a  refuge  in  the  Danish  territory,  near 
Hamburgh*  The  allies  often  consulted  him,  and  in  1804  the 
British  Government  permitted  his  residence  in  England,  and 
gave  him  a  pension  of  ^1200  per  annum.  In  1821,  he 
fiimished  to  the  Neapolitan  Ptoliament  a  plan  of  defence 
against  the  Austrian  invasion.  He  never  returned  to  France, 
and  died  near  London,  March  14,  1823. 
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oontrired  to  awaken  in  his  mind  jealousy  of  Austria 

and  Russia,  and  to  remind  hirn  of  acquisitions  on 
the  banks  of  the  Vistula,  more  important  to  Fmssia 
than  successes  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Netherlands,  * 
which  wotild  turn  chiefly  to  the  benefit  of  Austria. 
He  found  means  of  impressing  on  the  mind  of  the 
King  the  behef  that  the  secret  object  of  bis  ambition 
«  was  to  enact  the  part  of  Monk,  which,  at  the  head  <^ 
100,000  men,  he  could  do  without  difficulty.  He 
suggested  that  the  lives  of  the  French  royal  fiLmily 
depended  on  him  and  his  army,  and  that  the  further 
adN'aiicc  uf  tlie  invader  would  render  hopeless  the 
restoration  of  the  royal  authority ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  the  Qenmlissimo,  was  reminded  that 
the  triumph  of  the  Liberal  party  in  France  might 
open  to  him  the  most  brilliant  prospects.*  During 
the  n^tiation,  information  arrived  that  Holland  and 
Great  Britain  would  not  join  the  coalition  against 
France,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety 
had  decreed  not  to  negotiate  as  long  as  the  enemy 
remained  on  the  French  territory.  At  the  same  time 
the  Prussian  generals  r<j presented  the  bad  state  of 
the  army,  and  the  King's  mistress  was  induced  by  a 
bribe  from  the  French  government  to  urge  a  retreat. 

We  have  the  high   authority  of  cotemporary 
statesmen  for  disbeheving  the  statement  of  Monsieur 

*  Alison,  chap.  viii. 
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Thiers,  that  the  returenoeDt  oi  the  allies  waa  caused 
solely  by  militaty  consideratioDS.     DumcnirieK  had 

consented  not  to  molest  them  in  their  rear  durins 
their  retrograde  marcii ;  but  he  was  ut  liberty  to 
harass  them  on  their  flanks,  and  they  sufimd  great 
{srivatioiis  and  heavy  losses  irom  the  want  of 
supplies  on  their  retreat,  wliich  commenced  early 
in  Ootober.  They  evacuated  the  fortresses  which  . 
they  had  conquered,  and  reached  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Rliine.  On  October  21,  Marshal  Custine  took 
Mayance^  and  on  the  25th  the  Duke  of  Brunswick 
and  his  army  crossed  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
at  Cublentz. 

Dumouriez  was  now  free  to  attack  the  Aiistrians 
in  their  Flemish  territories.  On  Noyanhor  6,  he 
defeated  Clairfayt  at  Jemappes,  near  Mons.  In 
this  battle,  the  young  Due  de  Chartres  (Louis 
Philippe)  behaved  with  distinguished  gallantry,  and 
the  Archduke  Charies  fought  at  ihe  head  of  the 
Austiiiiii  Grciiadiers. 

The  great  result  of  Jemappes,  and  of  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick's  retreat,  was  the  evacuaticm  of  the 
Austrian  Netherlands  by  the  Imperial  troops.  The 
Scheldt  was  opened  in  November  16,  by  a  flotilla 
from  its  mouth  ascending  to  co-operate  in  the  siege 
of  the  citadel  of  Antwerp ;  and  on  ^  30th  that 
fortress  capitulatf  d  to  the  French  arms. 

On  January  21 , 1 793,  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVL 
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was  executed;  and  od  Feinuaiy  1,  the  Natioiial 
OHrrentum  dedired  war  against  Holland  and  Gteat 

Britain.  This  declaration  found  Dumouriez  at 
Antwerp.  His  first  care  was  to  conosrt  with  the 
French  rnhnaten  at  Paris,  plans  for  liie  defence  of 
France.  It  was  decided  to  raise  the  army  to 
602,000  men,  to  maintain  the  defensive  in  the 
SOII&  and  east,  and  to  act  on  the  offensive 
only  in  the  nortii,  bat  in  that  directbn  to  push  tiie 
war  with  the  utmost  vigour  and  boldness.  "  In  the 
North,"  9sad  Dnmonriez,  "  yon  can  defend  yourself 
only  by  gaining  battles." 

The  immediate  force  of  France  amounted  to  270,000 
fiokhers.  Of  these,  100^000  were  in  Beigkim  under 
the  orders  of  DumomeK.  He  had  30,000  vnAx 
him  on  the  Schddt,  70,000  were  on  the  Meuse 
under  iiis  lieutenants.  Various  plans  for  the  con- 
quest of  Hoiknd  had  been  praned  on  him  by  the 
FVench  govermnent,  and  by  the  military  authorities. 
That  on  which  he  decided  was  the  offspring  of  his 
-own  genius*  It  was  to  confide  to  his  Generals^ 
Miranda  and  Vafenoe,  aided  by  Colonel  Hiouvcoot, 
in  whom  he  placed  the  utmost  confidence,  the 
attack  on  Hdknd  from  the  east.  They  were  to 
•descend  the  Mease,  take  Maestricht  and  Venkio, 
and  enter  Holland  by  Graave  and  Nimeguen,  while 

cross  the  Biesbosch  from  Moerdyk 
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and  Gertruydcnberg  with  26,000  men,  take  Dort 
and  Rotterdam,  and  thence  penetrating  to  the  Hague 
and  Amsterdam,  reduce  the  whole  oountry,  and 

fraternize  with  the  numerous  partizans  whom  he 
expected  to  rise,  and  aid  him  in  ezpeUing  the 
Stadtiholderate. 

On  Fcbruui)  17,  Dumouricz  entered  the  Dutch 
territory,  and  published  a  proclamation,  breathing 
good-will  to  the  Dutch  people,  and  enmity  only  to  the 
House  of  Orange  and  British  influence.  On  the 
25th,  he  took  Kiundert;  on  the  27tli  the  important 
fortress  of  Breda  opened  its  gates  to  him,  and  on 
March  4,  he  became  master  of  Gertruydcnberg. 
He  intended  to  leave  General  Le  Clerc  to  blockade 
Bergen-op-Zoom  and  Steenbergen,  and  to  Bemeron 
he  confided  the  siege  of  WiUemstadt.  So  far  his 
eflfbrts  had  been  attended  with  success.  In  Breda 
and  Gertruydcnberg,  fortresses  which  had  been 
surrendered  to  him  with  a  fadhty  httle  honourable 
to  the  Dutch,  he  found  a  ^^reat  supply  of  guns, 
ammunition,  and  military  stores ;  and  with  Gertruy- 
denberg  he  obtained  possession  of  many  vessels  that 
that  would  aid  him  in  traversing  the  Biesbosch. 
He  had,  besides,  seized  all  the  boats  and  smuli 
craft  on  the  shores  within  his  power,  but  was  dis- 
appointed on  readiing  Moerdyk  to  find  that  his 
advanced  guard  had  not  effected  the  passage.  He 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  SIR  HARRY  CALVERT.  17 

expected  them  to  have  crossed  to  Stryen  Island  and 
Dort  Island,  and  to  have  made  themselves  masters  of 
a  flotilla  adequate  to  the  transport  of  his  army.  To 
remedy  this  deficiency  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
he  collected  shipwrights  and  carpenters,  and  set  them 
to  work  to  prepare  boats  fat  the  passage. 

Delay  was  indeed  fatal  to  his  plans,  for  the  Dutch 
army  was  mustering  at  Gorcam,  a  British  frigate 
and  some  gun-boats  were  watching  him  off  Moerdyk, 
and  even  cannonading  his  camp,  and  more  might 
arrive,  which  would  effectually  bar  his  access  to  the 
interior  of  Holknd  jn  this  direction. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  H.R.H.  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  the  advance  of  the  British  army,  consist- 
ing of  three  battalions  of  Guards,  arrived  in  Holland. 
Hie  moment  was  one  of  the  most  pressing  and  urgent 
necessity.  Was  it  possible  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  successful  General,  who,  armed  with  all  the  power 
of  republican  France,  breatiiing  war  to  the  palace 
and  peace  to  the  cottage,  proclaiming  hostility  only  to 
oppressive  governments  and  feudal  privil^es,  and 
promising  liberty  and  happiness  to  the  oppressed 
people — had  driven  behind  the  Rhine  the  best  armies 
of  Austria  and  Prussia,  defeated  and  outwitted  the 
most  experienced  generals  and  statesmen,  expelled 
the  Austrians  out  of  their  possessions  in  the  Nether- 
lands, and  now  stood  on  the  frontier  of  the  only 
power  which  appeared  capable  of  resistance  ? 
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Such  vm  the  task  to  which  the  British  army  was 

called :  our  generals  having  had  but  small  experience 
in  active  warfare ;  our  military  arrangements  being  all 
extremely  imperfect;  the  ^stem  still  prevailiiig  of 
ordering  from  the  Cahinet  at  St.  James's  the  aetive 
operations  of  the  army  in  the  field ;  and  the  com- 
mander doubtful  how  far  he  could  confide  in  the 
Jealous  and  actiye  co-operation  of  the  aBies  he  wae 
to  aid,  and  wliobc  country  he  was  to  defend,  and 
possessing,  indeed,  only  one  unalloyed  and  undoubted 
ground  of  confidence — an  entire  reliance  on  that 
which  ne7^  iSaSkd  him — ^the  courage,  and  fortitude, 
and  stern  endurance  of  the  troops  under  his  orders, 
who,  he  well  knew,  in  every  circumstance,  either  of 
prosperity  or  reverse,  would  be  tee  to  their  duty. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

ras  ttVAEDS  VMMAMM.  VOm  VLAKDIRI— KWGtf FATION  OF  HBLTO»I^-«BX 
DUK»  YORK  ABBIVW  IN  BOLLAMD— 4>«raAT  OV  VRWCH 
AT  XABgnUOBT^-oraBAtlCMfS  OV  TB%  mOtNCK  IkB* 

TttSAT  FROM  WILLmfBTADT — ^DSACT  OF  UBUmf AHT  WBSTmSN'^ 
THR'  FBSHCH  OSFBATRD  at  LOVrAIW— WILlRtlBTADT,  OORT,  AMD 
TBR  VAeVS— HBOR  OF  BM9A<^IIAI«rUCm  BlIiIRVSO— RATIUI 
OF  NRRWlNDEN—FROFOnnON  OF  Viril01IRX]V  TO  THS  ALUM— 
RATTLB  OF  MATSVCB. 

An  old  pensioner,  named  Lee,  is  still  living 
(August,  1853}  in  one  o£  the  almshouses  ia 
Westnunster,  and  till  lately  swept  the  crossing  from 
St.  James's  Park  to  Queen's  Square,  who  belonged 
to  the  Coldstream  Guards  at  the  time  of  their  em- 
barkation for  Flanders.  He  accuratdy  recollects  and 
relates  the  muster  of  his  battalion  on  the  Parade  at 
the  Horse  Guards,  its  inspection  by  the  King,  the 
march  to  Greenwich,  and  embarkation  in  ta^nsports. 
.  Sir  Harry  Calvert  was  lieutenant  and  Captain  in  the 
same  battalion,  and  tlius  describes  liis  embarkation 
-  and  arrival  in  HoUand : — 

F^fruary  20. — ^The  1st  battalions  of  the  three 

c  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


20 


EMBARKATION  RETURN. 


regiments  of  Guards  received  orders  to  hold  them- 
sdves  io  readiness  to  embark  for  foreign  service. 

Febrmry  25. — ^The  battalions  ordered  for  foreign 
service,  asstuiiblcd  al  daybreak,  on  the  Parade,  in 
St.  James's  Park,  and  marched  to  Greenwich,  where 
they  inunediately  embarked  on  board  nine  transports. 
Their  Majesties  and  all  the  Royal  Family  were 
present  at  the  embarkation. 

The  embarkation  return  was  as  follows : 

1st  Regiment,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Hulse :  1  major,  8  captains,  1 2  lieutenants,  8  ensigiis, 
1  chaplain,  1  adjutant,  1  quarter-master,  2  mates, 
1  drum^major,  40  Serjeants,  12  drummers,  600 
rank  and  file. 

Coldstream,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Pen- 
nington: 1  major,  8  captains^  9  lieutenants,  8 
ensigns,  1  adjutant,  I  quarter-master,  2  mates,  I 
drum-major,  36  Serjeants,  10  drummers,  540  rank 
and  file. 

3rd  Regiment,  under  the  command  of  Colond 

Grinfield :  1  major,  8  captuins,  9  lieutenants,  8 
ensigns,  1  acyutant,  1  quarter-master,  I  surgeon, 
1  mate,  1  drum-major,  36  seijeants,  10  drummers, 
540  rank  and  file. 

Total :  3  majors,  24  captains,  30  heutenauts,  24 
ensigns,  1  chaplain,  3  adjutants,  3  quarter-masters^ 
1  surgeon,  5  mates,  3  drum-majors,  112  Serjeants, 
82  drummers,  1680  rank  and  iile. 
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The  brigade  \va>  under  the  coiriTiKiiid  of  Major- 
Generai  Lake.  Cap  tain  Lake  was  appointed  his 
aide-de-camp,  and  Gaptaia  Hill,  of  the  1st  reghnent 
of  Guards,  his  Major  of  Brigade.  The  two  greoa- 
dier  companies  of  the  1st  Regiment,  with  those 
of  the  Ist  battalion  of  the  Coldstream  and  3rd 
were  formed  into  a  battalion  imder  the  command 
of  Colonel  Leigh.  Immediately,  on  the  troops 
coming  on  board,  the  transports  fell  down  to  Long 
Reach. 

February  26. — The  trausports  fell  down  below 
Gravesend,  where  they  anchored,  in  consequence 
of  one  or  two  ships  not  being  quite  ready  for 
sea. 

February  27-  —  The  whole  anchored  in  the 
Nore. 

F^ifuary  28. — ^Sailed  at  tweire  o'dock,  under  the 
convoy  of  the  *  Iris'  and  *  Lizard'  frigates.  At  eight 
in  die  evening  came  to  an  anchor  in  King's  Road, 
off  the  moutii  of  the  Nore. 

March  1 . — At  two  in  the  morning  under  weigh ; 
at  five  in  the  evening  came  to  anchor  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Mouse  off  Hdvoetsiuys. 

March  2. — General  Lake  and  his  suite  landed  at 
Helvoet. 

March  4. — Seven  companies  of  the  3rd  Regiment 
landed,  and  marched  to  the  Brill.  Five  companies 
of  the  Coldstream  occupied  Helvoet. 
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Mardi  5. — ^At  break  of  day  the  remainder  of  the 

brigade  quitted  their  transports,  and  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  Lake,  proceeded  m 
Dutch  small  craft  towards  Dort,  the  place  of  their 
deslanation.  It  was  necessary  to  proceed  by  the 
inland  navigation,  as  the  French  batteries,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Willemstadt,  rendered  the  usual 
passage  dangerous.  After  being  thirty  hours  on 
board  their  vessels,  iinding  that  they  had  proceeded 
no  more  than  eighteen  miles  on  their  route,  the 
brigade  landed  m  ihe  Island  of  Yssehnond,  and 
marched  that  evening  to  Dort. 

Lieutenant-General  the  Duke  of  York  had  em- 
barked the  same  day  as  the  Guards,  on  board  the 
*  Syren*  firigate,  Captain  Manley,  and  had  proceeded 
to  the  Hague,  to  concert  measures  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  ynHk  Lord  Auckland*  (the  English 
ambassador)  and  the  Princes  of  Orange.  The 
French,  under  General  Dumouriez,  had  advanced 
to  the  southern  shore  of  the  Biesbosch,  and  were 
engaged  in  the  sieges  of  Gertniydenbeig,  Breda,  and 
Willemstadt. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  the  first  obser- 
vation that  must  occur  to  every  officer  employed  on 
•this  service,  is  the  very  unfit  state  the  transports 

*  Elevated  to  the  peerage  of  Ireland,  Nov.  18, 1789 ;  created 
Lord  Auckland,  of  the  peetage  of  Gieat  Biitain«  May  83,  1798. 
Died.  May  28,  1814. 
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were  in  for  the  reoeptioa  of  troops^  and  the  very 
small  provision  that  was  made  for  thdr  health  and 

accomuiodation  while  on  bourd.  The  tonnage  of  the 
ahipa  wa»  so  inadequate  to  the  numhers  emharkedt 
that  every  had  oonsequenoe  was  to  he  apprehended 
had  it  been  necessary  to  put  on  the  hatches,  which 
must  have  been  the  case  had  we  not  made  Helvoet 
before  the  gale  of  wind  came  on.  There  waa  no 
small  species  of  provisions  on  board;  no  vinegar 
(that  most  essentisJ  preservative)  i  and>  lastly,  neither 
medicines  nor  surgical  instruments.  On  our  anival 
at  Helvoet,  we  oould  not,  without  much  surprise, 
observe  the  perfept  tranquillity  of  that  town^  and  the 
]itde  jwepamtion  &r  defence,  when  we  were  within 
hearing  of  the  enemy's  guns  before  Willemstadt^ 
and  there  were  no  embrasures  cut  through  the 
parapet  walls,  and  not  above  twenty  men  employed 
on  that  most  essential  service ;  and  yet  the  contents 
of  the  dockyard,  eleven  Hne-of-battle  ships  and  two 
frigates,  and  large  arsenals  and  stores,  seemed  to 
demand  every  attention,  and  call  for  weary  exertioii 
for  their  defence.  The  cause  of  this  total  want  of 
energy  was  supposed  by  many  to  be  the  disaflfection 
of  the  people  to  the  Stadtbolder ;  and  the  shameful 
surrender  of  Breda  appeared  to  give  groimds  for  this 
idea.  Wlien  we  reached  Dort,  there  appeared  to 
be  some  degree  of  satisfaction  among  the  people; 
but  we  have  since  that  time  been  informed  that,  a 
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very  few  days  befm  our  amYal,  there  were  not  in 

the  town  above  twenty  adherents  to  the  Stadthokler  ; 
and  the  difficulty  we  met  with  in  providing  quarters 
for  our  troops,  indicated  that  there  was  no  great 
predilection  for  us  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  town  of  Dort  is  rich  and  very  populous,  but  has 
no  fortifications. 

On  March  8,  we  received  intelligence  of  the  defeat 
of  the  French  annv,  in  the  \icinitv  of  Maestricht,  bv 
the  Prince  of  Cobouig,*  and  that  the  enemy  had 
retired  beyond  JAhge,  On  this  and  the  precedii^ 
evening,  we  sent  ammunition  to  Willemstadt.  His 
Koyal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  was  at  Dort 
when  we  arrived,  and  took  up  his  quarters  with  the 
hereditary  Prince  of  Orange.  To  the  latter  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  Holland  was  entrusted ; 
and  the  command  of  the  force  afloat,  consisting  of 

*  Prince  of  Cobourg.  Ernst  Frederick  became  reigning 
Priuce  in  1764.  Plunged  his  principality  into  so  much  debt, 
that  in  1773  an  Imperial  Commission,  for  inquiring  into  and 
liquidating  the  debt,  was  sent  to  Cobourg.  Died,  September 
B,  1800.  His  son  and  successor,  Francis  Frederick  Anthony, 
paid  ofF  much  debt»  and  died  DeoeAiber,  1806.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Ernst  III.,  who  was  in  the  service  of  Russia. 
In  1817,  Prince  Ernst  married  Louisa,  daughter  cf  Prince 
August  of  Saxe-Gotha.  In  1821,  he  gave  a  representative 
constitution  to  his  country.  In  1834,  he  joined  the  ZoUverein, 
and  died  in  1844.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Ernst,  the 
reigning  Duke,  brother  of  Prince  Albert. 
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five  Eng^h  and  a  number  of  Dutch  gun-boats,  was 

given  to  Admiral  Kiiigsbergeu,  ao  officer  of  high 

character. 

Mwr^  9.^The  pioquets  took  their  post  in  the 
evening  as  usual ;  the  whole  garrison  had  orders  not 
to  take  o€f  their  accoutrements  at  night,  till  the 
turniDg  of  the  tide  prevented  the  possibility  of  an 
attack.  The  tide  turned  at  three  in  the  rooming. 
The  Dutch  troops  on  the  island  consisted  of  seven 
oompanies  of  fifty  each. 


TO  HIS  SISTER,  MISS  CALVERT. 

Dort,  Mtieh  II.  1793. 

Our  situation  here,  for  the  first  three  or  four 
nights,  WHS  rather  unpleasant ;  but  at  length  our 
phlegmatic  friends  have  brought  their  batteries  so 
near  completion,  that,  if  what  they  assure  us  is  true 
— that  there  is  no  other  part  of  the  island  accessible 
— think  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend.  The 
unconcern  expressed  in  every  Dutch  face,  and  the 
absolute  aang-froid  with  which  they  listen  to  the 
report  of  the  Frendi  guns  before  WiUemstadt^  is 
enough  to  make  an  Englishman's  blood  boil;  but 
the  climate  is  of  a  nature  to  keep  us  all  tolerably 
cooL  My  own  opinion  is,  that,  firom  the  success  of 
the  Prince  of  Cobourg  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
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Maestridit  and  Li^,  DmnourieE'  situation  win  soon 

be  very  criticil,  a  ad,  instead  of  making  any  further 
progress  in  Hollaad,  his  own  retreat  to  Antwerp  will 
be  by  no  means  secure.  I  bear  tbat  be  wont  there 
himself  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  the  siege  of 
Wiliemstadt  still  continues.  The  French  are  still  in 
possession  of  Breda  and  Gertruydenbei^,  but  have 
abandoned  their  designs  on  Gorcum,  where  FHnce 
Frederick  of  Orange  is  with  a  large  body  of  troops. 
We  have  had  much  difficulty  in  providing  quarters 
and  accommodations  for  our  men  and  officers  in  this 
town ;  I  am  fortunate  myself,  having  a  spacious 
parlour  fitted  up  for  my  reception,  of  which,  while 
we  remain  here,  I  shall  keep  possession.  The  owner 
of  the  house,  a  maiden  lady  of  a  certain  time  of  life, 
by  name  Madame  Rapl&er,  is  not  in  town  but  her 
nephew,  a  very  civil  young  man,  does  the  honours 
of  the  house  very  handsomely,  and  desires  me  to 
consider  myself  quite  at  home.  The  only  use  1  make 
of  this  hberty  is  to  keep  a  laige  hre,  a  much  laiger 
one,  I  apprehend,  than  ever  was  kept  in  the  bright 
stove  before  my  tunc.  You  may  tell  Louisa  that 
she  can  have  no  idea  of  sticking  out  till  she  sees  a 
Dutch  woman.  Five  yards  at  least  in  eireumferencs^ 
to  be  at  an  in  the  ten ;  a  score  would  make  a  Ml 
Ranelagh ;  a  hat  like  an  umbrella.  On  my  return 
I  will  bring  her  a  JUk^<hambre  de  ee  pays  ci ; 
who,  in  additbn,  to  the  above  elegancies,  will  have 
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a  pair  of  wooden  shoes,  the  nze  of  ordinary  wherries. 

Les  ct^lottes  des  messieurs  repondent  parfaitement 
aux  jupcms  des  dames^  and  the  twd  ensemble  is 
delightful.  Notwithstanding  all  these,  and  many 
more  agr^menSf  after  the  most  mature  deliberation 
and  impartial  investigatioQ  of  effects  and  causes,  I 
mnst  acknowledge  the  air  of  St  James's  is  more 
salubrious,  more  congenial  to  my  constitution,  than 
iSbsA  of  the  High  Street  of  Dort ;  but  that  predilection 
is  perhaps  prejudice  of  educatbn,  and  wiU  wear  €lS. 
We  have  none  of  us  received  any  English  letters 
since  our  departure.  You  will  make  mo  one  of  your 
best  curtsies  for  this  letter,  when  I  tell  you  I  am 
just  returned  off  picqnet,  at  one  of  the  distant  bat- 
teries, with  about  as  much  warmth  in  my  body  as  is 
usually  contained  in  the  shell  of  a  muscle. 

March  12.  P  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  a 
grenadier  corporal,  who  went  with  some  gun-carriages 
to  Willemstadt,  has  returned.  He  left  Wilkmstadt 
hst  evening,  the  garrison  in  high  spuits,  the  loss 
very  trifling.  Tlie  fire  of  the  French  batteries  con- 
siderably slackened.  Prince  Frederick  of  Brunswick 
will  this  n^ht  he,  with  upwards  of  20,000  men, 
within  ten  leagues  of  Breda. 

I  hope  that  you  have  provided  yourself  with  a 
map.  Adieu. 
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March  1 2. — The  oommand  of  the  ibitse  afloat  haying 

b(  ( n  given  to  Admiral  Kingsbergen,  appears  to  have 
intiis^  into  that  department  more  activity  than  we 
had  pFevioufily  witaessed,  and  we  have  reason  to  rely 
on  every  co-operation  and  assistanoe  it  may  be  in  his 
power  to  afford  us.  The  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange 
lived  entirely  on  board  his  yacht»  very  seldom  came 
on  shore,  and  never  visited  the  batteries  erected  fbr 
the  defence  of  the  island.  This  conduct  appeared 
very  extraordinary,  when  his  presence  was  particu- 
larly necessary  to  animate  and  enooun^  his  friends 
and  adherents.  We  could  not  remark,  without 
astonishment,  that  at  this  time,  when  the  enemy 
wei«  withm  so  short  a  distance,  no  association  was 
formed  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  or  attempt  made 
to  raise  men  for  that  purpose.  It  appeared  yet  more 
unaccountable  to  me,  that  some  sort  of  defences  were 
not  erected  on  the  dykes  leading  from  the  town  to 
the  extremities  of  the  island,  which,  in  case  the 
enemy  should  make  good  their  landing,  would  enable 
'  the  British  troops  to  defend  the  town  till  they  were 
sufficiently  reinforced  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the 
island.  The  picquet  on  Stryen  Island  indicated  a 
jealousy  of  our  right  flank,  which  had  always  appeared 
to  me  to  be  our  vulnerable  point ;  and  the  reinforce- 
ments, which  at  this  time  were  sent  to  the  island, 
pointed  out  that,  in  the  opinion  of  our  commander, 
it  was  the  most  probable  point  of  attack. 
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TO  HIS  UNCI.E,  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ.,  M.P.,  OF  ALBUBY 

HALL,  HERTS. 

Dort,  March  17,  X7d3. 

For  some  days  after  I  wrote  last  to  you  (which  I 

think  was  on  the  8th),  nothing  material  occurred. 
On  the  11th  we  sent  a  picquet  on  the  island  of 
Stryen,  at  a  ferry  rather  more  than  two  miles  from 
hence,  the  chief  objeot  of  which  was  to  keep  up  a 
communication  with  the  Dutch  troops  stationed  in 
that  island;  this  piquet  was  ordered,  in  case  of 
attack,  to  recross  the  ferry,  and  defend  that  pass. 
On  the  ]  3th,  a  small  escort  which  had  carried  gun- 
carriages  to  Willemstadt,  returned  and  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  found  means  of  mounting  three  pieces 
of  cannon  on  the  glacis  of  the  place,  which  enfiladed 
the  works,  and  much  mcommoded  the  garrison — ^that 
the  loss>  however,  was  very  inconsideraUe,  and  that 
the  works  of  Willemstadt  had  sustained  no  dam^e. 
On  the  14th,  a  detachment  of  320  Swiss  Guards 
from  Gorcum  occupied  the  post  of  Stryen;  they 
reported  that  Pi-ince  Frederick  of  Orange  had  driven 
the  French  from  the  neighbourhood  of  that  important 
pass,  and  that  his  Serene  Highness  was  at  that  time 
near  Gertruydenberg.  On  the  15th,  before  daybreak, 
a  detachment  of  the  garrison  of  Willemstadt,  con- 
sisting of  45  men  under  the  command  of  two  young 
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officers,  embarked  in  a  boat,  and  by  that  means 
gained  the  rear  of  the  battery,  which  I  mentioiifid  that 
the  enemy  had  erected  on  the  glacis.  They  imme- 
diately disembarked,  and  attacked  the  battery,  which 
they  carried.  They  spiked  the  guns,  and  returned 
into  the  town  without  the  loss  of  a  man  either  killed 
or  wounded,  liaving  killed  thirty  of  the  enemy,  ;iii(l 
taken  nine  prisoners :  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  French  refused  to  take  quarter,  which  was  offered 
him.  Yesterday  I  went  with  three  or  four  more 
officers  across  the  Island  of  Stn'en  to  the  Dutch 
adTanoed  post  at  Bluytsluys,  which  is  immediately 
opposite  Willemstadt,  at  the  distance  of  about  a 
mile.  We  were  much  surprised  to  hear  no  tiring 
on  our  route;  and  on  our  arrival  at  Bluytsluys,  were 
in£3nned  that  the  FVench  had  raised  the  siege  thai 
morning,  and  were  retreating  from  all  the  posts  on 
the  coast.  I  have  since  heard  they  left  their  guns  in 
the  batteries  before  Wilkmstadt,  and  thafc  they  are 
evjpcuating  Breda;  but  this  last  report  wants  con* 
firmation.  Their  head-quarters  are  now  at  Steen- 
bergen.  I  should  imagine  that  Antwerp  will  be  the 
first  place  at  which  they  will  make  any  stand ;  and 
I  hope  Prince  Frederick  of  Brunswick,  who  is  by 
this  time  very  near  Breda  (though  I  fear  not  in  the 
.force  we  understood  him  to  be)  will  have  it  in  his 
power  to  attack  them  before  they  can  reach  that 
post    The  garrison  of  Bergen-op-Zoom  may  annoy 
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them  if  they  come  within  reach.  The  Governor  of 
Wilfemstadt  has  gained  muoh  honour  by  bis  oon^ 
duct ;  and  I  hope  the  gratitude  of  the  Dutch  will  be 
hberally  shown  towards  him,  and  his  garrison,  which 
did  not  consist  of  above  600  men.  The  Com- 
mandant of  Breda,  I  hear,  is  in  irons  at  the  Hague. 
The  retreat  of  the  French,  and  the  success  of  the 
aUiCB  in  Brabant,  give  a  new  face  to  the  war.  I 
shall  be  mudi  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  write  me 
word  what  is  the  general  opinion  in  England  in 
regard  to  our  destination.  Are  we  to  guard  the 
Dutdi  frontiers^  or  to  join  the  allies,  and  drive  the 
Frebcb  out  of  Brabant ;  and  in  that  case  are  we  to 
push  the  war  to  French  Flanders,  or  on  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  Dutch  provmces,  is  the  object  of  our 
^peditkm  completttd?  Pt^y,  write  me  on  this 
subject,  and  tell  my  aunt  a  newspi^>er  is  not  more 
welcome  at  Albury  on  Tuesday  morning  than  at 
Dort. 


Mm^  18. — ^The  fiuse  of  the  country  on  Stiyen 
Island  resembles  that  of  Dort :  the  dykes  form  the  com- 
munications between  the  towns  and  villages,  and  in 
some  pboes  these  roads  are  nearly  impassable,  in  all 
very  bad.  The  orders  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  in 
regard  to  the  batteries  disappointed  us  much ;  but  the 
wbde  tenor  of  his  Serene  Highnesses  conduct  since  the 
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arrival  of  the  British  troops  has  greatly  diffurcd  from 
that  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  experience 
on  the  part  of  their  own  royal  family,  and  gave  no 
very  favourable  impression  to  the  officers  of  the 
representative  of  the  house,  whose  interests  they  were 
sent  to  protect. 

March  21.— At  night,  lieutenant  Western  of  the 
*  Syren,'  wlio  had  particularly  distinguished  himself 
by  the  conduct  and  gallantry  with  which  he  attacked 
the  FVen<^  battoies  before  Willemstadt,  was  killed 
by  a  muskct-shut  olF  the  Mocrdyk. 

When  the  enemy  raised  the  siege  of  Willemstadt, 
they  did  not  quit  the  neighbouring  country:  they 
had  detachments  along  the  shore  by  the  Moerdyk, 
which  they  occupied  occasionally ;  it  was  by  the  fire 
of  one  of  these  detachments  oS  a  place  oalied  the 
Nordschanz,  near  the  entrance  of  the  Kfaindert 
Canal,  that  Liculeiiaut  Western  lovSt  his  life.  I 
shall  not  be  accused  of  partiality  to  my  relation, 
when  I  say  he  was  most  deservedly  lamented  by  all 
who  knew  him,  either  personally  or  by  character. 

The  Governor  of  Willemstadt  did  justice  to  the 
assistance  he  derived  from  poor  Western's  gallant 
exertions ;  and  the  tears  which  fell  over  his  grave  from 
the  honest  seamen,  who  bore  his  corpse,  proved  that 
he  united  to  intrepidity  and  resolution,  the  happy 
fiM»dty  of  condliatmg  the  affections  of  those  under 
liis    cuinaiand.     He  was  buried  with  luilitai-y 
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honours;  and  on  a  column  over  his  grave  in  the 
great  chmch  of  Dort,  is  placed  a  marble  monument 
with  the  following  inscription : 

**To  the  lamented  memory  of  John  Western, 
Esq.,  li^tenant  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate, 
'  Syren',  and  in  testimony  of  the  gallant  services  per- 
formed  by  him,  this  monument  is  erected  by  order 
of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 

"  lieutenant  Western,  after  distinguishing  himself 
by  the  conduct  and  intn  pkiity  with  which  he  assisted 
.  the  garrison  of  Willemstadt,  at  that  time  besieged 
by  the  French^  fell  early  in  the  career  of  glory, 
having  been  killed  by  the  enemy  off  the  Nordschanz, 
on  the  21st  of  March,  a.d.  1793,  in  the  twenty- 
second  year  of  his  age,  in  the  service  of  his  own 
country  and  in  the  defence  of  HoHand. 

**  His  remains  were  deposited  near  this  place, 
attended  by  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York, 
by  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  Royal  Navy,  the 

compaiiious  of  his  meritorious  exertions,  and  by  tiie 
brigade  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Foot  Guards  in 
garrison  at  Dort." 


TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

Bort,  Maxch  23,  1798. 

With  the  deepest  concern,  I  inform  you  of  a 
melancholy  eveat  that  happened  yesterday  morning, 
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and  request  you  to  undertake  the  moumful  task  of 
finrwarding  the  intelligciioe  to  Mrs.  Western,  as  I 
conceive  that  the  fatal  news  coming  dmragfa  yon 
will  not  shock  her  so  much  as  if  she  heard  it  from 
any  other  i|uarter. 

John  Western  is  no  more.  He  m»  killed^  poor 
boy,  yesterday  morning.  It  will  be  some  alleviation 
to  the  distress  of  his  firiADds  to  learn  that  he  did  not 
snfiier.  His  dealih  was  instantaneous.  As  I  was  on 
picquet  five  miles  from  hence  last  night,  die  news  of 
this  misfortune  has  but  just  reached  me,  and  the 
Duke  of  Yoric  being  out,  the  partksidaci  I  send  you 
I  beard  from  his  jecretaiy,  who  promises  to  aeod  Ifais 
by  a  private  messenger  of  the  Ihike's. 

John  had  conducted  his  gun-boats  €k)6e  in  to 
the  opposite  shore,  sear  the  Moerdyk;,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  destroying  some  small  craft  lying  there, 
when  he  received  a  discharge  of  musketry  from  a 
party  oenoealed  behind  a  dyke ;  a  ball  struck  him  on 
his  forehead.  The  Duke  of  York  is  much  pained 
by  his  loss ;  by  the  veiy  last  post,  he  had  written  to 
England,  strongly  recommending  John  for  his  good 
behaviour.  By  order  of  his  Royal  Highness,  he  is, 
I  understand,  to  be  interred  at  this  place,  witli  all 
the  unavailing  honours  we  can  bestow  on  him.  He 
dined  with  me  last  Tuesday,  elated  with  all  the 
honest  exultation  which  the  encomiums  he  received 
from  every  quarter  for  his  gallantry  and  good  con- 
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duct  naturally  occasioned.  Most  sincerely  do  I 
lament  his  fate. 

One  of  the  Duke's  aides-de-camp  returned  the 
night  before  last  from  the  Prince  de  Cobourg,  mth 
intelligence  that,  alter  sevml  skirmishes  on  the  two 
preceding  days,  a  general  engagement  took  place  on 
Monday  last,  the  result  o£  which  was  a  total  defeat 
of  the  FVendL  The  Austrians,  however,  have  lost 
1200  men,  and  the  French  ;ippear  tu  ha^'c  made  a 
stout  resistance ;  the  particulars  of  the  engagement 
you  wiU  have  in  En^aad  before  you  receive  diis.  It 
was  fouglrt  near  Louvain;  the  Anstrians,  I  hear, 
took  twenty-nine  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  victory 
being  ebtained  over  Dumouriez  in  person,  is  doubly 
vahiaUe. 

The  French  still  occupy  Gertru^dmberg,  where 
they  have  assembled  some  boats,  and  at  times  come 
down  to  the  Moenfyk ;  they  are  in  force  at  Bnda, 
and  I  fancy  still  occupy  Kluudert,  l>at  the  uncer- 
tainty we  arc  in  of  their  motions  is  incredible,  consi- 
dering ihdr  dose  vicinity;  I  condude  our  com- 
manders are  better  informed.  Lord  and  Lady  Auck- 
land arrived  here  last  night,  and  with  the  two 
daughters  of  the  gallant  Conmiander  of  WiUemstadt, 
are  this  morning  gone  to  visit  that  fortress;  the 
Stadtholder,  who  arrived  last  night,  is  also  of  the 
party.  On  Monday  I  am  to  accompany  Qobnd 
St.  Leger  and  other  officers  for  the  same  purpose. 

D  2 
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TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

Dort.  March  24, 1793. 

The  Duke's  messenger  liaving  been  delayed  lust 
night*  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  sending  the  news, 
this  moment  received,  of  the  consequences  of  the 
victory  gained  by  the  Prince  de  Cobourg  over 
Dumouriez,  on  Monday  last.  The  pursuit,  we 
heard,  continued  the  following  day,  when  numbers  of 
the  enemy  were  Id&ed  and  some  prisoners  taken,  and 
Dumouriez  found  his  defeat  so  rompltte  as  to  aban- 
.  don  the  idea  of  taking  post  on  les  Montames  de  Fer 
(where,  it  was  apprehended,  the  strength  of  his  situa> 
tion  would  have  prevented  the  possibility  of  the 
Austrians  attacking  with  success),  and  has  fallen 
back  as  far  as  HaUe,  abandoning  Brussels  and 
all  the  adjacent  country.  It  is  added,  but  I  fear 
without  absolute  certainty,  that  immediately  on  the 
news  of  the  defeat  reaching  Brussds,  the  bourgeoisie 
rose,  and  being  joined  by  two  regiments  of  Dumou- 
riez's  army  in  garrison  there,  shut  the  gates  against 
the  defeated  army.  This  I  look  upon  to  be  the 
salvation  of  Brabant ;  and  I  dare  say  the  next  news 
we  hear  wUl  be  that  the  French  army  have  retired 
within  their  own  frontiers.  The  enemy  are  still  at 
Breda,  and  I  hope  the  Princes  Frederick  of  Bruns- 
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wick  and  Orange,  muting  their  forces,  will  render 
their  retreat  impracticable. 

Poor  John  Western  is  to  be  buried  this  evening, 
when  a  proper  detachment  of  the  garrison,  and  all 
the  officers,  are  desired  to  attend. 

Lord  Auckland  is  here^  and  this  morning  all  the 
officers  were  presented  by  the  Duke  of  York  to  the 
SUidtholder. 

Sir  James  Murray  is,  in  this  day's  orders,  appointed 
Adjutant-General  to  the  Army  on  the  Continent 
•         •         *         •  * 

TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

Dort,  March  25,  1793. 

Yesterday  evening  we  deposited  the  remains  of 
our  lamented  £riend  in  the  first  church  of  this  place. 

His  funeral  was  attended  by  the  Duke  of  York,  by 
tlic  otHcrrs  and  the  crews  of  the  gun-boats,  and  by 
all  the  officers  of  the  brigade  of  guards ;  and  if  his 
friends  can  reomve  any  comfort  in  the  sympathy  of 
that  assemblage,  we  have  it,  I  assure  you,  very  com- 
'  pletely. 

A  detachment  of  grenadiers  fired  three  volleys  at 

the  churcii  gate,  as  the  corpse  being  deposited  in  a 
vault  in  the  church  prevented  their  firing  actually 
over  the  grave,  as  is  usual.    The  Duke  of  York 

ordered  the  funeral  to  be  performed  in  the  hand- 
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somest  manner,  and  has  sent  me  word  that  he  means 

to  defray  all  the  expenses.  By  his  Royal  ilighm«s*s 
orders^  I  have  this  morDing  presented  a  twenty- 
pound  note  to  the  Englisb  deigyman  who  came  from 
Rotterdam  to  perform  the  ceremony.  The  Duke 
signiiied  his  pleasure  to  have  a  monument  erected  to 
poor  Western's  memory,  expresshre  of  the  circnm- 
stances  of  his  services,  death  and  funeral,  and  desued 
me  to  send  him  a  copy  of  the  terms  in  which  I 
wished  to  have  them  represented.  I  mneh  wish  his 
Royal  Highness  had  employed  a  more  able  pen ;  hut 
of  the  inscription,  such  jis  it  is,  as  it  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Duke,  I  send  you  a  copy. 

The  Duke  of  York  goes  to-morrow  to  the  Hague, 
and  has  given  leave  to  as  many  officers  as  can  be 
spared  to  come  there  io  the  course  of  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  on  which  days  he  wiU  present  them 
at  the  Stadtholder's  Court.  I  shaD  not  be  able  to 
go  till  Friday,  when  his  Royal  Higiiness  will  return 
here.  The  Duke's  leaving  Dort  indicates  no  further 
apprehension  for  this  place;  and  the  gun-boats 
return  to-day  or  to-mon-ow  to  Rotterdam,  wiicrc  tlic 
embargo  laid  on  merchint  vessels  is  taken  off.  1 
am  going  to-morrow,  with  Sam  Hulse*  and  a  large 
party  to  visit  VHllemstadt. 

*  Fleld'Manlial  Sir  Samuel  Htthe«  Qovemor  of  Chelsea 
Hoapital.   Died  in  January,  1837. 
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TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Dor^  March  86, 1793. 

The  conduct  of  the  Austrians  deserves  every  en- 
Qomium,  amd  atiui  iis  a  striking  contract  to  that  of 
the  FniB8iin9<  la  it  not  wonderful  that  a  monarah, 
who  derives  his  power  and  consequence  solely  from 
the  reputation  of  bis  arms  (for  without  a  superi* 
ority  of  nuUtary  oharaoter  the  kingdom  of  IVuflsIa 
instantly  degenerates  into  the  marquisate  of  Brandcoi- 
burgh)j  can  permit  his  great  and  natural  rival  so  far 
to  outstrip  him  in  the  career  of  poititaiy  fame  ?  As 
I  am  a  great  specolato?,  I  foresee  the  prohalulity  of 
his  having,  one  day  or  other,  reason  to  repent  of  his 
inactivity,  and  tlie  asoeudancy  in  the  aitairs  of  the 
empire  which  the  house  of  Austria  will  obtain  by  the 
character  which  their  troops  are  now  establishing. 
The  enemy  in  our  neighbourhood  seem  to  be  playing 
an  extraordinary  game.  We  hear  they  are  rendering 
Breda  and  Gertruydenberg  as  strong  as  they  possibly 
can,  and  appear  determined  to  shut  themselves  up  in 
these  posts.  Sevoal  corps  belonging  to  the  States 
are  ordered  to-day  over  to  the  Moerdyk,  and  the 
Princes  Frederick  of  Brunswick  and  Oraii(i:e,  we 
hear,  are  very  near  Breda  and  Gertruydenberg.  You 
will  wonder  I  so  frequently  make  use  of  the  words» 
"  W  hmr  ;*'  but  the  uncertainty  of  our  intelligence 
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is  iiuifedible,  and  I  do  not  like  to  state  anything  far 
fact  which  I  do  not  know  to  be  so.  You  will  per- 
ceive by  my  last  letters  that  I  had  an  intentioii  of 
going  to  WiOemstadt,  and  will  naturally  expect  some 
account  of  my  expedition  to  a  place  so  much  the 
subject  of  conversation  aod  anxiety.  Soit» — On 
Tuesday,  a  large  party  of  ns,  amongst  whom  was 
Colonel  Hulse  only  of  your  acquaintance,  having 
engaged  a  boat,  assembled  on  the  wharf  at  six, 
and  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  got  the  skipper  and 
his  vessel  under  weigh  (this,  for  a  Dutchman,  is 
reckoned  very  fair).  The  wind  being  as  favourable 
as  it  could  blow,  whether  we  chose  it  or  not,  took  us 
down  in  about  two  hours  and  a  half ;  but  so  detar- 
mined  an  enemy  was  our  bkip[)^  r  tij  expedition,  that, 
for  causes  which  wc  could  never  dimvcr,  he  slack* 
ened  sail  about  half-way  on  our  voyage.  Whatever 
the  causes  might  be,  the  effects  we  soon  learnt  to 
our  cost,  for  on  our  arrival  at  the  pier-head  at  Wil- 
lemstadt,  the  tide  was  so  far  spent  as  to  render 
navigation  up  the  small  canal  that  leads  to  the  town 
a  very  troublesome  operation.  Now  trouble  being 
to  a  Dutchman  the  thing  of  all  others  the  most  dis- 
agreeable, he,  with  the  greatest  coolness  imaginable, 
ran  the  vessel  slap  into  the  mud,  and  had  recourse 
to  his  pipe,  which  be  enjoyed  with  admirable  sang^ 
frmd  amidst  the  execrations  of  the  whole  party. 
Picture  to  yourself  a  party  of  pleanare  lying  on  a 
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mud-bank  for  four  hours,  and  pelted  by  every  wave, 
dripping  wet,  and  half  of  them  sick  with  the  work- 
ing of  the  vesseL  This,  however,  was  oar  situation 
(the  wind  increasing  every  minute)  till  the  rising  of 
the  tide  floated  us  and  took  us  into  the  town. 
Having  paid  our  respects  to  the  Governor,  and 
shown  our  passports,  he  ordered  a  gergeni  de  Vor^ 
donnance  to  attend  us  round  the  works ;  and  now  I 
shall  prooeed  to  give  you  a  most  minute  detail  of 
the  fortifications  of  the  place,  as  well  as  of  ^e 
works  erected  by  the  French.  T  see  you  look  grave, 
as  weQ  you  may  from  such  a  threat ;  but  cheer  up, 
I  soom  to  take  the  advantage  diance  has  given  me 
over  you,  and  therefore  wiU  only  say  that,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Moncrieff,  our  engineer, 
who  was  of  the  party,  had  the  plan  of  attack  been 
difoent,  the  place  is  m  itself  by  no  means  impreg- 
nate. By  the  time  we  had  seen  the  works,  and 
eaten  the  cold  meat  we  had  with  us,  it  blew  very 
bard :  and  when  we  thought  of  our  return,  no  argu- 
ment — not  even  gold — could  tempt  a  single  Dutch- 
man to  take  us  across  the  river ;  tor  iiudiug  the  wind 
strong  against  us,  we  had  resolved  to  return  by  land 
across  the  island  of  Spryen.  After  many  fruidess 
attempts,  we  began  to  think  of  lodging  for  the 
ni^t  Beds  seemed  to  be  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  a  fireside  was  all  we  expected;  but  even 
here  we  were  disappointed,  for  the  master  of  the 
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inn  gBive  us  to  understand  that  he  always  ohliged 

everybody  in  his  house  to  go  to  bed  at  twelve ;  and 
as  there  were  no  beds,  he  expected  us  to  walk  into 
tfa^  street  at  that  hour.  Our  lemoDStraooes  were  all 
in  vain ;  and  it  was  not  until  we  obtained  a  positive 
order  from  the  Governor  that  we  had  the  landlord's 
permission  to  sleep  on  the  floor  of  a  room,  whidi 
was  at  that  time  occupied  by  a  couple  of  sooie  of 
Dutchmen,  supping,  smoking,  spitting,  &c.,  &c. ; 
but  we  were  informed  that  at  midnight  they  would 
retire.  They  did  so,  and  we  were  shown  into  our 
apartment.  A  little  straw?  Nay.  A  pillow? 
Nay.  A  blanket  ?  Nay,  nay.  However,  down  we 
lay>  with  a  promise  from  the  skipper  that»  at  nx  in 
the  morning,  he  would  take  us  over  the  ferry.  At 
six  we  paid  our  bill  (and  by  the  price  we  paid  for 
sleeping  on  the  floor^  for  my  own  part,  I  was  glad  it 
was  not  in  a  bed,  which,  if  chaiged  in  proportion, 
would  have  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum),  and 
assembled  onoe  more  on  the  quay.  In  about  an 
hour,  the  barque  ihat  was  to  cany  us  over,  and  the 
skipper,  were  ready.  This  hour's  delay  had  consider- 
ably lowered  the  water,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
canal — ^smack  ooce  more  into  a  bank  of  mud.  We 
knew,  from  experience,  there  was  no  remedy  but 
patience ;  but  we  had  the  good  tortime  this  time  to 
scramble  ashore,  where  we  remained  till  two  in  the 
afternoon,  when  we  crossed  the  ferry,  and  hired  a 
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waggon,  which  we  used  by  turns,  for  it  would  only 
carry  half  of  us,  and  arrived  here  at  night;  and 
thus  ended  our  party  of  pkamre.  You  will  think 
me  inGorrigible  when  I  tell  you  that,  to-moirow,  I 

am  QToin^  with  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple*  to  the  Hague ; 
but  1  have  a  wonderful  desire  to  see  every  place; 
and  being  absolutely  determined  never  to  come  into 
this  country  again  if  I  can  possibly  avoid  it,  I  don't 
like  to  lose  the  present  opportunity.  But  we  mean 
to  have  reconrse  to  a  trakshouty  which^  bdng  dhnm 
by  horses,  is  subject  to  little  chance  of  disappoint* 
ment.  It  is  reported  we  are  to  leave  Dort  in  about 
ten  days.  Our  destination  I  by  no  means  can  guess; 
If  we  are  not  destined  for  the  siege  of  Breda,  I 
should  not  bo  surprised  if  wa  were  to  embark  for 
Ostend.  I  hear  the  transports  that  brought  us  are 
engaged  to  attend  our  motions.  '*The  Leyden 
Gazette''  says  that  the  States  have  memorialised  the 
King  not  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  their  ajssist- 
ance  while  the  enemy  hold  Breda  and  Grertruyden- 
berg,  and  have  requested  him  to  allow  them  to  join 
the  Allies  whenever  the  enemy  retreats.    We  carry 

*  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple^  Bert.,  Ensign  Slit  Regiment.  1763. 
Eidtmged  at  lientenant-Coikniel  into  tbe  lit  Foot  GhiardsB 
and  lerrad  m  Flanden.  Was  Governor  of  Quenuey  in 
1796,  and  of  Gibnltar  1800.  Took  oommand  of  the  amy 
inPortogal  in  August,  1801.  Concluded  tbe  Convention  of 
Cintra.  Geueral  and  Colonel  57tli  Regiment.  Died  in  April, 
1830. 
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on  the  war  tolerably  weD  &t  Dort,  though,  in  some 
particulars,  we  are  badly  o£  Not  being  able  to 
procure  a  room  to  mess  in,  we.  are  at  the  men^  of 
a  villainous  innkeeper ;  and  veiy  little  he  shows  us,  I 

assure  you,  either  in  the  length  of  his  bills  or  the 
badness  of  our  &re ;  but  1  hope  we  shall  be  on  a 
better  plan  soon.  My  servant  did  not  choose  to 
corae  with  me  from  England,  and  I  had  thoughts  of 
doing  without  one ;  but  as  we  have  received  orders 
to  provide  ourselves  with  horses  to  carry  our  bag* 
gage,  these  will  more  than  occupy  the  soldier  aBowed 
me,  and  I  have  therefore  sought  for  a  servant,  and 
found  one  who,  I  hope,  will  suit  me.  He  is  a  Swiss, 
talks  Grerman,  French,  and  a  little  English.  I  give 
him  the  same  washes  that  I  did  in  England,  which 
oome  very  high  when  you  include  half  a  guinea  a- 
week  for  board,  but  I  can  get  nothing  under.  He 
has  not  yet  left  his  place,  but  ^nH  come  to  me  soon, 
and  immediately  if  we  move.  I  have  an  undeniable 
character  with  him.  I  find  my  letter  is  of  such  a 
length,  that  I  must  put  you  to  the  expense  of  double 
postage  ;  but  it  goes  free  to  London,  and  yuu  won*t 
grudge  the  extraordinary  fourpence.  I  shoiild  be 
happy  to  be  put  to  the  same  expense,  but  I  have  not 
had  the  happiness  of  hearing  from  Lyme*  since  I 
left  England,  and  iiave  been  eternally  tantalized  by 
the  inundation  of  letters  I  have  seen  received  by 

*  Where  his  father  and  mother  were  at  tiiis  time. 
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other  officers.  The  wind,  for  the  last  three  or  four 
days  has  presented  aoy  anrivals. 


TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

Tiie  Hiigue,  I'riday  Night, 
March  28,  1793. 

I  arrived  here  to-day  in  time  to  dine  with  Lord 
Auddand,  and  was  immediatdy  informed  by  the 

Duke  of  York  that  he  meant  to  move  the  brigade 
on  Monday  morning ;  this  intelligenoe  will  oblige  me 
to  return  to  Dort  some  time  to-morrow  night.   My  * 

intention  was  to  have  remained  here  till  Monday,  the 
environs  being  well  worth  seeing.  As  matters  are,  I 
must  content  myself  with  viewing  riaterieur  de  la 
ville,  which,  from  its  appearance,  repays  the  trouble 
of  the  journey.  At  dinner,  the  Duke  received  a 
letter,  informing  him  that  the  French  had  evacuated 
Antwerp,  and  before  we  broke  up  Lord  Auckland 
received  a  courier  with  intelligence  that  the  French 
had  retired  from  Ostend  to  Duokirk:  these  ma^ 
noeuvres  indicate  Dumouriez*  intention  of  evacuating 
Brabant,  and  retiring  within  the  French  frontiers, 
and  are  the  result  of  the  victories  obtained  by  the 
Austrians. 

The  news  I  sent  you  on  Sunday  is  entirely  con- 
firmed; Brubsels  is  in  possession  of  the  Austrians, 
and  the  last  accounts  state  the  main  body  of  the 
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French  army  to  be  at  Halle,  a  strong  post  twelve 
miles  from  Brussels.  It  is  imagiofid  that  Dumoiiriex 
cannot  have  had  less  than  20»000  men  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  within  the  last  few  weeks.  The  enemy 
are  still  in  possession  of  Gertruydenbeig  and  Breda, 
having,  it  is  imagined,  2000  men  in  the  former,  and 
5000  in  the  last  ])lace.  These  corps  appear  to  be 
entirely  cut  o&  from,  their  army  in  Brabant.  All 
the  Dutch  troops  in  tiie  neighbourhood  of  Dort 
passed  over  to  Moerdyk  yestewky  and  to-day,  to 
invest  Gertruyde,iibeig  and  Breda,  and  I  learn  this 
evening  tliat  a  heavy  cannonade  was  heard  before 
Gertruydenhetg  to-day  at  noon.  I  think  these  for- 
tresses must  fall.  We  hear  (but  I  do  not  give  it  as 
a  fact)  that  Breda  has  been  summoned,  and  that  the 
answer  of  the  French  Commandant  assured  IVinoe 
Frederick  that  he  should  liiid  the  garrison  was  not 
composed  of  Dutchmen,  and  that  Breda  should  not 
be  surrendered  while  a  single  man  could  stand  to 
their  guns.  Our  immediate  destinatioo  is  Bergen-op- 
Zoom,  and  from  what  I  could  learn  from  the  Duke 
of  York,  it  is  his  opinion  that  we  shall  join  the  AUtes 
to  push  the  war  into  French  Flanders ;  but  of  that 
you  will  probal)]y  know  more  than  we  do. 

I  congnitulate  you  on  the  turn  the  affairs  of  this 
country  have  taken  this  last  month,  which  I  think 
must  elFectuaUy  tend  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  I 
shall  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether  it  is  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASSmCHT  REUEVBD.  4? 

opinioii  in  England  that  we  are  to  pursue  the  enemy 
mtQ  their  own  oountry,  or  are  we  to  act  upon  the 

frontiers  only?  I  learnt  from  Lord  Auckland  that 
the  siege  of  Mayeiuie  by  the  Prussians  was  to  com- 
mence to-day  or  to-uMxnrow. 

I  am  writing  in  a  great  crowd  and  some  hurry  ; 
I  will  therefore  beg  you  to  forward  this  letter  to 
Lyme,  where  I  have  not  time  to  write  at  present. 

P.S. — Thn  ]  St  Division  of  Hano\  erians  will  reach 
some  part  of  the  territory  of  the  States  to-morrow 
or  next  day.  Fray  Jet  n^  saddleB  be  well  provided 
with  new  girths,  &c.,  and  add  to  them  a  pair  of 
small  screw  camp  candlesticks. 


The  chief  command  of  the  Austrian  army  was 
now  entrusted  to  the  IMnoa  of  CohouFg,  who.  had 
served  witid  cBstinotion  against  the  Turks.  The 
French,  under  General  Miranda,  were  besieging 
Maestricht.  On  March  Ist,  the  IVince  of  Coburg » 
attacked  them  In  tbeur  cantonments,  and  fbroed  them 
to  raise  the  siege.  On  the  2nd  and  3rd  they  were 
£ying  in  disorder  beyond  the  Mouse.  On  the  4  th 
they  were  driven  from  Liege^  where  many  of  the 
inhabitants,  now  left  to  the  vengeance  of  the  in- 
censed Prince-Bishop,  had  shown  inclination  to  side 
with  tibem. 
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DuiBOuriez  was  suddenly  interrupted  while  concert- 
ing the  passage  of  the  Bieshosch  and  his  plans  against 
the  Dutch  Government,  and  recalled  to  his  defeated 
and  retiring  army.  He  joined  them  at  Lou  sain,  and 
immediately  adopted  measures  to  rally  and  re-organize 
them.  Having  done  this  in  some  degree,  be  took 
advantage  of  the  encouragement  which  a  8%ht  suc- 
cess against  the  Imperial  advanced  guard  gave  to 
his  soldiers,  to  lead  them  against  the  enemy.  The 
armies  met  at  Nerwinden,  on  March  18th,  and  though 
his  men  fought  well,  they  were  worsted.  In  this 
hattle  a  young  Prince  was  greatly  distinguished  on 
each  side — ^the  Archduke  Charles,  at  the  head  of  the 
Austrian  Grenadiers,  and  the  Due  de  Chartres  (Louis- 
Philippe)  in  command  of  a  French  division. 

The  repeated  defeats  experienced  by  Dumouriez' 
forces  had  led  to  despondency  and  demoralization, 
which,  had  they  been  fully  known  to  the  Imperialists, 
might  have  proved  &tal  to  him.  The  condition  of 
his  army,  and  his  unsatis&ctory  relations  with  his 
government,  induced  him  to  commence  negotiations 
with  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  who  sent  to  him  Colonel 
Mack,  the  Austrian  Adjutant-general.  It  was  settled 
in  conference  between  them  that  the  French  should 
retire  unmolested  within  their  own  frontiers. 


April  1. — The  brigade  embarked,  leaving  four 
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companies  of  the  3rd'  Regiment  at  Dort,  and 

anchored  that  evening  in  the  mouth  of  the  new 
cut  that  divides  Stiyea  and  Dort  Islands. 

April  2.^Got  imder  weigh  the  next  morning,  and 
arrived  that  evening  at  Jiergcn-op-Zoom ;  the  next 
day  in  the  afternoon  the  hrigade  disemharked>  and 
went  into  quarters  in  the  town ;  tiie  same  evening 
two  Swiss  regiments  emharked  for  Helvoet  and  the 
BrlUe,  Dort,  &c.  The  strength  of  the  works  at 
Bergen-op-Zoom  has  been,  so  much  cdebrated,  that 
no  observation  is  necessary  on  my  part.  To  a 
person  confessedly  by  no  means  a  master  of  the 
subject,  they  appeared  to  be  too  numerous,  and  the 
three  advanced  works  on  the  south-west  flank,  to 
be  misupportcd  by  the  works  of  tiic  town.  There  is 
a  line  of  redoubts  from  the  town  to  the  inundation 
which  leads  to  Steenbergen»  the  fortifications  of 
which  place  are  iaulty;  the  curtains  are  too  much 
extended,  and  the  whole  of  the  works  are  consi- 
derably weakened  by  numerous  homworks  and 
ravelins.  I  have  since  understood  they  were  in- 
tended for  a  fortified  camj),  but  not  being  occupied, 
certainly  very  much  diminish  the  strength  of  the 
place. 
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TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  S8Q. 

Bergen-op-Zoom,  April  4»  1793. 

Captain  Crauford,*  one  of  the  Duke  of  York's 

aides-de-camp,  returned  this  morning  from  the 
Prince  of  Saxe-Cobouig  with  intelligeDce  of  such 
an  extraordinary  nature,  that  I  cannot  omit  the 
opportunity  I  have  of  sending  it  to  you,  though  you 
will  probably  have  heard  it  through  other  channels 
before  you  receive  this.  Dumouriez  demanded  a 
cessation  of  arms,  and  a  conference  with  the 
Prince  of  Saxe-Cobourg,  which  were  both  granted. 
After  lamenting  that  the  conduct  of  the  National 
Assembly  afforded  litde  probability  of  a  perma- 
nent Government  being  established  in  France,  he 
informed  the  Prince  that  if  he  might  confide  on 
his  Serene  Highness's  co-operation,  it  was  his  de- 
termination to  march  liis  army  to  Paris  and  declare 
for  the  royal  cause  ;  that  to  prevent  the  smallest 
suspicion  of  liis  sincerity,  he  was  willing  to  deliver 
Lille  and  Valenciennes  to  the  Prince  of  Cobourg. 

*  Captain  Crauford,  Aide-de-Camp  to  the  Duke  of  York» 
entered  the  army  as  Cornet  in  the  1st  Dragoon  Gnardft  in 
December,  I77ti*  After  the  Campaign  of  1794>  he  was  sent 
to  the  Austrian  armies  on  the  Rhine,  and  was  present  at 
several  actions,  and  was  severely  wounded  at  the  Battle  of 
Ambeig  in  1796.  Colonel  of  the  Queen's  Dragoon  Guards 
and  G.C.B.  Died  Lientenant-General  in  April,  1831. 
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His  terms  were  accepted.  Pending  the  negotiation, 
four  deputies  from  the  Convention  arrived  from 
Paris  with  orders  to  seize  Dumouriez,  and  give  the 
oomtnand  of  the  army  to  Genera!  BoumonvOle,  who 
aooompanied  them.  Dumouricz  made  them  all  five 
prisoners,  and  delivered  them  to  the  Prince  of  Cobourg, 
and  has  this  morning  set  off  with  his  array  for  Paris 
to  put  in  force  the  plans  which  he  has  concerted 
with  the  Prince  of  Cobourg.  Cranford  saw  the 
deputies  in  custody. 

The  King  of  Prussia  has  gained  considerable 
advantages  over  Custinc  b*  fore  Mayence,  and  taken 
two  thousand  prisoners.  The  number  he  has  killed 
dnd  wounded  is  not  mentioned,  but  it  is,  probably, 
great  in  proportion.  The  Duke's  packet  is  just 
going  to  be  made  up.  I  am  writing  in  great 
haste;  excuse  inaccuracies,  and  be  so  good  as  to 
forward  this  to  jLvme.  We  expect  to  leave  this  place 
about  the  9th,  our  route  probably  Antwerp,  and  so 
to  Ostend,  Ghent  and  Bruges.  I  congratulate  you 
most  sincerely  on  this  event,  in  which  the  hand  of 
Providence  appears  revenging  the  death  of  their 
murdered  sovereign  on  the  heads  of  his  execrable 
assassins. 
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CHAPTER  U. 

OVAMM  AmSITB  AT  AMTWimP— OUMOOBIK  QVITS  THB  niNGH 
ABMT»  AND  BgCAFIfl  TO  BftQSSSL*— THB  DVH  or  YORK  AMXTIS 
AT  OnMT— TISIT  TO  TSB  BKOUBH  001fyBin^BROOB8->FBOCI.A- 
MATIONS  or  THB  A1.LIBS— raOTBBT  09  OOIIOUIUBS^TBB  FBBMCB 

mwrvtam  at  ticoohr  awb  rvmb— attack  tms  ai.ub8  at  bt. 

AVAMO,  AUD  ARB  DBVRATBO. 

April  9. — ^The  brigade  of  Guards  embarked  on 
board  the  *  Schouts/  and  the  next  moraiDg  ancbomi 
off  Antwerp.  A  brigade,  consisting  of  the  14th, 
37th,  and  53rd  Regiments,  under  Mjijor-Gf^neral 
Abercromby,*  disembarked  from  their  transports  at 
the  ferry  opposite  Antwerp.  The  Guards  disem- 
barked the  same  day,  and  marched  to  Bevem,  about 
six  miles.  The  brigade  of  the  line  were  quartered 
in  the  neighbouring  hamlets.  On  the  junction  of 
the  brigade  of  the  line,  we  remarked  with  concern 
that  the  recruits  they  had  lately  received  were  in 
general  totally  unfit  for  service,  and  inadequate  to 

*  General  Abercromby,  Sir  llulph,  mortally  wouuded  at  the 
Battle  of  Alexandria.    Died,  March  28,  1801. 
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the  fatigues  of  a  campaign,  being  mostly  either  old 
men,  or  quite  boys,  extremdy  weak  and  short/ 

There  are  many  most  beautiful  pictures  in  the 
churches  of  Antwerp ;  amongst  others  that  of 
Rubens  (tlie  Descent  from  the  dross)  which  is 

deservedly  called  his  chef-d'ceuvre.  There  is  another 
very  fine  picture,  by  the  same  master  (the  Erection 
of  the  Cross),  but  it  appeared  to  me  much  inferior 
to  the  first.  The  coats-of-arras  in  the  different 
churches  had  been  covered  with  plaister  of  Paris  to 
save  them  from  the  destructive  fuiy  of  the  French. 
The  dtadel  is  in  bad  repair;  there  are  few  g:uns 
rnouDted,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  barracks  was 
burnt  by  the  French. 


TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  SSQ. 

Berem,  April  12,  1793. 

You  will  have  heard  that  Domouriez'  plan  has 

£sdled ;  he  escaped  iiimself,  and  is  now,  I  hear,  at 
Brussels,  with  about  1000  followers;  the  great 
object  of  the  war  is  probably  neither  promoted  nor 
impeded  by  his  defection.  On  Tuesday  we  left 
£eigen-op-Zoom,  and  the  next  day  we  landed  at  a 
ferry  opposite  Antwerp,  and  marched  to  this  place 
(about  six  miles),  a  brigade  consisting  of  three 
regiments  of  the  line,  having  previously  landed,  and 
taken  up  their  quarters  in  the  neighbouring  villages. 
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To-morrow  wc  b^in  our  marcli  towards  Bruges,  and 
Ostend,  by  the  way  of  Ghent,  and  shall  probably 
arrive  at  our  destination  in  about  six  days.  Ghent, 
I  hear,  is  to  be  occupied  by  ilanovcrians ;  Bruges 
and  Ostend  by  the  British  troops.    Should  we  take 
the  field  in  Flanders,  I  shaiD  much  wish  to  have  my 
grey  nag  sent  to  me,  and  shall  beg  the  favour  of  you 
to  request  Kdward  at  ail  events  to  cap  him  with  a 
few  oats  unmediatdy,  and  1  will  write  again  when  I 
have  arranged  matters  for  bringing  him  over.  The 
French  are  intrenched  to  the  amount  of  13,000,  we 
hear,  at  Momit  Cassd.  I  went  yesterday  to  Antwerp, 
a  column  of  the  French  Army  arrived  there  from 
Breda  ;  they  marched  in,  colours  flying,  dr  uius  beat- 
ing, bayonets  fixed,  and  lighted  matches.    As  a  body 
of  men,  their  appearance  was  very  bad — ^few  seemed 
vigorous  and  in  the  prime  of  life — but  they  were  by 
no  means  so  ragged,  neither  was  their  order  of 
march  so  unmilitary  as  I  have  heard  represented.  I 
conversed  with  some  of  their  officers,  and  many  of 
them  saluted  us  with  their  swurd,  as  they  passed. 
Is  it  not  a  most  extraordinary  circumstance  that  a 
body  of  7000  men,  totally  cut  off,  without  the  most 
distant  chance  of  relief,  should  obtain  the  terms  of 
marching  to   their  own  country   vvitliout  being 
prisoners  ?   The  safety  of  the  town  of  Breda  appears 
to  have  been  consulted  more  than  the  honour  of 
tiiosc  who  granted  sucii  a  capitulation.    The  corps  I 
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saw  consisted  of  2300  men,  bt3mg  two  regiments  of 
the  line,  a  few  artillery  and  cavalry,  the  rest  National 
Guards.  Here  are  the  FVendi  and  ourselves,  march- 
ing up  the  two  sides  of  the  Scheldt,  the  one  lu  niy  tu 
attack^  the  other  to  defend  the  frontiers  of  France. 


April  1 B — Ghent  is  by  far  the  best  town  we  have 
seea  in  Flanders ;  there  are  many  fine  pictures,  and 
much  fine  statuary  worthy  the  observation  of  travel- 
lers. The  French  have  not  done  much  damage  here, 
but  the  inhabitants  appeared  rejoiced  at  our  arrival, 
and  much  disposed  to  show  us  every  civihty  in  th^ 
power.  Here  is  a  convent  of  English  nuns,  which 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  visited. 
Bruges  is  a  large  and  opulent  town,  though  much 
inferior  to  Ghent.  The  arnval  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness was  announced  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  an 
illumination  of  the  town;  the  people  are  much 
enraged  against  the  French.  Courtray  is  a  town 
without  much  trade,  inferior  to  Ghent  and  Bruges. 
The  face  of  the  country  had  gradually  improved  ever 
since  we  entered  the  Austrian  donunions ;  between 
Courtray  and  Tt>urria}  it  is  quite  beautiful,  diversified 
with  woods  and  hiUs,  and  very  thickly  inhabited.  The 
town  of  Toumay,  as  all  tiie  other  towns  in  the 
Netherlands,  is  dismantled,  and  there  is  in  them  idl 
an  appearance  of  melancholy  which  is  only  tOvbe 
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accounted  for  by  trade  not  l)eing  in  the  jirosperous 
state  it  formerly  was.  ClosiDg  the  Scheldt  was  a 
measure  iDjurious  to  every  town  in  the  Netheriands. 


TO   HIS  SISTER. 

Bruges,  April  17,  1793. 

I  must  be  quite  insensible  to  flattery  (whicb»  what- 
erer  we  may  say,  we  none  of  us  are)  if  I  did  not 

hasten  to  answer  your  letter  of  the  3rd ;  and  I  do 
assure  you,  that  the  idea  of  my  letters  affording  the 
smallest  entotainment  to  my  friends  at  Lyme  makes 
me  find  much  gratificatiun  ia  scribbling  them.  We 
have  had  very  fine  weather  for  this  last  week,  and  I 
hope  that  you  haye  had  the  same,  and  that  my  mother 
has  had  frequent  opportumties  of  preparing  herself 
for  her  journey  without  experiencing  any  bad  e£fect8. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  last  from  £ergen<*op-Zoom, 
affairs  have  taken  a  diffmnt  turn,  and  M.  Dumou- 
riez'  apostacy  is  not  likely  to  be  attended  with  the 
advantages  we  expected.  I  hear  he  himself  means 
to  retire  into  Switzerland,  there  to  enjoy  the  wealth 
he  lias  amassed  by  every  species  of  fraud  and  ra- 
pacity. Miranda  is  beheaded  at  Paris,  and  the  war 
remains  where  it  was:  the  Austrians  threatoung 
Cond^  and  Valenciennes,  the  Prussians  straitening 
the  quarters  of  the  French  at  Mayence,  and  the 
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English  waiting  the  arrival  of  21,000  Hanoverians 
and  Hessians  and  their  ranforoements  from  Britain, 
and,  above  all,  the  return  of  Sir  James  Murray, 
whicii  Will  probably  determine  the  important  question 
whether  France  is  to  be  invaded  or  not.  Most  sin- 
cerely do  I  nvish  I  may  prove  a  &lse  prophet,  but  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  a  forward  movement  of  the 
allied  armies  will  unite  all  parties  in  France,  and  pre- 
vent those  who  are  well-wishers  to  order  and  good 
government,  from  exerting  themselves  in  favour  of 
a  counter-revoiution. 

I  wrote  to  my  mo^ier  on  the  12th  from  Bevem, 
and  the  next  morning  we  marched  fifteen  miles  on 
our  route  to  Ghent,  where  we  arrived  the  next  day; 
on  the  15th  we  halted,  and  I  was  exceedingly  grati- 
fied in  viewing  the  town  of  Ghent.  It  is  rather 
remarkable,  that  the  further  we  iict  from  Holland 
(the  defence  of  which  country  is  the  principal  object 
of  our  expedition)  the  more  we  are  welcomed,  and 
the  more  alacrity  we  discover  in  procuring  us  eveiy 
accommodation ;  at  Ghent  almost  the  whole  town 
were  ready  to  receive  us  into  their  houses,  and  our 
men  paid  for  nothmg ;  there  was  a  ball  each  night 
we  remained  there,  at  one  of  wiiich  the  inhabitants 
were  much  gratihed  by  the  appearance  of  the  Duke  of 
York.  •  By  the  bye,  I  must  give  you  an  instance  of 
his  condescension  and  good-humour.  I  was  walking 
with  another  officer  the  day  we  passed  at  Ghent,  and 
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was  stopped  by  a  man,  who  informed  us  that  the 
nuns  of  the  English  oonvoit  had  the  greatest  desire 
to  see  the  Duke.  On  our  conveying  this  intdligetice 
to  his  Royal  Highness,  he  immediately  went  to  the 
convent,  attended  by  neady  twenty  officers ;  you  can 
have  no  idea  of  the  satisfiiction  his  visit  seemed  to 
give  to  the  nuns.  In  considtTation  of  the  hlood- 
royal,  the  grille  was  thrown  open,  and  we  were  re- 
ceived into  the  sanettm  stmetanm,  I  shall  think 
better  of  nuns  as  long  as  I  live,  from  the  cheerftilness 
and  good-iiumour  which  appeared  to  reign  amongst 
them.  They  were  particularly  gratified  by  finding 
amongst  the  officers  some  who  were  acquainted  with 
their  families  in  England.  Besides  the  nuns,  about 
five-and-thirty  in  number,  there  were  about  twenly 
pensionnaires,  who  were  all  presented  to  the  Duke  by 
the  Lady  Abbess ;  some  of  these  were  the  children  of 
distressed  French  families,  others  young  ladies  who 
were  receiving  their  education  as  demi-pensiomaires ; 
amongst  the  latter  were  some  very  fine,  agreeable 
young  women.  After  staying  upwards  of  an  hour, 
we  took  leave  of  our  fiur  countrywomen,  and  I  do 
assure  you  their  adieus  on  our  arrival  at  the  outer 
grille,  and  the  reflection  that  it  was  a  barrier  tlicy 
were  never  more  to  pass,  joined  to  the  fervour  with 
which  they  assured  us  of  their  prayers  for  our  8uc> 
cess  and  return  to  our  own  country,  which  they 
Ihemselvcs  were  to  i>ec  no  more,  were  altogether 
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somethiog  so  striking,  that  I  could  have  shed  tears 
over  them  every  one,  young  and  old  too,  I  do  assure 
you.  However,  I  did  what  was  better,  for  I  w«it 
back,  and  told  them  their  civility  and  kindness  was 
such,  that  if  I  ever  came  again  to  Ghent,  1  should 
certainly  knock  at  their  door,  which  they  promised 
should  at  any  time  be  opened  to  me.  The  Abbess 
requested  the  Duke's  interfer^oe  with  the  Emperor 
for  the  restoration  of  some  of  the  privileges  of  the 
convent,  which  ho  promised,  with  the  proviso  of  her 
giving  permission  to  the  pensionnaires  to  attentl  the 
parade  in  the  eveniog,  where  accordingly  they  all 
were,  and  I  dare  say  will  never  forget  the  attention 
of  the  Duke  to  them.  The  nuns  could  not  help 
expressing  a  wish  that  it  was  possible  for  them  like- 
wise to  see  the  British  troops,  but  that  was  quite 
out  of  the  question. 

Ghent  is  the  town  which  gave  rise  to  the  threaten- 
ing 6ofi  mot  of  Charles  V. :  "  Je  mettrai  Paris  dans 
nion  Gandi"  but  his  poor  Ghent,  or  Ghand,  is  not 
much  increased  since  that  time,  and  Paris  is  pc  rhaps 
five  times  the  size.  I  should  not  have  disliked  re- 
maining a  few  days  longer  at  Ghent,  where  there  are 
many  good  pictures,  and  much  beautiful  statuary ; 
but  yesterday  morning  we  arrived  at  this  place,  by 
means  of  the  canal,  down  which  we  were  drawn  by 
horses.  We  arrived  iu  ttic  evening.  The  town  was 
immediately  illuminated,  and   bells  ringing,  and 


4 

60 


BRUGES. 


crackers,  squibs,  and  huzzas  from  every  quarter  an- 
nouDced  the  joy  the  people  experieuoed  in  receiving 
a  garrison  of  English  soldiers.  I  have  not  been  long 
enough  here  to  give  )  uu  any  account  of  the  place ; 
I  am  myself  quartered  in  a  bouse  where  I  am  treated 
with  great  civility,  and  I  have  the  greatest  difficulty 
in  the  world  in  excusing  myself  from  breakfasting, 
dining,  and  supping  with  the  family  while  we  remain 
here.  M.  Gontbon  est  bourgmestre,  actuellement 
h  Bruxelles,  oii  fl  fait  sa  cour  et  ses  complimens. 
Madame  son  (Spouse  sort  du  convent  il  y  a  six 
mois,  et  attend  le  retour  de  Monsieur  oe  soir ;  en 
attendant  die  voudrait  bien  faire  toute  la  politesse 
possihle  au  capitaine.  Madame  est  aristocrate,  aime 
beaucoup  les  moeurs  fran^ais,  c'est-a^ire  de  la  vieille 
cour,  parle  beaucoup;  malheureusement  elle  n'est 
point  belle. 

I  have  tdd  you  a  long  story  about  my  runs,  &c, 
which  has  expended  all  my  paper.  I  have  been 
writing  in  much  haste,  in  hopes  of  saving  the  Duke's 

courier,  so  adieu,  my  dearest  friend. 


In  the  above,  and  in  other  letters,  the  writer  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  of  the  evil  consequences  which 
would  attend  the  invasion  of  France  at  this  time. 

The  second  proclamation  of  the  Prince  of  Cobourg, 
dated  April  9  th,  manifested  the  change  on  this  very 
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momentous  subject,  wrought  in  the  counsels  of  the 
Allies  by  the  Congress  of  Ministers  which  assenil)]i  d 
at  Antwerp.*  The  violation  of  the  French  soil,  and 
the  intimation  that  conquest  was  thdr  object,  contri- 
buted powerfully  to  unite  the  whole  nation  against  the 
invadera,  exciting  in  the  breast  of  every  Frenchman 
indignation  against  tiiose  who  aimed  at  the  dis- 
memberment of  his  country,  and  engaging  all  his 
teelings  of  honour  and  patriotism  in  the  service  of 
the  government,  which  was  making  the  most 
energetic  efforts  in  resistance. 

The  proclamations  of  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  are  as 
follows: 

"Aprils,  1793. 

''Desirous  only  of  securing  the  prosperity  and 
^ory  of  a  country  torn  by  so  many  convulsions,  I 

declare  that  I  shall  support,  with  all  the  forces  at  my 
disposal,  the  generous  and  beneficent  intentions  of 
General  Dumoutiez  and  his  brave  army.   I  declare 

that  oiu"  only  object  is  to  restore  to  France;  its  consti- 
tutional monarch,  with  the  means  of  rectifying  such 
ezperienoed  abuses  as  may  exist,  and  to  give  to 
France  as  to  Europe,  peace,  confidence,  tranquillity, 
and  happiness.    In  conformity  with  these  principles, 

•  Coimt  Mettermch  and  Stahremberg  on  the  part  of  Austria, 
Lord  AuckkuU  on  that  of  England,  and  Count  Keiier  on  that 
of  Prussia. 


62  THE  SECOND  PROCLANATIOK. 

I  declare  on  my  word  of  honour,  that  I  enter  on  the 
French  territory  without  any  intention  of  making 
oonqueBtSy  but  solely  and  entirely  for  the  above- 
mentioned  pfurposes.  I  declare,  also  on  my  word 
of  honour,  that  if  military  operations  should  lead  to 
any  place  of  strength  being  placed  in  my  hands,  I 
shaU  regard  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  saered 
deposit;  and  I  bind  myself  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  to  restore  it  to  the  government  which  may 
be  established  in  France,  or  as  soon  as  the  brave 
General,  with  whom  I  make  common  cause,  shaU 
demand  it" 

"April  9, 1793. 

"The  proclainatioa  of  the  5th  instant  was  the 
'  expression  only  of  my  personal  sentiments ;  and  I 
there  manifested  my  indundual  views  for  the  safety 
and  tranquillity  of  France.  Kut  now  that  the  results 
of  that  declaration  have  proved  so  different  from 
what  I  anticipated,  the  same  candour  obhges  me  to 
declare  that  the  state  of  hostility  between  the  Em- 
peror and  the  French  nation  is  unliappily  re-established 
in  its  full  extent.  It  remains  for  me,  therefore,  only 
to  revoke  my  mid  declaration,  and  to  announce 
that  I  shall  prosecute  the  said  war  with  the  utmost 
vigour.  Nothing  remains  binding  of  my  first  pro- 
clamation, but  the  declaration,  which  I  renew  with 
pleasure,  that  the  strictest  discipline  shall  be  observed 
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by  my  troops  in  all  parts  of  the  French  territory, 

which  they  may  occupy." 

On  this  second  prodamation  of  the  Vnace  of 

Cobourg,  Dumouriez  observes  m  his  Memoirs, 
written  in  1794: 

Le  10  au  matin,  on  apporta  m  G^n^ral  une 

prgdamation  du  Prince  de  Cobourg,  dat^e  du  9, 
qui  aneantissait  enU^ment  oelle  du  5,  et  sp6cifiait 
express^ent  qu'il  aSait  op^r  pour  le  oompte  de 
son  souverain,  ct  qu'il  s'emparerait,  k  titre  d'in- 
<  demnit^  et  de  oonqu^tes,  de  toutes  les  places  qu'il 
poonrait  prendre. 

*  *  *  # 

"  U  n'est  que  trop  vrai  que  cette  seconde  pro- 
clamation, en  privant  le  parti  du  G^6ral  Dumouriez 
de  tout  moyen  de  ralliement,  et  en  &isant  voir 
dans  les  puissances  belligerantes,  des  conqudrants 
avides,  a  r^uni  tons  les  Fran9ais  arm^  k  la  Con- 
vention Nationale,  que  k  plus  grande  partie 
abhorrait ;  a  fait  di.^paraitre  la  cause  de  l;i  royaute 
devant  ic  danger  de  la  patrie ;  leur  a  montr^  dans 
la  d^aise  de  la  R^publique,  le  salut  de  la  France ; 
.  les  a  rallies  sur  le  point  de  vue  de  Thonneur  national, 
et  a  certaineuient  nui  au  succ^s  de  la  premiere 
campagne,  et  rendu  le  sort  de  la  guerre  tr^ 
uncertain. 
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"  Cette  seoonde  proolamaAkm  avait  M  donn^  au 

retour  du  ronj^ri^s  d'^Vnvt  i  s,  en  consdquence  de  oe 
qui  y  avait  ete  arr^te  entre  les  ministres  des  Puis- 
sances ooa]js6es.  Le  G^o^ral  vit  aim  que  son  traits 
^Cait  enti^ment  rompu,  et  sans  chercher  k  r^damer 
,  inutilement  sur  ce  cbangement  subit,  qu'il  jugeait 
6tre  irrevocable,  il  ne  oonsuUa  que  son  oaract^ 
et  ses  principes,  et  il  se  sacrifia. 

**  n  se  rcndit  sur  le  champ  au  quartier-general, 
et  dit  franchement  au  Prince  de  Cobourg,  qu'il 
venait  le  remerdar  des  bont^  personneUes  qu'il  lui 
avait  temoigneos ;  qu'il  voulait  continuer  ?i  m^riter 
son  estime;  que  lorsqu'il  s'^tait  11^  avec  hii  par 
un  traits,  oe  n'avait  ^t^  que  pour  op^rer  la  regenera- 
tion de  la  FVanoe,  et  non  pas  son  demembremoit ; 
qu^il  n'entrait  dans  aucune  discussion  sur  ks  motifs 
des  Pniasances  coalisees  qui  ne  le  regardaient  pas; 
mais  que  lui  personneUement  ne  croyant  pas  pouvoir 
coopdrer  a  la  diminution  du  tcrritoire  Fran^ais,  ct  y 
employer,  ou  son  influence,  ou  ses  mediocres  talens,  il 
se  croyait  oblige  de  se  retirer,  et  qu'il  le  priait  de 
lui  accorder  un  passe-port. 

"  Le  Prince  de  Cobourg  ne  put  que  donner  des 
eioges  h  cette  deiicatesse.  L'Archiduc  Cbarles  lui 
temoigna  la  ro^me  estime,  ainsi  que  le  Colonel  Mack ; 
et  le  GeDeral  partit  pour  Bruxelles.  II  ne  doute 
point  qu*apr^  une  variation  aussi  forte  dans  les 
prindpes  de  la  n^ociation  qui  avait  eu  lieu,  apr^ 
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im  d^saveu  aussi  formel  de  la  premie  prodamation, 

les  Imp^riaux  nc  dussent  ^tre  embarrasses  de  sa 
presence,  qui  devenait  au  moins  inutile,  ct  nc  vissent 
ayec  grand  plaisir  le  parti  qu'il  prenait  de  s'^Loigner ; 
mais  il  ne  leur  laissa  pas  le  temps  de  cette  per- 
plexity, et  sa  resolution  fut  prise  sur  le  champ."* 

*  Aliacm'B  remarks  on  this  momentoiis  tnUBBCtion  are: 
*'  A  CoDgren  was  assembled  at  Antwerp  of  the  nunisten  of 
the  Allied  Powers,  which  was  attended  by  Count  Mettemioh 

and  Stahrenberg  on  the  part  of  Austria,  Lord  Auckland  on. 
that  of  England,  and  Count  Kelkr  on  that  of  Prussia.  Such 
was  the  confidence  inspired  by  recent  events,  that  these 
ministers  all  imagined  that  the  last  days  of  the  Convention 
were  at  hand ;  and  in  truth  they  were  so*  if  they  had 
oommimicated  a  little  more  vigour  and  unanimity  into  the 
militaiy  operations.  Inspired  by  these  ideas,  and  irritated 
at  tiie  total  failure  of  Dumouries's  attempt  to  subvert  tihe 
anarchical  mle  in  tiiat  country,  the  plenipotentiaries  came 
to '  the  resolution  of  totally  altering  the  object  of  the  war, 
and  the  necessiiy  was  now  openfy  announced  of  providing 
indemmtieB  and  seearilto  for  the  Allied  Powers;  in  other 
words,  partitioning  the  frontier  territories  of  FVance  among 
the  nuading  states.  The  effect  of  this  resolution  was  im- 
mediately conspicuous  in  a  proclamation,  wliich  Prince 
Cobourg  issued  to  the  French,  in  which  he  openly  disavowed 
on  the  part  of  bis  government,  those  resolutions  to  abstain 
from  all  aggrandizement,  which  he  had  announced  only  a 
few  days  beforehand  declared  that  he  was  ordered  to  pro- 
secute Ihe  contest  by  force  of  arms  with  all  the  foroes  at 
his  disposal.  The  efiects  of  this  unhappy  resolution  were 
soon  apparent." 

F 
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To  show  the  feeling  excited  in  England  by  this  pro- 
damatioa  of  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  AUies, 

we  may  cite  the  speech  of  Mr.  Fox,  on  March  6, 
1794,  as  fol]ows: — "Within  four,  or  at  most  five 
days,  the  FHnoe  of  Saxe-Gohourg,  without  waiting 
to  see  what  effect  his  tirst  proclamation  would  pro- 
duce in  France,  with  audacity  and  effroDtery  un- 
paraQded  in  history^  issued  a  second  proclamation, 
retracting  every  word  of  it." 

Mr.  Pitt,  who  followed  him  in  the  debate,  made 
no  reply  to  his  well-merited  censures.  Indeed,  they 
were  imanswerable.  The  whole  country  participated 
in  Mr.  Fox's  sentiments  on  tiiis  transaction. 


TO  lOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

Bruges,  April  18,  1 793. 

Courtray  is  the  place  of  our  destination;  we 

shall  be  there  to-morrow  night.  The  Prussians, 
we  hear,  are  at  Toumay;  the  Austrians  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cond^    The  French  have  a 

strong  corps  advanced  into  the  Austrian  Nether- 
lands, in  front  of  Cassel,  at  a  place  Cciiled  Hoes- 
burgh  ;  their  line  is  between  Cassel  and  Dunkirk. 
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April  23.— The  Guards,  who  had  beeni  joined  by 

a  brigade  of  the  line  (and  shortly  afterwards  were 
reiDforoed  by  a  brigade  of  Light  Infantry)^  arrived 
at  Toumay,  and  may,  for  the  first  time^  be  considered 
as  forming  part  of  the  allied  array. 

The  Duke  of  York  having  at  this  period  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  General,  his  Royal  High- 
ness did  me  the  honour  of  appointing  me  one  of 
his  aides-de-camp. 


TO  lOHN  CALYBRT,  ESQ. 

Oroq»  two  miles  in  front  of  Toumay, 
April  26,  1793. 

We  were  rather  surprised  at  a  sudden  order  for 
our  move  from  Bruges,  whm  we  expected  to  reinam 
till  our  camp  equipage,  &c.,  joined  us.  The  order 
came  out  a  few  hours  after  Sir  James  Murray's 
return  from  England,  and  I  conclude,  was  the  result 
of  the  determination  of  the  Cabinet.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  our  small  force  is  much  diminished,  by 
two  of  the  regiments  in  the  second  brigade  being 
totally  unfit  for  service,  so  much  so,  that  the  Duke 
of  York  has  left  the  37th  and  j3rd  at  Bruges  and 
Ostend.  The  recruits  that  were  sent  to  complete 
them,  immediately  before  their  embarkation,  are 
worse  than  any  I  ever  saw,  even  at  the  close  of 
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the  American  War,  and  I  sincerely  hcype  the  re<* 
presentation  of  the  Duke  of  York  may  awaken  the 
resentment  of  the  King  against  whatever  per- 
son or  persons  the  fault  lies  with.  In  the  mean- 
time, it  is  a  most  cruel  circumstance  upon  the 
officers  who  command  these  regiments,  and  upon 
General  Aberoromby,  vrbom  brigade  is  for  the 
present  placed  quite  hors  de  combat  We  arrived 
at  Toumay  on  the  23rd,  but  we  have  left  the  town 
in  the  possession  of  the  14th  regiment^  and  are 
ourselves  in  cantonments  in  this  miserable  village. 
The  Grenadiers  and  Light  Infantry  of  the  line  occupy 
a  village  about  half  a  mile  in  our  front ;  and,  on  our 
left,  is  a  small  encampment  of  two  regiments  of 
Austrian  cavalrv,  and  two  battalions  of  Prussian 
Grenadiers.  The  post  we  occupy  is  on  the  Lille 
road,  but  I  rather  think  that  Valendennes  will  be 
the  first  object  of  the  campaign.  We  are  throwing 
up  rt^doubts  in  our  front,  which  rather  indicates  a 
probabihty  of  our  remaining  here  till  our  force  is 
more  miited,  and  our  camp  equipage  arrives.  I 
shall  prefer  the  use  of  the  latter  to  the  canto umcnts 
we  arc  in  at  present  We  have  no  certain  intelligence 
of  the  French ;  but  I  &ncy  their  advanced  post  from 
Lille  is  about  six  miles  in  our  front.  We  hear  that 
Santerre  has  marched  from  Paris  with  30,000  men. 
The  representation  Custine  has  made  of  his  army 
gives  us  grounds  to  hope  for  good  news  from 
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Mayeooe.    The  Dutch  are  advanoed  in  force  as  far 

as  Ghent,  and  the  first  division  of  the  21,000 
Hanoverians  and  Hessians,  who  are,  with  the 
Britisb^  to  form  the  Duke  of  York's  command,  is 
weK  on  its  march  to  join  us.  Such  a  combination 
against  any  one  country,  as  will  be  formed  in  the 
course  of  the  next  month,  was  hardly  ever  known ; 
stiU,  however,  I  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  that 
a  strong  cordon  on  their  frontier,  and  a  complete 
blockade  of  their  ports,  would  tend  more  effectually 
than  an  invasion  to  the  attainment  of  the  great 
object  of  the  war.  Whenever  we  move,  I  take  it  I 
shall  have  interesting  news  to  communicate,  and  trust 
it  will  be  good;  in  the  meantime,  I  have  Qnly  to 
apologise  for  the  trouble  I  have  given  you  with  regard 
to  my  nag,  for  whose  services  I  find  I  shall  have 
occasion. 

P.S. — The  additional  companies  to  the  Guards 
give  Richard  Hulse  a  lieutenancy.  He  will  be  in 
England  soon  to  raise  his  men,  and  has  the  Duke's 
promise  to  return  to  the  army.  I  am  sure  Mr. 
Hulse  will  attribute  it  to  the  right  motive  (a  real 
concern  and  anxiety  for  bis  son's  future  success),  if  I 
take  the  liberty,  through  you,  of  advising  him  to  give 
the  young  hero  as  much  French  as  he  can  possibly 
take,  while  he  is  in  England.  Languages  are  the 
sine  qud  turn  to  an  officer  who  wishes  to  rise  above 
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the  commoQ  routine  of  regimental  duty ;  and  1  have 
myself  felt  very  severely  the  misfortune  of  not  under- 
standing German. 


May  I. — The  FVench  attadced  the  Austrian  and 

Prussian  camp  at  Vicogne. 

May  2. — ^The  French  attacked  the  Austrian  ad- 
vanced post  at  Rume,  and  wero  repulsed  with  the 

loss  of  one  piece  of  caanoii. 


TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head-Qunten.  Ten  o'doek  at  Night. 
May  5. 1793. 

As  the  Duke  is  going  to  send  off  an  extraordinary 
messenger  to-^nigfat,  I  write  you  a  few  lines,  though, 

since  I  wrote  to  vuu  last,  nothinp^  has  occurred  worth 
troubling  you  with.  The  action  of  the  1st  of  May 
yott  will  have  had  detailed  in  the  papers.  The 
oliject  the  French  had  in  view,  was  to  throw  pro- 
visions into  Cond^;  as  this  has  not  succeeded,  I 
imagine  the  place  cannot  possibly  hold  out  long.  We 
have  accounts  of  the  safe  arrival  of  our  first  detach- 
ment of  Light  Dragoons  at  Ostend,  and  I  suppose 
they  will  join  us  in  about  a  week ;  in  the  meantime. 
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we  have  a  corps  of  Austrian  Hussars  aud  a  strong 
corps  of '  Hanoverian  cavalry.     Since  writing  the 

above,  a  letter  has  been  discovered  for  me,  which  had 
escaped  notice  on  the  first  opening  of  the  bag.  \\  hich 
arrived  about  an  hour  ago.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
you  for  your  congratulations,  and  the  part  you  take 
in  my  concerns.  The  Duke's  kindness  had  relieved 
me  from  a  situation  by  no  means  pleasant,  and  I 
wait  impatiently  for  the  arrival  of  my  horses,  that 
I  may  be  enabled  to  take  my  full  share  of  duty. 
You  will  suppose  I  changed  my  quarters  for  the 
better ;  instead  of  a  small  cantonment  at  Orcq,  we 
arc  here  in  a  palace ;  but  the  alteration  I  allude  to, 
is  the  being  relieved  from  the  disagreeable  necessity 
of  serving  this  war  in  the  same  line  I  did  during  the 
last.  Lord  Wilfiam  Bentinck*  is  to  be  another  of 
the  Duke's  aides-de-camp,  and  I  rather  tiiink  there 
will  be  one  more.  Sir  James  Murray  is  the  Adjutant- 

*  Lord  William  Cavendith  Bentinck,  Aide-de-Oamp  to  the 
Duke  of  Yolk.  Entered  the  Coldstream  Guards  in  January, 
1791.  Served  in  Fhmders  with  the  Duke  of  York,  and  mth 
Lord  Moira,  in  the  expedition  to  the  const  of  France. 

Governor  of  Madras,  1803,  returned  iu  1808.  Appointed  to 
the  Staff  in  Portugal,  and  employed  on  a  mission  in  Spain. 
Commanded  a  brigade  in  Sir  John  Moore's  retreat  to  Coruima* 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  British  Forces  in  Sicily,  and 
Ambassador  1812-13.  Appointed  Governor- General  of  India, 
1827.  Returned  irom  India  iu  1834  Member  of  Parliament 
for  Glasgow,  1835.   Died  at  Paris,  June,  1839. 
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general,  and  Colonel  St.  L^er,  Deputy ;  Captain 
HewgiU,  secretafy.  Tbe  Marquis  de  Bouill^  is  beoome 
almost  a  part  of  the  Duke's  family,  without  having 
any  actual  employment ;  he  is  a  very  gentlemanlike, 
pleasing  man,  and  a  good  officer;  and,  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  country  and  of  the  enemy,  he  may 
he  of  infinite  service.    1  am  very  glad  he  is  with 

us. 


May  8. — ^The  Duke  of  York  marched  at  one  in 
the  morning  to  the  camp  at  Maulde,  with  the  brigade 
of  Guards,  one  battalion  of  Hanoverians,  and  a  strong 
detachment  of  Austrian  Hussars,  in  order  to  enable 
General  Knobckdorf,  who  commanded  the  Prussians 
at  St.  Amand,  to  strengthen  his  post.  The  attack 
at  St.  Amand  began  at  half-past  seven ;  about  mid- 
day.  General  Knobelsdoif  requested  that  some  of  tiie 
British  might  advance  to  his  asastance,  the  Grena- 
diers, Coldstream,  and  3rd  Regiments  marched 
immediately  to  the  encampment  of  the  right  wing  of 
the  Fhissians.  The  attack  was  'on  the  left  wing, 
between  the  Abbey  of  Vicogne  and  St.  Amand.  At 
about  five  o'clock,  the  Coldstream  and  Grenadiers 
were  ordered  to  the  left,  the  BVench  at  that  time 
having  rather  the  advantage  over  the  Prussians ;  the 
Coldstream  arrived  first,  owing  to  the  Grenadiers 
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haviog  been  detaciied  to  the  advanced  post  of  the 
camp  of  the  right  wiog.  The  Coldstream,  after 
making  a  considerable  progress  in  the  wood,  came 
up  to  a  line  of  the  enemy  intrenched  and  flanked  by 
a  battery,,  which,  by  a  very  heavy  fire  of  grape,  ren** 
dered  the  attack  of  the  inlrradhments  impracticable. 
The  Coldstream  fell  back  into  the  line  of  the  Prus- 
sians, and  the  firing  of  small  arms  soon  ceased. 
The  cannonade  lasted  till  dark.  The  Guards  occu- 
pied the  yiDages  on  the  left  of  the  Chauss^,  from 
St.  Amand  to  Vicogne.  The  attack  had  been  made 
on  the  Austrians  without  any  material  success  on 
either  side,  most  part  of  the  day. 

May  9. — The  British  troops  returned  to  the 
Camp  de  Maulde. 

May  10. — ^At  two  in  the  morning,  the  Phissians 
and  Austrians  carried  five  of  the  enemy's  batteries ; 
no  guns  were  taken,  owing  to  the  enemy's  practice 
of  each  night  retiring  their  guns  in  the  rear  of  their 
batteries,  and  keeping  them  always  limbered,  ready 
to  make  their  escape.  At  daybreak,  the  French 
army  retreated.  In  the  eyening,  the  corps  of  his 
Royal  Highness  returned  from  the  Camp  de  Maulde 
to  their  former  camp  and  cantonments. 

May  14.— The  first  brigade  of  British  cavalry, 
consisting  of  a  detainment  of  212  men  from  each  of 
the  following  corps,  1  Itii,  15th,  16th  Regiments, 
Light  Dragoons,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
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general  Dundas,*  joined  and  went  into  cantonments 
at  Frozennes  and  Marquain. 

Maiy  18. — The  Prince  of  Orange,  with  eleven 
battalions  of  infantry  and  about  2000  cavalry, 
arrived  at  Toiimay.  The  Dutch  in&otry  encamped 
in  front  of  Toarnay,  the  cavalry  on  their  right. 

May  19. — The  corps  of  his  Ku)ul  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York  marched  from  Tournay,  halted  that 
night  at  Basielis  and  the  neighbouring  villages.  The 
next  day  the  army  arrived  at  Basieux. 

May  20. — After  passing  before  the  Prince  de 
Coboutg,  the  troops  encamped  about  half  a  mile 
from  Basieux.  The  Prince  of  Cobourg*s  head- 
quarters are  at  Quievrain.  Prince  Adolphus,  with  a 
detachment  of  Hanoverians,  arrived  at  the  camp 
the  night  before.  The  Duke  of  York's  command 
amounts  to  nearly  1 2,000  men. 

*  Major-gteneral  David  Dondas,  was  at  the  Academy  at 
Woolwich,  and  was  appoiated,  in  1752,  to  assist  in  tbe 
survey  of  Scotland.  Removed  to  theLine^in  1756.  Com- 
mander-in-chief from  1809  to  1811.    General  and  Colonel 

King  s  Dragoon  Guards,  G.C.B.    Died,  Janutiry,  1820. 


CHAPTER  III 


BATTLK  OF   FAMARS — THK  DUKE  OF  YOBK   INVESTS   V  AI.KN  Cli;.\  N  L>  

TUMOIN  CAPTURED  BY  TAB  FRENCH — 8IEGX  OF  VALKNCI£NNi>i»  

9BBCBIFTION  OF  THB  COVKTftY — ^ABRIVAL  OF  UINFORCEMBXTS — 
▼ALmcISNNBS  BTOUMinnS  TO  TWB  DVKS  OF  TOEIE. 

The  French  had  taken  up  a  strong  position  at 
Famars,  under  the  wails  of  Valencieun(>s,  to  the 
south  and  south-west  of  the  fortress.  They  pos- 
sessed  likewise  Mont  d'Anzain,  situated  on  the  north 
of  the  town  and  overlooking  the  citadel.  While  they 
maintained  these  positions,  the  place  could  not  be 
invested;  and  the  AlUes,  having  collected  about 
80,000  men,  determined  to  make  a  gciiLial  attack 
on  them. 

Claii&yt  was  to  assault  Mont  d'Anzain,  and  the 
attack  on  Famars  was  committed  to  the  Duke  of 

York  and  General  Ferraris.  The  Duke  commanded 
the  first  division,  and  General  Abercromby  com- 
manded the  British  troops  in  that  of  Ferraris. 

Captain  Calvert  thus  describes  the  attack. 
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May  22. — ^Thc  army  moved  forwards  about  four 
miles,  and  encamped  in  front  of  the  village  of  Se- 
bouig.  At  ten  the  same  night  the  troops  were 
mider  anns,  and  at  about  midnight  they  mored  ofF 
their  ground  in  different  columns.  The  fog  was  so 
thick,  that  it  was  near  half-past  five  before  it  was 
suffidently  dispersed  to  enable  us  to  view  the  magni- 
ficent scene  that  surrounded  us — the  allied  army,  all 
in  motion,  and  each  column  forming  its  march 
towards  its  point  of  attack,  with  the  utmost  order 
and  regularity.  The  column  commanded  imme- 
diately by  his  Royal  Highness  was  flanked  by  two 
columns  of  cavalry,  the  one  British  and  Hanoverians, 
and  the  other  Imperial.  The  enemy,  on  perceiving 
the  army  opposite  to  them,  iouuediately  occupied 
their  batteries  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  Rouelle. 
General  Otto,  who  was  sent  with  a  column  of  light 
troops  to  mask  Quesnoy,  passed  the  river  without 
much  loss ;  and  so  efl'ectually  did  he  succeed  in  that 
service,  as  very  soon  to  create  a  jealousy  in  that 
part  of  the  French  army  which  was  destined  to  de- 
fend the  pass  at  Maresche,  at  which  place  his  Royal 
Highness's  column  passed  afterwards  without  any 
loss.'  Soon  after  eight  o'clock,  General  Ferraris' 
column  attacked  the  enemy's  advanced  works  in 
front  of  the  village  of  Aulnoit.  After  some  cannon- 
ading, the  troops  advanced  to  the  attack  with  great 
spirit;  and  the  cavalry,  turning  the  right  tiauk  of  the 
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batteries,  charged  into  them.   The  PVeiich  cavalry 

endeavoured  to  retake  their  batteries,  but  were 
vigorously  repulsed  by  the  Hanoverian  and  Austrian 
cavaky.  The  Duke's  column  immediately  passed  at 
Maresche.  The  enemy  retreated  to  their  camp  at 
Famars.  The  troops  advanced  within  carmon-shot 
'  of  thdr  batteries.  On  reconnoitring  the  position  of 
the  enemy,  it  was  resolved  to  postpone  the  attack 
until  dark.  In  the  night  the  eoemy  evacuated  the 
works  and  camp»  of  which  the  alHed  army  took  pos- 
session the  next  morning ;  the  head-quarters  of  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  being  at  Famars,  from 
whidi  place  the  battle  took  its  name.  The  same 
night  the  enemy  evacuated  Mont  d'Anzain,  which  had 
been  attempted,  but  not  carried,  by  General  Clairfayt 
on  the  23rd.  The  Dutch  advanced  from  Toumay, 
and  took  possession  of  Orchies.  The  Arussians  took 
possession  of  Hasnon  and  Marchiennes. 

May  27. — ^The  conduct  of  the  siege  of  Valen- 
ciennes havii^  been  committed  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
his  Royal  Highness  moved  his  quarters  to  Estreu. 


TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head-Quarters, 
Estreu,  June  4,  4  793. 

I  was  in  great  hopes  that  we  should  have  been 
able  to  oefebrate  the  King^s  birthday  by  opening  our 
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batteries  against  ValencienDes,  but  so  many  delays 

have  happened,  that  until  last  night  we  were  not 
able  to  break  ground  before  the  place.  Our  bat- 
teries, 1  imagine^  will  be  ready  in  about  a  week, 
and  then  the  town  will  be  summoned.  You  seem 
so  much  interested  in  all  that  concerns  us,  and  tiie 
different  situations  we  are  in,  that  I  must  inform  you 
that  we  changed  our  quarters  much  for  the  better 
when  we  left  Fainars.  We  are  here  in  a  very  good 
chateau,  with  gardens  and  a  petit  boia  filled  with 
nightingales.  At  the  end  of  one  of  the  avenues, 
we  have  a  view  of  Cond^,  held  closely  invested  by 
the  Austrians.  A  road  to  tlie  right  of  the  house 
leads  to  our  camp,  which  embraces  all  this  &ce  of 
the  town,  nearly  from  the  Scheldt  to  the  Rouelle. 
The  neck  of  land  from  the  Rouelle  again  to  the 
Scheldt  above  the  town  is  occupied  entirely  by 
Hanoverians.  Mont  d'Anzam  is  occupied  by  the 
Austrians,  uiidrr  tlie  command  of  General  Ferraris. 
The  Prince  of  Coburg's  quarters  are  at  Heine.  I 
believe  it  is  not  the  Duke  of  York's  intention  to  fire 
a  single  shot  at  the  town  tiU  the  batteries  on  every 
face  are  completed,  and  then,  in  my  own  opinion,  the 
matter  will  be  soon  decided. 

A  few  days  ago,  I  spent  a  very  agreeable  morning 
in  taking  a  long  ride  over  a  tract  of  country,  every 
inch  of  which  has  been  disputed  for  this  last  month. 
I  passed  the  Schekit  at  Escaut  pont»  and  rode  to  the 
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village  of  Broay — from  thence  to  Raismes  is  the 
position  of  Claiifayt's  army,  which  lay  intrenched 
upwards  of  a  month  before  Moat  d'Anzaiu.  From 
Raismes  we  wait  to  the  Abbaye  de  Vicogne.  This 
ground  was  oocu|ned  by  the  Imperial  army  on  the 

8th  of  May  and  following  days.  The  abbey  is  one 
of  the  finest  buildings  I  ever  saw,  totally  torn  to 
pieces  and  demolished  by  the  French.  There  remains 
nothing  but  the  walls,  the  noble  architecture  and 
magniticent  marble  of  which  appear  to  have  des- 
pised their  mahce.  From  the  abbey  we  went  into 
the  Bois  de  Vicogne,  and  found  out  the  ground 
where  the  Coldstream  suffered  so  much.  I  almost 
wonder  their  loss  was  not  greater.  They  were, 
at  the  same  moment,  exposed  to  a  fire  from  a 
battery  which  plied  them  with  grape-shot  at  the 
distance  of  350  yards,  and  to  a  line  of  in£ELntty 
which  was  intrenched  in  thdr  front.  We  returned 
by  Mont  d'Anzain ;  and  by  going  up  into  the  belfry 
of  the  church,  we  had  a  very  good  view  of  the 
citadel  and  all  the  west  side  of  the  town.  The 
woiks  on  this  flank  appear  in  good  repair  and 
well-constructed ;  but  we  have  points  of  attack 
enough,  and  the  ground  here  is  very  much  in  our 
iavour. 

The  mail  has  been  due  these  twelve  hours,  and  I 
think  I  shall  probably  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  England  before  I  dose  Ihis  letter.    I  am 
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a  VardmaiTe^  scribbling  away  to  you  a  little  before- 
hand, as  my  epistle  will  not  go  till  night.  The  Duke 
gives  a  dinner  to  the  commanding  officers  of  regi- 
ments to  the  amount  of  four  score.  We  dine  in  a 
shady  walk  in  the  garden— we  shall,  therefore,  at  all 
events,  have  fresh  air.  His  Majesty's  Hanoverian 
kitchen  joined  us  some  time  before  we  left  Toumay, 
with  an  amazing  retinue  of  cooks  and  laced  foot« 
men. 

I  conclude  you  have  heard  of  the  exploits  of  the 
Dutch.  At  Turcoin,  half  the  detachment  taken 
prisoners.  On  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  three 
battalions,  with  their  cannon,  &c.,  &c.,  retired  trom 
Fumes ;  tiie  post  was  retaken  in  a  ooupb  of  days  by 
two  squadrons  of  Hussars.  I  think  it  high  time  the 
Meinheers  slioulti  ixLurn  to  their  bogs.  From  such 
friends  and  allies,  may  the  Lord  deUver  us.  1  really 
beheve  that  half  a  dozen  battalions  of  Austrians  and 
as  many  squadrons  of  Hussars,  would  drive  them  all 
out  of  the  country. 

It  is  a  very  great  amusement  to  me  to  inspect 
and  examine  the  manners  and  dress  of  the  different 
corps  we  are  acting  with^ — the  drawings  which  Cap- 
tain Cook  brought  from  the  South  Seas  are  nothing 
to  some  of  our  friends.  Their  dress  is  fiilly  as 
extraordinary,  and  their  countenances,  by  continued 
exposure  to  the  elements,  have  the  true  Indian  dye; 
but  they  are  the  bravest,  hardiest  soldiers  I  ever  saw. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SIEGE  OF  VALENCIENNES. 


81 


I  think  I  have  nothing  to  add  but  (what  they 
ever  have)  my  best  wishes  to  my  friends  at  Theo- 
balds, aad  to  nasxxre  you,  my  dear  Maria,  ol  the  oon* 

stant  love  and  affection  of,  &c. 


June  10. — The  troops  moved  their  camp.  Ten 
battalioi]3  of  Austrians  occupied  the  camp  from  the 

Scheldt  to  the  village  of  Saultain,  which  is  in  the 
rear  of  their  left.  The  right  of  the  British  troops 
is  on  the  Chauss^  from  ValenciemieB  to  Quesnoy. 
On  their  left,  a  battalion  of  Hanoverian  Gn  iiLidicrs, 
whose  left  is  very  near  the  village  of  Aidnoit.  A 
laige  park  of  heavy  artillery  are  being  assembled  ia 
the  rear  of  the  village  St  Janoe,  and  dep6ts  of 
ammunition,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  fascines, 
gabions^  and  other  necessaries  for  the  commencement 
of  the  siege.  The  communications  to  the  line  of  the 
intended  first  parallel  being  finished,  on  the  night  of 
the  13th  the  trenches  were  opened.  The  works  on 
Mont  d'Anzain  were  in  a  considerable  degree  of  for- 
wardness ;  and  those  in  front  of  Famars,  though  not 
suffidentiy  advanced  to  give  much  annoyance  to  tiie 
enemy,  were  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  corps 
occupying  that  camp.  The  night  of  the  13th  was 
particularly  propitious,  and  by  daylight,  the  men  had 
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covered  themselves  with  very  little  loss.  The  enemy 
fired  but  little  duiing  the  mght. 

Jtme  14. — ^The  town  was  summoned;  the  com- 

mandant  and  municipality  refused  to  surrender. 


TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head-Quarten, 
£streii,  June  17«  1793. 

Our  first  parallel  is  complete,  and  1  think  nothing 
can  prevent  our  guns  opeumg  on  the  town  to-mor- 
row at  daybreak.  You  may  picture  to  yourself  the 
sort  of  salute  it  will  be,  wben  I  teQ  you  that  only  in 
the  parallel  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  town  are 
thirteen  batteries,  each  containing  eight  pieces  of 
cannon ;  two  of  these  batteries  will  fire  hot  shot.  I 
cannot  help  feeling  much  for  the  poor  women  and 
children.  I  hope  they  are  well  secured  in  cellars,  &c. 
Nothing  can  have  been  more  prosperous  tban  our 
approadies  hitherto ;  we  have  thrown  up  communi- 
cations and  works,  I  tlarc  sav  to  the  extent  of  near 
three  miles,  with  very  small  loss  indeed ;  that  of  the 
Eng^h  is  only  three  men  slightly  wounded  by 
splinters  of  shells.  I  speak  of  the  approaches  and 
works  on  our  side  of  the  town  only.  I  am  surprised, 
as  you  mention  Hulse  having  heard  firom  me^  that 
you  had  not  received  the  letter  I  wrote  you  the  4th 
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of  Jvaody  as  his,  if  I  recollect  right,  was  of  the  same 
date.  He  is  coining  out  again  immediately,  and 
probably,  if  Valenciennes  holds  out,  may  come  in 
for  the  end  of  the  siege.  At  his  age,  I  think  the 
more  he  sees  the  better,  and  he  cannot  learn  in  a 
better  sdiool  than  from  our  Austrian  allies,  who  are 
the  very  best  troops  I  ever  saw. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  result  of  a  motion  my 
unde  writes  me  word  that  Mr.  Fox  is  to  make  to- 
day. Tin  some  permanent  government  is  established 
in  France,  and  some  responsible  men  engaged  in 
the  ministry  of  that  country,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
as  impossible  to  obtain  peace,  as  it  was  in  February 
to  avoid  war. 


June  17. — ^The  batteries  in  front  of  Famars,  whidi 

opened  on  the  1 5th,  ufter  throwing  about  four  score 
shells,  ceased  firing,  finding  their  distance  too  great. 
At  night  the  fire  was  heavy  froni  our  batteries.  The 
next  morning  the  enemy  returned  it,  keeping  up  a 
very  heavy  cannonade  almost  the  whole  day^  few 
men  were  hurt :  the  boyaux,  in  the  meantime,  were 
advancing  towards  the  second  parallel,  which  they 
reached  by  night.  Some  sort  of  raagiizine  was  set 
fire  to  by  our  shells,  which  we  threw  this  night  to 
the  amount  of  800. 

June  22. — ^The  batteries  were  commenced  in  the 
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second  parallel.  The  rain  has  rendered  the  transport 
of  the  guns  and  ammunitbn  very  laborious.  The 

fire  from  the  garrison  these  last  three  days  has  beea 
trifling. 

June  23. — Deserters  say  that  Ferrand,  the  Com- 
mandant, has  ordered  the  ammnmtion  to  be  spared  as 

much  as  possible. 

June  25. — ^The  town  has  been  on  tire  four  suc- 
oessiye  nights  till  the  last.  The  construction  of  the 
batteries  in  the  second  parallel  had  been  very  much 
delayed  by  the  rain,  which  feU  in  great  quantities  for 
some  days ;  this  morning  they  were  complete.  Most 
of  the  mortars  and  howitasers  were  in  their  batteries ; 
hut  tVoin  the  excessive  wetness  of  the  ground,  it  was 
not  till  the  evening  of  the  26th  that  the  guns  were 
mounted. 

June  27. — ^The  battery  in  front  of  Famars,oontain* 

ing  six  long  eighteens  and  six  mortars,  opened  on  the 
town  to-day,  and  gave  the  garrison  much  annoyance. 
At  daybreak,  the  batteries  in  the  second  parallel 

were  opened;  they  were  of  the  following  weight. 
Four  batteries,  containing  each  eight  24-pounders; 
four  batteries  containing  each  six  mortars,  or  heavy 
howitzers ;  one  redoubt,  containing  four  24-pounder8 

iuid  eiglit  how^itzers,  which,  together  with  the  bat- 
teries of  the  first  parallel,  amounted  to  nearly  130 

Jvsie  28. — ^At  night,  &e  se^ppe  voUmte  was  begun 
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in  four  difFerent  places  to  form  the  boyaux  &om  the 
first  to  the  second  parallel.    This  was  oon^ued 

without  interruption  all  night ;  the  next  day,  the 
boyaux  were  carried  on  by  the  sa^e  pleim,  and  at 
night  the  sappe  voUmte  was  resumed. 

June  30. — At  night,  or  rather  on  the  morning  of 
the  1st  of  July,  the  sappe  was  interrupted  by  the  fire 
from  the  covered  way;  this  brought  a  heavy  fire 
from  our  batteries  which  were  answered  by  those  of 
the  town.  The  fire  this  morning  was  heavier  than 
it  had  been  any  time  since  the  commencement  of  the 
siege.  The  garrison  of  Cond^  yesterday  demanded 
permission  to  send  a  deputation  to  the  National  Con- 
vention, which  being  refused  the  conference  broke 
off.  Yesterday  the  battalion  of  Hanoverian  Grena- 
diers, who  since  the  commencement  of  the  siege  had 
been  encamped  on  the  left  of  the  British,  crossed 
the  Rouellc,  and  joined  the  Hanoverians  at  Famars, 
two  battahons  of  Austrians  from  Aozain  encamped 
on  the  right  of  the  Chauss^e  of  Quesnoy,  a  second 
line  to  the  Austrians  already  encamped  on  the  right 
of  the  British. 

July  1. — This  night  the  sappe  was  advanced  to 
the  line  of  the  third  parallel ;  the  third  parallel  being 
commenced,  the  low  situation  of  the  second  parallel 
prevented  the  batteries  firing,  except  those  on  the 
flanks  which  extended  further  than  the  third  parallel. 
The  third  parallel  was  completed  on  the  8  th. 
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TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head'Quartera. 

July  4,  ]  79:3. 

I  don't  know  whether  my  friends  at  Theobalds* 
w31  not  think  they  have  drawn  themselves  into  a 

scrape,  by  the  anxiety  they  have  expressed  to  heai' 
what  progress  we  make,  which  induces  uie  h  equeotly 
to  write  a  few  lines,  when  the  inteUigenoe  they  convey 
hardly  repays  you  for  the  trouble  of  receiving  the 
letter — this  is  precisely  the  case  at  present :  we  are 
going  on,  I  conclude,  as  fast  as  we  can,  though  I 
confess,  not  so  fast  as  I  could  wish,  for  I  begin  to 
be  tired  of  the  siege ;  our  third  parallel  is  far  ad- 
vanced, and  considcrmg  the  progress  we  have  made, 
our  hes  has  not  been  great.  Lord  Cavanf  was 
wounded  yesterday,  but  not  dangerously.  The 
enemy  make  an  obstinate,  but  not  a  spirited  resist- 
ance ;  for  they  have  made  no  sorties,  and  have  never 
given  any  material  interruption  to  our  works.  Our 
numbers  will  not  allow  us  to  make  attacks  on  all  the 
points  thai  present  themselves :  we  act  on  the  de- 

*  The  leridence  of  Mr.  Ftoter  Calvert,  Captain  Calvert's 
father,  near  Waltham  Cross  in  Herts. 

t  Earl  of  Cavan,  General,  K.C.,  appointed  to  the  Cold- 
stream Guards  in  April,  177^.  Commanded  a  Brigade  in 
Egypt;  was  Govcruur  of  Calshot  Castle.  Colonel  of  the 
4dth  Regiment.    Died,  Nov.>  1837. 
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fensive  oofy  at  Mont  d'ADZaia,  and  in  front  of  Famars 
we  are  not  able  to  avail  ouraelves  of  all  the  advan- 
tages the  situation  presents  to  us.  Custine,  having 
40,000  men  in  our  front,  makes  it  necessary  for 
the  Prince  of  Cobouig  to  keep  his^corps  (whi(^,  after 
the  detaduDents  he  has  made  for  the  siege,  is  by  no 
means  a  large  one)  compact  and  ready  to  act  as 
occasion  may  require:  he  has  received  some  rein- 
forcements Jately,  and  expects  more.  We  have  it 
now  in  our  power  to  make  the  corps  at  Famars  more 
secure,  for  which  purpose,  four  Austrian  battalions 
and  some  cavalry  are  posted  near  Querenain,  and  the 
Hanoverian  light  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Prince  Ernest,  who  were  at  Querenain,  are  further 
advanced  towards  the  enemy's  camp,  near  Bouchain. 
The  Austrian  advanced  post  is  Douchy,  and  the  French 
videttes  are  within  mnsket-shot  of  them.  We  expect 
our  first  division  of  Hessians,  which  will  consist  of 
4000,  the  beginning  of  next  week,  and  the  second 
division  the  week  after.  I  believe  that  Cnstine's  army, 
though  respectable  in  point  of  numbers,  is  in  no  con- 
dition to  attack  the  Prince  of  Cobourg ;  half  his 
national  troops  are  serving  against  their  indination ; 
his  troops  of  the  Hne  are  univmaOy  discontented, 
particularly  his  cavalry,  who  are  very  budly  moimted 
and  armed.  We  hear  that  the  siege  of  Mayence  is 
at  length  begun  with  vigour ;  the  King  of  Prussia 
commands  it  in  person ;  he  has  two  very  strong  corps 
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to  cover  the  siege.  He  ought  to  carry  on  the  war 
mth  dekii^  fat  by  &e  oonstant  requiaidons  he  has 
made  for  troops,  he  has  much  cramped  om*  operations. 
I  am  told  Ik;  has  not  less  than  110,000  men  round 
Mayeuce.  The  Prussians  have  a  great  deal  of  lee-way 
to  make  up,  to  regain  the  railitaiy  character  they 
estabKiahed  under  their  late  king. 


July  10. — Cond^  aqpitdated ;  the  garrison  to 
march  out  prisoners  of  war  on  the  13th. 


TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head<Quartcrs, 
Before  ValendeimeB,  July  23,  1793. 

I  fear  you  will  begin  to  be  tired  of  Valenciennes, 

and  everything  relating  to  it ;  I  will,  therefore,  only 
inform  you  that  this  morning  at  break  of  day  all  the 
batteries  of  our  third  parallel  opened  on  the  town, 
and  have  been  firing,  apparently  with  LTt  at  eflfect, 
ever  since.  We  hope  that  in  about  six-and -thirty 
hours  the  fire  of  the  enemy  wiU  be  considerably 
lessened,  and  then  the  globes  of  compression  will  be 
fired;  if  they  succeed,  the  enemy's  mines  wiU  lye 
entirely  destroyed,  and  a  breach  made  in  the  coun- 
terscarp of  their  ditch,  which  we  shall  immediately 
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occupy,  with  their  covered  way.  The  next  object 
of  our  attack  will  be  their  hornwork,  befamd  which, 

I  understand,  there  is  a  counter-guard.  This,  I 
fancy,  we  are  to  leave,  and  attack  a  ravelin  which 
covers  the  curtain;  and  having  once  established 
ourselves  there,  it  will  be  no  very  difficult  task  to 
batter  a  breach  in  the  corps  de  place.  You  are  now, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  military  dictbnaiy,  as  wise 
as  myself  for  in  regard  to  time  or  probability  I  never 
will  again  venture  to  form  a  conjectiu-e  when  an 
Austrian  engineer  is  concerned.  We  hear  this 
morning  that  Custine,  who  went  to,  Paris  on  Marat's 
death,  is  confined  there,  and  that  his  successor  is 
appointed  ;  this  is  doubtful ;  but  that  one  of  his  aides- 
de-camp  deserted  to  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  the  night 
before  last  is  certain.  Yesterday  1  made  a  most 
intms^g  and  agreeable  excursion  with  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple.  We  saiiied  out  early  in  the  morning  to 
visit  the  advanced  posts  of  the  right  of  the  Prince 
of  Cobouig's  army.  Now  lay  aside  your  military 
dictionary,  and  out  witli  yciur  ;  we  first  went  to 
Douchy,  whence  we  saw  the  enemy's  camp  near 
Bouchain.  We  tiien  went  to  Denain,  £imous  for 
the  victory  gained  by  Marshal  Villars  in  the  year 
1712.  The  modern  French  have  not  totally 
destroyed  the  column  commemorating  this  event, 
but  have  contented  themsdves  with  effiuang  the 
armorial  Qmaments,    We  then  went  to  Escaudain: 


90  BATHS  OF  ST.  AMAND. 

ironi  Escaudaia  the  advaooed  line  extends  to  Mar- 
chi^nes ;  but  we  visited  the  village  of  Wallers,  on 
purpose  to  see  two  regiments  of  hussars,  caDed  the 
Emperor^s,  which  arrived  two  days  ago  from  the 
confines  of  Turk^.  FVom  Wallers  we  passed 
through  the  Bois  de  Vioogne  to  Hasnon,  which 
was  the  French  head-quarters  during  most  part  of 
the  month  of  May,  at  least  till  some  time  after 
Dampienre's  death ;  it  is  a  poor  village,  but  remark- 
able for  its  abbey,  whidi  is  one  of  the  largest  piles  of 
buildings  1  ever  saw;  it  was  beirun  in  the  year  '79, 
and  completed  in  '84.  It  is  now  all  in  ruins, 
the  shell  only  remains;  and  I  am  sore  I  do  not 
exaggerate  when  I  say  it  would  make  spacious 
bairacks  for  at  least  4000  men — such  an  edifice  1 
conceive  not  absolutdy  necessaiy  and  essential  for 
religious  purposes.  Finding  there  was  no  entertain- 
ment for  man  or  horse  at  Hasnon,  we  proceeded  to 
St.  Amand.  in  the  afternoon  we  set  ofi  again  to 
visit  the  fiunous  mud  baths,  which  are  about  three 
miles  from  the  town,  in  the  Fordt  de  St.  Amand. 
Conceive  a  large  hot-house  frame  placed  on  a  bog, 
and  the  bog  separated  into  various  small  cells,  over 
which  a  tilt  like  a  hudater's  cart,  in  which  the  patient 
is  placed,  and  then  commits  the  part  affected  to  the 
muddy  restorative.  Here  he  sits  or  lies,  as  occasion 
may  require,  for  one,  two,  or  three  hours  at  a  time ; 
the  mud  is  very  nauseous  to  look  at,  but  does  not 
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stiok  quite  so  much  as  I  expected ;  there  are  two 
springs  dose  to  one  another,  both  very  dear :  the 
one  which  I  tasted  is  tepid,  and,  I  thought,  like  the 
Bath  water ;  the  other,  which  I  did  not  taste,  in  some 
d^;ree  resemhles  the  Harrowgate.  The  war  has  pre- 
vented  the  assemblage  of  much  company  this  year ; 
the  baths  and  neighbouring  buildings  are  generally 
occupied  by  wounded  Austrian  soldiers.  We  saw 
one  officer  using  the  hath  while  we  were  there; 
his  wound  was  in  his  arm ;  it  was  immersed  in  mud, 
which  did  not  prevent  his  other  holding  his  pipe, 
which  he  smoked  during  the  ceremony.  We  re- 
turned through  the  For^t  de  St.  Amand  to  the  village 
of  Bruav,  near  which  we  have  thrown  a  new  com- 
munication  over  the  Scheldt.  Our  excursion  af- 
forded us  mudi  amusement,  and  I  shall  be  gratified 
if  you  reoeiye  any  from  the  relation  of  it. 


July  22. — A  detachment  of  British  artillery,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  long  6-pounders,  arrived  from 
Ostend.  On  the  23rd  at  break  of  day  the  batteries 
of  the  third  parallel  opened  on  the  town,  and  con- 
tinued a  very  severe  fire  till  r\v^ht  ■  at  the  same  time 
two  batteries  opened  at  Anzaiu,  one  consisting  of  six 
16-pounder8,  en  ricochet ,  and  one  of  four  mortars. 
The  fire  against  the  town  was  at  this  time  as  follows : 
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1st  parallel. — ^Ten  guns,  eight  mortars. 

2nd  parallel — No.  1.  Eight  12-poimders.  No.  2. 

Three  howitzers.  No.  3.  Four  mortars.  No.  4. 
Six  howitzers.  No.  3.  Four  niurtars.  No.  6.  Eight 
24-pounders.  No.  7.  Eight  24-poiinders.  No.  8. 
Three  howitzers.  ^  No.  9.  . 

3rd  parallel, — No.  I .  Eight  24-pounders.  No.  2. 
Two  howitzers.  No.  3.  Four  mortars.  No.  4.  Four 
mortars.  No.  5.  Four  mortars.  No.  6.  Two 
mortars.  No.  7*  Eight  24-pounder8.  No  8.  Eight 
24-pounders.  No.  9.  Six  mortars.  No.  10.  Four 
24-pounders.  No*  IL  Two  howitzers.  No.  12. 
Four  24-pounders. 

July  25. — At  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  three 
globes  of  compression,  which  had  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  Miners  for  ten  days  past»  heing  com- 
pleted, were  fired  with  good  efiect.  The  troops, 
which  had  previously  been  posted  in  the  trenches  for 
that  purpose,  immediately  advanced  to  the  attack  of 
the  covered  way,  which  they  carried.  In  the  course 
of  a  couple  of  hours  the  column  on  the  left  made 
themselves  masters  of  the  homwork,  and  before 
daybreak  were  completely  established  there. 

July  26. — The  next  morning  his  Royal  High- 
ness sent  one  of  his  aides-de-camp  to  summon  the 
town  by  the  Porte  de  Tournay.  At  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening  the  Governor  demanded  a  cessation 
of  arms,  which  was  granted  till  the  next  day  at 
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four  o'clock  ia  the  afternoon,  when  the  Governor 
seat  oat  articles  of  capitulation  under  which  he 
offered  to  surrender.  His  Royal  Highness  sent 
his  answer  in  the  evening,  and  offered  to  con- 
tinue the  cessation  of  arms  m  the  next  morning  at 
seven  o^dock.  During  the  cessation  of  arms,  the 
Allies  were  indefatigable  in  advancing  their  works, 
and  establishing  themselves  in  those  of  the  enemy 
which  they  had  acquired  on  the  night  of  the  25th. 

Jtdy  28. — ^At  sax  in  the  morning,  six  deputies, 
three  military  and  three  civilians,  came  out  of  the 
town,  with  powers  from  General  Ferrand,  the  Gover- 
nor, to  sign  the  capitulation  as  offered  by  his.  Royal 
Highness.  Th^  were  conducted  to  head-quarters, 
and, at  noon  the  capitulation  was  signed.  In  the 
evening  the  hostages  were  exchanged,  and  the  gates 
and  advanced  works  given  up  to  the  Allies. 


TO  HIS  SISTER. 

July  26,  1793. 

I  have  only  time  to  tell  you  that  last  night  the 
globes  of  compression  were  fired  at  nine  o^dock ;  as 
soon  as  their  effects  had  ceased,  the  troops  stormed 
and  carried  the  covered  way  and  the  homwork, 
where  they  established  themselves,  and  by  break  of 
day  were  completely  covered. 
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Our  loss  is  small.  I  am  sorry  to  say  Eosigo 
ToUemadae  (son  of  Lady  Bridget)  is  IdUed,  and  Lieu- 
tenant  Daer,  of  the  14th  Regiment,  hadly  wounded ; 

CaptLiin  Warde,  uf  the  Guards,  is  \Yoimdcd,  not 
dangerously,  of  which  you  will  iotbrm  the  Grim- 
stones.  The  above  relates  to  our  attadf.  The 
Austrians  on  our  right  were  equally  suooessfuL  At 
daybreak,  the  Duke,  with  the  hope  of  saving  the 
inhabitants  and  their  remaining  property,  and  of 
sparing  further  effusion  of  blood,  sent  me  over  hsre 
to  summon  the  town.  Ferrand  answered  that  he 
must  cunsult  the  municipality.  It  is  now  between 
four  and  five.  I  shall  wait  his  trumpet,  which  he 
promised  to  send,  tiU  night,  and  I  hope  to  have  an 
agreeable  postscript  to  add  to  this  scrawl,  which  is 
writtt  Q  with  very  bad  tackle  at  the  advanced  post 
at  Mont  d'Anzain.  Remember  me  kindly  to  all  at 
Oxhey. 

P.S.— The  Duke  has  just  sent  me  word  that 
Mayenoe  is  taken.  I  hope  I  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  this  news  to  the  Governor  of 
Valenciennes  this  evening.  Adieu. 

Head-Qnartm*  Niae  o'clock. 

The  garrison  have  demanded  a  cessation  of  arms. 
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July  28. — The  next  night,  his  Royal  Highness 
sent  me  with  despatches,  contamiog  accounts  of  this 
important  event,  to  the  King,  royal  family,  and  the 
Ministers.  In  the  night  of  the  30th  I  arrived  in 
London,  and  the  next  morning  had  the  honour  of 
delivering  his  Royal  Highnesses  despatches  to  his 
Majesty  at  Kew.  I  was  on  this  occasion  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Major. 


TO  HIS  SISTBB. 

Thatched  Home,  St  Jamet*  StKet> 
Wednesday  Monuog^  Two  o'clock. 

My  dear  Maria, 
I  know  yon  will  be  happy  to  hear  that  I  have 
arrived  in  town  with  the  news  of  the  surrender 

of  the  town  inid  citadel  of  Vaiencieimes  to  the 
A  Hi  PS,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  York. 
Tell  Mr.  Grimstone  that  Captain  Warde  is  wounded,  . 
but  not  dangerously.    I  am  In  great  haste,  just  set- 
ting off  to  Windsor* 


CHAPTER  IV. 

ram  bmtish  pass  m  schsldt— imrAstov  or  paAMO»— dmvmiom 

or  THB  AIAOft— ArVAIR  Or  UIICII1I.I8--4IHX  HAMOTBmiANS  ATTACK 
mOOSBBnOOa— OBHSRAL  DALTOM  KULBD— THB  AVSnUANI  IlimT 
IUII8MOT— TICTOKT  Or  OBMSIAL  WVBMiBBi— BIBOB  Or  BUMKIBB— 
DBTBAT  or  COIWT  WAUIOBBir  BT  THB  BBBMOB— THB  BBIT»B 
BBIBBAT  VBOM  BVirKIBK. 

The  events  of  the  siege  of  Valencieimes  have 
been  described  at  a  length  perhaps  hardly  aooeptable 
to  the  gdieral  reader,  though  not  uninteresting  to  the 
military  student  of  the  war.  No  other  siege  of  this 
period  led  to  consequences  equally  important.  The 
plan  on  which  it  was  undertaken  involved  a  consi- 
derable dela),  but  the  result  was  certain.  Colonel 
Moncriefif,  the  chief  English  engineer  present,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  body  of  the  place  should  be  attacked 
at  once;  but  Feld-Zeugmeister  Ferraris,  who  had 
distinguished  himself  at  the  capture  of  the  camp  of 
Famars,  and  possessed  the  confidence  of  the  Austrian 
Commander-in-chief,  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
it  was  decided  that  the  fortifications,  erected  under 
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the  dvedaon  of  Vauban  himself,  should  be  approadied 

according  to  the  estublibhed  rales  of  attack.  Major 
Calvert's  absence  from  the  army  appears  to  have 
been  very  brief.  He  returned  two  days  before  the 
attack  on  the  Camp  de  C^sar,  in  which  the  ¥Vench 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  His  journal  is  continued 
on  August  6th. 


AugtLst  6. — At  five  o*dock,  a  column  under 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke,  consisting  of 
16,000  men,  marched  from  the .  camp  before 
Valenciennes  ;  it  passed  the  Rouelle  at  Maresche, 
and  Famars,  and  the  £k)aillon  at.  a  bridge  above 
Vendues,  and  at  Sommaing,  the  Selle  at  Haussy 
and  Saulzoir,  and  took  up  a  position  in  two 
lines  between  St.  Aubert  and  Villers  en  Cauchie, 
with  posts  in  the  villages  of  Avesne  le  See^  St. 
Hilaiire,  and  St.  Vaast.  Head-quarters  at  Villers 
en  Cauchie — a  corps  of  Hessians  took  up  a  posi- 
tion between  St.  Fithon,  and  Romerie,  to  mask 
Quesnoy. 

Ai^uat  7. — ^The  Duke's  column  moved  from 
its  left  at  four  in  the  morning,  and  aft^r  some 
skirmishing,  in  the  course  of  the  day  passed  the 
Scheldt  at  Mani^res  and  Crdveooeur;  head-quarters 

at  Manitires.  The  same  dav,  Colloredo's  column 
marched  from  Saulzoir  and  took  up  a  poskiou  at 

H 
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Naves  in  order  to  support  General  Clair&yt  in  the 
event  of  bis  makiiig  aa  attack  on  the  Camp  de 
C&ar ;  but  Clair&y  t,  who  had  inarched  from  Haspres 

in  the  morninf^,  found  the  passage  of  the  river  too 
well  defended  to  attempt  it,  and  took  possession  of 
the  village  of  Ivi^. 

August  8. — ^The  Duke's  corps,  forming  three 
columns,  marched  with  a  vi(^w  of  attacking  the 
enemy's  intrenched  camp  on  the  heights  of  Bourlon ; 
Ist,  English,  commanded  by  his  B4>yal  Highness; 
2nd,  Hanoverians,  undor  Field-Marshal  Frcytag ; 
3rd,  Austrian,  under  Prince  Hoheniohe.  At  the 
village  of  Marquion,  the  advanced  guard  came  up 
with  the  enemy,  who  set  fire  to  the  viUage,  and  by 
that  means  gained  time,  and  secured  their  retreat  to 
the  village  of  Vis  en  Artois  ;  the  Duke's  column 
encamped  near  Bourlon,  which  was  head-quarters. 
Colbredo's  oolomn  advanced  near  Cambray,  making 
a  show  of  investing  it.  Clairfayt  passed  the  river  at 
Ivuy,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  fled  from  the 
Camp  de  C6sar. 

August  10. — The  corps  destined  for  the  command 
of  his  Royal  Highness  marched  in  two  columns 
from  their  right  Both  columns  passed  the  Cens^  at 
Aubanchoeuil*au-Bac,  and  encamped  in  two  lines 
between  Manchicourt  (head-quarters)  and  Aniche  ; 
the  eor])s  de  reserve  at  Azincourt.  Pickets  occupied 
the  viUages  Fressain,  ViUers,  and  Anidiie.   This  day 
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General  Clairfiiyt,  with  the  whole  of  the  Austrian 
troops,  except  thooe  that  formed  his  Royal  High* 
ness's  corps,  returned  to  their  old  camp  in  the  Ticinity 
of  Valenciennes. 

August  11. — ^Tfae  army  marched  hy  its  right 
Hirough  Sommaing  and  Mardiiennes  on  the  Scarpe, 
a  strong  post  which  had  been  defended  by  two 
battalions  of  Austrians,  and  encamped  in  two  lines 
on  the  left  of  Orchies,  which  was  head-q[uarterB. 
Here  we  were  joined  by  Count  Walmoden's*  corps. 
He  had  been  detached  from  Valenciennes. 


The  ADies  had  now  been  successful  in  many  of  the 

objects  which  they  had  declared  that  they  w^ould 
accomplish.  They  had  driven  the  fVench  out  of 
Austrian  Flanders  and  Brabant;  and  their  armies, 

ha\'inrr  captured  two  important  frontier  fortresses, 
stood  on  French  ground,  ready  to  advance  on  the 
capital.   No  republican  force,  capable  of  resistance, 

*  Count  Walmoden,  bom  17G9.  His  father  was  nunister 
from  Hanover  to  the  Court  of  Vienna.  Count  Walmoden 
entered  the  Hanovesian  service.  In  1790,  exduunged  into 
tlie  Rmsttan  aervioe.  When  ftussia  made  peace  mth  BVance 
by  the  tieaty  of  Baal^  Count  Walmoden  entered  the  Austrian 
aerrice.  He  served  with  'distinction  in  the  campaigns  from 
1796  to  1801.  Was  at  the  battle  of  Wagitun.  In  1813, 
Count  Wahnoden  entered  the  Rusaan  service,  and  commanded 
a  German  Legion.  In  1 8 1 7 ,  he  returned  to  that  of  Austria,  and, 
in  1821,  waB  sent  with  the  Austrian  army  against  Naples. 
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interposed  between  them  and  Paris,  which  they  might 
reach  in  fif)»ea  marches.  But  the  consequences  of 
converting  the  war  of  defence  and  repukion  into  one 
of  aggression  and  conquest,  predicted  by  Major 
Calvert,  in  his  letter  dated  Bruges,  April  17,  had 
ensued.  The  whole  FVench  nation  were  united  to 
withstand,  to  the  uttermost,  the  attack  on  their  native 
land — to  save  their  country  from  dismembcrmt;nt : 
the  dread  of  this  national  ruin,  banished  the  fear  of 
other  evils  less  only  than  this. 

The  duration  of  the  sieges  of  Conde  and  Valen- 
ciennes, which  would  have  been  avoided  had  Colonel 
MoocriefiTs  counsels  prevailed,  and  which  Napoleon, 
as  narrated  by  Las  Cases,  declared  had  saved  France ; 
had  given  the  French  government  time  to  recruit 
their  armies,  and  prepare  militaiy  ^orts  on  the  most 
gigantic  scale.  The  internal  state  of  France  was 
such,  that  honour,  and  even  security,  were  to  be 
found  only  in  the  ranks  of  the  army ;  while  the 
violation  of  the  French  soil  had  furnished  to  the 
revolutionary  government,  arguments  of  irresistible 
urgency  and  strength.  The  entire  resources  of  the 
nation  were  placed  at  their  disposal.  The  system  of 
requisitions  for  the  service  of  the  state,  enabled  them 
to  seize  all  property  belonging  to  citizens  in  easy 
circumstances  ;  and  all  Frenchmen  were  declared,  by 
a  decree  of  the  Convention,  to  be  at  the  service  of  the 
country,  until  its  enemies  should  be  driven  from  thdr 
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territory.  "The  young  men  shall  march  to  the 
combat;  the  married  ones  shall  forge  arms  and 
transport  provisions ;  the  women  shall  fabricate  tents 
and  clothes,  and  attend  the  mflitaiy  hospitals ;  the 
children  shall  make  lint  to  serve  as  dressings  for  the 
wounds  of  the  patients ;  while  the  old  men  shall  cause 
themsdves  to  be  carried  to  the  public  squares  to  »- 
cite  the  courage  of  the  warriors,  to  preach  the  unity 
of  the  republic,  and  inspire  hatred  against  kings." 

At  this  period  the  Allies  suffered  themsdm  to  be 
disunited,  by  mutual  jealousies  and  selfish  objects ; 
the  successes  gained  by  the  bravery  of  their  armies, 
were  to  be  forfeited  by  the  separate  ambition  of 
their  cabinets.  The  Emperor's  flag,  not  that  of 
FVanoe,  floated  over  the  captured  citadels  of  Valen- 
ciennes and  Cond^,  and  the  Austrians,  to  the  amount 
of  45,000  men,  ware  besieging  Le  Quesnoy,  while  the 
remainder  of  their  army  preserved  the  communica- 
tions. Prussia  was  alienated  by  a  policy  which  wiis 
to  render  military  success  subservient  to  the  aggran- 
disement of  her  rival  in  Germany ;  and  the  Cabinet 
of  St.  James's,  we  must  recollect  with  regret,  sought 
to  acquire  a  portion  of  the  sea-coast  of  French 
flanders.  The  allied  army,  of  130,000  men,  which, 
remaining  united,  might  have  given  peace  to  Europe, 
was  divided,  and,  by  their  division  at  this  juncture, 
their  enemy  was  saved. 

The  measure  was  dictated  by  the  British  Cabinet, 
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aod,  as  consequeDccs  of  the  utmost  moment  have 
been  attributed  to  it,  affecting  both  the  fortunes  and 
duration  of  the  war,  the  Editor  has  given,  in  a  note, 

the  obst  rvatious  on  the  subject  contained  in  the  "  Vic- 
toires  ot  Coaqu^tas,"  and  those  of  our  own  his- 
torian, Alison.* 

*  The  French  work  "  V^ictoirps,  Conqui^tes,  Revers,  &c.,'* 
which  the  officers  of  their  army  and  na^  y  rc^^ard  with  such 
fondness,  and  consider  of  such  high  authority,  refers  in  the 
foUowing  paBsages  to  the  conduct  of  the  Allies  at  this 
period: 

"Heureux  Ics  Fran^ais  de  ce  que  lee  puissances  reuoies 
cditre  euz  n'agiuaient  point  ETec  oe  eoneert  qui  ftit  la  force 
dee  ooalitionat  Si  la  mtotelligence  n'eftt  point  tenu  divia^ 
d'intfr^t  lea  cabinets  de  I'Europe  dans  leurs  efforts  pour 
disBoudre  la  i^uUique,  quel  etiit  ^  le  sort  de  la  France  ? 

«  «  *  «  4t  • 

'*  Mais  pour  aToir  h^t^  quand  il  lallait  frapper  de  grands 
coups,  les  puissances  Arang^res  ne  taid^nt  point  h.  s'aper- 

cevoir,  qua,  hi  guerre  encore  plus  qu'ailleurs,  le  temps  perdu 
ne  se  it-piue  jamais. 

"  Malgrd  la  hainc  qn'inspirait  a  la  saine  partie  de  la  nation 
fran(j*aise  la  tyrannic  ctjriveutionelle,  les  dari;^^ei-  cie  la  jiatrie  et 
la  crainte  d'etre  vaincus,  semblaient  avoir  rcuui  tous  les  partis, 
et  leur  avoir  inspir^  un  meme  sentiment,  celui  de  repousser 
par  la  force  les  Strangers  qui  voulaient  les  subjuguer  et  leur  * 
dieter  des  l<»s. 

An  moment  done  oil  les  alli^  se  pr^panuent  envahir  la 
r^publique,  le  G^^ral  Houcbard,  qui  avait  succM^  au  G€nM 
Kilmaine  dans  le  conunandement  de  Tarm^e  du  Nocd,  voyalt 
aceourir  dans  ses  range  une  foule  de  braves,  jaloux  de  TeFser 
leur  sang  pour  la  patrie.   ^als  il  fallait  du  temps  pour  mettre 
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Our  correspondence  details  the  operations  of  the 
British  force,  numbering  with  the  Germans  serrmg 

a  profit  cet  entbousiasmc  ct  ce  zcic  dco  Fraii^-ais  nouvellement 
arrives  sous  les  drapeaux.  Les  puissances  allides  pouvaieot, 
en  mettant  plus  de  franchise  et  d'ensemble  dans  leurs  opera- 
tions militaires,  dissiper  facilement  ces  nouvelies  rccrues, 
encore  iuhabiles  au  metier  de  la  guerre.  Au  Uea  de  combiner 
jMgement  leur  plan,  et  de  marcher  de  concert,  en  avant,  k  la 
ponnukie  de  Tarm^  qui  ae  retirait  devant  lews  bataiUone, 
les  deux  g^i^Eaux-en-clief  dea  nrnides  ooelia^es  se  t^parttent, 
pour  Bgir  particuli^meiit.  Le  Prince  de  Cobouig,  ^  la  tdte 
des  Autridueiis,  ae  dirigea  sur  Maubeoge  et  le  Quesnoy,  poor 
en  fonuer  le  ai2ige«  Le  Due  d'York.  qui  avut  aons  aes  ordrea 
les  Anglais,  lea  Hanovriens,  lea  Hollandaia,  et  lea  Heaaoia> 
ae  jeta  dn  cdt^  dea  places  marittmea  de  Franoe,  dans  I'iiiten- 
tkm  d'aa«H%er  Dunketque,  et  de  t^m  emparer.  Depuis  long- 
temps,  I'Angleterre  ambitionnait  la  possession  de  cette  place, 
qu  elle  avait  eue  autrefois,  et  qu'elle  avait  rendue  a  des 
conditions  si  humillantes,  par  le  trait()  d'Utrecht ;  elle  lui 
semblait  le  prix  le  plus  avantageux  de  ses  efforts,  et  im  juste 
dcdommagement  de  tous  ies  tr^sors  qu'elle  prodiguait  puur  le 
aoutieD  de  la  coalition  contre  la  r^publique :  et  peut-etre  est-ce 
Ik  cette  ambition  d^pkuste  que  la  France  dut  aon  aalut  k  cette 
^poque." 

Aliadn  renuurks  as  foUows.  The  fidelity  of  the  hiat«»ian 
eonatnuna  him  to  apeak  out  on  ^  impoHcy  of  tiie  measures 
adc^ted,  at  Una  period,  by  our  rulers : 

'*  If  the  conduct  of  the  Allies  had  been  purposely  intended 
to  develop  tibe  fimmdaUe  milttaxy  strsngtii,  which  had 
gmwn  up  m  the  French  Republic,  they  could  not  hove 
adopted  measures  better  calculated  to  effect  their  object  than 
were  actually  jjursued.  Four  months  of  success,  which  might 
have  been  rendered  decisive,  had  been  wasted  in  blameable 
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in  the  Duke  of  York's  army,  35,000  men,  which 
now  quitted  the  main  allied  army,  and  advanoed 

inactivity  ;  after  having  broken  the  frontier  line  of  fortreaaes, 
and  defeated  the  covLiin^  army  of  I'luncc  in  a  pitched  battle, 
when  within  fifteen  nuirclies  of  Paris,  and  at  the  hea  l  of  a 
splendid  army  of  130,000  men,  they  thought  fit  to  si  jiarute 
their  force*?,  and  instead  of  pushini^  on  to  the  ceiitn  of 
republican  power,  pursue  independent  plans  of  aggrandize-* 
ment.  The  Eof^h,  with  their  allies,  amounting  to  above 
35,000  men,  moved  towards  Dunkirk,  so  long  the  object 
of  their  maritime  jealousy,  while  45,000  of  the  Imperialista 
■at  down  before  Quetnoy,  and  the  remainder  of  their  vast 
army  waa  broken  into  detachments  to  preaKve  the  oommnni- 
cationa. 

*'From  tluB  roinona  division  may  be  dated  all  the  sub' 
aequent  dlaastera  ol  the  campaign.  Had  they  hdd  together, 
and  poahed  on  vigoronsly  against  tlie  masses  of  the.  enemy's 

forces,  now  severely  weakened  and  depressed  by  defeat,  there 
caiiiiot  be  a  doubt  tiiat  the  object  of  the  war  would  have 
been  gained.  The  decrees  for  levying  the  populaiion  en 
masse  were  not  passed  by  the  Convention  tui  some  weeks 
afterwards,  and  the  forces  they  produced  were  not  organized 
for  three  months.  The  mighty  genius  of  Camot  bad  not 
as  yet  assumed  the  helm  of  affairs ;  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  had  not  yet  acquired  its  terrible  energy;  everything 
promised  great  results  to  vigorous  and  simultaneous  opera^ 
tions.  It  was  a  resolution  of  the  English  Cabinet  in  opposi* 
tion  to  the  dedared  and  earnest  wish  of  Cobeurg  and  all  tlie 
allied  geneFals,  whidi  occasioned  tins  fiLtsl  division.  Tlie 
impartial  htstortan  must  confess  with  a  sigh,  that  it  waa 
Britiah  interests  which  here  interfered  with  the  great  objects 
of  the  war,  and  that  by  compelling  the  English  contingent  to 
separate  for  the  &icgc  of  Dunkirk,  England  contributed  to 
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to-  ^  coast  with  a  tiew  to  lay  siege  to  Dun- 
kirk. 


August  14. — The  Austrians,  to  the  amount  of 
14,000  arrived  and  encamped  near  Orchies,  putting 
themselves  under  the  orders  of  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  York.  Lieutenant-general'  Count 
Alvinzi  comiiiatided  tiiis  corps. 

August  15. — ^The  army  marched  in  two  columns 
— ^the  first  through  Cysoing,  the  other  through 
Rume,  where  they  encamped.  Badeux,  head- 
quarters. 

August  16. — ^The  army  marched  in  two  columns 
— the  first  through  Lannoy,  Roubaix,  the  other 

through  Touflers,  Leers,  Watrelos,  and  encamped  on 
the  right  of  Tourcoin.  General  Fabri,  comiaandiiig 
the  light  troops,  covered  the  march  on  the  left  fiank. 

August  17. — The  advanced  guard,  composed  of 
the  light  cavalry,  flank  battalions,  2nd  battalion 
Hessian  Grenadiers,  2nd  battalion  Starai  (Imperial), 
marched  under  the  commaod  of  the  Austrian  General 

postpoiie  for  twenty  yean  ite  ^otiotiB  termiimlwin.  Poaloity 
has  had  ample  room  to  lament  the  errofj  a  war  of  twenty 
yean  deeply  diequered  wiUi  diaaater;  the  addition  of  aix 
hondred  millions  to  tiie  pnbfic  debt ;  tiie  saciifioe  of  nuIBons 

of  brave  men,  may  be  in  a  great  degree  traced  to  this  unhappy 

resoiuLiuu." 


106 


AFFAIR  OF  L1NCELLE8. 


Dalton,  and  encamped  on  the  right  of  the  village  of 
GiUeuve. 

August  18. — The  army  marched  in  two  columns 

— ^the  left  by  Roucq,  crossincr  the  Lys  on  a  bridge  of 
pontoons  about  a  mile  above  Meoin,  the  right  through 
Neurille  and  Halluim,  crossing  the  river  at  Menin. 
They  encamped  in  two  lines  on  the  Ypres  road  with 
their  left  on  Menin.  In  order  to  cover  the  march, 
the  Dutch  made  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  posts  at 
LinceQes  and  Blaton,  situated  on  the  road  irom 
Werwick  and  Lille,  wliich  the  enemy  had  fortified 
but  did  not  defend.  In  the  evening,  however,  the 
enemy  attacked  both  these  posts  in  great  force.  The 
Dutch  retbed  from  Blaton  to  linceQes.  On  the 
enemy's  approach,  they  abaudoi]cd  Lincelles,  lea\dng 
their  guns  and  ammunition.  At  this  moment^  the 
brigade  of  Guards,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
gcuurul  Lake,*  who  had  marched  on  the  lirst  notice 
of  the  attack,  made  their  appearance.  The  General 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  Dutch  to  stand 
and  raDy  under  cover  of  the  Guards,  but  nothing 
could  persuade  them  to  show  the  smallest  countenance. 
He  therefore  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy  with  the 
three  battalions  he  had  with  him,  who,  marching 
at  a  moment's  warning  out  of  camp,  did  not  exceed 
1 200  men.    The  intrepidity  of  the  troops  made  up  for 

*  In  1804  created  Lord  Lake  of  Delhi  aud  Laswary,  and 
of  Actoa  CliatoQ,  Bucks. 
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the  smaliness  of  their  numbers,^  and  under  a  most 
gaUing  fire  of  grape^  tbey  stormed  and  earned  the  re- 
doubts, &c.,  and  took  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  tumbrils, 
&c.,  and  70  prisoners.    The  loss  cm  this  occasion 
mduded   lieutenant-oolonel    Bosville,  Coldstream 
Guards,  Lieutenant  De  Prister,  killed ;  Colonels  Evans, 
Doyley,  1st  Guards,   Lieutenant-colonel  Gascoyne, 
Coldstream ;  Captains  Wathan,  Bristow,  Archer,  ist ; 
Captain  Cunningham,  3rd ;  Ensign  Baily,  Coldstream, 
wounded;      men  killed,  118  wounded.   The  14th 
and  53rd  British  rep^iments,  and  two  battalions  of 
Hessians  marched  to  reinforce  General  Lake;  hut 
the  enemy  showing  no  inclination  to  renew  the  attack, 
the  Guards  returned  that  night  to  camp. 

August  19. — Ihe  English  and  Hessians  at  Lin- 
ceDes  were  relieved  by  the  Dutch,  who  destroyed  the 
morks  and  retired.  The  army  of  observation  under 
ReW-Marshal  Freytag,t  composed  of  all  the  Hano- 
verians, four  squadrons  of  British  cavalry,  two 
battalions  of  Austrian,  Brentano,  marched  to  Ypres 
and  encamped  between  that  town  and  Poperin- 
gues. 

August  20. — The  army  marched  in  one  column, 

*  The  "Gazette^'  extraordmaiy  states,  "fVom  the  con- 
cuiring  testimony  of  prisoners,  the  en^y  had  twelve  bat- 
talioDS  at  the  poet.** 

t  Freytag's  army  was  detached  from  that  of  the  Dolie  of 

York,  and  acted  on  his  left. 
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the  advaned  guard,  under  Geiieral  Dalton,  encamped 
with  tbdr  left  to  ElTerdingen ;  the  main  body,  after 
possmg  through  Ypres,  encamped  with  their  left  on 

Boesinghen. 

August  21. — ^This  morning.  Marshal  Freytag's 
force  marched  against  the  enemy's  posts  on  the  Yser. 

They  lay  on  thear  arms  till  daybreak,  when  they 
attacked  and  carried  the  posts  of  Rousbrugge, 
Rexpoede  and  Hondschote,  with  the  loss  of  about 
40  men  IdDed  and  wounded.  They  took  eleven 
pieces  of  cannon  and  about  200  prisoners.  The 
army  marched  m  three  columns — 1st  by  Zuydcote, 
Nordschote,  and  Ostflaten,  from  tfaenoe  along  the 
ehaussife  to  Fumes;  2nd,  by  Zuydcote,  Nordschote 
and  Loo,  to  Furnes;  the  artillery  and  baggage  by 
Dixmude.  The  whole  encamped  on  the  north-west 
side  of  Fumes,  about  a  league  and  a  half  firom 
Gyvelde  where  the  enemy  had  a  strong  camp. 

August  22. — In  the  evening,  the  army  under 
the  immediate  command  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
marched  from  Fumes.  At  the  same  time 
Field-Marsli<il  Freytag's  corps  of  18,000  men, 
which  had  done  very  good  service  on  his  Royal 
Highness's  left  flank  during  the  march  from  the 
neighbovirhood  of  Menin,  took  up  a  position  nearly 
investing  the  town  of  Bergues,  after  having  driven 
in  all  the  enemy's  advanced  posts  and  taken  eleven 
pieces  of  cannon.   The  Duke's  corps  marched  in 
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three  columns — the  advaooed  ooliunn  under  General 
Dalton,  foQowed  by  that  under  General  Alvinzi,  the 

left  columQ  under  the  orders  of  Major-general 
Wernek.  At  the  same  time  a  corps  of  light  cavalry, 
under  the  oommand  of  Major-general  Dundas  moved 
iQong  the  strand  upon  tiie  right  of  the  whole.  The 
enemy  made  little  resistance  at  their  camp  of  Gyvelde 
which  the  troops  occupied  that  night. 

August  23. — ^The  next  morning  the  anny  moved 
along  tiie  dyke  (Generab  Wernek  and  Dundas  stOl 
being  on  the  flanks)  and  after  carrying  several  in- 
trenchmetits  and  sm^  forts  with  little  los&,  took  up 
a  position  with  theur  right  on  the  Dunes,  and  their 
left  extending  in  front  of  the  villages  of  Teteghem 
and  Lefferynchoucke.  At  a  farm-house  in  front  of 
the  latter  were  his  Royal  Highness's  head-quarters, 
about  two  mUes  from  Dunkirk.  The  mardi  of 
the  cavalry  on  the  strand,  was  this  morning  inter- 
rupted by  a  fire  from  some  small  French  vessels 
which  lay  off  Dunkirk.  They  were  under  the 
necessity  of  gaining  the  Dunes,  and  resumed  their 
march  on  the  Zuydcote  road. 

August  24. — It  was  his  Royal  Highnesses  in- 
tention this  mommg  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their 
advanced  post  at  Rosendal.  Soon  after  eight  o'clock, 
the  French  were  observed  to  come  out  of  the  town 
in  force,  apparency  a  view  oi  attaddng  our 
advanced  pickets.    General  Oalton  ordered  his  corps 
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under  amis  to  their  support,  and  after  a  considerabfe 
resistance,  io  overoomiDg  which,  the  British  grena- 
diers and  light  infantry,  and  a  battafion  of  Hessian 
grenadiers,  displayed  great  intrepidity,  the  Allies 
drove  the  enemy  into  the  town,  occupying  the  ground 
of  which  his  Royal  Highness  had  designed  to  possess 
himself.  This  evening,  an  intrt'nchment  was  begun 
which  was  carried  from  the  Dunes  quite  to  the  left  of 
the  anny  with  batteries  for  field-pieces.  The  flank 
battalion  this  day  lost  lieutenant-cobnd  Eld  killed, 
and  Captain  Williams  wounded.  The  Austrian 
Lieutenant-general  Dalton  was  kiUed-"-an  irreparable 
loss  to  the  service. 

August  25. — In  the  evening  I  left  head-quarters 
with  despatches  from  his  Royal  Highness  for  their 
Serene  Highnesses  the  Hmditaiy  Frmce  of  Orange 
and  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Cobourg. 

August  26. — The  remains  of  Lieutenant-general 
Dalton,  and  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Eld,  were  interred 
with  military  honours. 

August  28. — Returned  in  the  evening  from 
Bermerain,  the  head-quarters  of  the  Prince  of  K>ax6- 
Cobourg. 

August  29.— The  'Brilliant'  frigate,  with  five 

armed  cutters,  and  the  '  Tryal '  sloop,  lay  off  the 
coast. 

Auffust  30. — ^Admiral  McBride  arrived  from 
England,  and  having  had  a  conference  with  his 
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Royal  Highness,  returned  immediately.  In  the 
evenii^  Major-general  Prince  Reuss^  who  had 
arrived  on  Wednesday  evening  from  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  set  out  on  his 
return. 


TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 

Head- Quarters, 
Lefferynchoucke^  August  dO,  1793* 

Sir, 

I  should  not  so  long  have  deferred  availing  myself 
of  the  honour  your  Royal  Highness  conferred  on  me 

by  permitting  me  to  address  myself  to  you,  had  I 
not  on  the  26th  instant  been  directed  by  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  to  convey  despatches  to  their 

Serene  Highnesses  the  Princes  of  Orange  and  Saxe- 
Cobouig. 

•  «  *  * 

Your  Royal  Highness  win  have  heard  that  the 

Imperialists,  having  entirely  dislodged  the  enemy  from 
the  For^t  de  Marmel,  General  Clair&yt,  with  a  corps 
of  1 8,000  men,  invested  Quesnoy ;  the  trenches  were 
opened  on  the  night  of  the  27th,  and  the  Austrian 
engineers  are  of  opinion  that  the  place  cannot  hold 
out  longer  than  a  fortnight.  The  garrison  have 
made  frequent  sarHeSy  and  constantly  iire  upon  any 
object  that  presents  itself  within  range  of  their  guns. 
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The  Prince  of  Cobourg  has  his  head-quarters  at  the 
village  of  Bermerain,  about  uiae  miles  south  of 
Valenciennes ;  his  corps  of  observation  is  necessarily 
very  much  dispersed,  as  he  is  under  the  necessity  of 
covering  the  whole  country  from  Bavay  to  Cysoing. 
The  enemy  have  a  camp  at  Maubeuge,  it  is  re- 
ported, of  nearly  10,000  men,  and  the  camps  which 
they  still  occupy  at  Arleux  and  Vitry  receive  daily 
augmentations,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  decrees 
of  the  National  Convention^  which  are  enforced  with 
the  utmost  rigour. 

While  I  was  at  Bermerain  his  Serene  Highness 
rec^ved  intelligence  that  General  Wurmser  bad 
gained  a  complete  victory  in  ^e  neighbourhood  of 
Landau,  killing  3000  of  the  enemy  and  taking 
15  pieces  of  cannon.  The  General  has  advanced 
as  iar  as  BilHcldieim. 

On  the  morniDg  of  the  27th  the  enemy  attacked 
the  Dutch  posts,  east  of  the  Lys;  from  three  of 
them  they  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  three  or 
four  pieces  of  cannon,  but  they  carried  the  post  of 
Turcoin,  and  took  one  Dutch  gun. 

In  consequence  of  the  representation  of  the 
Hereditaiy  Prince  of  Orange  of  the  weakness  of 
this  part  of  the  frontier,  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  is  preparing  to  send  him  a  reinforcement  of 
cavalry,  which,  with  some  further  aid  fix»m  the 
Prince  of  Cobouig,  will,  I  hope,  enable  the  Dutch 
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to  reUun  the  post  they  at  present  oocopy  tiU  the 
fall  of  Qoesnoy  enables  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  to 

aiTtird  them  more  effectual  support.  Your  Royal 
Highness  will  participate  in  the  satisfaction  with 
which  I  inform  you  that  the  officers  who  were 
wounded  in  the  attack  on  the  post  of  LinceDes,  which 
did  so  much  honour  both  to  the  troops  and  their 
commanding  officer,  are  all  in  a  fiEur  way  of  recovery ; . 
I  visited  them  at  Menin  the  day  before  yesterday. 
Your  Royal  Highness  will  hear  with  pleasure  that 
Colonel  Leigh,  at  the  head  of  the  flank  battalion  of 
the  Guards,  as  well  as  Major  Mathews,  with  the 
flank  battalion  of  the  line,  distinguished  themselves 
very  much  by  the  service  they  performed  on  Saturday 
last,  when  the  enemy's  advanced  post  at  the  village 
of  Rosendal  was  carried  by  the  right  wing  of  his 
Royal  Highness's  Army.  We  had  to  lament  the 
death  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Eld ;  Captain  Williams 
of  the  1st  was  wounded,  but  not  dangerously.  The 
loss  which  the  armies  have  sustained  in  the  person  of 
the  Austrian  Lieutenant-general  Dalton  will  not  be 
easily  repaired.  The  enemy  have  since  that  day 
confined  themselves  wifchin  their  works,  and  give  us 
very  little  annoyance.  I  hope  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
the  necessary  articles  for  the  siege  will  very  soon  be 
landed,  and  that  we  shall  open  the  trenches  in  a 
few  days.    Our  advanced  pickets  are  at  present,  as 
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nearly  as  I  can  judge,  vvkiiin  a  thousand  yards  of  the 
enemy  's  outworks. 

I  have  the  honom*  to  be,  &c. 


The  Duke  of  York  expected  to  be  assailed  by  the 
French  army  now  collected  in  great  force  in  Dunkirk. 
The  foIlo>idng  shows  the  preparation  made  by  his 
Royal  Highness  to  repeL  the  attack : 

Lefferynchoucke,  August  31,  1794. 

DiapoaUion  for  the  army  m  ease  of  a  general 

attack  upon  the  front  of  our  position. 

As  soon  as  the  fleet  shall  have  secured  our  right 

fiank,  the  enemy  can  apparently  attack  our  front 
only,  and  this  may  be  expected  on  the  right  rather 
than  on  the  left  wing. 

If,  m  case  of  an  alarm  alter  the  pickets  m  the 
intrenchments  have  advanced  to  the  support  of  the 
outposts,  the  Lieutenant-general  of  the  day  should 
not  find  himself  strong  enough  to  repulse  the  enemy 
with  the  reserve  that  is  ordered  daily  in  camp,  he 
must  immediately  report  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
and  at  the  same  time  give  an  order  to  the  non-oom- 
missioned  officer  posted  in  the  redoubt  of  the  bridge 
to  lig-ht  the  beacon  which  is  placed  there,  which 
signal  will  be  repeated  by  the  beacon  placed  on  the 
Dunes.    Upon  this  signal,  the  troops  will  form  in 
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the  places  allotted  to  them,  in  case  of  an  alann,  in 
the  following  order: 

ON  THE  RIGHT. 

One  Battalion  of  Staray  will  immediately  oooupy 
the  intrenchments  between  No.  3  and  No.  4. 

One  Battalion  of  Staray  will  remain  as  a  reserve  at 
the  cross-roads  near  the  sign  of  "  Le  Beau  Jardinier." 

One  Battalion,  British  (viz.,  Flank  Battalion  of  the 
line)  between  Nos.  4  and  6. 

One  Battalion,  Hessian,  between  Nos.  6  and  7< 

Two  Battalions,  Hessians,  as  a  reserve,  near  the 
Dykes,  as  far  as  the  house  of  M.  Tavannes.  * 

For  this  purpose,  each  corps  must  form  com- 
mnnications,  in  order  not  to  be  obliged  to  march  on 
the  Dykes.  Farther  to  the  right,  from  No.  2  to 
No.  3,  one  Battalion  of  Jordis  will  advance  between 
Nos.  1  and  2,  and  one  Battalion  of  British  (viz., 
14  th  Regiment)  from  No.  2  to  No.  3,  as  a  support 

One  Battalion,  Jordis,  one  Battalion,  Stuart,  two 
Battalions,  British  (53rd  and  37th  Regiments),  must 
be  under  arms  in  front  of  their  respective  camps,  and 
wait  for  orders. 

Should  any  one  of  tiie  Battalions  destined  for  the 
intrenchments,  or  as  a  support  from  No.  1  to  No.  3, 
be  at  the  time  on  duty,  the  General  commandmg 
tiia  brigade  most  supply  the  fdaoe  by  one  of  those 
whidi  remain  in  reserve.    Should  thb  be  the  ease 

I  2 
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with  the  Regiment  of  Staray,  and  the  2nd  Battalion 
of  the  regiment  posted  at  the  "  Beau  Jardinier"  be  in 
oonsequence  obliged  to  advance  bto  the  intrench- 
ments,  he  must  in  its  sttad  order  one  of  the  two 
Hessian  Battalions  at  the  Chateau  de  Tavannes  to 
the  sign  of  the   Beau  Jardinier." 

The  cavalry  of  the  right  wing  and  six  squadrons 
of  Karaigzay  must  be  under  arms  in  front  of  their 
respective  camps  and  wait  for  orders,  sending  one 
squadron  to  the  picket  already  posted. 

Each  camp  must  liavo  convcni(;nt  communications 
made  to  its  alarm  ground,  in  order  that  the  great  roads 
may  remain  perfiectly  open  on  each  movement ;  and 
the  commanding  ofltos  of  r^ments  must  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  roads  in  the  rear  of 
the  camp  convenient  for  sending  off  the  baggage, 
and  order  the  necessary  communications  to  be  made. 

The  baggage  of  the  right  wing  must  proceed  along 
the  Dunes  and  assemble  at  Zu}  dcote,  where  it  must 
wait  for  orders,  without  passing  the  canal  The  main 
road  on  the  canal  must  at  all  times  remain  open  for 
the  reserve  artillery  and  the  troops. 

ON  THE  LEFT. 

One  Battahon  of  Joseph  CoUoredo  must  advance,  . 
on  the  communication  established  near  the  Dyke,  into 
the  intrenchments  Nos.  1  and  2. 
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One  BattaKon  of  Weatzler  CoUoredo  must  ad- 
vance as  far  as  the  road  that  leads  from  the  white 

house  on  the  Dyke  towards  Teteghem. 

The  remainder  of  the  Austrian  troops  wiU  proceed, 
on  the  communication  near  the  Dyke,  as  &r  as  the 

brid<:rc  of  pontoons,  and  remain  in  column,  ready  to 
give  support  to  the  right  or  left  wing  as  may  be 
necessary. 

The  Hesnan  troops  of  the  left  wing  are  to  send : 

One  Battalion  in  the  rear  of  the  intrenchments 
Nos.  3  and  4. 

One  Battafion  between  Nos.  4  and  5. 

One  Battalion  between  Nos.  5  and  6  on  the  com- 
munication leading  to  it. 

The  remainder  of  the  Hessian  troops  remain  under 
arms  ita  front  of  thdr  respective  camps. 

One  Battalion  of  British  (viz.,  Flank  Battalion 
Guards)  will  advance  towards  No.  7>  and  the  re- 
mainder must  be  under  arms,  ready  to  supportable 
corps  of  Emigrants  at  Teteghem.  One  squadron 
of  cavalry  will  advance  to  the  picket  already  posted, 
and  the  remainder  wait  for  orders  in  front  of  their 
camp. 

The  whole  of  the  baggage  falls  back  as  far  as 
Gy  velde,  and  there  waits  for  orders,  for^which  purpose 
each  corps  must  have  the  necessaiy  communications 
established  in  the  rear  of  its  camp.  The  main  road 
on  the  Dyke  remains  open  for  artillery  and  troops ; 
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and  that  this  may  be  exactly  observed,  the  English 
oavalry  must  fiiniidi  50  hone  in  case  of  an  alarm, 

who  must  receive  orders  not  to  suffer  any  baggage- 
wao^fron,  on  any  pretext  whatever,  to  pass  on  the 
Dyke  from  hence  to  Zuydcote.  His  Royal  Highness 
will  give  a  particular  order  for  striking  the  tents,  and 
sending  off  the  baggage  as  soon  as  the  army  mardies 
out. 

The  genersl  officers  commanding  brigades  are  to 

communicate  these  instructions  to  the  officers  com* 
manding  the  respective  regiments  under  their  orders. 


September  1 . — The  weather  was  so  bad  as  to  oblige 
the  *  Brilliant/  &c.,  to  leave  their  station. 

September  2. — A  reinforoement  of  200  artillery* 
men  arrived  at  the  PM ;  every  exertion  was  used  to 
bring  forward  the  guns,  ammunition,  &c.  that  were 
landed  at  Nieuport. 

September  Z, — lieutensnt  of  the  Navy  arrived 
from  Admiral  McBride,  saying  that  he  was  ready  to 
sail  with  the  *  Centurion/  50,  '  Sheemess,*  44, 
'Quebec,'  'Vestal/  *  Ceres,'  *  Orpheus^'  frigates; 
'Albion/  'Union/  armed  ships;  'Echo/  sloop; 
*  Vesuvius/  *  Terror/  bombs  ;  and  '  Comet/  fire-ship. 

September  5. — Marshal  Freytag  ordered  an  attack 
to  be  made  on  the  enemy's  camp,  between  the 
villages  of  Zermezeele  and  Amike,  near  Cassel. 
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The  camp  was  earned,  bfut  not  without  a  ooDsi^ 
derable  loss,  which  feD  chiefly  on  the  left  cahimn  led 

by  General  Fabri,  who  was  badly  wounded.  He  had 
with  him  only  one  battalion  and  about  80  Hussars. 
The  n^t  'oohunn  met  with  une3q[>ected  obstades  on 
their  march,  and  the  left  had  to  sustain,  unsupported, 
a  con^ct  with  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
extremely  imprudent  to  make  an  attack  with  ao  small 
a  force  on  a  camp  whidi  oould  recMve  support  ftom 
Caasel. 

Septemb&r  6. — The  enemy  attacked  the  ¥idd- 
Marshal's  outposts,  and  at  night  he  thought  it  prudent 
to  retire  to  Hondschote.  On  the  march,  his  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Adolphus,  and  the  Field-Marshal 
were  taken  prisoners,  but  rescued.  The  garrison  of 
Dunkirk  made  an  attack  on  the  right  wing  of  the 
Duke  of  York's  army  this  afternoon  at  three  o'clock ; 
the  affair  lasted  about  three  hours,  during  which  the 
enemy  reodved  much  assistance  from  their  small 
▼essds,  which,  by  a  constant  and  well-directed  fire, 
amioycd  the  right  wing  of  the  Allies.  Tiiu  cuciny 
weie  beaten  back  before  sunset  into  their  covered 
way.  No  advantage  could  be  taken  of  the  enemy's 
defeat,  as  the  instant  the  Allies  advanced,  they  were 
exposed  to  the  cross-fire  from  the  ramparts  of  the 
town  and  the  vessels.  This  evening,  the  14th 
.  Regiment  suffered  considerably,  and  Colonel -Mon- 
crieff,  the  chief  eagiueer,  rcctived  a  mortal  wuuiid. 
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September  7.— The  enemy  attacked  Count  Wal- 

moden,  who,  on  Field-Marshal  Freytag  being  dis- 
abled by  wounds,  had  succeeded  to  the  command 
of  the  Hanoverian  anny,  and  gained  some  advantage 
over  him.  The  enemy  took  poasesaion  of  Roua- 
brugge  and  Poperingues,  crossed  the  Yser  and  carried 
the  post  of  Bambeke.  In  the  afternoon  an  attack 
waa  made  on  the  right  wing  of  his  Royal  Highness'a 
army ;  the  enemy  waa  again  repulsed. 

September  8. — ^In  the  morning,  the  enemy  made 
an  appearance  of  a  general  attack  j&om  Dunkirk.  It 
did  not  begin,  however,  on  the  Duke  of  York's  line 
till  tliree  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  rrmi-boats  of 
the  enemy  got  under  weigh,  and  cannonaded  the  camp 
of  the  Allies;  under  their  fire  the  enemy  more  than 
onoe  attempted  to  turn  our  right  flank,  by  marching 
along  tlie  strand ;  but  the  good  countenance  of  our 
cavalry,  and  the  steadiness  of  the  troops  engaged  on 
the  Dunes,  prevented  their  carrying  their  project  into 
execution.  The  day  shut  in  as  the  foregoing  one, 
the  enemy  being  obliged  to  retire  into  their  works. 
During  the  action,  his  Royal  Highness  received 
intdfigence  of  the  defeat  of  the  troops  under  Count 
Waluioden  at  Hondschote.  The  Count  sent  word 
that  he  was  retiring  with  his  right  to  Bulscamp,  and 
his  left  at  the  village  of  S  which  post  he 

*  Sic  orig. 
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would  maintain  as  long  as  he  could ;  but  from  the 
events  of  the  day^  he  could  not  be  answerable  for  the 
consequences  of  another  general  attack.  The  enemy 
being  in  possession  of  Hondschote  and  the  ad- 
jacent country,  a  retreat  torn  before  Dunkirk  became 
a  measure  of  absolute  necessity:  accordingly,  at 
midnight  the  army  moved,  leaving  behind  them  32 
pieces  of  battering  cannon,  300  barrels  of  powder, 
and  other  stores  which  it  was  impossible  to  bring  off, 
or  even  to  destroy.  Thus  ended  the  projected  si^ 
of  Dunkirk.  DurinG:  the  time  we  were  before  the 
place,  the  army  lost  more  men  than  the  siege  would 
have  cost.  That  an  undertaking  strongly  recom- 
mended from  home,  received  no  countenance  or  naval 
co-operation,  appeared  very  extraordinary.  This 
remissness  on  the  part  of  the  government  excited 
much  indignation  in  the  army,  and  no  small  astonish- 
ment  among  our  Allies. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

coMiaamiNCBS  or  tbb  mu  ov  tobk*i  urbbat — soiiBASOiCBirr 

OV  TFUS  BT  TBB  VBBMCH— NAVAL  OPSKATIOWa— >]WrBAT  OV  THB 
DVTOB— TBS    rBINOB  OOBOUBO   BBFEAn    TBX   FBBItCB  AT 

AyBSm-LB-8B0— TBB  TBSHOH  QBTKATBD  AT  IIBBIIF— ATBOCIO08 
COITOgOT  OF  TBB  VBBMOB. 

The  Mure  of  the         of  Dunkirk  produced 

results  highly  prejudicial  to  the  fortune  of  the  war. 
In  this  light  it  was  regarded  at  the  tiine,  and  one 
of  tiie  objects  in  making  puUic  these  papers  will  be 

gained  if  attention  is  drawn  to  the  want  of  arrange- 
ment which  prevailed  in  combining  tiie  forces  of  the 
oountiy,  and  if,  in  case  we  should  have  the  mis- 
fortune of  bemg  again  engaged  in  war,  the  chance  of 

failure  from  such  causes  is  obviated.  In  remarking 
on  these  circumstances,  the  "  Annual  Register"  says : 

''A  considerable  naval  armament  from  Great 

Britain  was  to  have  co-operated  in  tlie  siege,  but, 
by  some  extraordinary  neglect,  Admiral  McBride 
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was  Dot  able  to  sail  so  early  as  was  expected.  In 
the  meantime  the  aUied  army  was  extremely  harassed 
by  the  gun-boats  of  the  French.  A  successfnl  sortie 
was  effected  by  the  garrison  on  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber ;  on  the  same  day  the  cohering  anny  of  General 
Freytag  was  surprised  and  totally  routed ;  and  that 
General  and  Prince  Adolphus  Frederick  both  taken 
prisoners.  They  were  afterwards  rescued.  The  con- 
sequenoe  of  these  disastm  was,  that  as  the  French 
were  known  to  be  ooiQecting  in  superior  force,  the 
siege  was  raised  on  the  7th,  after  several  severe 
actions,  in  which  the  allied  forces,  suffered  very  con- 
siderably." 

The  French  were  still  more  ahve  than  ourselves  to 
the  results  of  raising  the  siege  of  Dunkirk.  The 
work  which  has  been  previously  quoted,  **  Victoires, 

Conqn^tes,  &c.,"  contains  the  following  observations 
on  the  subject : 

'*  On  mat  ptim  si  peu  le  cas  d'un  si^,  que  la 

place  ^tait  dans  le  plus  grand  delabrement,  et  eiit 
sans  nul  doute,  emport^  si  la  flotille  de  bom- 
bardement  se  flit  pr&ent^  devant  la  viUe  en  m6me 
temps  que  Tarmac  de  terre ;  mais,  contre  I'attente 
du  Due  d'Yorck  et  uialgr^  ses  messages  rditer^s  en 
Aoglelme,  la  flotiUfi  ne  parat  point,  et  cette  chrcon- 
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stance  remarquable  fut  vne  des  caiisfis  indirectes  de 
la  victoire  qu'aDaient  remporter  les  Ynm^aa,** 
*         *         *         *  # 

"  IMsesp^  de  ce  oontre-temps,  le  Due  s'occupa 
weo  activity  de  rassembkr  tons  les  moyens  qui 

pouvaient  le  mettre  a  m6me  de  se  passer  du  secours 
de  la  tiotille.  Sept  batteries  fiirent  construites  autour 
de  la  place  assi^g^  et  il  fit  faire  h,  ses  troupes  dif- 
£§reii8  mouvemens  pour  resserrer  davantage  la  viUe 
de  Dunkerque.  Plusieurs  villages,  que  tenaient 
encore  les  Fran^ais,  fureut  emport^  par  les  Anglais, 
nudgr^  ropinultre  r^tance  des  troupes  oonveuues  ^ 
leur  defense.  Mais  pendant  que  le  temps  se  con- 
sumait  ainsi  en  affaires  partielles,  le  gen6^  Houchard 
rassemblait  son  arm^.  Camot  ^tait  yenu  lui-mSme 
au  quartier-g^^al  de  Houchard,  lui  apporter  les 
ordres  et  les  plans  du  gouvernement  rdpublicain,  et 
animer,  par  sa  presence,  Tardeur  d4ja  extreme  de  son 
ann^e." 

The  consequences  of  this  defeat  proved  ruinous  to 
the  whole  campaign.  It  excited  the  most  extravagant 
joy  at  Paris,  and  elevated  the  public  spirit  to  a  degree 
great  in  proportion  to  the  former  depression.  The 
dislodging  of  a  few  thousand  men  at  the  extremity 
of  the  line,  dianged  the  face  of  the  war  from  the 
German  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea.   The  Conven- 
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tion,  relieved  from  the  dread  of  inimt'diatc  (hmger, 
and  the  peril  of  invasion,  obtained  time  to  mature  its 
plans  of  foreign  conquest,  and  organize  the  immense 
military  preparations  in  the  interior;  and  Fortune, 
weary  of  a  party  which  threw  away  the  oppui  tumtics 
of  reoeivmg  her  fevours,  passed  over  to  the  other 
side. 


September  9. — ^The  army  arrived  at  Fumes  without 

loss.  They  occupied  their  former  ground,  with  the 
addition  of  a  strong  corps  at  the  bridge  of  Adin- 
kerke.  The  redoubt  at  the  head  of  it  was  put  in  a 
state  of  defence.  Two  battalions  of  Guards  were 
sent  to  reinfurcc  Count  Walinoden. 

September  10. — Count  Walmoden's  corps  took 
up  a  new  position  with  its  right  to  Fumes,  and  its 
left  extending  along  the  Canal  of  Loo.  Ypres  was 
bombarded  the  night  before. 


TO  JOHN  CALVBRT»  ESQ. 

Head-Quarters, 
Fiiniei»  September  10, 1793. 

The  *  Brilliant'  being  detained  for  the  reception 
of  Prince  Adolphus,  gives  me  an  opportunity  of 
sending  you  a  few  lines.   I  gave  my  fiither  an 
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account  yesterday  (which  he  will  forward  to  you) 
of  the  uulbrtimate  circumstances  which  have  put  us 
under  the  necessity  of  retirii^  fivm  before  Dunkiik. 
The  enemy,  after  their  vtctoT^  over  Marshal  Fraytag's 
army,  imve  made  a  movement  towards  Yj;m:«s>  which 
they  attacked  yesterday  evening.  The  works  of 
Ypres  were  dismantled  at  the  same  time  that  the 
other  fortifications  of  the  Impericd  towns  in  the  Low 
Countries  were  destroyed;  fortunately,  within  this 
last  month  they  have  been  in  some  degree  repaired, 
and  I  hope  the  garrison  will  be  able  to  hold  out, 
at  least  a  few  hours  longer.  His  Royal  Highness 
has  resolved  to  march  to  their  succour ;  accordingly, 
we  move  in  two  columns  this  afternoon  by  the  route 
of  Dixmude.  In  the  meantime,  I  cannot  be  free 
from  apprehension  for  the  fate  of  Furnes,  which 
must  expect  the  attack  of  all  the  enemy's  force  from 
Dunkirk.  General  Abercromby,  a  very  able  officer, 
is  left  for  its  defence  with  all  the  troops  we  can  spare 
him.  I  hope  our  forward  movement  will  induce  the 
Dutch  in  this  emergency  to  act  with  effect ;  and  I 
am  persuaded  that  if  an  occasion  presents  itself,  we 
shall  prove  to  the  enemy  that,  though  ubhged  by 
circumstances  to  fall  back  from  before  Dunkirk,  we 
are  still  the  conquering  army.  I  do  assure  you  the 
Duke's  churactir  risrs  very  iiiucli  ijy  Lhi.s  reverse  of 
fortune.  His  good  huaiour  and  spirits  never  forsake 
him,  and  he  meets  the  unfortunate  events  that  have 
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happened  with  a  degree  of  constancy  and  resoluHon 
that  do  him  intinite  honour.  He  has  had  many 
mortifications  and  disappointments,  but  I  have  a 
presentiment  that,  though  our  situation  at  present  is 
but  so-so,  he  will  rise  superior  to  them  all.  I  post- 
pone to  a  more  convenient  season  giving  you — at  least, 
as -far  as  my  poor  opinion  goes — the  causes  of  our 
disaster ;  hut  he  assured  that  eveiy  exertion  is  neces- 
sary at  hornet  to  enable  us  to  oppose  the  enemy  that 
is  come  against  us,  and  to  prevent  Flanders  being 
again  overrun  by  the  banditti  that  infested  it  last 
year. 


Mr.  Fox's  sentiments  on  the  ill  success  of  the 
expedition  did  not  greatly  differ  from  those  which 
dictated  the  foregoing  letter.   On  April  10th,  1794,, 

he  said  : 

"  With  regard  to  the  failure  against  Dunkirk 
(which  they  all  lamented,  as  extremeljr  disastrous  to 
the  Brilnsh  arms),  he  rejoiced  that  no  insinuation 
had  been  made  in  the  smallest  degree  disrespectfiil 
to  the  character  or  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  York ; 
and  that,  after  the  raising  of  the  siege.  West  Flanders 
had  been  recovered  under  the  Prince's  immediate 
orders.  What  man  could  do,  he  had  done;  but, 
iqiprehending  that  his  Royal  Highness  had  not  been 
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properly  supported  from  home,  the  honourable  mover 

(Major  Maitland)  called  for  an  inquiry.'' 


TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

Httd-Qnarten, 
Fames,  September  11,  1793. 

In  the  present  position  of  our  a£^irs,  every  moment 
IS  interesting ;  therefore  I  wiU  not  let  the  mail  go 
without  a  few  lines,  though  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday. 
The  night  has  passed  qnietly,  wh'u-h  has  given  our 
troops  the  refreshment  of  which  they  stood  so  much 
in  need,  and  I  am  now  under  no  anxiety :  on  the 
contrary,  I  am  confident  that  if  the  enemy  attack  us 
and  present  to  us  any  vulnerable  point,  we  are  able 
^and  ready  to  avail  ourselves  of  it.  They  are  at 
Gyvdde,  and,  we  hear,  are  advanced  as  far  as 
Bulscamp,  on  the  Hondschotc  road.  They  again 
made  a  movement  towards  Ypres,  in  the  course  of 
the  night ;  but  I  hope  they  have  now  no  chance  of 
penetrating  in  that  quarter.  Still  we  cannot  be  with- 
out apprehension,  for  should  they  break  in  upon  our 
cordon  at  that  point,  they  would  immediately  turn 
our  left  flank  and  make  our  present  position  unte- 
nable. A  forward  movement  of  this  army  to  the 
support  of  Ypres,  though  justifiable  by  the  greatness 
of  the  object,  must  leave  Furnes  in  a  state  of  much 


Digitized  by  Google 


NAVAL  OPERATIONS.  129 

insecurity.  Admiral  McBride  is  off  Nieuport,  but 
the  aid  he  gives  to  us  now  is  more  in  appearance 
than  reality ;  he  can  only  secure  the  sea-shore,  be- 
tween which  and  Furnes  there  is  space  for  the  march 
of  a  large  army* 

A  Frendi  newspaper  (I  think  of  the  6th)  an- 
nounces a  very  extraordinary  piece  of  intelligence, 
viz.,  the  surrender  of  Toulon  to  the  English,  in  the 
night  of  the  26th  of  last  month.  It  states  that  no 
lives  were  lost  on  tiie  occasion ;  that  the  inhabitants 
who  chose  it,  and  the  few  troops  who  remained 
attached  to  the  Republic,  were  allowed  to  depart 
unmolested;  and  that  twenty-seven  sail  of  English 
shipping  (I  conclude  ships  of  war)  occupied  the 
harbour,  and  the  troops  the  town,  arsenals,  &c. 
The  Cktnstitution  formed  by  the  National  Conven- 
tion had  been  burnt  by  the  common  hangman,  the 
day  before.  If  this  is  true,  we  have  made  an  acqui- 
sition of  more  essential  advantage  to  the  real  inte- 
rests of  Great  Britain  than  all  the  frontier  of  French 
Flanders  together. 

The  mail  being  ordered  to  be  dispLitched,  I  have 
only  time  to  add  that  we  apprehend  the  enemy  are 
endeavouring  to  turn  our  left  flank,  which  will  pro- 
bably occasion  some  immediate  movement 
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TO  JOHN  CALTERT,  ESQ. 

Head-Qnaitert, 
Diaonude,  September  13, 1793. 

Sir  James  Murray's  return  to  England  gives  me 
an  opportunity  of  sendiiig  a  few  lines,  and  congratur 
lating  you  on  the  faD  of  Quesnoy,  which  has  surrm- 
dered  at  discretion.  We  moved  from  Fumes  very 
early  yesterday  morning,  in  three  columns :  the  one 
passed  through  the  town  of  Nieuport,  and  encamped 
with  their  right  near  the  town»  extending  their  left 
on  the  canal  towards  Dixmude.  The  second  passed 
the  canal,  and  marching  to  Dixmude,  encamped  with 
their  left  to  the  town,  their  right  towards  Nieuport, 
with  the  canal  in  their  front.  The  third  column, 
\mder  Count  Walmoden,  passed  the  canal  at  Dix- 
mude, and  are  encamped  from  Romen  to  Gloster 
▼an  Merkem,  occupying  Fort  de  Kenocke  on  the 
canal  ;  they  are  likewise  to  have  an  ailvanced  post  at 
Loo.  in  my  own  opinion,  the  distance  between 
Nieuport  and  this  place  (three  leagues)  is  too  great 
for  co-operation,  and  I  think  it  very  prohable  we  may 
make  some  small  alteration  in  our  position. 

In  the  meantime,  I  am  rather  anxious  about 
General  Abercromhy.  He  is  left  at  Fumes,  with 
orders  to  fall  back  upon  Nieuport,  if  pressed.  All 
was  quiet  with  him  yesterday  morning,  and  I  sin- 
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cerely  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  eneiny,  and  draw  them  off  from  Furnes. 
The  latest  intelligence  leads  us  to  suppose  that  they 
have  between  15,000  and  16,000  men  betwixt 
Rousbni^e  and  Hondsdiote.  Besides  the  army  at 
Gyrdde,  thdr  whole  force  from  Lille  to  Dunkirk 
may  amount  to  80,000  men.  Yesterday  evening 
they  attacked  the  Dutch  posts  of  Messines,  Wer- 
wicke,  and  Comminesupon  the  Lys,  but  I  fmcy 
nothing  decisive  occurred  on  dther  side. 

Tliti  fall  of  Quesnoy  happens  very  a^propoSy  and 
will  set  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  at  Uberty  to  send  us 
effectual  aid  on  this  frontier.  As  our  time  is  a  good 
deal  occupied,  I  only  add  my  best  wishes  to  all  at 
Albury. 


September  13. — The  Dutch  troops  under  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  were  totally  defeated 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Menm,  which  town' that 
Prince  abandoned.  He  retired  to  Haerlebeke  with 
the  reserve  of  his  army,  the  rest  being  scattered  all 
over  the  country,  some  fiyiog  that  night  as  &r  as 
Bruges,  where  the  gates  were  shut  against  them. 
The  next  morning,  the  Hereditary  Prince  retired  to 
Deinze,  afterwards  to  Ghent,  where  he  ordered  his 
army  to  re-assemble  on  the  19th.  General  Beaulieu 
remamed  between  Menin  and  Courtray.    In  conse- 

K  2 


132  DEFEAT  OF  THE  FRENCH. 

quence  of  the  defeat  of  the  Dutch,  his  Royal  Highness 
marchedj  with  the  Gros  uf  the  army,  to  Thoroiit, 
sending  orders  to  General  Abercromby,  who  had 
been  left  at  Fumes,  to  fiill  back  upon  Nieuport  and 

Dixmude. 

September  15. — Marched  to  Rouselaere.  The 
French,  who  had  on  the  i3th  defeated  the  Dutch 
anny,  •  were  this  day  completely  beaten  by  General 
Beaulieu  with  six  battalions  and  six  squadrons. 
Some  of  the  British  cavahy  arrived  in  time  to  sliare 
the  honour  of  the  victory.  The  Allies  took  posses- 
sion of  Menin,  the  state  of  which  town  loudly  pro- 
claimed the  inhumanity  of  the  enemy. 

September  16. — ^The  army  moved  to  Menin. 
Received  intelligence  of  the  victory  gained  by  the 
Prince  of  Coboiirg,  who,  hearing  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  from  Cambray,  Bouchain,  and  Lan- 
drecy^  to  interrupt  the  convoy  of  the  prisoners  taken 
at  Quesnoy,  which  surrendered  on  the  1  Ith,  ordered 
his  cavalry  to  attack  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  - 
Avesne-le-Sec  The  enemy's  cavalry  immediately 
fled,  and  the  infiuitry  formed  a  square.  At  the  first 
charge  the  Imperialists  killed  1500,  when  the 
French  gave  way  on  all  sides.  The  Austrians  took 
or  killed  the  whole  of  the  enemy,  amounting  to 
6000  (except  300  who  escaped),  with  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon,  all  that  the  enemy  had  in  the 
field. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  14thj  the  19th  Regi- 
ment, the  57th,  and  three  companies  of  the  42nd 

joined. 

September  17. — ^Army  halted. 


TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

Head-Qjuarters, 

Menin,  September  17,  1793. 

I  wrote  to  you  from  Dizmude  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th,  and  Sir  James  Murray  took  charge  of  my 
letter.  His  departure  was  prevented  by  the  extraor- 
dinary events  that  have  since  crowded  upon  us,  but 
I  trust  my  letter  found  its  way  to  Alhury.  In  the 
affcemoon  of  the  13th;  we  received  intelligence  that 
the  Dutch  had  been  defeated  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Menin,  and  that  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of 
that  town.  His  Royal  Highness  immediately  sent 
me  in  search  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  to 
learn  the  extent  of  the  calamity,  and  to  induce  his 
Serene  Highness,  by  offers  of  immediate  support, 
not  to  abandon  Courtray.  On  my  arrival  at 
Tliorout  (the  very  first  stage),  i  met  many  of  the 
fugitives,  who,  in  great  numbers  (not  perfectly 
assured  of  their  safety  at  that  place),  pushed  on  to 
Bruges,  where  their  flight  was  stopped  by  some 
British  otiicers,  who  ordered  the  gates  to  be  shut  on 
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them.  The  accounts  1  received  were  very  different, 
bttt  all  agreed  that  they  had  been  most  completely 
beat^.  I  went  as  far  as  Deinze,  on  the  Ghent  road, 
in  pursuit  of  a  person  whom,  from  description,  I 
imagined  to  be  the  Prince  of  Orange.  On  my 
amval  there,  I  found  it  vras  the  Prince  of  Hesse- 
Darmstadt,  who  had  assured  his  retreat  by  imme- 
diately pushing  on  for  Ghent,  and  that  tlie  Hereditary 
Prince  was  with  the  reserve  of  his  army  at  Haerle- 
beke,  where  I  joined  him  at  daybreak.  His  troops 
were  then  under  arms  to  retire  to  Deinze.  He  has 
since  fallen  back  to  Ghent,  where  he  has  ordered  his 
army  to  reassemble  on  the  1 9th.  His  Serene  High- 
ness laid  muoh  of  the  blame  of  his  defeat  on 
General  Beaulieu,  who,  with  six  battalions  and  six 
squadrons  of  Austrians,  lay  near  Menin;  but  the 
General's  account  is  so  dear,  and  his  conduct  at  the 
time  and  since  so  decided  and  proper,  that  I  fear  our 
Dutch  friends  must  bear  it  ;dl  themselves.  I  fancy 
they  lost  between  3000  and  4000,  more  prisoners 
than  killed. 

The  Austrians  speak  highly  of  the  conduct  of 

Prince  Frederick  of  Orange ;  and  the  corps  mime- 
diately  under  him  behaved  well  tUl  he  was  wounded. 
General  Beaulieu  appears  to  have  covered  the  flight 

of  the  Dutch,  and  prevented  the  enemy  penetrating 
any  farther  than  Menin.  His  Royal  Highness,  in 
consequence  of  this  event,  marched  from  Dixmude 
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on  the  14  th,  sendiQg  orders  to  General  Ab^xaroml^ 
to  quit  Fumes,  and  M  bade  upoD  Nieuport  and 
Dixmude. 

On  the  15th,  we  arrived  at  Rouselaere,  which  had 
been  occupied  by  our  advanced  guard  the  night 
before.  The  advanced  guard  of  cavalry  immediatdy 
moved  on  to  join  General  Beaulieu,  who  lay  near 
Menin,  and  arrived  just  in  time  to  take  part  in  a 
victory  which  that  General  obtained  over  the  French, 
and  to  occupy  Menin  that  night.  The  army 
Tiiaiched  here  yesterday.  The  enemy,  durinp:  the 
short  time  they  were  in  possession  of  Menin,  have 
given  a  most  diabolical  example  of  their  boasted 
philanthropy  and  fratonity,  by  destroying  every 
article  of  every  sort  they  couid  lay  their  hands  on. 
Such  a  complete  devastation  must  have  been 
attended  with  some  labour,  for  the  inside  of  every 
house  is  gutted,  and  wiiat  could  not  be  carried  off  is 
maliciously  destroyed. 

The  Hereditaiy  Prince  has  much  to  answer  for. 
Whether  he  could  help  the  misfortune,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  judge ;  but  certain  it  is  that,  even  after  his 
defeat,  he  was  as  strong  as  General  Beaulieu,  who 
kept  bis  ground,  and  finally  recovered  Menin.  The 
Prince  of  Cobourg,  after  haviiig;  ;j::iined  a  victory 
over  the  enemy,  has  advanced  as  tar  as  Cysoing, 
with  a  view  to  co-operation  vrith  us ;  and  a  day  or 
two  wiU,  I  hope,  be  sufficient  to  refivsh  our  men, 
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who  have  undergone  great  lutigue  lately.  From  the 
junction  and  oo-operaition  of  all  our  annks,  the  best 
consequences  may  be  expected. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  late  victory  of  the 
Austrians  are,  as  well  as  I  can  Icani,  as  follows: — 
The  Prince  of  Cobourg,  hearing  that  a  corps  was 
'assembled  from  Cambray,  Bouchain,  and  Landrecy, 
with  a  view  of  atUickmg  the  convoy  of  the  prisoners 
irom  Quesnoy,  sent  fourteen  squadrons  of  cavaby, 
who  came  up  with  them  near  Avesne4e-Sec.  The 
enemy's  cavalry  immediately  fled ;  the  infantry  formed 
into  a  square,  and  were  immediately  attacked  by  the 
Imperialists^  who,  at  the  first  chaige,  kiUed  1500. 
The  enemy  gave  way  on  all  sides,  and  out  of  6000. 
300  only  made  their  escape.  The  Austrians  took 
all  the  cannon  the  enemy  had,  viz.,  eighteen  pieces 
and  two  culverines. 

I  am  not  yet  without  my  apprehensions  for  our 
right  flank.  The  enemy  are  in  very  great  force,  and 
may  certainly  make  detachments  from  Caasel  towards 
Nieuport ;  the  communication  with  which  place  and 
Ostend  appears  to  me  to  be  absolutely  necessary, 
and  their  safety  the  sine  qua  non  of  the  existence  of 
our  army  on  this  frontier.  But  i  dare  say  our 
movements  depend  on  better  heads  than  mine,  and 
in  them  I  cx)nfide  that  so  essential  an  object  as  our 
communication  with  the  sea  will  not  be  neglected. 
The  news  from  Toulon  gives  much  satis^tion 
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Arc  you  not  proparing  a  land  force  to  back  the  good 
intentions  of  the  people  ?  We  have  on  this  northern 
frontier,  likewise,  some  Loyalists  who  are  assembled— 
they  say,  to  the  number  of  14,000 — in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Aire ;  .and  I  hope  some  arrangements 
are  bdng  made  to  give  them  support.  The  intd- 
figenoe  of  to-day  is,  that  the  enemy  are  using  every 
exertion  to  collect  a  prodigious  force  near  Lille,  for 
the  safety  of  which  place  they  begin  to  be  appre- 
hensive. I  hope  this  object  will  occupy  all  their 
attention,  for  I  fear  them  on  our  right  flank  only. 
His  Royal  Highness  has  ordered  their  post  at 
Commines  to  be  attacked  to-morrow ;  I  understand 
he  means  to  be  present  himsdf.  Our  light  troops 
wiU  make  the  attack,  supported  by  three  or  four 
battalions.  We  have  been  joined,  since  I  wrote  to 
you  last,  by  the  19th  and  67th  Regiments,  complete, 
and  three  companies  of  the  42nd.  If  the  reason 
given  for  the  remainder  of  that  regiment  not  being 
arrived,  is  true — viz.,  the  want  of  transports — 
cannot  help  thinking  there  must  be  some  very 
unaccoimtable  mismanagement  in  the  department  to 
which  we  have  so  long  fruitlessly  looked  for  naval 
co-operation. 

r.S. — From  what  the  Duke  told  me  to-day,  I  find 
it  is  his  Royal  Highness's  intention  to  spend  part 
of  the  winter  in  England,  and  I  hope  he  will  take  his 
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family  with  hina.  1  therefore  dare  flatter  myself 
with  Hie  expeotati(m  of  seeing  my  friends  before 
Christmas,  in  which  case  I  shall  draw  on  my  friend 
John  for  a  Brock,*  and  hope  to  pouch  an  old  cock 
partridge  or  a  long  tail  with  him. 


SeptmJber  18. — ^The  army  halted.  In  the  night 
an  order  arrived  from  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  for  a 

strong  detachment  to  be  made  from  the  army  under 
his  Royal  Highness,  to  occupy  Cysoing,  at  that 
time  the  head-quarters  of  his  Serene  Highness. 

Accordingly,  early  in  ilie  morning  of  the  19th,  a 
corps  of  about  9000  men  marched  under  Count 
Waknoden. 

September  20. — The  engineers  commenced  re- 
pairing and  improving  the  defences  of  Menin;  and 
the  Allies  occupied  Werwicke,  on  the  Lys.  A  corps 
of  upwards  of  3000  occupied  the  village  of  Mouscron, 
about  two  league  east  of  the  Lille  Chaussde,  with 
orders,  if  pressed,  to  fall  back  on  Courtray. 


TO  JOHN  CALYE&T,  ESQ. 

Head-QtuurterB, 

Mcnin,  September  20,  1793. 

When  I  wrote  to  you  last,  on  Tuesday,  1  flattered 
myself  that,  from  the  approach  of  the  Prince  of 

*  Probably  a  guoinaker. 
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Cobotu^  (his  Sereoe  Highaess  having  advanoed 
towards  us  as  far  as  Cysobg),  something  decisive 

was  likely  to  take  place  in  this  quarter.  I  find,  how- 
ever, that  I  was  mistaken^  for  the  enemy  have  re- 
moved thdr  force  from  the  Camp  de  la  Madeleine, 
and  taken  a  position  about  ten  leagues  south-east  of 
Lille,  between  that  city  and  Douay.  The  Prince  of 
Cobonrg  has  Mm  back  to  St.  Amand  on  his  way  to 
Manbeuge,  the  siege  of  which  place  is,  I  understand, 
to  commence  immediately,  and  to  be  carried  on,  co4te 
qui  codte.  The  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  has 
agreed  to  lend  10,000  Dutch  on  this  oocaaon,  and  I 
dare  say  that,  with  the  Austrians,  fliey  will  do  very 
well  in  the  trenches.  There  appears  to  be  much 
good  sense  in  this  proceeding  of  the  Prince  of 
Cobourg,  as  without  Maubeuge  the  acquisitions  we 
have  made  would  not  be  in  a  state  of  security  during 
the  winter;  but  it  reduces  us  to  the  disagreeable 
necessity  of  acting  on  the  defensive  only,  at  least  for 
the  present  By  the  Prince  of  Cobourg's  order,  we 
detached  nearly  10,000  men  to  Cysoing  yesterday. 
As  the  corps  under  General  Beaulieu  has  joined  us, 
this  does  not  reduce  our  numbers  more  than  by 
1000  or  1500  men.  We  are  to  put  this  town  in  a 
state  of  defence,  and  the  same  is  being  done  at 
Ypres;  but  the  enemy  being  in  possession  of  Com- 
mines,  Wameton,  and  Messines,  that  place  cannot 
be  considered  a  good  post,  and  it  is  probably  on  that 
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account  that  his  Royal  Highness  makes  this  his 
head-qusiierB. 

The  enemy  are  increasing:  their  army  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  pressing  into  the  service  every 
man  who  is  not  absolutely  disabled  by  age  or  in- 
firmities. Yesterday  they  wantonly  set  fire  to  the 
village  of  Ruuhbiugge.  T  believe  his  Royal  High- 
ness means  to  send  a  trumpet  to  remonstrate  on  this 
inhuman  proceeding.  We  are  rather  alarmed  by  the 
non-arrival  of  the  mail,  which  has  been  due  since 
yesterday ;  and  tlie  wind  liaving  been  fair,  leads  us  to 
apprehend  it  may  have  met  with  some  accident. 
Till  the  iall  of  Maubeuge  sets  us  at  liberty,  the 
accounts  from  hence  will  probably  not  be  very  inte- 
resting. When  anytliing  happens  worthy  of  your 
attention,  you  shall  hear  again. 
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THE  FRKNCH  ATTACK  WKRWICKE  8IROE  OF  MAUBEUGE — SVFFERINQS 

OP  THE  PEASANTRY — SISGK  OP  MAUJUtUGB  RAISED  BY  THE  PRENCH. 

September  22. — We  received  the  news  of  the 
defeat  of  the  French  by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Landau. 

September  23. — General  Abercromby  joined  from 
Dixmude. 

September  26. — ^His  Royal  Highness  set  off  this 

morning  at  daybreak,  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Stadt- 
holder,  who  was  with  the  Dutch  troops  near  Ghent. 
This  morning,  under  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  the  enemy 
made  an  attack  on  the  outposts  at  Werwicke :  our 
loss  amounted  to  20  killed  and  wounded,  and  up- 
wards of  50  prisoners. 

September  29. — Sir  J.  Murray  returned  from 
England. 
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TO  UIS  SISTER. 

Head-Quarters, 
Menin,  October  2,  1793. 

Yoa  express  so  much  anxiety  to  hear  how  we  go 

on,  that  I  give  you  a  few  lines  frequently  when  I 
have  really  no  news  to  make  my  letter  worth  the 
trouble  of  opening,  for  we  are  h&e  very  quiet  and 
very  duU,  except  that  our  outposts  at  Werwicke  are 
generally  attuckcd  ewry  other  nioi  iung.  I  very  im- 
patiently wait  the  lall  of  Maubeuge,  when  1  think 
that  we  shall  have  it  in  our  power  to  act  offensively* 
The  Prince  of  Cobourg  attacked  and  carried  two  of 
the  enemy^s  advanced  camps  two  days  ago.  He  is 
now  before  the  intrenched  camp  of  Maubeuge,  which 
I  hear,  is  very  strong,  and  likely  to  be  weU  defended. 
His  Sm^e  Highness  has  with  him  twenty-nine  bat- 
talions of  the  tinest  infantry  m  Europe,  and  a  very 
huge  force  of  cavalry.  The  Prince  of  Orange  has 
consented  to  co-operate  with  him,  and  carries  with 
him  1 6,000  men,  w  hom  he  represents  as  very  de- 
sirous of  an  opportunity  of  proving  by  their  gallantry 
that  the  misfortune  at  Menin  was  owing  entirely  to 
General  Beaulieu,  and  not  to  any  misconduct  of 
theirs.  We  daily  expect  good  news  from  the  Prince 
of  Cobourg.  In  the  meantime,  I  am  not  without 
my  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  frontier  at 
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Poperingues,  Loo,  Dixmude,  &c.,  aod  many  people 
are  under  more  alarm  for  our  own  post,  which  does 
not  give  me  the  smallest ;  and  I  hope  my  fears  for 
those  on  our  right  will  turn  out  to  be  groundless. 
Plunder  and  rapine  appear  to  be  the  enemy's  object 
in  all  their  incursions  into  the  imperial  territory,  and 
the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate  peasants  who  reside 
on  the  frontiers  are  beyond  all  description.  I 
heartily  wish  some  of  our  countrymen,  who  do  not 
appear  to  be  sensible  of  the  blessings  they  enjoy  in 
residing  in  a  land  of  liberty  and  security,  and  under 
the  protection  of  a  government  which  is  equally  the 
refuge  of  the  high  and  the  low,  could  be  transported 
for  a  time  to  witness  the  scenes  of  devastation  and 
miseiy  that  we  have  betbre  us. 


TO  HIS  SISTBR. 

Head-Qmrten, 
Menin,  October  6,  1793. 

My  Lord  Elgin's  return  to  England  offers  me 
an  opportunity,  of  which  I  avail  myself,  of  sending 
you  a  few  lines,  though  I  have  no  particular  news ; 
from  the  situation  of  the  armies,  1  hope  I  shall  soon 
have  something  important  to  communicate.  The 
PHnce  of  Cobouig,  as  I  before  wrote  you,  has  in* 
vested  Mauheuge  and  the  intrenohed  camp ,  he  was  ^ 
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last  night  joined  by  the  Dutch  troops ;  and  the  day 
after  to-morrow,  I  understand,  he  commences  his 
attack.    I  have  heard  the  plan  is  to  bombard  the  ^ 
camp  for  ;i  couple  of  clays,  and  then  to  storm  it. 

The  enemy  have  been  making  every  exertion  to 
increase  their  army,  and  by  the  introduction  of  a  guil- 
lotine into  every  town  in  France,  have  been  tolerably 
successful.  By  the  latest  accounts,  they  have  a  camp 
of  10,000  men  at  Arleux;  they  have  anotiier  at 
Vitiy,  which,  passing  through  Montauban  and 
Gaverolle,  extends  along  the  chaussee  from  Douay  to 
Arras.  This  camp  they  give  out  to  consist  of 
nearly  40,000  men;  their  best  troops  compose 
it,  with  a  formidable  train  of  artillery.  To  form 
this  corps,  many  troops  have  been  drawn  from  Lille 
and  the  Camp  de  la  Madeleine ;  and  it  is  to  this  army 
that  they  look  for  the  relief  of  Maubeuge.  But  I  am 
in  hopes  that  point  will  be  decided  before  they  can 
arrive  there,  and  that  if  they  make  a  forward  move- 
ment, their  retreat  may  not  be  so  easily  effected. 

Yesterday  we  recdved  intelligence  that  the  enemy, 
in  the  course  of  the  night,  had  very  much  weakened 
their  posts  on  the  Lys,  and  that  the  greatest  part  of 
their  force  on  this  frontier  had  Men  back  towards 
Aire.  This  manoeuvre  indicates  some  internal  com- 
motion ;  and  I  have  a  great  notion  that  the  discontent 
of  the  people  on  the  late  rigorous  proceedings  of  the 
National  Convention  is  breaking  out  in  every  part; 
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if  so,  I  don't  despair  of  giving  them  a  bard  blow  yet, 
before  the  campaign  is  over. 

We  have  been  under  much  anxiety  for  General 
Lake,  who  has  been  very  dangerously  ill.  He  is 
sufficiently  recovered  to  return  to  England,  where,  if 
tiie  sincere  wishes  of  those  who  have  served  in  the 
campaign  under  his  command  could  have  any  a\  ail, 
he  would  speedily  recover,  for  be  is  most  universally 
beloved  and  respected. 


October  .10,-^In  consequence  of  a  requisition  of 
tiie  IVince  of  Cobouig,  the  troops  marched  from 

Menin,  leaving  a  corps  of  nearly  5000  men  for  the 
defence  of  that  place,  under  the  Austrian  lieutenant- 
general.  Count  Erbacb.  The  works  were  at  tbis 
time  oonsidembly  advanced,  and  all  accounts  coin- 
ciding in  ihi^  reports  of  the  enemy's  having  as- 
sembled all  the  force  they  possibly  could  near 
Cambray,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  Maubeuge, 
left  us  less  to  apprehend  for  the  safety  of  Menin 
during  our  absence.  The  troops  were  this  night 
cantoned  in  Pecq  and  other  villages  about  half*way 
between  Courtray  and  Toumay.  The  Austrians, 
who  had  marclK^d  the  evening  before  under  Count 
Alvinzi,  reached  the  camp  near  Cysoing  to-day. 

October  11. — ^The  camp  was  pitched  on  a  very 
fine  plain,  having  the  right  at  Basieux  and  their  left 
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at  Cysoing ;  his  lloyai  Highnesses  quarters  at  the 
CMteau  de  Camphin. 
The  corps  which  had  occupied  this  post  under 

Count  Walrnoden  formed  in  the  iiae  with  tlie  troops 
from  Menin. 


TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

HeAd*QnBrtenf 
Chateftu  de  Camphm.  October  1 1 , 1793. 

The  camp  is  once  more  upon  a  plain,  and  should 
the  enemy  make  an  attempt  upon  it,  I  have  no 
douht  we  should  give  a  very  good  account  of  them, 

but  there  is  no  appearance  of  any  intention  of  the 
kind  at  present ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  moved 
from  Vitry,  and  all  the  troops  they  can  muster  are 
assembled  at  Guise,  to  the  amount,  I  hear,  of 
30,000  regular  soldiers.  The  numbers  of  their  new 
levies  it  is  very  difficult  and  perhaps  useless  to  ascer- 
tain, for  though  they  would  tell  in  continued  opera- 
tions on  a  Ion  or  frontier,  I  do  not  conceive  they  add 
much  to  the  enemy's  force  in  an  action,  and  that 
appears  to  be  the  event  on  which  the  fate  ai  Mau- 
beuge  wiU  depend.  Jourdan  has  probably  his  orders 
to  relieve  Maubeuge,  coUte  qui  codle,  and  he  well 
knows  he  must  not  let  his  own  judgment  interfere 
with  the  wish  of  his  employers.   The  IVince  of 
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Cobourg  will  with  pleasure  give  him  the  meeting 
whenever  he  advances  into  the  open  comixy,  which 
he  must  do  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Avesne,  in  his 
march  from  (iiiise  towards  Maubeuge.  It  is  sup- 
posed he  will  march  to-morrow  morning,  in  which 
case  it  is  probable  that  on  Monday  this  great  event 
wiD  be  decided ;  and  if  valour  and  discipline  are  to 
prevail,  1  feci  contident  of  the  success  of  the  Allies. 

The  Dutoh  have  arrived  before  Maubeuge,  but 
they  refuse  to  pass  the  Sambre,  and  say  they  are 
come  to  besiege  the  town  and  wiU  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  intrenched  camp.  We  must  not,  I 
fear,  in  any  dtuation  rely  much  pn  the  exerldons  of 
troops  who  are  to  dhoose  thdr  service. 

The  19th,  27th,  42nd,  and  57  th  Regiments  set 
out  from  Meoin,  on  their  march  for  Ostend  this 
morning;  they  are  a  very  fine  body  of  men,  much 
too  good  for  the  climate  of  the  West  Indies,  to 
which  they  are  destined.  The  service  they  are 
wanted  for  is,  I  conclude,  urgent,  or  tfan^  would  not 
have  been  taken  firom  us  ^  thb  critical  juncture. 

I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  our  noble  colonel  has  had  a 
sh^^t  touch  of  the  gout ;  he  was  young  enough  to 
be  running  after  a  hare,  whidi,  however,  he  caught 
and  ate.  He  has  made  out  the  march,  I  hear, 
tolerably  well,  with  the  assistance  of  a  large  shoe. 

We  are  told  Lord  Howe  has  thirty  sail  of  the 
line,  and  we  begin  to  look  with  impatience  for  a 
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"  Gazette  **  extraordinary  from  that  quarter.  1 
should  imagine  Maubeuge  will  be  our  finale. 


OcMer  12.— Halted. 

Ocfoher  1 3. — The  enemy's  camp,  at  Mont  Tem- 
pleuve,  was  within  about  five  miles  of  Cysoing ;  it 
was  reported  to  consist  of  20,000  men,  of  whom 
three-fourths  were  new  levies. 

October  14.- — The  Prince  of  Cobourg;  sijrnified  to 
the  Duke  of  York  his  wish  that  his  Royal  Highness 
would  approach  nearer  to  him  with  what  troops  he 
oould,  as  the  enemy's  force  daily  increased.  They 
h:id  marched  from  Guise,  which  was  their  last  place 
of  assemblage,  and  had  taken  a  position  with  their 
right  to  Avesnes,  and  left  to  Landrecy.  His  Royal 
Highness  marched  at  noon  with  the  British  and 
Hanoverian  infantry,  and  all  the  cavalry,  except  two 
regiments  left  at  Cysoing.  The  British  infantry 
now  consisted  of  the  brigade  of  Guards,  who  were 
reduced  by  service  and  illness  to  1400  men  fit  for 
duty,  and  the  37th  Regiment;  the  14th  were  left  at 
Courtray,  the  53rd  at  Nieuport.  The  four  regiments 
latdy  joined,  marched  from  Menin,  the  day  after  Yds 
Royal  Highness  left  it,  to  Ostend,  to  embark  for  the 
West  Indies.  The  Hanoverian  infantry  consisted  of 
four  yery  weak  hattsJions.   With  this  force,  however. 
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his  Royal  Highness  inarched  immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  the  Prinoe  of  Cobourg's  letter.  The 
troops  encamped  that  night  in  the  neighhourhood  of 

St.  Amand.  His  Royal  Highness  remained  at 
Tournay. 

October  16. — ^The  troops  cantoned  in  the  villages 
of  Curgies,  Saultain»  Estreo,  Sebourg,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Valenciennes,  which  was  his  Royal 
Highness's  head-quarters.  In  the  night,  his  Royal 
Highness  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had 
attacked  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  who  repulsed  them 
and  took  ten  pieces  of  cannon ;  but  as  the  enemy 
were  in  very  great  force,  his  Serene  Highness 
pressed  the  immediate  march  of  the  corps  under  his 
Royal  Highness  to  Englcfuntaiue,  which  was  effected 
without  delay. 


TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Tonmay,  October  15,  1793. 

I  have  only  time  to  tell  you  that  the  British  and 
Hanoverian  infantry,  with  a  considerable  corps  of 
cavahy,  marched  yesterday  at  noon,  in  conseqaence 
of  the  Prince  of  Cobourg's  wishing  us  to  come  on 
his  right  flank.  The  troops  marched  by  Mar- 
chiennes  and  Orchies,  and  we  shall  join  them  this 
evening,  when  his  Royal  Highness's  head*quarters 
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will  be  ValeDCLennes.  The  troops  will  encamp  near 
CurgieS)  and  the  next  morning  we  shall  proceed  with 
them  to  Englefontainc,  in  the  skirts  of  the  ForOt  dc 
Mormal.  Cysoing  is  held  by  a  corps  of  Austrians, 
under  Count  Al?inzi.  The  enemy  have  a  camp  of 
superior  numbers  at  Mont  Templeuve,  but  as  they 
are  chiefly  the  new  levies,  I  hope  Alvinzi  is  in  no 
danger  from  their  vicinity.  The  Prince  of  Cobouig's 
head-quarters  are  at  Pont,  on  the  Sambre. 


October  16. — The  troops  arrived  at  their  ground, 

and  were  joined  by  Lieutenant-general  Winheim's 
command  of  Austrians,  which  had  been  considerably 
lessened  by  the  detachments  he  had  made  to  the 
Prince  of  Cobourg.  This  morning  the  enemy  again 
attacked  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  i  but  it  was  soon 
discovered  that  their  chief  force  was  this  day  on 
thdr  right,  and  that  the  main  point  of  attack  was  on 
the  left  of  Monsieur  de  Clairfayt.  The  artillery  of  the 
enemy  was  in  great  force,  and  the  Allies  were  driven 
out  of  the  villages  on  theur  left  by  the  incessant  fire. 
These  villages  were  twice  retaken  witii  the  greatest 
gallantry  ;  the  village  of  Wattignies,  in  particular, 
was  retaken  by  tlie  bayonet,  the  troops  stationed 
there  havmg  expended  all  their  ammunition.  In 
the  evening,  his  Royal  Highness  received  intelligence 
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firom  the  Rrinoe  of  Cobourg  that  the  enemy,  having 
made  themselves  masters  of  Wattignies,  and  the 
other  villages,  and  by  that  means  gained  his  left,  his 
position  was  no  longer  tenable^  that  it  was  tberdfore 
his  intention  to  retire  across  the  Sambre,  and  raise 
the  siege  of  Maubeuge. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

AUSTRIAN*   i-AHU  THE  bAMBRK  ACTION   AT  1,A  HATE  p'aVESVE  THK 

FRKNCH  CAPTURK  WATTIGNIK8  GENERAL  ATTACK  ON  THE  ALLIES 

—MIHCOMOUCT  or  THE  DUTCH — THE  rRENCH  ATTACK  COUNT  KRBACH 
—  THB  ALUM  CAVTOKB  KABOHIUnaa  —  TPBX*  BBLUTW^SVB- 

taamwa.  of  poet  iaoib  to  «hs  AiAiM^OMAviscnoy  at  ohsmt. 

October  17. — ^In  llie  moining,  his  Royal  High- 
ness received  intelligence  that  the  Austrian  army, 
under  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  including  the  corps 
emfdoyed  in  the  investment  of  the  intrenched  camp 
of  Maubeuge,  had  passed  the  Sambre,  in  the  night, 
without  loss.  This  service  was  much  ihcilitated  by  a 
judicious  and  spirited  attack,  made  late  in  the  even- 
ing on  the  enemy's  right  flank,  by  General  Ben- 
jowski  and  Colonel  Haddick,  with  the  regiment  La 
Tour  and  some  Hussars^  who  took  twelve  pieces  of 
cannon.  Our  commimication  with  Berlaimont  is 
secured  by  a  strong  abbatis,  flanked  by  cannon, 
which  passes  throagii  the  Foret  de  Moniial  t(j  the 
banks  of  the  nver. 
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TO  HIS  ROYAi.  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 

Sag^footaioe,  October  17,  1798. 

The  events  of  the  last  two  days  have  been  of  so 
much  importance,  and  will  probably  have  so  material 
an  influence  on  the  future  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign, that  I  again  avail  myself  of  the  honour  your 
Royal  Highness  did  me  in  permittiDg  me  to  address 
mysdf  to  you. 

You  win  have  been  informed,  that  in  consequence 
of  a  requisition  from  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Buke  marched  on  the  10th 
from  Menin,  leaving  a  corps  of  about  5000  men 
for  the  defence  of  that  post,  under  the  command 
of  the  Austrian  Lieutenant-general,  Count  Erbach. 
On  the  1 1th,  his  Royal  Highnesses  army  encapiped 
on  a  fine  plain,  having  their  right  near  the  viDage  of 
Basieux,  and  their  left  at  Cysoing.  The  advanced 
posts  of  the  right  extended  to  Templeiive,  in  the 
,  Imperial  tenritoiy,  where  they  communicated  with 
those  from  the  corps  at  Mouscron.  The  posts  on 
the  left  extended  to  the  entrance  of  the  viUage  of 
Capelle,  where  they  had  a  communication  with  those 
iuniished  by  the  oorp»  at  Orchies.  The  enemy's 
camp  at  Mons  en  Pevele,  was  reported  to  contain 
20,000  men,  but  three-fourths  of  these  were  of  the 
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new  levies,  who  were  represented  to  be  rety  badly 
armed. 

On  the  1 4th,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the 
Prince  of  Cobourg,  the  Duke  marched  with  the 
British  and  four  battalions  of  Hanoverian  in&ntry, 
and  an  the  cavalry  that  could  be  spared  from  Cysoing, 
which  post  was  left  to  the  care  of  the  Austrian 
Lieutenant-g«[ieral»  Count  Alvinzi.  The  enemy, 
we  understood,  had  advanced  from  Guise,  which  was 
their  general  rendezvous,  in  great  force,  with  a 
formidable  train  of  artillery,  and  had  taken  a  position 
between  Landracy  and  Aveane,  which  movement  in- 
duced the  Prince  of  Cobourg  to  concentrate  his  forces 
as  much  as  possible. 

His  Royal  Highness  arrived  here  yesterday,  where 
we  found  the  Austrian  Lieutenant-general  Win- 
hBorn,  wHh  a  corps  considerably  diminished  by  fA» 
detachment  he  had  made  to  the  main  body  of  the 
Prince  of  Cobourg's  army. 

OA  the  15th,  the  enemy,  having  established  tfaem- 
iselves  in  a  wood  called  La  Ilaye  d'Avesiie,  made  an 
attack  upon  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Cobourg's 
army,  which  extended  along  the  plain  on  the  easteni 
hank  of  tiie  Safflbte,  nearly  opposite  Beiiaimoni 
The  Austrians  retired  out  of  some  hamlets  and 
enclosures  in  firont  of  this  position,  and,  after  a 
heavy  cannonade,  the  enemy  bemg  imprudent  enough 
to  commit  themselves  on  the  plain,  were  immedi- 
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aieiy  charged  by  the  Imperial  cavalry,  and  repulsed 
with  the  loss  of  nine  pieces  of  cannon  and  one 

howkzer.  Your  Royal  Highness  will  observe  that, 
after  passing  through  a  wood,  which  I  believe  is 
called  Le  Bois  du  Prince,  the  left  of  the  Austrian 
army  was  ibrmed  in  some  degree,  en  potence,  to  the 
right,  and  extended  to  the  village  of  Wattignies. 
This  vmg  was  oommandfid  by  General  Clair&yt 
The  attack  of  the  enemy  on  this  side  was  repulsed, 
but  not  with  the  Sdiiw  advantage  that  attended  the 
operations  on  the  right,  as  the  wood  and  enclosures 
in  front  of  the  villages  upon-  the  left,  powvented  the 
cavalry  fiom  bang  employed. 

On  the  1 6th,  between  nine  and  ten  a.m.,  the  enemy 
renewed  their  attack;  but,  grown  wiser  from  the 
experience  of  the  day  before,  they  showed  tbemsdves 
in  smidl  numbers  only,  in  the  skirts  of  the  woods 
and  enclosures,  in  iront  of  the  plain  occupied  by  the 
right  of  the  Allies ;  and  it  was  soon  perceived  that 
they  had  earned  the  greatest  part  of  their  force  to 
their  right,  and  that  General  Clairfayt's  left  was  the 
real  point  of  attack.  I  happened  to  be  with  the 
Prince  of  Cobourg  when  the  affair  oomnmced,  and, 
before  I  left  him,  the  village  of  Wattignies  had  been 
twice  taken  and  retaken :  it  was  lost  owing  to  the 
very  severe  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery ;  but,  in  both 
instances,  regained  by  the  good  conduct  and  in- 
trepidity of  the  Austrians,  with  small  arms,  and  once 
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with  bayonets.  In  the  eveaing,  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  attOlery  became  irresistiUe,  and,  at  night, 

the  Duke  received  a  message  from  the  Prince  of 
Cobourg,  informing  him  that  the  enemy,  having 
estabhshed  themselves  in  Wattignies,  and  the  other 
villages  on  his  left>  had  so  far  gained  his  left,  that 
he  did  not  tliiuk  his  position  any  longer  tenable, 
and  that  it  was  his  intention  to  recross  the  Sambre 
in  the  night,  and  consequently  raise  the  siege  of 
Maubeuge.  From  the  immense  artillery  of  the 
enemy  and  their  nmubers,  it  was  natural  to  ap})reheDd 
that  they  would  give  some  btemiplion  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  Serene  Highnesses  intentions ;  but  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  th:it  this  service  was  completely 
performed  dm-ing  the  night  without  loss.  It  was 
facilitated  by  a  successful  attack,  made  late  in  the 
evemng,  by  Colonel  Haddick,  who  drove  the  enemy 
as  far  as  the  Chateau  de  Soke,  ut  tlie  same  time 
that  Greneral  Benjowski,  with  the  regiment  of  La 
Tour  and  some  heavy  Hussars,  made  a  vigorous 
charge  upon  their  right  flank.  In  these  two  at- 
tacks the  enemy  lost  twelve  pieces  of  cannon, 
ammunition,  &o. 

It  is  with  much  concern  that  I  commimicate  these 
disastrous  events  to  your  Royal  Highness.  The 
communication  between  our  post  and  that  at  Berlai- 
mont  is  assured  by  means  of  a  strong  abbatis,  which 
extaids  from  the  left  of  our  position  through  the 
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For6t  de  Mormal,  and  is,  in  different  places,  flanked 
by  cannon.  The  oountry  immediately  in  our  front 
is  open,  and  the  natural  strength  of  the  position  is 
increased  by  some  flfiches,  the  situations  of  which 
appear  to  have  been  chosen  with  much  judgment. 
The  consequences  to  be  appiehended  from  the  &ilure 
of  our  designs  on  Maubeuge  will  immediately  present 
themselves  to  your  Royal  Highness  in  a  much  truer 
point  of  view  than  I  could  place  them.  The  cir- 
cumstance most  to  be  ^hed  is,  that  the  enemy 
may  be  so  far  elated  with  th^  success  as  to 
venture  to  pass  the  Sambre,  and  give  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  regaining  what  we  have  lost  by  a  general 
action,  in  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  gallantry  and 
discipline  of  the  allied  troops  would  prevail  over  the 
numbers  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,, 

Hasbj  Calvert. 


October  18. — The  enemy  cannonaded  our  post  at 
Sasseignics  from  some  batteries  erected  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Tliis  day,  a  strong 
patrol  went  beyond  Cateau  Gambresis,  at  some 
distance  on  the  other  side  of  which  place  they  fell 
in  with  about  500  horse  and  a  battalion  of  infantry. 
Our  patrol  endeavoured  to  induce  the  cavalry  to 
attack  them,  but  in  vain,  neither  were  they  able  to 
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make  any  prisoners.  This  reconnaisance  was  com- 
manded by  the  PHnce  of  Wurtemberg.* 

October  19. — reooiuiaisaiice  was  made  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Lord  Herbertf  with  no 
better  success.  Accounts  arrived  to-day  that  the 
Allies  had  forced  the  lines  of  Weisaenbuig,  and  that 
General  Wurmser  had  taken  25  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  outposts  of  our  army  were,  at  this  time,  ad- 
vanced near  to  Gateau,  and  extended  to  the  right  of 
the  village  of  Solesme,  The  country,  in  this  part) 
is  remarkably  open,  and  favourable  for  the  operations 
of  cavalry. 

October  21. — A  general  attack  was  made  on  all 
the  posts  of  the  Allies  from  Fumes  to  Douchy,  in 
which  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  except  at  Poperingues 
and  Werwicke.  At  Marchiennes,  the  attack  was 
repeated  in  the  evening  with  such  vbknce  that  the 
Austrians  were  obliged  to  ML  back  at  night  on  St. 
Amaud. 


*  Lewis  Eugene,  Prince  of  Wurtemberg.  Died,  May,  1795. 
HiB  weakness  made  him  the  tool  of  flatterers,  and  his  bigotry 
deprived  him  of  the  love  of  hi«  people. 

t  Lord  Herbert,  afterwards  Earl  of  Pembroke,  K.G*, 
entered  the  army  ia  1776.  Served  with  a  detached  corps 
under  Count  HohenzoUem  in  Flandm.  Cobnel  of  the 
6th  Dragoons,  and  Goremor  of  Guenuey.  Died  a  General, 
November,  1827. 
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TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head-Quarters, 
Englefontaine,  October  22,  1793. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Chohnonddey  on  the  17th ;  and  as 

I  had  written  to  you  on  the  1 5th,  I  did  not  think  it 
was  necessary  to  repeat  the  dose  so  soon,  especially 
as  it  was  a  bitter  one.  I  am  sony  to  say  I  have 
nothing  as  yet  to  sweeten  the  potion.  Ju  eontrairej 
yesterday  morning,  the  enemy  attacked  the  post  of 
Marchienncs,  from  whence  they  were  repulsed  with 
loss.  In  the  evening,  however,  they  renewed  their 
attack,  and  in  such  numbers,  that  it  became  neces- 
sary for  the  Austrians  to  fall  back  on  St.  Aiiumd, 
which  they  did  in  the  night,  without  loss.  The 
enemy  in  our  part  remain  very  quiet,  and,  as  yet, 
are  peaceable  neighbours.  "A  friend  in  need  is  a 
fiiend  indeed,"  they  say ;  so  tlie  Dutch,  the  moment 
they  heard  of  the  misfortune  at  Wattignies,  insisted 
on  retreatmg  to  Mons,  whidi  they  have  done  in  spite 
of  every  remonstrance,  and  from  whence,  1  have  no 
doubt,  they  will  retire  the  moment  they  hear  the 
enemy  have  passed  the  Sambre. 

A  report  is  circulated  that  the  Queen  of  France  is 
murdered.  As  far  as  she  herself  is  concerned,  I 
think  the  sooner  an  end  is  put  to  the  unheard-of 
miseries  she  endures  the  better.   I  see,  by  a  French 
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paper,  her  proces  before  the  Convention  began  on 
iho  15t)].  What  will  become  of  her  children, 
Heaven  knows!. 


October  23. — ^In  consequence  of  orders  from  the 
Prince  of  Cobouig,  the  Duke  of  York  marched  from 
Englefontaine,  leaving  General  Winheim,  with  the 
corps  under  his  command,  at  that  place.  The  troops 
halted  at  £stren  and  Saultain.  His  Royal  High^ 
nes8*8  headrquarters  were  at  Valenciennes.  At  night, 
we  received  accounts  th;it  the  enemy  were  in  posses- 
sion of  Menin,  Count  Krbach  having  been  under  the 
necessity  of  fidling  back  on  Courtiay.  General 
Wemek,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  at  Cysoing, 
in  consequence  of  Count  Alvinzi's  illness,  sent  word 
to  his  Royal  Highness  that  his  outposts  having 
been  seriously  attacked  the  last  two  days,  he  had 
been  obliged  to  take  another  position  about  a  mile  in 
the  rear  of  his  first,  near  Marquain. 

October  24. — ^The  army  inarched  at  daybreak. 
On  the  march,  his  Royal  Highness  was  informed 
by  General  Wernek  that  he  found  himself  obliged 
to  retire  to  the  position  near  Tournay,  and  as  his  rear 
was  pressed  by  the  enemy,  he  requested  immediate 
assistance  from  his  Royal  Highness  to  insure  the 
safety  of  Tournay.  The  cavalry  was  ordered  to 
move  on  directly  to  Tournay,  and  the  infantry  to 
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push  on  for  the  camp  at  Maulde,  from  whence,  after 
having  some  refreshment,  they  were  to  proceed  to 
Toumay*  His  Royal  Highness,  on  his  arrival  at 
Tournay,  not  finding  the  necesnty  so  pressing  as  had 
been  represt  nr.id,  sent  an  order  for  the  infantry  to 
femain  at  Maulde  during  the  night,  and  to  mardi 
at  two  o'dock  in  the  morning  for  Touniay.  The 
cavaky  encamped  on  the  left  of  the  Austrians,  in 
front  of  Tournay. 

October  25. — The  infantry,  which  had  been  left  at 
the  camp  at  Maidde,  marched  at  two  in  the  morning, 
and  joined  the  Austrian  camp  in  front  of  Tournay. 
The  cavaby  encamped  on  the  glacis  of  the  town. 
In  tiie  evenings  intelligence  was  receiyed  that  the 
enemy  had  attacked  Count  Erbach  at  Wevelghem, 
between  Courtray  and  Menin,  without  success;  it 
was  likewise  reported  that  the  enemy  were  bombard- 
ing Ypm.  On  the  23rd,  the  Prince  of  Cobourg 
moved  his  head-quarters  from  Bavay  to  Villerspol, 
and  the  next  day  to  Bermerain.  A  corps  of 
about  20,000  men  was  left  under  the  command  of 
General  Clairfiiyt  at  Bettignies,  to  ohame  Mau- 
beuge. 

October  26. — ^The  army  halted.  Count  Walmo- 
den  left  Tournay  to  take  the  command  of  the  coips 

at  Mouscron,  Wevelghem,  &c. 

October  27. — The  aimy  marched  from  the  posi- 

M 
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tion  before  Touraay  to  re-occupy  tbat  between  Basieux 
and  Cysoing.  The  enemy  had  a  corps  at  the  village 
of  Chereng,  whkh  on  the  approach  of  our  advanced 
guard,  retreated  across  Pont  k  Tressin,  and  was  pur- 
sued by  the  light  cavaln',  sTi])pt)rted  by  the  Royals 
and  Bays.  An  Austrian  battalion  moved  on  to  take 
possession  of  Pont  k  Tressin.  The  Royals  and  Bays 
came  up  with  a  detacbroent  of  150  of  the  enemy's 
infimtry,  near  the  village  of  Lezennes,  and  iiii  medi- 
ately charged  and  dislodged  them.  The  army  took 
up  tbeir  ground,  and  before  night,  alter  some  skir- 
misbbg,  the  advanced  corps  occupied  all  their  former 
posts. 

October  28. — The  town  of  Lannoy  was  attacked 
by  a  corps  under  the  command  of  Major-general 

Abcrcromby,  who  took  fonr  pieces  of  caniiun  and 
about  100  prisoners.  Our  loss  was  inconsiderable 
in  point  of  numbers,  but  amongst  the. killed  was 
Captain  Sutherland,  of  the  Engineers,  whose  ability 
in  his  profession  and  worth  in  private  life  will  make 
him  long  and  sincerely  regretted  by  all  who  knew 
him.  Lieutenant  Thornton,  of  the  Royal  Artillery, 
lost  his  arm,  and  Lieutenants  Rutherford  and  Offncy, 
of  the  Quartermaster-general's  department,  were 
wounded,  the  former  by  one  of  our  own  dragoons, 
who  mistook  the  Engineers'  uniform  for  that  of  the 
enemy.    We  have  this  evening  heard  that  the  enemy 
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has  retreated  from  Mcnin,  and  that  Ypres  is  re- 
lieved. 


The  Duke  of  York  communicated  to  the  Prince  of 
Cobouig  the  operations  of  his  army  on  October  the 
27th  aad  98th.    His  Serene  Highness  replied  in 

the  following  letter : 

"  Monseigneur, 
"  Je  re^ois  dans  Tinstant  Fagr^ble  nouveUe  que 

votre  Altesse  Royale  daigno  me  communiqucr  dans 
sa  lettre  du  28  d'Octobre.  La  satisfaction  que  j'en 
ai  ressenti  ne  peut  Be  oomparer  (fi*k  k  nve  et  respeo- 
tueuse  reconnaissance  dont  je  suis  p^n^tr^  pour  votre 
Altesse  Royale.  Ni  I'armee,  ni  moi  n  oubiicront 
c^rtainement  jamais  que  c'est  k  I'^erg^  de  ses  me- 
sures,  It  ses  pnidentes  et  courageuses  dispositions 
que  nous  devons  la  defense  ct  k  salut  de  la  Vhndrc 
Je  suppUe  votre  Altesse  Royale  d'en  rccevoir  avec 
bontd  mes  sioc^res  remercimens,  et  mes  justes  fi^iici- 
tations.  Elle  m'a  bien  prouv^  que  sous  un  chef 
comme  elle,  des  allies  et  des  troupes  comme  les 
Anglais  r^ussissent  glorieusement  dans  tout  ce 
qu'ils  enlrepreonent  Je  suis  persuade  que  I'en- 
nemi  n*a  que  trop  bien  fait  de  ne  pas  les  attendre. 
C'est  avec  bien  de  rempressemeut  que  je  saisis  cette 
occasion  de  lui  r^it^rer  Thommage  du  profond  et 
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respectueux  ddvouemeiit  avec  lequel  j'ai  I'honneur 

"  Monseigneur, 

"  de  Votre  Altesse  iloyale, 
Le  tr^  humble  et  tr^s  ob^issant  serviteur, 
(Sign^)  "  P.  CoBOURG,  F.M. 

''An  Quartier  O^&sl 
"  de  Benneram.  oe  29  Oet.  1793." 


October  30. — This  moming,  before  daybreak,  the 
enemy  at  Maichiemies  were  attacked  by  a  corps 
commanded  by  Major-generals  Otto  and  Kray.* 
The  Allies  made  themselves  masters  of  the  place 
without  opposition;  the  enemy  retired  into  the 
abbey,  from  whence  they  sent  a  trumpeter,  dedring 
to  surrender,  on  the  terms  of  their  ofiicci  a  keeping 

*  General  Kray,  a  Hungarian,  was  Colond  in  the  war  with 

the  Turks.  Major-general  in  1780.  In  1797,  General  Kray 
was  condemned  by  a  court-martial  to  a  fortnight's  arrest,  on  ' 
account  of  the  defeat  of  his  array  by  the  French.  In  1799, 
by  his  brilliant  military  exploit?  in  Italy,  he  prepared  the  way 
for  the  successea  of  Suwarrow  and  Melas.  In  1800,  he  was 
entrusted  with  the  command  of  the  amy  of  the  Rhine,  in  the 
place  of  Archduke  Charles,  but  was  overpowered  by  the 
French,  and  sopeneded  by  Aicbduke  John«  Died  at  Vienna, 
1801. 
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their  8Words»  with  which,  to  prevent  the  carnage  lhat 
must  have  ensued,  General  Kray  very  humanely 
complied.  In  the  eveuiug,  the  prisoners  marched  as 
£ir  as  the  allied  camp,  hetween  Basieiix  and  Cysoing, 
on  their  way  to  Toumay,  where  they  proceeded  the 
next  morning.  The  prisoners  amoiiiited  to  1669  ; 
twelve  pieces  of  caDuon  were  taken,  and  many  horses, 
ammunition,  &c. 

October  31. — ^The  intelligence  of  the  relief  of 
Ypres  was  fully  confirmed ;  also  that  the  enemy  had 
retired  from  before  Nieuport,  which  place  we  learned, 
by  accounts  received  on  the  1st  of  NovemW,  had 
been  summoned  four  times  in  the  most  menacing 
and  outrageous  terms,  which  were  always  rejected  by 
the  Hessian  Colonel  Wnrmb,  who  commanded. 
The  enemy,  after  bombarding  the  place  for  four  days, 
retired,  leaving  behind  them  four  pieces  of  cannon 
and  two  howitzers.  The  Prince  of  Cobourg  had 
moved  his  head-quarters  from  Bermerain  to  Engle- 
fontaine,  his  army  occupying  the  heights  above 
Cateau,  with  their  left  towards  the  village  of  Bousies. 
His  light  troops  had  taken  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
upwards  of  100  prisoners,  in  an  afiair  with  the 
enemy's  outposts. 

November  6. — reconnoitrmg  party,  consisting 
of  three  squadrons  of  British  heavy  dragoons,  three 
squadrons  of  light,  two  squadrons  Keratchi,  one  of 
Hulans,  and  two  heid-pieces,  went  out  under  the 
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command  of  Lieutenant-geaeral  Harcourt*  On  their 
approach  to  Hdlemmes,  they  were  camionaded  from 

the  batteries  of  that  place.  The  enemy's  camp 
behind  the  village  of  flers  was  seen,  but  as  the 
grouDd  was  irregular,  neither  its  extent  nor  strength 
could  be  judged.  After  some  sldrroishing,  the  party 
returned,  having  made  one  officer  prisoner. 

November  6. — ^Intelligence  was  this  day  received 
that  the  enemy  were  making  large  detachments  from 
thehr  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Maubeuge 
towards  Lille,  and  that  the  Convention  had  decided 
on  attacking  the  Allies  before  the  15th  of  the 
month. 

November  8. — Information  havino;  been  received 
that  a  convoy  of  forage  and  ammunition  was  to  leave 
Lille  this  morning  for  Pont  h.  Marque,  his  Royal 
Highness  ordered  sixteen  squadrons  of  cavaby,  with 
a  detachment  of  infantry,  to  endeavour  to  intercept 
it.  The  light  cavalry  got  upon  the  chausa^  beyond 
the  village  of  Fretain,  hut,  probably  from  the  head 
of  the  column  having  been  discovered  soon  after  it 
debouched  from  Bouvines,  the  plan  proved  unsuc- 

*  Barl  Harcouiti  appointed  to  the  Ist  Foot  Guards 
in  August  1759,  accompanied  his  father  to  escort  Queen 
Charlotte  to  England.  Served  in  the  American  War,  and  in 
Flanders.  First  Governor  <tf  the  Mifitaxy  CoU^,  after- 
wards Governor  of  Portamouth.  FIdd-Maialial  and  G.C.B. 
Died,  June,  1830. 
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OBflsfbl.  In  the  afternoon  his  Royal  Highness  moved 
his  head-quarters  to  Tournay.  This  evening  we 
received  information  that  the  enemy  had  reinforced 
their  posts  on  the  Lys  with  4000  men,  who  were 

gone  into  cantonments  in  the  different  towns. 

November  9. — The  British  troops  marched  into 
cantonmrats  in  Tournay  and  in  the  naghbouring 
Tillages. 

TO  HIS  SISTER. 

H«ad-QttaTlen, 

Abbaye  St.  Martin,  Tournay.  November  19,  1793. 

Since  our  arrival  here  we  have  heen  quite  at  peace, 
our  advanced  posts  have  heen  unmolested,  and  from 

every  account,  the  enemy's  force  immediately  in  our 
front  is  smaller  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  since 
the  commencement  of  the  campaign.  The  peof^ 
of  LiOe  are  in  want  of  every  sort  of  comfort  and 
nccessar}',  particularly  food  and  fuel.  The  discontent 
has  risen  to  such  a  height  as  to  give  considerable 
alarm  to  the  Convention,  and  twelve  deputies  have 
arrived  to  endeavour  to  appease  the  minds  of  the 
people.  However  great  their  dissensions  may  be, 
however  adverse  their  poHtical  opinions,  there  is  one 
subject  on  which,  if  we  may  judge  from  experience, 
the  inhabitants  of  this  northern  frontier  unite,  that  is, 
in  a  predilection  for  a  repubhcan  form  of  govern- 
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ment,  and  a  detenniDation  to  resist,  to  the  utmost 

of  their  power,  the  attempts  of  the  Allies  on  their 
territory.  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  foreign 
war  does  not  furnish  them  with  the  only  bond  of 
union  they  have  left';  and  whether,  if  the  dread  of  die 
external  enemy  were  removed,  they  would  not  now 
be  cutting  one  another's  throats,  and  perhaps  in  a 
very  sh(»*t  time  gladly  have  recourse  to  any  settled 
form  of  government  in  preference  to  the  anarchy 
which  exists  at  present — ^probably,  to  the  very  system 
of  government  which  is  now  the  object  of  their 
detestation;  but  I  am  getting  quite  out  of  my 
element,  and  am  deviating  from  the  good  old  pro- 
verb, a  cobbler  to  his  last. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  attach  so  much  importance  to 
my  return  to  England ;  for,  as  the  time  approaches, 
many  difficulties,  I  find,  present  tliemsclvcs.  The 
troops,  if  nothing  extraordinary  happens,  will  be  in 
wmter  quarters  by  the  Ist  of  next  month,  but  all  in 
regard  to  his  Royal  Highnesses  return  to  England 
is  uncertain,  and  therefore  I  beg  and  entreat  you  will 
not  expect  me,  but  make  your  engagements  and 
arrangements  without  the  smallest  thought  of  me. 
You  will  easily  believe  me  when  I  say  I  shiill  have 
the  greatest  gratification  in  visiting  my  friends,  but  if 
fate  wilk  it  otherwise,  I  ought  to  fed  myself  veiy 
fortunate  in  being  in  so  eligible  a  situation  in 
Flanders.    By  the  bye,  wiienever  1  return  I  shall 
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bring  you  plenty  of  occapation,  for  I  have  purchased 

as  much  of  Cassini's  map  as  contains  the  seat  of  ow 
operations  on  this  frontier,  and  I  shall  depend  on  you 
to  trace  our  inarches  on  it. 

I  did  not  expect  that  when  the  campaign  dosed  it 
would  ever  have  been  in  my  power  to  have  fillt  d  your 
sheet  a  rordinaire,  but  when  we  write  to  those  we 
love  the  pen  frequently  plays  truant,  and  exceeds  the 
bounds  it  ought  to  have  observed  ;  by  this  role,  you 
may  always  expect  long  and  tedious  epistles. 

TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

*  Head-Quarters, 

Toumay^  November  22,  1793. 

I  am  probably  sending  you  old  news  wh^  I 
inform  \  iju  that  Fort  Louis  siurendered  to  the 
Allies,  who  have  by  that  means  taken  4000  prisoners 
and  110  pieces  of  cannon.  Independent  of  the 
above  acquidtion,  the  capture  of  the  place  at  this 
time  is  of  the  utmost  importance  :  it  secures  quarters 
for  the  AUies  in  Alsace  during  the  winter ;  it  wiU 
very  much  fecilitate  the  blockade  of  Landau,  and 
enable  Wurmser  to  sit  down  seriously  before  Stras- 
bourg  early  in  spring.  The  enemy  have  within 
these  few  days  considerably  reinforced  their  posts  on 
the  Lys,  but  whether  with  a  view  of  threatening 
Menin  or  securing  their  own  cantonments,  I  know 
not. 
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ThiBLt  you  may  not  be  imaoquaiiited  with  the 
prc^gress  the  French  are  making  in  the  arts  and 

sciences,  I  enclose  you  a  new  French  almanac. 

TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head-Quarters, 
Tournay,  December  6,  1793. 

This  morning's  mail  was  a  great  disappointment, 

as  it  brought  us  no  confirmation  of  the  news  of 
Lord  Howe's  success;  I  cannot,  therefore,  help 
having  my  doubts  how  that  affiiir  win  turn  out,  for 
I  think  that)  had  the  intelligence  been  good,  the 
honest  tars  would  have  worked  up  Channel  in  spite 
of  wind  and  weather,  to  have  the  satisfaction  of 
imparting  it.  The  mail,  however,  to  me  individuaUy, 
was  not  a  barrtn  unc,  as  it  brought  me  iiiy  mother's 
letter  of  the  1  st,  for  which  I  beg  you  will  return  her 
my  thanks.  The  account  she  gives  of  herself, 
though  by  no  means  so  good  as  I  could  wish,  is 
better  than  the  last,  and  consequently  gives  me 
pleasure.  Although  in  a  frontier  town,  we  are  as 
dull  here  as  you  could  wish.  A  rumour  readied 
us  yesterday  that,  on  Sunday  last,  two  regiments  of 
the  line  took  possession  of  the  citadel  of  Arras, 
having  declared  for  the  Royal  cause,  and  tbat  they 
were  joined  by  all  the  Loyalists  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood :   this  report  not  being  conftrined 
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to-day,  I  oondude  is  groundless.  The  difficulties 
that  have  as  yet  prevented  our  taking  possession  of 
our  winter  quarters  are  now,  I  hope,  likely  to  bo 
removed,  as  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  has  sent  very 
positive  orders  to  Ghent  that  no  time  may  be  lost 
in  preparing  for  our  reoqHion.  I  think  our  fHends 
have  been  rather  remiss  on  this  occasion,  though,  in 
the  conduct  of  so  very  lazge  an  army,  many  unfore- 
seen difficulties  must  necessarily  arise. 

Now  if  I  find  my  quarters  good  at  Ghent,  I 
think  it  will  be  but  kind  in  me  to  give  you  an  in- 
vitation to  pass  a  month  or  sx  weeks  with  me  in 
spring. 

Lord  William  Bentinck  and  1  had  made  a  very 
good  arrangement,  which  his  accompanying  Lord 
Moffa  on  the  expedition  overset;  but  you  and  his 

sister  Lady  Mary  were  to  have  been  the  leading 
figures  in  it. 


December  14. — The  brigade  uf  Guards  and  Innis- 
killen  Dragoons  marched  from  Tournay  by  the  way 
of  Oudenarde,  to  Ghent,  where  they  arrived  on  the 
16th.  On  the  same  day  the  Royals  and  Greys 
arrived  at  Ghent.  The  Blues  and  Bays  arrived  the 
next  day« 
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TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Tournaj,  December  19.  1793. 

You  will  be  surprised  at  the  date  of  this,  but  I 
came  here  last  night  on  some  business  of  the  Duke's, 

and  am  scribbling  this  in  expectation  of  being  in 
Ghent  in  time  for  to-morrow's  mail.  A  letter  I 
wrote  to  my  father  on  Tuesday  wiO,  I  am  confident, 

give  you  much  sati -f  iction,  as  it  informs  him  that  an 
immediate  opportunity  presents  itself  of  my  pur- 
chasing a  company  in  the  Coldstream.  There  is 
some  litde  doubt  whether  this  may  not  interfere  with 
my  remaining  in  the  Duke's  service;  but  as  his 
Royal  Highness  has  been  gracious  enough  to  express 
to  the  King  his  wish  that  I  should  remain  with  him, 
I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  complied  with.  You 
will  easily  see  bow  many  reasons  I  have  to  induce 
me  to  wish  to  remain  with  the  Duke,  and  I  dare  say 
will  not  blame  me  for  using  my  utmost  endeavours 
to  accomplish  it.  Tf  I  do  not  succeed,  I  shall 
return  to  England  atter  making  a  short  tour  to 
Brussels,  &c 

I  have  been  so  short  a  time  at  Ghent,  that  I  fear 
I  can  hardly  tell  you  whether  I  like  it  or  not.  The 
inhabitants  in  general  do  not  seem  to  like  our 
coming,  and  make  many  difficulties  in  giving  us 
quarters.     1  am  myself  in  a  magnificent  house, 
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and  the  owner  appears  civil  and  obliging,  and  has 
won  my  heart  by  giving  me  stabling  for  my  two 
fiivourite  horses  in  his  yard,  which  was  not  in  the 
bond.  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  visit  my  friends 
in  the  Nunnery^  who,  I  hear,  are  delighted  at  an 
English  garrison  ooming  to  Ghent. 

TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Ghent.  Friday  Night, 
December  27, 1793. 

I  hear  there  is  good  news  from  India,  and  that 
Lord  Comwallis,*  who,  X  am  persuaded,  was  bom  to 
be  the  honour  and  salvation  of  the  oountiy  he 
belongs  to,  has  sailed  to  Pondicherry  to  take  upon 
himself  the  conduct  of  that  siege^  and,  by  that 
means»  add  a  wreath  to  the  laurels  he  has  already 
acquired  in  the  eastern  and  western  hemisphere. 

*  Lord  Comwallifl,  Marquis  Comwallis,   General,  K.G. 

Died,  Govenior-Geuwal  ut  India,  October  5,  1805. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

SPnm  OF  IMTADINO  yRAKC»— TBB  OOEX  OF  TOEX  SFJOINt  THB 
AmMT— STAnt  OF  MSMIM— UOTBNXim  OF  THB  MISVNDn- 

arAMDiNa  Ammo  thb  ailtss— affaib  at  oatbav^attack  on 

TMB  FBBMCB  FOSITlOlfS^IBGB  AND  tUBBBNDBB  OF  ILANXMMBCT — 
FAtL  OF  MBNIN<— «BB  FUBNGH  BBPULSBD  AT  BAMBUX— OBATH  OF 
OBNBBAIi  WINHBIM— BBTBBAT  OF  CLAUtFATT. 

TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Ghent,  Sunday  Night, 

January  5,  1794. 

As  I  have  some  thoughts  of  going  to  Bnisseb  for 

two  or  three  days  (if  nothing  occurs  to  prevent  me) 
to-morrow  or  next  day,  1  take  up  my  pen  thus  early 
to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  26th.  Two 
mails  are  now  due  from  England,  and  before  I  seal 
this,  I  hope  one  or  both  will  arrive,  bringing  an 
account  of  what  you  are  kind  enough  to  interest 
yourself  so  much  about — ^my  promotion — and  also 
what  we  must  feel  mucli  interested  about — ^the 
evacuation  of  Toulon.    I  fear  that  will  turn  out  a 
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bad  business,  and  must  naturally  tend  to  unite  and 
give  spiiit  to  our  eDemies ;  and  to  dishearten,  in  the 
same  proportion,  those  Frenchmen  whose  principles 
remain  untainted  with  the  treasons  and  crimes  of 
their  countr^Tiicn.  1  am  likewise  very  impatient  to 
hear  that  effectual  succour  is  sent  to  the  Royalists  in 
the  Vend^;  for,  mark  my  words,  if  they  are  not 
speedily  assisted  they  must  fall,  and  with  them  our 
best  hopes  of  bringing  this  war  to  a  happy  termi- 
nation. 

On  Caroline's  wedding-day,   I  ought  to  be 

ashamed  to  have  written  so  much  without  desiring 
you,  which  I  do  with  the  greatest  sincerity,  to  send 
her  my  best  wishes  for  her  welfare  and  happiness, 
in  which  1  iridude  Mr.  Cholmondelev.  I  perfectly 
agree  with  you  in  wishing  that  we  had  a  breed  of 
those  good-humoured  fiiines  who  formerly  used  to 
carry  people  about  in  their  sleep,  in  which  case, 
instead  of  writing  to  you  at  midnight,  I  should  have 
been  in  bed  these  two  hours,  waiting  with  impatience 
for  my  aerial  conductor,  fearing  that  I  might  other- 
wise be  too  late  for  the  party  in  Berners  Street. 
*  *  #  ♦ 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  agree  with  me 
in  regard  to  the  expediency  of  my  remaimng  abroad ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  I  assure  you  I  heartily  coin- 
cide in  the  wishes  you  are  kind  enough  to  form  that 
his  Royal  Highness  may  still  visit  England  in  the 
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course  of  the  winter ;  but  of  this  i  see  no  symptoms 
at  present  I  am  oonymoed  it  is  necessary  for  eveiy 
Englishman,  and  it  would  be  as  well  for  every  Eng- 

lishwoman  to  leave  their  own  country  for  a  short 
time,  that  they  might  be  sensible  of  their  own  happi- 
ness in  being  nativea  of  that  blessed  May  we 
never  forfeit  by  our  own  ibOy  what  Heaven  has 
given  us  with  so  bountiful  a  hand ! 


The  reader  will  have  observed  that  the  latter 
portion  of  the  campaign  of  1793  was  not  favourable 
to  the  Allies. 

Colonel  Calvert  refers,  in  his  letter  of  Novem- 
ber 19th,  to  the  chief  bond  which  united  all  French- 
men,  and  animated  the  entire  nation  with  irresistible 
enei^  and  enthusiasm.  On  looking  back  at  the 
period,  we  cannot  wonder  that  every  brave  and  noble 
spirit  in  France  sought  the  ranks  of  the  army. 
At  Paris,  and  in  the  interior,  all  was  sanguinary, 
relentless,  hopeless  oppression.  The  position  of  the 
enemy  on  the  fron*  i(  r  armed  the  bloody  tyrants  who 
ruled  France  with  a  despotic  power,  which  they 
wielded  without  the  smallest  commiseration  for  the 
sufferings  of  their  countrymen.  Hostile  invasion — 
the  presence  of  the  foe  on  their  soil — the  threat  of 
national  dismemberment — the  example  of  Poland — 
these  were  arguments  unanswerable.   They  formed 
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the  tower  of  strength  of  the  rulers  of  the  Reign  of 
Terror.   But  repd  the  invader — conquer  the  enemy 
and  the  conquering  army  might  hope  to  restore 

order  at  home  as  well  as  peace  abroad. 

The  desire  to  escape  the  horrors  which  sur- 
rounded them,  the  hope  of  procuring  safety  for  their 
laroilies  and  security  for  their  property,  the  only 
chance  of  arresting  the  course  of  degradation  and 
misery  pursued  by  their  distracted  country,  every 
mterest  dear  to  them,  every  sentiment  of  honour  and 
patriotism,  all  impelled  the  best  and  bravest  of  the 
French  to  enrol  themselves  in  the  battalions  of  their 
country,  which  were  further  swelled  by  the  reckless 
and  the  rapacious,  those  who  fought  for  plimder, 
and  those  who  braved  death  for  the  chance  of  grati- 
fying their  savage  and  brutil  passions.  The  reck- 
lessness and  teifible  energy  of  the  government,  the 
ardour  of  aU  the  noble-minded  in  France,  and  the 
fury  of  the  worst  of  its  population,  all  united  to 
increase  the  numbers  and  excite  the  audacity  of 
the  armies  on  the  frontier. 

Camot  was  Minister  of  War,  and  directed  the 
efforts  of  the  vast  hosts  now  collected  round  the 
standards  of  the  Republic.  He  had  himself  repaired 
to  Dunkirk,  and  aided  in  repelling  the  inroad  of  the 
British  on  the  French  territory.  The  duration  of 
the  sieges  of  the  frontier  fortresses ;  the  disunion  of 
the  Allies  and  their  lingering  military  operations; 
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some  partial  successes  which  attended  the  French 
arms ;  the  defeat  of  Walmoden  aad  Freytag,  and  the 
retreat  of  the  Duke  of  York  from  before  Dunkirk ; 
and  the  victory  of  Jourdan  tinder  the  walls  of  Man* 
beuLT" ,  were  all  taken  advantage  of  by  the  genius  of 
the  Minister,  who  exerted  it  m  restoring  order,  oi^ 
nization,  and  morale  to  the  French  armies. 

Eariy  in  1794,  the  Duke  of  York  visited  England, 
and  as  the  King  had  directed  him  to  bring  his  aides- 
de-camp  with  him,  Colond  Calvert,  who  had  now 
obtained  hy  inm^ase  a  company  in  the  Coldstream 
Guards,  had  the  opportunity  of  paying  a  sliurt  visit 
to  his  family.  His  journal  proceeds  with  the  return 
of  the  Doke  of  York  to  the  army. 


March  2. — At  night  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York  left  London,  and  arrived  at  Deal  the 
next  morning.  The  wind  being  contrary,  His  Royal 
Highness  remained  all  day  at  Deal  The  next  day 
he  embarked  on  board  the  Vestal  frigate.  At  four 
o'clock  the  next  morning  got  under  weigh,  and  at 
noon  landed  at^Ostend,  and  proceeded  that  night 
to  Courtray,  where  FiekUMarshal  Freytag  had  his 
head-quarters. 

March  7. — Field-Marshal  Freytag  resigned  the 
command  of  the  Hanoverians,  in  which  he  was  suo-^ 
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ceeded  by  General  Couut  Walmoden.  General 
AbercFomby  took  the  command  at  Menin. 

The  IVince  of  Cobourg's  head-quarters  are  at 
Valenciennes  ;  General  Clairfayt's  at  Tournay.  The 
brigade  of  Guards  received  their  drafts  from  England, 
consistmg  of  764  men. 

A  considerable  body  of  peasants  were  employed  in 
re-establishing  the  works  at  Menin.  Qenenvl  Aber- 
cromby  had  a  post  of  observation  at  Werwicke, 
which  had  constant  skirmishes  with  the  enemy. 
The  patroles  on  both  sides  the  Lys  frequcQtly  met ; 
and  on  one  morning  the  enemy  advanced  on  the 
Halluin  side  of  the  village  of  Roucq,  with  upwards 
of  600  men;  but  on  Colonel  Perryn  (who  com** 
mandcd  the  detachment  at  Marcke,  destined  for  the 
support  of  the  outposts  on  the  right  of  the  Lys) 
making  his  appearance  on  Mount  Halluin,  thej 
retired  precipitately. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLB,  COMMANDING 
AT  CHATHAM  BARRACKS. 

Many  thanks  to  you,  my  dear  Sir  Hew,  for  your 
letter  of  the  15th ;  but  pray  recollect  that  Saturday 

being  the  day  after  the  mail  sets  otf,  is  the  worst  day 
in  the  seven  you  can  write  to  your  friends  abroad* 

N  2 
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anxious  tor  domestic  intelligence.  Your  letter  arrived 
only  with  those  written  on  Tuesday.  1  feel  more 
grief  and  indignation  than  I  can  express  at  the  un- 
protected sitiiation  in  which  our  trade  appears  to  be. 
In  my  opinion,  the  island  of  Corsica  will  not  compen- 
sate for  the  loss  of  the  West  India  fleet,  and  that 
appears  to  be  literally  left  to  chance,  and  by  aQ 
accounts  a  very  bad  chance  it  has. 

In  regard  to  ourselves,  I  flatter  myself  we  shall 
very  soon  make  a  move  by  our  left,  and  by  that 
means  get  into  a  country  where  the  superiority  of 
our  troops  may  be  effectually  displayed,  and  1  hope 
never  again  to  shave  with  the  Hill  of  Halluin  before 
my  eyes.  Abercromby  continues  at  Menin,  with 
the  force  I  stated  in  my  last.  The  works  are  being 
repaired,  the  old  bomwork  is  to  be  completed,  and 
in  my  opinion  will  be  battered  down  again  in  eight- 
and-forty  hours,  whenever  the  enemy  choose  to 
establish  batteries  at  the  mills,  which,  without  a  Stai* 
fort  on  the  summit,  we  can  never  prevent  their 
doing.  The  defences  on  the  other  side  will  answer 
well  enough,  and  it  is  from  this  side  only  that  the 
town,  if  weU  detended,  can  be  carried. 

I  am  happy  to  teU  you  that  Mersfeldt  came  back 
to  us  yesterday.  I  wish  for  the  good  of  the  service 
that  a  little  more  douceur  could  be  introduced  into 
the  manners  of  a  certain  person. 
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Your  commission  shall  be  executed  in  rep:ard  to 
the  maps;  but  I  wish  to  see  Le  Theatre  de  la 
Guerre  myself  before  I  purchase  it,  for  I  hear  it  is 
only  a  bad  impresdon  of  one  sheet  of  Cassliii  and 
two  of  Fenaris.  In  that  case,  perhaps,  you  had 
rather  not  have  them.  I  conclude  the  maps  are  to 
be  on  linen,  and  in  cases  like  my  own. 

TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALBTMPLE. 

Head-Qnarten,  Ccmrtmy, 
Tuesday  Night»  Maidi  25,  1794. 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  20th,  which 
anived  this  morning.  I  believe  I  wrote  you  word 
by  last  mail  that  Mersfeldt  had  returned,  and  I  hope 
we  sliuii  iiuve  no  more  disagreements.  In  the  situa- 
tion of  a  certain  person  I  would  be  as  firm  as  a 
rock,  hut  I  would  introduce  a  certain  d^;ree  of 
gentleness  in  my  manner.  Suaviter  in  modo,  forti- 
ter  in  re,  I  fear  your  Mend  has  not  considered  the 
importance  of  that  maxim. 

The  army — ^viz.,  the  British — move  to-morrow, 
accompanied  by  the  Hanoverian  heavy  cavalry. 
St.  Amand  is  to  be  head-quarters,  with  two  batta- 
lions of  Guards.  The  other  two  at  Hasnon ;  Aber- 
cromby's  brigade  and  all  the  cavalry  are  to  be 
cantoned  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  important 
post  of  Menin  is  to  be  occupied  by  eight  weak  batta^ 
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lions  of  Hanoverians;  if  they  do  not  exert  them- 
selves they  will  be  forced. 

I  do  not  at  an  dislike  our  destination.  We  are  on 
the  borders  of  a  good  countn ,  and  acar  the  Pi  ince 
of  Cobourg's  quartiTS,  which  remain  at  Valenciennes. 
It  is  surmised  on  the  continent,  that  Lord  Elgin's 
abrupt  departure  for  England  was  occasioned  by  some 
late  determination  of  his  Majesty  of  Prussia,  but  you 
in  England  will  probably  be  let  into  the  secret  of  that 
sooner  than  we  shall  here.  I  fear  the  event  will 
prove  that  we  are  the  dupes  of  his  Prussian  Majesty. 

You  will  easily  imagine  I  am  pressed  for  time, 
and  will  allow  me  to  postpone  the  remaind^  of  my 
epistle  till  a  more  convenient  opportunity. 


March  26. — ^The  works  at  Menin  being  in  some 
degree  of  forwardness,  the  British  troops  and  the 
Hanoverian  heavy  cavalry  marched,  leaving  Menin 
and  Coxurtray  to  the  care  of  the  Hanoverians  under 
General  Count  Walmoden. 

March  27. — His  Royal  Highness's  head-quarters 
were  established  at  St.  Amand.  Three  battalions  of 
guards  are  in  the  town.  The  Ccddstream  occnpied 
Hasnon. 

March  28.  —  General  Abercromby's  brigade 
marched  into  their  cantonments  in  the  rear  of 
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Marchiennes.  The  cavalr}^  arrived  at  their  canton- 
ments, which  extended  from  Halluin  quite  to  the 
Scheldt,  some  oorps  being  at  Esoaupont. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

Head-Quaitcrs, 
St.  Amand,  March  28,  1794. 

The  Guards,  line  and  cavalry,  marched  as  I  vnrote 
you  in  my  last.  Our  friends  have  been  very  active 
in  putting  Tournay  into  a  state  of  defence,  and  I 
hear  as  much  has  been  done  at  Valenciennes ;  but 
as  yet  Mont  d'Angin  remains  as  it  was,  and  in  my 
opinion,  which,  however,  I  fairly  consider  to  be  a 
bad  one,  it  is  very  essential  that  some  sort  of  works 
should  be  established  on  those  heights  tp  prevent  an 
enemy  erecting  batteries  to  take  Ihe  works  on  the 
eastern  face  en  revera.  In  addition  to  the  force  the 
Duke  brought  with  him,  he  has,  attached  to  his  com- 
mand, eight  or  nine  very  fine  Austrian  battalions, 
some  Austrian  reserve  artillery,  &c.  I  think  the 
move  and  arrangements  that  are  making,  indicate  the 
I^obability  of  some  great  eottp.  I  like  our  situation 
well,  but  have  my  apprehensions  for  Menin,  &c. 
However,  the  great  and  the  wise  appear  to  be  easy 
on  that  head.  I  very  often  wish  you  were  here,  aud 
as  often  am  I  happy  to  think  you  are  where  you  are. 
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Charles  Fitzroy*  impatiently  expects  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester's  determiDation.  la  the  meantime^  he  is 
doing  duty  with  the  light  company,  late  Ludlow,  f 

ft 

TO  COLONEL  SIR  HBW  DAtRYUPLB. 

Head-Qtuurten»  St.  Amaiid, 
Very  early  in  the  Monung^  April  1»  1794. 

«  «  *  « 

To  the  question  you  ask  respecting  the  goodness 
of  temper  and  propriety  of  behaviour  of  the  Austrian, 

I  answer,  from  what  1  have  seen  within  these  few 
days,  that  I  have  my  doubts,  or  rather,  I  have  no 
doubt,  and  I  foresee  the  oonsequenoe  between  the 
two,  sooner  or  later,  must  be  an  open  breach.  I 
shall  keep  out  of  the  scrape  if  I  can,  but  I  speak 
feelingly  when  I  say  that  with  the  very  best  inten- 
tions it  is  impossible  always  to  do  so. 

The  morning  of  the  29th,  very  early,  the  enemy 

*  Gtenend  Fitzroy,  entered  the  army  in  August,  1779. 
Appomted  to  1st  Foot  Guards  In  1788.  Served  in  Flanders 
in  1793 — 94,  and  in  Holland  in  1799.  Aide-de-Camp  to  the 
King,  Lieutenant-general,  and  Cok>nel  25th  Regiment.  Died, 
October,  1831. 

t  Luciiov.-,  appointed  to  the  1st  Foot  Guards  in  May,  1778. 
Served  in  Aiueiica,  Flanders,  Egypt,  Hanover,  and  Copen-. 
hagen.  General  Earl  Ludlow.  G.C.B.,  appointed  Colonel  of 
the  bcuts  Fusilier  Guards,  May  30,  1836.  Died  iu  April, 
1842. 
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crossed  the  Sambre  at  Ors,  and  made  themselves 
masters  of  some  of  the  adjoining  villages,  particularly 
Pomereul,  where  they  forced  an  abbatis,  and  took 
some  redoubts  occupied  by  our  friends  tbe  Bruns- 
wickers,  but  without  cannon.  At  the  same  time, 
a  corps  advanced  to  the  hdights  above  Gateau,  into 
which  they  threw  some  shells.  False  attacks  were 
made  on  tbe  advanced  posts  near  Serain,  General 
Wemeck,  with  the  two  battalions  of  Brechenville, 
flttadced  and  took  the  redoubts,  with  five  pieces  of 
the  enemy's  cannon,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
small  body  of  cavalry,  killed,  by  the  Austrian 
account,  500  on  the  spot,  and  took  60  prisoners. 
Upon  this,  the  corps  before  Cateau  and  along  the^ 
frontier-  retired,  and  the  enemy  on  whom  the  attack 
was  made,  effected  their  retreat  across  the  river.  All 
the  advanced  posts  were  re-occupied  by  the  Allies. 
So  the  entertunment  is  begun,  and  a  mettlesome 
one  it  will  be,  I  dare  say.  It  is  reported  that  the 
enemy  showed  25,000  men.  I  believe  not  in  the 
numbers. 

Colond  Craig*  returned  yesterday.  He  can  pro- 
bably give  you  a  better  account  of  Lis  Majesty  of 
Prussia  than  1  can,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
there  is  no  cause  to  blame  the  King  of  IVusaia,  and 

*  Colonel  Craig.  General  Sir  James  H.  Craig,  K.B., 
Govemor-Geaeral  of  Canada.  Pied  soon  after  his  return  Drom 
Canada  in  January,  1812. 
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that  he  is  ready  and  wiDiiig  to  peHbrm  his  part  m 

the  general  coiituderacy. 

In  regard  to  the  new  fencible  corps  that  are  bong 
raised,  I  think  the  measure  a  very  bad  one.  The 

men  they  engage  would  otherwise  generally  be  in 
more  effective  situations,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  militia,  which  I  much  admire,  I  think  it  very 
destructive  to  the  discipline  and  good  conduct  of  the 
army,  to  keep  corps  on  foot  that  are  not  in  every 
instance  amenable  to  military  discipline  and  liable  to 
be  sent  wherever  their  services  may  be  most  requhed. 
In  regard  to  subscriptions  from  individuals,  although 
quite  the  reverse  of  an  admirer  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  Crown  should  receive  no 
money  for  the  purpose  of  entertaining  an  armed 
force,  except  tlu*ough  the  medium  of  Parliament,  and 
that  any  measure  that  militates  against  this  is  imcon- 
stitutional. 

Prince  William  of  Gloucester*  arrived  yesterday, 

attended  by  young  Ferraris, 

*  #  *  *  « 

The  Hes^ans  have  arrived  at  Ostend,  very  d-jiropos 
in  my  opinion,  for  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  enemy 

muiiii  to  attempt  something  against  the  frontier  about 
Ypres. 

*  Field-Manhal  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  appointed  Colonel 
3rd  Foot  Gnarde.  May,  1806.  Died  in  December,  1B34. 
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TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMFLE. 

Head-Quarten» 
St.  Amand,  April  8,  1794. 

Though  nothing  material  has  happened  since  my 
last,  I  give  you  a  few  lines  to  show  you  that  I  do 
not  forget  your  injunctions.  The  remarkably  wet 
weather  we  have  had  these  last  ten  davs,  has  been 
the  means  of  keeping  both  sides  quiet  in  this  quarter ; 
but  at  Werwicke^  the  enemy  attacked  our  picket 
yesterday,  and  the  Hanovoian  Light  Horse  (who 
behaved  very  well)  met  with  some  loss  in  driving 
them  back.  The  York  Rangers  surprised  a  strong 
patrol  the  day  before,  by  forming  an  ambuscade  in 
the  woods  between  Roucq  and  Rousbeke^  killed  37) 
and  took  8  or  9  prisoners. 

The  last  papers  from  Paris  inform  us  that  Danton 
and  his  party  are  arrested,  and  accused  of  being  in 
league  with  the  Duke  of  Oilcans  and  Dumouriez. 
The  next  papers  will  probably  bring  accounts  of  their 
execution,  and  then  the  poweir  will  be  almost  wholly 
vested  in  Robespierre. 

The  recruits  for  General  Abcrcromby's  brigade 
arrived  a  few  days  ago;  they  much  resembled 
FabtafiTs  men,  and  were  as  lightly  dad  as  any 
Carmagnole  battalion. 

You  shall  hear  from  me  again  soon,  in  the  mean- 
time, believe  me,  &c. 
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I  hope  you  have  received  your  maps.  The 
Coldstream  are  moved  from  Hasaon  to  the  Baths. 


April  10. — The  army,  under  the  immediate  orders 
of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  moved  to 
the  EcaiOoii,  and  cantoned  at  Vendegies,  Sommaing, 
aiid  the  neighbouring  villages. 

April  13. — His  Imperial  Majesty  arrived  at 
Valenciennes. 

April  15. — His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
York,  who  had  still  kept  his  head-quarters  at  St. 
Amand,  moved  to  Bermerain. 

April  16. — ^In  the  morning,  the  army  of  his  Royal 
Highness  assembled  at  Bennonun,  and,  marching  in 
two  columns,  arrived  in  the  afternoon  on  the  heights 
above  Montez,  where  the  army  of  the  Piinoe  of 
Cobonrg,  and  likewise  the  Dutch  troops,  under  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  were  assembled.  His 
Imperial  Majesty  viewed  the  troops,  who,  in  the 
evemng,  passed  Gateau,  and  took  up  their  ground 
south  of  the  town. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMFLE. 

Head-Qoarten*  Catean, 
Friday  Night,  April  18,  1794. 

I  wrote  you  word  on  Tuesday  that  the  Emperor 


Digitized  by  Google 


•FRENXH  POSITIONS  ATTACKED.  189 

had  arrived  at  Valenciennes,  and  would  review  the 
allied  amies  the  next  day.  I  was  not  at  that  time 
at  liberty  to  inform  you  that  the  review  was  merely  a 
pretence  for  assembling  the  troops,  and  that  on  the 
next  day  a  general  attack  was  to  be  made  on  the 
enemy's  intrenched  positions  from  Landrecy  to 
IVemont.  The  Emperor  saw  the  troops  on  Wed- 
nesday  evening,  on  the  heights  above  Cateau, 
which  were  his  Imperial  Majesty's,  the  Duke  of 
York's,  and  Prince  of  Cobouig's  head-quarters  that 
night. 

At  nine  the  next  niornlng  the  whole  army 
marched.  The  imperial  army,  on  the  left,  in  two 
columns,  attacked  the  eaemy*s  posts  of  Catillott, 
Mazinguet,  and  Ribouville,  which  they  carried,  and 
occupied  tiie  posts  of  Le  Sart,  Barzy,  Nouvion, 
Etreux,  and  Wassigny,  and  Grand  and  Petit 
BIocus,  al  which  places  you  will  find  east  and  south- 
cast  of  Cateau.  It  was  near  one  o'clock  before  the 
head  of  his  Royal  Highness's  column  reached  the 
point  of  attack  allotted  to  him,  which  was  the  posi- 
tion in  front  of  the  village  of  Vaux,  about  two 
leagues  south  ui  Cateau.  The  countrj'  here  is  much 
intersected  with  ravines  and  hoUow  roads,  which  so 
much  impeded  the  progress  of  the  artiUery,  that  it 
was  not  till  near  three  o'clock  that  the  attack  was 
made  on  the  intrenchiiieuts  on  the  heights  of  Vaux. 
His '  Royal  Highness  carried  these  works,  likewise 
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the  Tillnge  of  Bousignies,  and  in  the  evening  pushed 
his  advanced  guard,  under  General  Abercromby,  to 
within  half  a  kague  of  the  town  of  Bohain. 

Sir  'VS^am  Erskine,*  who  coinmaDded  the  ri^t 
column  of  the  Duke's  army,  moved  by  the  road 
called  the  Chauss^e  Brunehaud.  ilis  point  of 
attack  was  the  village  of  Plremont»  on  the  left  of  thia 
chauss^  about  eight  miles  from  Cateau,  which  was 
defended  by  two  redoubts.  Sir  William  began  his 
attack  about  three  o'clock,  having  ordered  the  cavalry 
on  his  right  to  get  as  much  round  the  enemy's  posip 
tion  as  possible.  The  village  and  redoubts  were 
carried  with  little  loss.  Sir  "William  immediately 
pushed  through  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  Fremont, 
and  leaving  five  battalions  of  infantry  and  six  squad- 
rons of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  General 
Harcourt,  to  occupy  the  position  from  which  he  had 
driven  the  enemy,  and  detaching  Colonel  Vysef  with 
six  squadrons  of  cavalry  to  the  Catdet,  he  resumed  his 
mcirch  with  the  rest  of  his  corps,  and  by  five  in  the 
evening  he  took  a  position  in  the  rear  of  Bohain,  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  the  Duke,  had  circumstances 
enabled  his  Royal  Highness  to  proceed  at  onoe  to 
the  attack  of  that  place.  But  the  fatigue  of  the 
troops  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour  rendered  it  im- 

Major-general  Sir  William  Erskine,  Colonel  14th  Gar- 
rison Battalion.    Died  in  1813. 

t  Colonel  Vyse,  3rd  Dragoon  Guards.  Died  m  June,  1825» 
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possible,  and  during  the  night  the  enemy  retired  from 
Bohain,  which  was  oocupied  by  General  Abercromby, 
with  the  advanced  guards  veiy  early  in  the  mormng. 

While  these  attacks  were  going  on,  the  Dutch 
troops  under  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange, 
advanced  towards  Cambray,  and  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  The  enemy 
retired  to  Guise,  which  is  now  their  head-quarters. 

The  advantages  of  the  day,  I  am  happy  to  tell  you, 
were  gained  with  very  little  loss  on  onr  ade;  but 
we  much  lament  the  loss  of  Captain  Carleton  of  the 
Royals,  who  was  killed  in  Sir  William  Erskine's 
column  at  the  attack  of  Fremont.  The  reports 
are  not  yet  come  in»  but  I  believe  we  have  taken 
about  thirty  pieces  of  cannon.  The  consequence  of 
our  success  was  the  immediate  investment  of  Landrecy, 
the  siege  of  which  place  will  be  commanded  by  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  with  the  Austrian 
Qenml  La  Tour  under  him.  The  Duke  of  York 
will  command  the  right  wing  of  the  covering  army, 
and  his  head-quarters  will  be  at  Basuzan.  I  believe 
the  Emperor  will  command  in  person,  and  that  his 
quarters  will  be  at  Ecaillon. 

Clinton*  goes  home,  and  to  him  and  the  Gazette 
I  refer  you  for  more  particulars. 


♦  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Henrj'  Clinton,  G.C.B.,  second 
■on  of  General  Sir  Henry  William  Clinton,  entered  Has  tamy 
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April  18. — ^The  lUN  estmcnt  of  Landrccy  was  com- 
menced and  completed  the  next  day,  the  enemy 
being  driven  into  the  town  on  all  sidies»  though  not 
without  a  loss  of  near  500  men  killed  and  wounded 
on  the  part  of  the  Allies. 

On  the  night  of  the  i8th»  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke,  and  the  Prince  of 
Coboui^  a^in  took  up  tin  ir  quarters  at  Cateau.  Sir 
William  Erskine  returned  to  the  camp,  which  was 
formed  on  the  heights  south-west  of  Cateau,  leaving 
General  Harcourt  with  a  corps  of  observation  between 
the  villages  of  Maurois  and  Honnechy.  General 
Abercromby  occupied  Vaux. 

The  town  of  Bohain  was  evacuated  during  the 
night  of  the  1 7th,  the  enemy  retiring  towards  Guise. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

April  22,  1794. 

I  sent  you  a  hasty  account  of  the  transaction  of 

the  17th  by  Clinton.  On  Sunday,  the  enemy  were 
driven  mto  JUandrecy ;  but  I  fear  this  service  was  not 

in  1787.  Appointed  Aide-de-Camp  to  the  Dnke  of  York  in 
1793.  Served  aften^ards  in  the  West  Indies,  and,  together 
with  Lord  William  Bentinck,  was  with  the  Austro-Russian 
amy  in  Italy.  Served  also  in  India,  Sicily,  the  Peninsula, 
and  at  Waterloo.   Died,  December,  1829. 
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performed  without  considerable  loss  on  our  side — 
they  say  500. 

The  investment  of  Landret^  being  completed,  it 
was  intended  yesterday  to  withdraw  and  contract  our 
outposts.  Belgardc,  who  commanded  at  the  posts 
of  Grand  and  Petit  Blocus,  ^ras  attacked  at  the 
instant  he  was  preparing  to  put  this  order  in  execu- 
tion. The  Duke  immediately  marched  to  his  support, 
with  a  brigade  of  English  cavalry  and  five  battalions 
of  Austrians.  The  affair  was  just  over  on  our  arrival. 
The  Hussars  had  charged  and  driven  hack  the  enemy, 
killing  nearly  150  and  taking  four  pieces  of  cannon. 
In  the  evening  the  outposts  all  retired,  as  had  been 
intended  had  the  attack  not  taken  place.  We  saw 
the  enemy  retreating  over  the  plain  to  Guise,  which 
they  seem  to  have  surrounded  with  a  line  of  redoubts. 
The  Prince  of  Goboiiig  moved  his  quarters  to  Catillon. 
In  my  opinion,  something  of  a  nature  more  decisive 
than  I  lie  business  of  the  l7th,  mmt  be  dune  soon. 


JprU  23. — His  Royal  Highnesses  command  was 

augmented  by  four  battalions  of  Hungarian  infantry, 
and  twenty-eight  squadrons,  who  encamp  and  keep 
open  the  communications  between  the  left  of  our 
camp  and  CatiUon-sur'Samhre. 
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TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head  -  Quarters, 
Gateau,  April  25»  17i»4. 

Since  Tuesday,  as  I  foresaw  was  likely,  we  have 

been  a  prood  deal  on  the  qui  vive.  On  Wednesday 
morning  we  had  inforniation  that  the  enemy  had 
moved  in  considerable  force  firom  the  Camp  de 
C&ar,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  we  learnt  that  they 
had  crossed  the  Sella  at  Saultzoir,  and  pushed 
patrols  towards  Quesnoy  and  Valenciennes.  The 
Doke  sent  orders  to  Geneial  Otto,  who  had  gone 
out  to  Cambray  on  a  reconnoitring  party  with  Light 
Dragoons  and  Hussars,  to  get  into  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  find  out  their  strength,  and  endeavour  to  cut 
them  off.  The  enemy  retired  to  ViUera  en  Ckuchie 
that  night,  but  occupied  Saultzoir  and  Haussy. 
Otto  tindin<r  tlieir  strength  greater  than  he  expected 
— about  14,000 — early  in  the  evening  sent  in  for  a 
brigade  of  heavy  cavalry  for  his  support,  which 
marched  first  to  Fontaine  Autarque,  and  afterwards 
to  St.  Hilaire,  and  in  the  night  he  sent  for  a  iurther 
support  of  four  battalions  and  some  artillery.  Un- 
fortunately, he  confided  this  important  mission  to  a 
hussar,  who  never  delivered  it,  proliably  having  lost 
his  way,  so  that,  in  the  morning,  the  General  found 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  attacking  with  veiy 
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inferior  numbers.  However,  by  repeated  cbarges  of 
his  light  cavalry,  he  drove  the  enemy  back  into 
their  camp,  and  took  three  pieces  of  cannon.  He 
had,  at  one  time,  taken  eight,  but  the  enemy,  bring- 
ing up  repeated  reinforcements  of  fresh  troops^ 
retook  five. 

Our  loss  I  cannot  yet  ascertain,  but  I  fear  the 
15tb  Light  Dragoons  have  suffered  considerably. 
Two  battahons  of  the  enemy  are  entirely  destroyed. 
The  hatteries  will  be  ready  to  op^  on  Landrecy  to- 
night. The  place  is  small,  and  1  should  think  in 
ten  days  will  be  ours.  Since  Sunday,  the  enemy 
have  fired  very  little,  which  gave  occadon  to  a  bon 
mot  of  the  Austrian  engineer  Orkndini.  A  stupid 
Dutch  Major,  who  had  been  boring  him  for  a  consi- 
derable time,  at  last  observed :  "  On  est  assez  sur 
dans  ces  tranche,  men  Colonel"  "Oh»  pour 
cela,"  *'  replied  Qrlandini,    on  ne  meurt  id  que  de 

It       '  jt 
ennm. 

The  £mperor  and  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  have 
moved  their  quarters  to  CatiUon,  and  his  Royal 
Highness  has  taken  possession  of  the  Bishop's 
Palace,  where  we  are  extremely  well  lodged.  The 
country  round  is  a  fine  open  champaign,  and  the 
camp,  which  extends  fi'om  RambouiHeux,  nortih-west 
of  Cateau,  about  half  a  league,  round  to  Catillon  on 
the  Sambre  (though  with  some  interruptions,  as  you 

o  2 
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may  conceive  by  its  extent),  is  the  inost  beautiful 

object  you  can  iniagiiic.  We  shall  probably  be  sta- 
tionary here  for  some  time;  but  if  the  cncmy*s 
strength  about  Cambray  increases  much,  I  shall  not 
be  suiprised  if  a  sudden  march  becomes  necessary. 

TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMFLE. 

Camp,  Aprilj  1794. 

This  morning  the  enemy,  to  the  amount  of 
100,000,  attacked  the  combined  camp.  Everywhere 
they  were  repulsed.  The  British  cavalry  have 
behaved  admirably,  turned  the  enemy's  left,  and 
talcen  thirty-four  pieces  of  cannon.  The  French 
Gciural  Chapuis,  who  commanded  their  left,  is 
amongst  the  prisoners. 

No  British  in&ntry  engaged. 


April  26. — The  enemy  made  a  general  attack  on 

the  camp  of  the  Allies.  On  their  approaching  the 
right  of  the  camp,  the  Duke  of  York  dii*ected  a 
column  of  heavy  cavalry,  consisting  of  the  Regiment 
of  Zedwitsch  Cuirassiers,  the  Bhies,  Royals,  >  1st, 
3r(i,  and  5th  Dragoon  Gujirds,  to  turn  the  enemy, 
or  endeavour  to  take  them  in  flank,  which  service 
th^  performed  in  a  style  beyond  all  pnuse^  chaiging 
repeatedly  through  the  enemy's  column,  and  taking 
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twenty-six  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Light  Dragoons 
and  Hussars  took  nine  pieces  on  the  left  of  ^the 
Duke's  camp. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRTMPLE. 

April  29,  1794. 

I  wrote  you  a  hasty  line  by  Murray  on  Saturday 
evening)  informing  you  of  the  success  of  the  day  as 
fer  as  it  related  to  ourBelves.  At  mght,  we  had  the 
Matislactioii  of  bearing  that  the  Imperial  army  had 
everywhere  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  taken  twenty- 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  makes  the  whole 
amount  taken  by  this  anny  since  the  mormng  of  the 
1 7th,  ninety-nme. 

On  Sunday,  immediately  after  the  feu-de-joie  for 
the  victory  of  the  preceding  day,  Landrecy  was 
summoned.  The  answer  of  the  garrison  was  a  firm 
resolution  to  bury  themselves  in  its  ruins.  I  should 
have  told  you  that,  in  consequence  ot  information 
recdved  during  the  action  of  the  26th,  the  Pnnoe  of 
Cobourt^  immediately  detached  six  battalions  and 
some  cavalry,  and  at  night  tin  Duke  detached  seven 
battalions  and  Sir  Robert  Laurie's*  Brigade — ^viz., 
Bays,  Greys,  and  Inniskillens — towards  St.  Amend. 

♦  Lieiitcnanant-general  Sir  liobert  Lauriej  Colonel  8th 
Light  Dragoons.    Died,  September,  1804. 
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Yesterday  we  heard  that  the  French  had  penetrated 
by  Moucron,  and  had  possession  of  Courtray,  push- 
ing their  advanced  posts  considerably  beyond  Haerle- 
beke  on  the  Ghent  road.  Clairfayt  has  orders  to 
attack  them  immediately ;  and  I  trust  the  further 
they  advance,  the  more  decisive  will  be  their  defeat, 
and  the  more  difficult  thdr  retreat. 

But  this  oil lit  tu  be  a  lesson  to  those  who  have 
the  planning  of  this  very  important  and  interesting 
campaign.  According  to  my  idea,  as  long  as  West 
Flanders  is  without  a  force  adequate  to  its  protection 
— as  lonjnr  as  its  security  must  b«.*  effected  by  detach- 
ments irom  this  army,  we  shall  acliieve  nothing 
important,  but  shall  ever  be  arrested  in  our  career, 
perhaps  in  the  very  moment  of  victory,  and  be 
under  the  necessity  of  relinquishing  the  object  of  our 
labours  from  the  urgency  of  the  demand  for  succour 
on  the  frontier  of  the  rich  and  valuable  country  we 
leave  behind  us. 

But  this  is  a  reflection  so  obvious,  that  I  think  it 
must  have  presented  itself  to  those  who  direct  the 
operations  of  the  campaign.  The  whole  army  was 
under  arms  this  m  n-nins: ;  but  the  different  corps 
that  appeared  in  our  front  not  advancing  to  the 
attack,  I  conceive  their  appearance  was  intended  to 
create  a  jealousy,  and  to  prevent  our  detaching  to 
reinforce  Clairfayt.  1  assure  you  that  wc  do  not 
eat  the  bread  of  idleness.    We  by  no  means  expo- 
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rience  the  repose  that  the  covering  army  enjoyed 
during  the  siege  of  ValencieiiiieB. 

■ 

TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

% 

Hettd-Qoarten,  April  30,  1794. 

Clairfayt,  I  am  most  truly  concerned  to  tell  you, 
was  beaten  yesterday.  Most  critically  has  Laodrecy 
surreDdered  to-day.  To-night  the  Duke,  with  all  his 
army,  marches  for  St.  Amand.  Sir  W.  Erskinc 
marched  firom  thence  this  morning  to  join  dmhyt 
at  Toumay ;  so  that  I  am  not  without  hopes  that 
Clairfayt  may  attack  them  in  the  course  of  to- 
murrow.  iiy  the  last  accounts,  Menin  was  in  our 
possession. 


April  30. — Accounts  arrived  in  the  morning  that 
Count  de  Clairfayt  had  been  defeated  near  Moucron, 
with  the  loss  of  one-and-twenty  pieces  of  cannon; 
that  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  Courtray,  and 
held  Menin  doseiy  invested.  At  noon  the  garrison 
of  Landrecy  offered  to  capitulate.  The  terms  were 
agreed  on  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  before  night 
the  garrison  marched  out  prisoners  of  war,  to  the 
amount  of  near  6000  men.  At  eleven  at  night  the 
whole  corps  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
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marched,  exoeptiiig  the  regiment  of  Zedwitsch 

Cuirassiers.    At  nine  in  the  morning,  the  army 
halted  at  the  camp  of  Famars,  and  proceeded  that 
night  to  St.  Amand,  whidi  was  head^quatters. 
May  2.— Halted. 


TO  COLONEL  SIH  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

Head-Quarters,  May  2.  1 794. 

We  marched  at  midnight  oa  Wednesday ;  halted 
at  Famars  some  hours.  In  the  evening,  the  troops, 
ah^dy  much  overoome  with  the  fatigue  of  the 
march  and  of  the  preceding  days,  which  were  marked 
by  frequent  alerts,  encountered  a  most  heavy  storm. 
They  reached  this  place,  some  last  night  and  some 
this  morning,  much  spent.  To-morrow  we  must 
go  and  occu])y  the  Camp  of  Magnan,  in  order  to 
mahle  Clair&yt  to  assemble  his  corps  to  act  against 
the  invaders.  The  garrison  of  Menin  cut  their  way 
through  the  enemy,  and  saved  eleven  pieces  of  can- 
non. With  much  grief  do  I  find  all  my  presenti- 
ments for  the  fall  of  West  Flanders  justified ;  but  it 
is  in  vain  to  look  back :  we  must  put  our  shoulders 
to  the  wheel  and  act  with  vigour  in  this  critical  junc- 
ture. Oudcnarde  is  occupied  by  thi*ee  battalions  of 
Austrians,  and  Deinze  is  in  our  possession.  I  hear 
Pichegru  is  intrenching  himself  at  Courtray.  To 
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repossess  ourselves  of  that  place  and  Menin  will  cost 
some  hard  blows.  Last  night,  on  the  march,  General 

Lake  fell  into  a  ditch.  He  has  bruised  his  face,  but 
in  other  respects  is  very  welL 

•  *••#• 
The  garrison  of  Landrecy,  nearly  6000,  as  I 
understand,  marched  out  on  Wednesday  eveninj^; 
the  particulars  of  stores,  Sic,  I  have  not  yet  heard. 
Adieu. 

TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALBTMPLB. 

HeadpQiuKrten^  Abbi^  St.  Martm, 
Tonmay,  May  3, 1794. 

On  Saturday,  our  troops  joined  tlie  corps  that 
was  detached  the  night  of  the  26th,  under  Sir  Wil- 
liam Erskine^  in  a  camp,  the  right  of  which  extends 
to  a  small  eminence  in  the  rear  of  the  right  of  the 
village  ui  Blandain ;  it  has  the  village  of  Marquain, 
or  rather  the  liill  of  Marquain  in  its  centre,  and  its 
left  is  on  the  heights  to  the  left  of  Lamain.  The 
left  is  good,  the  centre  moderate,  and  the  right  almost 
as  bad  as  any  position  I  ever  Saw ;  but  such  as  Clair- 
&yt  left  it  we  get  it.  Clairfayt  is  himself  approach- 
ing Courtray,  bnt  as  yet  has  made  no  attack.  Fiche- 
gru  is  intrenching  himself,  notwithstanding  appear- 
ances. In  my  opinion,  C(  ui  tray  will  be  recovered 
without  much  difficulty.   Menin  will  be  the  tug;  it 
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is  a  port  of  importance  to  the  enemy,  from  the  secu- 
rity it  gives  to  all  tiitir  posts  on  the  Lys,  as  well  as 
to  linceUes,  Boadues,  &c. 

The  enemy  attacked  RouBcJaereyestodayy  and  were 
beaten,  with  the  loss  of  their  guns.  Should  anything 
occur  before  the  mail  is  closed  to-morrow,  I'll  give 
yoa  a  postscript ;  if  not,  adieu. 

I  hope  to  send  you  the  maps  to-momw,  or,  iser- 
tainl)  ,  by  the  next  mail. 

# 

P.S. — ^By  a  letter  from  General  Beaulieu's  aide^e^ 
camp  to  his  frither  in  this  town,  we  are  informed 

that  the  General  beat  the  encmv,  near  Arlon,  on  the 
30th,  and  pursued  them  with  great  slaughter  to  the 
^ads  of  Longwy.   The  particulars  are  not  known. 

TO  COLONBt.  SIR  HEW  DALBYMPLE. 

Head-Quarters, 
'.  Tomnay.  May  9,  1794. 

This  morning,  I  received  youre  of  the  4  th.  I  am 
sorry  to  tell  you  that  the  blow  is  not  yet  struck. 
The  enemy  are  stiD  at  Courtray,  and  I  fear  their 
numljors  keep  CLiiiiayt  quiet.  In  the  course  of  the 
last  week,  the  enemy  have  established  a  strong 
cordon  on  the  Marque.  They  have  repaired  the 
works  at  BouTines,  and  established  new  ones  on  the 


Digiiizixi  by  Google 


OPERATIONS  Ob  THE  FRENCH.  203 

several  piisscs  of  the  Marque,  between  Pont  a  Marque 
and  PoDt  a  Tressm,  which  are  defended  by  eighteen 
piecses  of  cannon.  Oppodto  to  ii8>  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Marque,  the  enemy  have. their  camps;  one 
between  Pont  a  Marque  and  a  farm  called  La 
Valette;  a  second  &<m  the  hill  of  Sanghin  to  the 
Ftev^  leading  from  the  church  of  Peronne  to  LiUe ; 
and  a  third  from  the  Pav^  between  Sanghin  and 
Lille  to  the  mill  of  Tressin.  The  whole  may 
amount  to  12,000  m^.  The  bid  camp  of  Flers  to 
15,000. 

I  rather  think  that  Lake  will  not  accept  the 
brigade  if  he  can  help  it.  I  am  much  hurried. 
God  bless  you. 


May  9, — The  army  took  up  a  new  positbn ; 
having  the  left  of  their  front  line  near  the  village  of 

Litiiiiiiii,  their  right  towards  i*Vuzuuncs.  General 
Buysche's  corps  was  reinforced. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALPYMPLE. 

Head-Quarters,  May  11.  1794. 

Soon  aft^  daybreak,  we  discovered  that  the 
enemy  were  passing  the  Marque  in  force.  Between 

seven  and  eight  o'clock  they  attacked  and  carried 
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the  village  of  Basieux,  which,  however,  was  well 
defended  by  our  light  troops.  The  enemy's  column 
advanced  through  the  village  of  Camphin,  to  the 
attack  of  our  left  at  Lamain.  His  Royal  Highness 
directed  a  column  of  heavy  cavalry,  consisting  of 
Dundas's  brigade  (late  Mansel's),  Sir  Robert  Laurie's, 
and  the  1^  of  Vyse's,  to  advance  hy  the  low  grounds 
on  tile  left  of  our  camp,  and  to  endeavour  to  gain 
the  plain  of  Cysoing,  and  by  tliat  means  turn  the 
enemy's  right.  This  they  effected ;  but  the  deepness 
of  the  ground,  and  its  hang  very  much  intmpersed 
with  large  patches  of  cole-seed — ^the  mode  of  culture 
of  which  presents  very  great  impediment  to  the 
progress  of  heavy  cavalry — ^together  with  the  gopd 
countenance  shown  by  the  French  in&ntry,  rendered 
the  attack,  in  the  first  instance,  inetrcctual.  How- 
ever, they  still  advanced,  and  entirely  turned  the 
village  of  Camphin,  which  necessarily  exposed  their 
left  to  die  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  established 
in  I'iont  of  the  village  of  Gruson  on  the  Marque. 

At  this  time  the  enemy's  infantry  began  to  retreat 
in  very  good  order  from  the  village  of  Camphin.  A 
brigade  of  British  infantry  was  ordered  to  advance 
by  the  route  the  cavalry  had  taken,  for  the  support  of 
that  corps,  and  four  battalions  were  ordered  to  move 
from  the  centre  of  the  camp,  and  by  advancing 
between  the  villages  of  Basieux  and  Camphin,  to 
facilitate  the  attack  intended  by  the  British  cavalry. 
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The  enemy's  column  retreated  from  Camphin,  crossed 
the  high  road  iii  liont  of  Basieux,  and  madf  tor  the 
village  of  Willem.  Our  cavalry  hung  upoa  them, 
and,  availing  themselves  of  a  favourable  moment,  as 
they  were  nearly  gaining  Willem,  Dundas's  brigade 
broke  in  upon  them  with  great  execution.  The 
enemy  retired  with  ftrecipitatbn  across  the  Marque, 
leaving  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon  on  the  field  of 
batde.  The  numbers  of  their  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners  I  don't  yet  know,  but  the  former  must^ 

I  am  sure,  be  considerable.  At  the  same  time,  the 
enemy  made  an  attack  on  the  Hanoverians  at  Dottig- 

II  its,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat  to  Warcoing.  At 
night,  his  Royal  Highness  ordered  two  battalions 
of  Guards  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  the  Hano- 
verians, and  to  put  them  in  possesion  of  the  post 
of  Espierres,  which  is  of  great  importance  to  us,  on 
account  of  our  communications.  This  morning,  at 
break  of  day,  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
left  ihis  part  of  the  country.  The  Hanoverians  are 
reinstated  at  Dottignies,  and  the  Guards  returned  to 
camp. 

In  the  action  of  yesterday  our  loss  was  not  great, 
but  I  must  refer  you  to  the  Gazette  for  particulars. 
Amongst  the  wounded,  Clinton  is  shot  through  the 
thigh.  He  is  in  no  danger,  except  of  a  few  weeks' 
confinement. 

1  am  sorry  to  say  wc  iiuv  e  uu  good  news  as  yet 
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from  Clairiay t,  except  his  being  joined  by  the  British 
troops  from  Ostend  under  General  White.  By  the  , 
bye,  they  are  said  to  be  in  a  shodcing  state,  badly 
dothcd,  and  some  without  firelocks.  Every  day  must 
naturally  increase  the  difficulty  of  driving  Pichegru 
from  Courtray.  He  now  occupies  a  position  on  this 
side  the  Lys  on  the  heights  near  Marque.  Adieu. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRTMVLE. 

May  12,  1794. 

I  wrote  yon  by  Sunday's  extra  messenger,  and 
Sylvester  promised  to  leave  my  letter  at  Rochester. 

On  bunday  Clairfavt  approaches  Courtray  between 
the  Heulle  and  the  Lys.  By  the  precipitation  with 
which  the  French  advanced  posts  retreated  into  the 
town,  the  Austrians  were  induced  to  beBeve  that  a 
rear-guard  only  was  left  there,  and  they  endeavoured 
'  to  follow  them  with  light  troops.  On  reconnoitring, 
it  was  disoov^d  that  th^  were  in  groat  force  on  the 
other  side  the  town.  Poor  Winheim,  approaching 
too  near  a  battery,  was  killed  by  a  cannon-shot.  I 
looked  upon  him  as  the  Abercromby  of  the  Austrian 
army.  I  leave  you  to  judge  how  great  a  misfortune 
I  conceive  his  loss  to  be  at  this  moment,  in  the 
afternoon  the  French  came  out  of  the  town,  formed 
their  line,  and  a  most  obstinate  engagement  ensued, 
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ia  which  we  arc  said  to  have  gained  a  yictory,  as 
the  French  at  last  retired  into  the  town.  The 
victory,  however,  is  dear-bought  and  fruitless,  for 

Clairfayt  lost  nearly  1500  men,  and  the  enemy  re- 
main in  statu  quo.    Yesterday  morning  Clairfayt 

repassed  the  HeuDe. 

«  •  *  * 

I  had  almost  forg^otten  to  inform  you  that  Kinsky, 
with  about  12,000  men,  is  come  to  St.  Amand; 
and  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  to  join  ns.  I  hope 
not,  for  I  have  more  apprehensions  for  Orohies,  and 
all  our  kft,  than  for  our  individual  selves,  and  I 
dare  say  many  days  will  not  pass  before  the  enemy 
make  some  further  attempt.  If  anything  worth 
relating  happens  before  night,  I  shaU  add  a  postscript- 
Adieu. 

Twdve  o'dock  Tuesday  Niglbt. 
Clairfayt  has  retreated  to  Demze,  and  the  P^rmce 

of  Kaunitz  has  been  defeated,  and  obliged  to  retreat 
to  Binch.  Surely  even  the  Austrians  must  at  length 
see,  or  they  wiU  certainly  feel,  that  the  secuiity 
Flanders  ought  to  have  been  the  very  first  object 
with  whoever  had  the  planning  of  the  campaign.  I 
believe  you  and  I  have  ever  been  of  opinion  that  it  is 
the  very  sine  quA  wm  of  all  4>perations  on  this 
frontier.  Adieu.  The  moment  is,  in  my  opmion, 
big  with  events  of  the  utmost  importance. 
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VICTORY    or     PRINCE    iUiUNITZ — THK    DUKK    OF    YORK  CAPTCBJKS 
MOI  VAITX,  BUT,  B>  IVC;  L  NSUPI'ORI  EP  BY  THE  ArSTRlAN'^.  RKTRKAT8 

 PROi^l'KCTS    or     iHE    WAli — -ACTION    AT    BI.ACDAIN  Ol'KRATIONR 

OF    FBIMCB    KAUN1T2 — &£Sl6NATiON   OV    GENK&AL   MACK — LKTTKB 
1  VEOM  THB  PftlNCB  OF  COBOUM  TO  THE  DCKE  Or  YORK. 

Since  the  reWew  on  the  plains  of  Cateau,  on 
Ajuril  16th,  the  Duke  of  York's  anny,  acting  under 
the  orders  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  had  been 
eiig  i^^ed  in  daily  hostilities  with  the  enemy  ;  and 
had  been  uniformly  successful.  On  April  1 7  th,  they 
had  driven  the  enemy  from  thdr  podtbn,  at  Vans 
and  Fremont.  They  had  repulsed  the  attack  made 
on  them  at  Catuau,  on  the  26th,  when  they  cnptured 
thirty-five  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  Freru  h  General 
Chapuis  was  among  the  prisoners.  On  May  10th, 
30,000  of  the  enemy,  dated  by  their  success  against 
Clairfayt,  had  attacked  tiie  Duke  of  York  at  Laniaiii 
and  Marquain,  in  front  of  Tournay ;  the  Duke  of 
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York  had  driven  them  back,  and  taken  eleven  pieces 
of  cannon.  The  British  troops  had  fully  realized 
every  anticipation  which  th^  tried  prowess  and 
their  improved  discipline  had  excited.  They  went 
into  every  encounter  with  that  confident  expectation 
of  success,  which  so  firequoitly  leads  to  it  They 
were  now  to  experience  a  reverse ;  and  to  any  one 
who  is  anxious  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  cam- 
paign, it  is  important  to  ocmsider  with  attention  the 
drcumstances  of  the  battle  of  Turcoin. 


May  16. — General  Clair%t  marched  towards 
Courtray,  placing  his  left  at  Oyghem  on  the  Lys, 
his  right  on  Ingelmunst^r ;  General  White  advanced 
to  Rouselaere,  communicating  with  Glairfayt's  left. 
Clairfayt  communicated  by  Desselghem  and  Vichte, 
with  the  Hanoverians  at  Espierres. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  arrived  at  Toumay,  leaving 
the  gross  of  his  army  at  St.  Amand.  Accounts 
airived,  that  the  Prince  Kaunitz  had  beaten  the 
enemy,  and  pursued  them  across  the  Sambre. 

May  16.— This  day,  General  Clairfayt  moved  to 
the  ehauas^e  between  Menin  and  Ypres.  In  the 
evening  orders  were  issued  from  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
to  attack  the  enemy  in  five  coliuTins  to-murro\v 
morning ;  for  which  purpose  each  column  will  move 
soon  after  sunset  this  night,  as  far  on  their  respective 
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routes  as  their  advanced  post  will  admit.  Agreeably 
to  the  Emperor*8  instructions,  his  Royal  Higfaness's 
ooihiinns  arrived  before  break  of  day  at  Templeuve. 

May  17. — ^The  morning  being  hazy,  it  was  near 
seven  o'clock  belbre  it  proceeded  towards  Lannoy, 
whioh  was  earned  with  little  loss;  four  battalions 
being  detached  to  observe  Hem.  His  Royal  High- 
ness  halted  in  front  of  Liinnov,  till  this  detachment 
had  joined ;  and  then,  leaving  two  battalions  of 
Hessians  in  Lannoy,  proceeded  to  the  attack  of 
Roubaix.  The  town  was  carried  without  much  diffi- 
culty  ;  and  General  Abercromby,  with  the  advance  of 
the  column — ^namely,  the  British  Guards,  O'Donnd's 
ooips,  and  some  Brilash  light  dragoons — ^took  a 
position  in  front  of  it.  His  Royal  Highness,  per- 
ceiving no  co-operation  from  the  fourth  column,  and 
that  his  le(t  was  exposed  to  all  the  enemy's  foroe 
from  IdEe,  Flers,  Hem,  &c. ;  and  it  b^ng  known, 
that  the  attack  of  the  first  column  on  Moucron  had 
failed,  and  that  the  head  of  the  second  column  was 
at  Watrelos,  and  the  day  being  for  advanced,  resolved 
to  proceed  no  further ;  and  after  viewing  the  ground 
near  Roubaix  to  be  occupied  by  General  Aber- 
cromby, had  returned  to  view  the  ground  destined 
for  the  remainder  of  his  corps  near  Lannoy  (which 
was  to  be  his  head-quarters),  when  an  order  arrived 
from  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  should  proceed  to  complete  the  object  of 
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tlie  instructions  of  the  preceding  night  by  the  attack 
cxf  Mouvaux. 

His  Royal  Highness  refureseated  the  state  of  siffairs, 
but  the  order  bemg  positive,  he  returned  to  Rou- 

baix,  and  ordered  General  Abercromby  to  carry  his 
Imperial  M^esty's  orders  into  execution;  in  doing 
which,  the  grenadiers  and  lighl  in&ntry  of  the 
British  Guards  displayed  the  greatest  intrepidity. 
Supported  by  the  15  th  and  7th  British  Light  Dra* 
gQon%  they  stormed,  and  were  in  oomplete  possession 
of  the  intrenchments  of  Mouvaux,  before  Colond 
Congreve  could  possibly  give  them  the  assistance 
he  was  preparing  for  them  by  the  establishment  of 
the  batteries  of  the  British  reserve  artillery.  The 
troops  that  had  taken  Mouvaux,  remained  in  that 
position  during  the  night.  The  brigade  of  the 
British  line,  which  on  this  occasion  was  put  under  the 
orders  of  the  Honourable  Major-general  Fox,*  was 
directed  to  take  up  a  position  behind  Roubaix,  and 
to  observe  Croix ;  and  five  battaUons  of  Austrian 
infontry  covered  Roubaix,  which  was  his  Royal 
Highness's  head-quarters. 

May  18. — Soon  after  daybreak,  the  enemy  at- 

*  Hon.  Major-general  Fox,  brother  to  the  Ki<xht  Hon. 
Charles  James  Fox,  Cornet  1st  Dragoon  Guards,  beptcmbcr, 
1770  ;  Captain  38th  Rcgnucnt,  1774  ;  Major  49th  Regiment, 
1777;  Lieutenant-colonel  3Sth  Regiment,  October,  1778; 
Colonel  10th  Foot»  1795.   Died  in  July,  181 1. 
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tacked  the  advanced  corps  of  General  Otto's  column, 
.  which  occupied  a  position  in  the  rear  of  Rouhaix,  the 

suburbs  of  which  town  were  in  possession  of  his  light 
troops.  At  about  eight,  the  Austrians  gave  way, 
and  the  attack  commenced  on  his  Royal  Highness's 
right,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  head  of  the  enemy's 
column  from  Lille  reached  the  hamlet  of  Le  Fresnov, 
and  by  that  means  nearly  effected  a  junction  with  the 
column  from  the  Lys,  and  cut  his  Royal  Highness's 
army.  Culi>rit'l  DevT  had  carried  away  two  battalions, 
which  formed  his  Royal  Highness's  reserve,  to 
General  Otto's  column,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
Austrians  were  evidently  beaten. 

The  Duke's  first  idea,  on  perceiving  the  disaster, 
was  to  join  the  Guards;  but  that  was  impossible. 
He  then  endeavoured  to  join  the  brigade  of  the  Line, 
but  hdng  nearly  through  the  town  of  Roubaix,  he 
perceived  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  suburbs. 
He  next  made  for  Watrelos,  expecting  there  to  find 
General  Otto,  and  from  him  to  receive  his  own  two 
battalions,  and  some  fiirther  asistance  for  the  relief  of 
the  Guards.  The  village  of  Watrelos  was  without 
troops,  and  when  his  Royal  Highness  had .  nearly 
passed  through  it,  he  was  fired  at  by  the  enemy,  and 
the  officer  of  iiussars,  who  was  riding  by  his  side, 
fell,  his  horse  being  shot.  At  length,  his  Royal 
Highness  arrived  at  Leers^  where  he  found  General 
Otto.  The  British  infantry  effected  their  retreat,  hut 
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nofc  without  a  coDsiderable  loss  of  ardUeiy  and 

men. 

The  £ulure  of  this  attack  may  be  attributed  to  the 
little  coimection  between  the  columns,  and  the  di&- 
tanoe  that  the  fifth  column  had  to  march,  precluding 
the  possibility  ot  any  connection  with  the  third.  The 
order  for  his  Royal  Highness  -attacking  Mouvaux, 
under  all  the  circumstances  above  stated,  can  only 
be  accounted  for  by  a  determination  to  sacrifice  the 
third  column  for  the  purpose  of  gi\^ng  relief  to 
General  Clair&yt  (who  had  been  ordered  to  cross  the 
Lys,  and  advance  toward  LinoeUes),  without  waiting 
to  know  what  success  had  attended  the  operations  of 
the  other  columns.  This  night  the  army  returned  to 
their  former  camp. 


TO  OOIiONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMFLE. 

Head-Qnartnt, 
Toumay,  May  19,  1794. 

The  detail  of  the  transactions  of  yesterday  and  the 
day  before,  would  take  up  more  time  than  I  have  at 

my  own  disposal.    But  I  must  inform  you,  to  enable 
you  to  be  quite  master  of  the  subject  by  reading  the 
Gazette,"  that  the  attack  was  made  in  five  columns : 
the  first,  under  General  Buysche,  by  Dottignies  to 

Moucron ;  the  second,  under  General  Otto,  by  Leers, 
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Watrelos,  to  Turcoin ;  the  third,  uiulcr  the  Duke  of 
Yorky  by  Lannoy  and  Roubaix,  to  Mouvaux;  the 
fourth,  under  Kinsky,  to  fimse  Bouvines,  detedung  to 
his  right  in  the  first  instance,  to  cover  the  Duke's 
left  by  masking  Lille,  and  in  the  second  in  conjunc- 
tbn  with  the  fifth  colunm  (Archduke  CharleSy  who 
was  to  pass  at  Pont  h  Marque)  to  attack  the  enemy's 
camps  of  Flers  and  Lampaupont,  secure  all  the  passes 
of  the  Marque,  cover  the  Duke  of  York's  left  Hank,  ' 
and  co*operate  with  his  Royal  Highness  in  forcing 
on  to  the  Lys.  Many  circumstanoes,  in  my  opinion, 
conspired  to  render  the  success  of  this  plan  almost 
impossible.  It  could  not,  I  think,  be  reasonably 
expected  that  the  oolumn  passing  at  Font  k  Marque 
could  perform  their  very  long  march,  and  the  diffe* 
rent  services  expected,  in  time  to  afford  any  protection 
to  the  Duke's  left.  It  was  known  pretty  early  in 
the  day  that  Buysdde's  attack  on  Moucron  had  Med. 
At  between  five  and  six  in  the  evening,  the  head  of 
the  Duke's  column  was  in  front  of  Roubaix,  of 
which  he  was  in  possesion.  Feeling  that  he  had  no 
support  or  co-operation  on  his  left,  and  knowing 
that  ihc  liead  of  Otto's  column  was  onlv  at  Watrelos, 
he  resolved  to  proceed  no  further.  He  had  viewed 
the  ground  intended  to  be  occupied  by  his  advance — 
namely,  the  brigade  of  Guards,  0*Donnel's  corps,  and 
some  light  dragoons — and  was  on  his  return  to  Lan- 
noy,  and  had  actually  viewed  the  ground  destined 
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fbr  the  gross  of  his  corps,  near  Lannoy,  which  was  to 
be  his  head-quarters,  when  a  positive  order  from  the 
Emperor  arrived  for  the  attadc  of  Mouvauz. 

Nothing  can  equal  the  madness  that  dictated  this 
order,  except  the  blind  obstinacy  with  which  it  was 
persisted  in,  in  spite  of  every  representation.  With 
a  heavy  heart  the  Duke  retoraed  to  Rouboix,  and 
ordered  General  Abercromby  to  carry  the  older  of 
his  Imperial  Majc&tv  into  execution,  which  gave  an 
opportunity  for  the  greatest  display  of  gallantry  to 
the  flank  battalion  of  the  Guards,  as  you  will  have' 
seen  by  the  "Gazette."  « 

The  next  morning  the  enemy,  in  force,  attacked 
Otto's  advance,  consisting  of  five  battalions,  in  their 
position  in  the  rear  of  Turcoin,  and  his  light  troops 
m  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  which  they  forced,  and 
advanced  on  the  Duke. 

Our  corps  was  then  situated  as  folbws — and  its 
very  critical  position  was  fully  represented  to  the 
Imperial  head-quaiters.  Four  battalions  of  Guards, 
in  the  intrenched  position  of  Muuvaux ;  the  brigade 
of  the  Line,  in  the  rear  of  Roubaix,  observing  Croix ; 
two  battalions  of  Hussars,  left  to  occupy  Lannoy; 
two  battalions  of  Austrians,  being  the  Duke's  reserve, 
lent  for  the  instant  at  the  pressing  solicitation  of 
Colonel  IMvy,  and  carried  by  him,  contrary  to  every 
order,  to  General  Otto's  column ;  half  a  battalion  in 
Ruubaix,  whence  tliey  were  driven  by  the  French. 
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The  remainder  of  this  battalion  and  two  other  Aus- 
trian battalions,  which  were  all  the  intuntrv  the  Duke 
had,  engaged  and  were  evidently  worsted  by  the 
enemy.  Congiwe's  battery  formed  with  its  left  on 
Mouvaux,  its  right  protected  by  four  companies  of 
the  Guards,  and  the  Coldstream  were  drawn  from 
Abercromby  for  the  moment,  and  joined  on  the  right 
the  four  companies  of  the  3rd,  to  repulse  any  attack 
on  that  quarter,  and  keep  up  the  communication 
with  the  right 

Such  was  our  situation  when  the  head  of  the 
enemy's  column  from  LiDe  entered  the  hamlet  of  Le 
Fresnoy,  by  that  means  gained  the  rear  of  the  Cold- 
stream, completely  cutting  off  Mouvaux. 

At  the  moment  the  Duke  perceived  the  disaster, 
the  Austrians  in  his  front  were  giving  way.  The 
tirst  idea  that  suggested  itself  to  him  was  to  gain 
Mouvaux  and  join  the  Guards,  but  this  was  im^ 
possible ;  the  next,  to  form  any  body  of  troops  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  relief  to  that  corps.  With 
that^view,  we  tried  to  pass  Roubaix,  and  to  join  the 
brigade  of  the  Line,  but  the  enemy  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  suburbs.  The  Duke  then  made  for 
Watrclos ;  expecting  there  to  find  Otto,  and  by  liim 
to  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  succouring  the 
Guards.  We  found  no  troops  in  Watrdos,  but 
having  almost  passed  through  the  village,  we  re- 
ceived a  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  wounded  the 
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officer  of  Hussars'  horse,  who  was  riding  by  the  side 
of  the  Duke.  After  many  difficulties  and  per- 
plexities, we  were  fortunate  enough  to  rcacli  Leers, 
where  we  found  General  Otto. 

The  conduct  of  the  British  infantry  does  them  the 
greatest  honour.  Their  r^areat  could  not  be  effected 
without  a  heavy  loss  of  men  and  artillery.  1  most 
sincexely  hope  that  the  heavy  disaster  which  has 
Men  so  undeservedly  on  us  will  be  a  warning  to 
our  allies;  for  while  the  same  loose,  unconnected, 
unmilitary  system  is  persevered  in,  while  such  rash- 
ness and  such  childish  obstinacy  are  the  striking 
characteristics  of  their  councils,  nothing  but  loss 
and  disgrace  can  attend  the  arms  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty. 

The  Emperor  has  done  us  a  bit  of  justice,  in 
publicly  acknowledging  that  the  Duke^s  column  was 

the  vjnly  one  of  the  five  that  completed  the  service 
expected  from  them ;  and  I  believe  the  conduct  of 
the  British  troops  has  excited  the  admiration,  and 
perhaps  jealousy,  of  the  whole  Austrian  army. 

Lake  continues  very  indifferent.  Poor  Ludlow  is 
as  well  as  can  be  expected  after  the  loss  of  his 
arm,  which  he  bore  with  the  most  heroic  forti- 
tude. 

God  bless  you,  my  dear  Sir  Hew.  My  indigna- 
tion is  excited  to  a  pitch  I  can  hardly  describe,  by 
the  reflection  of  what  we  have  suffered  by  the  ob- 
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stinacy,  ignorance,  and  pride  of  those  who  take  the 
direction  of  the  war. 


In  the  account  of  the  Campaign  by  Captain 
Jones  of  the  14th  K^ment,  are  the  foUowing  re- 
marks on  this  engagement : 

"May  IR,  1794. 

"  The  few  troops  who  were  immtdiatcly  with 
the  Duke  were  soon  compelled  to  give  way  before 
such  superior  numbers,  nor  was  ii  in  his  power,  with 
every  effort  he  could  make,  assisted  by  Coloneils  Cal- 
vert, Hevvgill,  and  Childers,  and  a  number  of  the 
mast  able  officers  in  the  service,  to  rally  them ;  and 
at  that  moment  the  advanced  parties  of  the  cofaunn 
from  Lille  showed  themselves  in  the  road  between 
Roubaix  and  Mouvaux  :  therefore  it  was  impossible  to 
succeed  in  the  attempt  which  the  Duke  made  to  join 
the  brigade  of  Guards. 

*  *  #  « 

"  The  ability  and  coolness  with  which  lieutenant- 
general  Abercromby  and  Major-general  Fox  con- 
ducted tbeir  corps,  under  sudi  trying  circumstances, 
did  them  much  honour  ;  and  it  must  be  a  great 
satisfaction  to  the  British  nation  that  the  column 
under  the  Duke  of  York's  command  executed  to  the 
fullest  extent  thdr  intended  part  of  the  operation, 
and  that  in  the  check  which  they  afterwards  sus- 
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taincd,  the  conduct  of  the  British  troops  entitled 
them  to  the  wannest  espressions  of  gratitude  and 
admiration  on  the  part  of  his  Imperial  Majesty." 

And  the  observations  on  this  action  in  "  Victoires, 
Conqu^tes^  et  Revere 

"  Ce  fut  ^  Tournay  que  les  allies  arr^t^rent  ce 
fameux  plan  d'attaque  qu'ils  nomm^nt  emphatique- 
ment  jifon  de  desh^ctim,  paroe  qu'il  ne  tendait  h. 
rien  moins  qa'h  Tan^tissemeiit  de  Farm^  fran- 
^aise.  II  est  vrai  de  dire  que  si  le  prince  de  Cobourg 
e{^t  youlu  renoncer  k  son  systtee  £sivori  de  morcelle- 
ment  et  de  colonnes  miiIti|Ji^  il  pla^ait  le  g^n^ral 
Pichegru  dans  une  position  tr^s  critique." 


TO  UljS  S1STE&. 

Head-Quart',  r?, 
Tournay,  May  20,  1794. 

I  wrote  yesterday  to  my  fiither  and  to  my  unde, 

but  as,  in  these  critical  tiuies,  I  conceive  intelligence 
from  this  quarter  must  be  interesting,  I  do  not  hke 
the  mail  should  go  without  a  few  lines  from  me  to 
my  friends  at  Theobalds.  The  public  **  Gazette" 
will  ^ve  you  a  very  true  and  minute  account  of  the 
transactions  of  the  17th  and  18th.    Those  of  the 
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latter  were  as  unpleasant  as  you  can  conceive,  and  I 
found  myself  in  a  situation  which  it  has  been  my 
good  fortune  never  to  have  been  m  before — ^namdyt 
in  a  beaten  army. 

I  had,  last  year,  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
Dutch  and  Hanoverian  armies  in  the  same  state, 
but  the  sensation  is  very  different  when  the  blow 
falls  on  oursehes.  We  have  the  consolation  of 
knowing  that  no  £Eiult  can  be  imputed  to  us,  and 
that  our  loss  was  occasioned  by  the  obstinate  folly 
of  others.  No  mobbed  fox  was  ever  more  put  to 
it  to  make  his  escape  than  we  were,  being,  at  times, 
nearly  surrounded ;  and  I  am  sure  you  will  be  happy 
to  bear  that  I  am  perfectly  well,  and  have  only  lost 
in  the  scramble  a  horse  of  littb  value,  with  a  port- 
manteau, &c. 

The  future  prospects  of  the  war  are  not  very 
bright ;  and  if  the  system  of  acting  adopted  by  our 
Allies  is  not  changed,  it  must,  in  the  common  course 
of  things,  become  darker  and  darker.  However,  we 
will  hope  for  the  best,  and  that  the  arrival  of  the 
Fhissians  on  the  frontier  will  give  a  torn  to  affidrs. 
I  hope  the  steps  the  Administration  arc  taking  at 
home  will  be  attended  with  success,  and  that  a  dozen 
of  the  ringleaders  of  the  seditious  dubs  will  be 
hanged;  if  not,  the  part  adopted  by  Government 
will  have  a  very  bad  tendency,  and  those  who  are 
disaffected  will  be  encouraged  by  the  difficulty  at- 
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tending  detection  to  persevere  in  their  execrable 
designs. 

I  hear  Robespierre  has  published  a  most  seducing 

address  to  his  countrymen,  congratulating  them  on 
the  pleasing  prospect  of  all  Europe  being  very  soon 
brought  into  the  very  same  agreeable  state  of  en- 
lightened philosophy  which  has  already  bestowed  so 
much  happiness  on  the  people  of  France,  and  set* 
ting  forth  to  their  heated  imaginations  the  hearttelt 
exultation  every  Frenchman  will  experience  on  the 
reflection  of  having  been  an  agent  in  the  attainment 
of  so  much  happiness  for  his  fellow-creatures.  In 
the  meantime,  to  keep  up  the  spirits  and  attention  of 
Hie  people  till  this  blessed  epoch  arrives^  I  find  they 
have  resolved  on  the  accusation  of  Madame  Eliza* 
beth,  the  late  King's  sister,  which  will  probably  be 
veiy  soon  followed  by  her  execution.  In  the  midst 
of  all  these  scenes  which  are  exhibited  on  the  conti- 
nent, I  congratulate  myself  in  the  reflection  that  my 
own  country  remains  internally  at  peace,  and  in  the 
possession  of  eveiy  blessing  that  a  mild  and  fi^ee 
constitution  can  bestow. 

Pray  tell  ray  mother  that  1  wiU  write  to  her  very 
soon. 


May  22. — The  enemy  advanced  by  Nechin  and 
Templeuve,  and  attacked  the  camp  of  the  Allies 
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between  five  and  six  in  tin  moniing.  At  ten,  the 
attadc  became  general  on  the  line  from  our  redoubts 

in  the  rear  of  the  village  of  Blandain  quite  to  the 
Scheldt.  The  enemy  refused  their  right  the  whole 
day,  and  had  a  corps,  conaating  afiperenily  of  two 
brigades  of  infimtry  and  some  cayab-y,  in  front  of 
the  village  of  Willem,  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
the  right  of  their  attack.  From  ten  a.m.  till  nine  at 
night,  the  fire  both  of  artiQery  and  musketry  was 
heavier  than  the  oldest  soldier  on  the  fidd  had  ever 
before  witnessed.  At  seven,  the  brigade  of  the 
British  ]ine  (almost  all  the  troops  in  the  left  wing 
having  previously  been  brought  down  to  the  right) 
were  ordered  to  adviiiicc  upuii  Pont  a  Chin.  After 
a  few  discharges,  they  pushed  on  with  their  bayonets, 
and,  as  £ur  as  their  numbers  went,  carried  all  before 
tiiem.  Had  this  order  of  attack  been  adopted  by 
the  Allies  in  general,  the  day  would  probably  have 
ended  in  the  ruin  of  the  French  army. 

Between  nine  and  ten  p.u.,  the  enemy  retired  into 
the  camps  from  which  they  had  marched  the  pre- 
ceding night,  but  the  labour  of  the  day  had  been 
too  severe  to  admit  the  possibility  of  any  pursuit. 

May  23. — Count  Walmoden  marched  with  5000 
men  to  take  up  a  position  to  cover  Oudenarde  and 
communicate  with  General  Clairfayt,  who  had  fallen 
back  to  his  old  position  near  Thidt.  The  army  took 
up  a  new  position  nearer  Toumay. 
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May  25.  —  Intelligence  arrived  of  the  Prince 
Kauoitz  havbg  gained  a  victory  over  the  left  wing 
of  the  French  anny  near  Mons  the  day  before.  His 

Highness  took  3000  prisoners  and  41  pieces  of 
cannon,  anuniuuticm,  &c.  The  French  army  re- 
treated across  the  Sambre,  and  Prince  Kaiinitz 
foUowed  them ;  but  finding  them  too  formidable^ 
both  in  point  of  position  and  numbers,  to  vcntiire 
an  attack  upon  them,  he  re-crossed  the  Sambre, 
taking  a  positioii  to  cover  Mons. 

Maif  26. — ooips  consisting  of  ten  battafions 
and  sume  cavalry  marched,  under  the  command  of 
the  Prince  of  Waldeck,  to  augment  the  corps  already 
at  OrchieSy  and  the  following  day  the  army  were 
employed  in  intrenching  themselves  in  the  smaller 
position  in  fiont  of  Toumay.  The  trees  near 
PVozennes  were  cut  down,  and  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  from  Pont  k  Chin  was  prevented  by  two 
redoubts  near  the  chaussee,  winch,  by  means  of  an 
intrenchment,  communicated  with  the  redoubts 
thrown  up  by  tiie  British  army  in  front  of  Orcq 
the  preceding  year.  Upon  the  left,  intrenchments 
were  thrown  up  in  the  rear  of  the  viDage  of 
Lamain. 

May  28.»The  £arl  of  Yannouth,  accredited  to 
his  Imperial  Majesty,  arrived  at  Toumay. 

May  29. — Further  detachments  were  this  day 
made^  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  the  army  on 
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the  Sambre.  General  Mack  annonoced  bis  resigna- 
tion, in  consequence  of  tbe  Emperor's  proposed 

departure  from  the  army  the  Dext  day. 

May  30.— 'His  Imperial  Majesty  left  Toumay, 
meaning  to  visit  General  Claii&yt,  and  then  to 
proceed  to  the  army  on  the  Sambre.  The  Prince 
Kaunitz  had  retired  firom  this  army,  and  the 
command  of  it  was  g^ren  to  General  Alvinzi. 
General  the  Frinoe  of  Waldeck  was  appointed 
Quartermaster-general  to  the  Austrian  army. 

The  tranquillity  of  our  outposts,  as  well  as  all  the 
accounts  from  the  frontier,  assured  us  that  the  enemy 
had  made  very  considerable  detachments  to  the  east* 
ward.  As  the  Imperial  army  on  the  Sambre 
amounted  to  upwards  of  seventy  battalions  and 
fifty  squadrons,  the  public  expectation  was  raised  to 
the  highest  pitch. 

Accounts  were  received  that  the  enemy  had  erected 
batteries  against  Charleroy. 

Before  the  Emperor  left  his  army  at  Toumay,  the 

following  letter  was  written  by  the  Prince  of  Cobourg 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 

*•  Tournay,  ce  27  Mai,  1794. 

Monseigueur, 
'^J'ai  re9u  aujourd'hui  une  kttre  de  Mibrd 
Comte  d'Elgin,  qui  me  fait  part  de^Timpression 
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qu'ont  fait  a  BruxeUes,  et  g^neralement,  dans  le 
public,  des  bruits  qui  s'y  sout  r^pandus  sur  k  co- 
operation de  votre  Altesse  Royale,  de  ses  gen^raux 
et  de  ses  troupes,  aux  ^v^nements  qui  ont  eu  lieu 
dans  les  joum^  du  17  et  du  18  de  ce  mois.  Ces 
bruits  sont  de  nature,  ainsi  que  s'ezprime  Mi  Lord 
Elgin,  k  faire  croire,  et  Ton  se  permet  mime 
d'insister,  que  son  Altesse  Royale  a  expose  sa 
coUmne  Umirairemmt  et  eontre  lee  coneeile  qu'on 
lui  a  donnde.  Je  me  suis  empress^,  Monseigneur, 
de  mettre  sur  le  champ  sous  les  yeux  de  Sa  Majesty 
la  lettre  du  Comte  d'fUgin.  Ce  monarque  Im  a 
accord^  toute  Tattentioii  qu'e&e  m^rite,  et  m'a 
ordoxme  de  ne  pas  perdre  un  instant  pour  ^crire  a 
votre  Altesse  Royale  sur  un  objet  qui  tient  autant  a 
coeur  h  Sa  Majeste.  EUe  m^enjoint  de  donuer  k 
Totre  Altesse  Royale  les  assurances  les  plus  positives 
que  non  sedement  elle  est  parfaitement  satisfaite 
de  la  mani^re  pleine  de  zhh,  d'intelligence,  d'ensemble 
et  de  valeur,  dont  votre  Altesse  Royale,  ses  braves 
g^n^raux,  et  ses  braves  troupes  ont  ex&nit^  tous  les 
mouvements  qui  ont  eu  lieu,  successivement  dans 
les  journees  du  17  et  du  18,  mais  qu'elie  lui  donne 
par  cette  lettre  le  t^moignage  certain,  et  bien  d6dd6- 
ment  irrecusable,  que  votre  Altesse  Royale  n'a  fait 
aucunc  marche,  aucune  attaque,  aucunc  manoeu\Te, 
qui  n'ait  et^  une  suite  essentieile  de  la  disposition 
g^n^rale,  ou  qu'elie  n'ait  engag^  votre  Altesse  Royale 
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h.  faire  par  les  messages  succcssifs,  que  dans  le 
courant  de  I'afiaire,  elle  a  rc^u  de  la  part  de  ce 
monarqiie. 

L'ordre  g^n^ral,  ^man€  de  Sa  Majeste,  Samedi 
dernier,  a  prouv^  d^jk  jusqu'k  I'^ddence  a  quel 
point  ce  monarque  rend  k  votre  Altesse  Koyale  la 
justice  due  k  ses  ^nunentes  quality,  et  mix  services 
si  brilUaiits  et  si  distingu^s,  qu'elle  rend  la  cause 
cx)nimime,  avec  un  courage  et  un  devouemcnt  bien 
digne  de  son  auguste  Dom— cet  ordre  a  prouy^, 
d'une  maiute  non  moins  positiTe— le  cas  infini, 
que  Sa  Majesty  fait  des  gencraux  et  des  troupes 
sous  les  ordrea  de  votre  Altesse  Royale— et  combien 
eUe  a  €t6  surprise  et  indign^e  d'a]^nreiidre  qu'on 
se  permet  sur  la  oonduite  ou  la  coop^tion  des 
troupes  de  Sa  Majeste  Britanique  daiib  les  journdes 
du  17  et  du  18  Mai,  des  jugemens  et  d(  s  propos, 
qui  ne  r^pondissent  pas  enti^rem^t  h  Testime  et  k 
la  ooQsid^tioii  que  ces  troupes  doivent  inspirer. 
La  pr^sente  lettre  que  j'ai  Thonneur  d'^crire  au- 
jourd'hui  k  votre  Altesse  Royale  est  une  oonfirmatioa 
bieu  authentique  des  sentiments  qui  ont  dict^  Fordre 
general  en  question,  et  ne  pent  que  faire  cesser  tous 
les  bruits  qu'on  sc  permettrait  de  repandre  et  qui 
d'ailleurs  ne  sent  pas  &its  pour  porter  la  moindre 
atteinte  k  la  reputation  personelle  de  votre  Altesse 
Royale  ou  k  celle  des  armees  Britaniques.  Organe 
des  intentions,  et  de  la  volont^  d'un  monarque  aussi 


Digitized  by  Google 


LBTTBR  FROM  PRINCE  COBOURG.  227 

juste  qu'eclaire — je  m'acquitte  avec  d'autant  plus 
d'empressement  de  ses  ordres  qu'ik  me  mettent  ^ 
m^me  d'ofirir  sur  le  m^me  objet  k  votre  Altesse 
Royale,  I'hommage  de  mes  sentiments  personnds 

et  celiii  du  respectueux  devouement  avec  lequel  j*ai 
rhonneur  d'etre, 

"  Monseignenr,  de  votre  Altesse  Royale, 

"  Le  tr^s  humble  et  tr^s  obeissant  serviteur, 

Prince  Cobourg»  F.M." 
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CHAPTER  X. 

DBfMTIOW  OV  THI  AUiniTANS — nMMCU  IMTBST  YWUMB — OPBRATIOMt 
ON  THB  BAMBBB — SANOVIMAmT  DBCBSI  OF  TBB  FBBNCH  COMTBNTION 
— OBDBB  OF  VBB  BVKB  OF  TOBK— OBMBBAL  CLAIBFATT  BBFULSBD  AT 
BOVSS&ABBB— CBinCAt  BmrATIOK  OF  TBB  AXLISB— "IMACTITITr  OF 

THE   AUSTR1AN8  —  STATE  OP    PLANDBRS  —  THE   FRENCH  RETREAT 

ACROSS  THE  SAMBRE,  BUT  AGAIN  ADVANCE  YPRKS  8URRENPRRED 

TO  THE  FRENCH  CHARLEROY  SURRENDERS  THE  ALI  IKS  KWrrTATE 

UHKNT — KhTREAT  OF  THB  ALJUXS  PUFARATIONS  FOU  THE  DEFENCE 

OF  HOLLAND. 

We  shall  find  that  from  this  time  the  contest 
assumes  a  new  and  lowering  aspect.  The  Emperor 
has  quitted  his  army,  and  is  on  the  road  to  Vienna. 
Interests  declared  to  he  purely  Austrian  govern  the 
counsels  of  the  Imperial  (  nblnet.  Tlie  Netherlands 
are  to  be  relinquished,  partly  hecmisc  the  inhabitants 
do  not  evince  attachment  to  the  Emperor;  partly 
because  the  country  is  so  distant  from  Austria,  and 
difficult  to  retain  against  the  enterprising  and  in- 
Qreasing  armies  of  the  French  Republic ;  partly,  per- 
haps, because  it  is  hoped  that  acquisitions  nearer 
home  may  compensate  the  loss  of  provinces  so  distant 
and  so  httie  aficcted. 
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Those,  therefore,  of  the  inhabitants  who  have 
remained  Mthfiil  to  their  Imperial  Sovereign  are  to 
be  abandoned  to  their  merciless  foes.  The  Empe- 
ror's engagements  with  Holland  and  Great  Britain 
are  to  be  violated.  The  British  army,  inconsiderable 
in  numbers  when  compared  with  the  Republican 
hosts,  are  now  to  sustain  the  conflict  alone,  unaided 
by  those  in  dependence  on  whom  they  engaged  in 
and  hitherto  maintained  it. 


TO  ms  SISTER. 

Head-Qnartera. 
Toiimay,  June  3,  1794. 

I  am  m\ich  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  of  the 
26th  of  May.  You  will  probably  be  informed  before 
this  time  of  the  events  .that  have  happened  since  the 
Emperor  has  left  us  and  Mack  has  resigned.  We 
are  iicrt'  on  the  strict  defensive,  intrenching  ourselves 
up  to  our  t(  eth.  For  some  days  the  enemy  have 
shown  little  inclination  to  disturb  us,  and  I  believe 
the  banks  of  the  Sambre  will  afford  the  next  inte- 
resting intelligence. 

•  •  #  « 

I  really  have  no  time  to  write  more.  Colond 
Craig  being  away  and  Craufurd  ill,  gives  me  more 
busmess  than  1  can  well  get  through. 
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June  4.-«Aooouiits  arrived  of  the  operations  of 

the  armies  on  the  Sambre.  It  appearcti  that  the 
enemy  had  retired  from  Charleroy,  and  ialicii  back 
from  before  the  Imperial  army;  but  that  they 
had  effected  their  retreat,  without  any  conriderahle 
loss  cither  of  men  or  g\ins.  TiiLs  evening  Marquia 
Comwallis  arrived  at  Tournay. 

June  6. — ^Lord  Comwallis  left  Tournay  for  Brus- 
sels. News  arrived  of  the  investment  of  Ypres. 
Orders  were  sent  to  General  Clairfayt,  at  Thielt,  to 
concert  measures  with  Count  Walmoden,  at  Oude- 
narde,  for  the  relief  of  Ypres.  Six  battaUons  of 
Austrians  were  detached  from  the  army  near  Mons, 
to  reinforce  Clairfayt. 


TO  HIS  8ISTBE. 

HeBd-Qiuurten» 
ToaiDay,  June  6,  1794. 

The  Prince  of  Kaunitz's  army,  which  is  now  com- 
manded by  Count  Alvinzi,  has  relieved  the  town  of 
Charleroy,  which  the  enemy  were  bombarding,  and 
they  have  been  obliged  to  repass  the  Sambre,  but  I 
fear  without  any  loss  of  men  or  guns.  The  moun- 
tain has  therefore  produced  .  The 
French  have  nearly  invested,  and  are  at  this  moment 
bombarding  Ypres.    Clairfityt  and  Walmoden  are 


Digitized  by  Google 


OFERATIONS  ON  THE  SAMBRB.  23 

ordered  to  march  for  its  relief.  We  are  dying  for 
news  from  the  fleet.  There  is  a  report,  but  as  I 
shall  certainly  go  wild  if  it  proves  true,  I  dioose  to 
disbelieve  it  as  long  as  I  can,  tliat  uur  Portuguese 
fleet  is  taken. 

liord  Comwallis  left  us  this  monuDg  for  Brussels. 
He  is  quite  recovered,  and  looks  remarkably  well. 
His  arrival  on  the  Continent  gives  me  much  pleasure. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

Jiuie6«  1794. 

By  some  strange  accident,  your  letter  of  the  27th 

arrived  only  this  instant.  In  consideration  of  the 
levity  and  thoughtlessness  of  youth,  I  forgive  you 
your  negligence,  and  truly  say  I  hope  you  will  improve 
as  you  grow  older. 

The  tranquillity  of  uur  outposts,  and  all  accounts 
from  the  enemy's  frontier,  assured  us  that  they  were 
detaching  laigely  to  the  eastward ;  and  the  Austrians 
having,  by  detachments  from  this  and  other  armies, 
assembled  upwards  of  seventy  battalions  and  fifty 
squadrons  near  Mons,  the  attention  of  all  this  world 
was  directed  to  the  important  operations  on  the 
Sambre. 

The  Prince  of  Kaunitz  retired  in  disgust  and  dis- 
content, and  was  succeeded  in  the  chief  command  by 
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our  old  friend  Ahanzi,  whose  perpetual  anxiety  or 
iodecisioD  little  qualified  him,  in  my  opioion,  for  a 
command  in  chief. 

The  Emperor  leAr  us  on  the  30th,  first  to  visit 
Clairfayt  and  then  to  go  to  Mons,  to  he  present  at 
the  general  attack  to  be  made  on  the  2nd  or  3rd  on 
the  enemy  on  the  Sambre.  His  Imperial  Majesty 
was  accompanied  by  Muck,  who,  having  resigned  to 
the  Prince  of  Waldeck,  was  to  plan  and  suporintend 
this  grand  attack  as  his  finale.  His  Imperial  Majesty, 
after  defeating  the  enemy,  was  to  proceed  into  Ger- 
many, to  invigorate,  by  his  pres(?nce,  th(^  preparations 
for  sending  reinforcements  to  this  frontier. 

In  the  meantime,  the  enemy  advanced  to  Charle- 
roy,  which  they  bombarded ;  but,  on  the  evening  of 
the  3rd,  we  had  tlie  satisfaction  of  hearing  tliat  the 
enemy's  right  had  been  obliged  to  fall  back,  that 
Charleroy  was  completely  relieved,  and  that  in  a  few 
hours  we  might  expect  to  learn  the  event  of  a  general 
action,  which  was  about  to  commence  when  the 
courier  set  off.  On  the  4th,  the  account  we  so 
anxiously  expected  arrived.  It  stated  that  the  enemy 
had  been  driven  back,  but  I  fear  without  any  loss  of 
men  or  cannon,  and  the  day  ended  with  a  violent 
quarrel  amongst  the  Austrian  commanders.  You 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to  learn  the  real  truth,  and 
are  aware  that  the  bulletins  published  at  the  Imperial 
head-quarters,  by  authority,  are  generally  such  exag- 
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gerations  and  so  very  wide  from  the  truth,  that  I 
should  be  very  much  ashamed  to  see  Harry  Calvert*' 
subscribed  to  them.  I  have  no  doubt  that  ere  many 
days  the  French  will  attack  the  Allies  near  Mens. 

The  latest  accounts  from  Ypres  state  that  the 
enemy  are  bombanliog  the  town.  Clairfeyt  and 
Walmoden  march  to-day  for  its  relief.  I  believe  it 
is  a  feint  to  draw  us  from  hence,  which  is  the  true 
object  of  their  views,  but  I  hope  that  the  importance 
of  the  Scheldt  has  by  this  time  become  evident  even 
to  an  AustrioM  capacity. 

T  am  very  happy  that  Lord  Cornwallis  is  on  the 
continent,  for  I  have  more  reliance  on  his  ability^ 
wisdom,  and  judgment  than  on  the  collective  sa- 
gacity of  the  whole  of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  army 
or  even  Cabinet. 

The  National  Convention  have  decreed  that  from 
this  time  no  quarter  shall  be  given  to  any  English- 
man or  Hanoverian,  and  hand-bills  containing  the 
decree  have  been  distributed  throughout  their  array. 
I  think  that  by  moderation  much  good  may  aocrue 
to  us  from  this  manoeuvre  of  the  Convention.  By  ' 
disclaiiiiiiig  any  idea  of  following  an  example  so 
atrocious,  we  may  awaken  the  sparks  of  honour  yet 
remaining  in  the  French  army,  and  we  may  at  all 
events  point  out  to  what  an  extent  it  is  made  the 
tool  of  its  sanguinary  employers. 

I  have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  2ad. 
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I  should  be  very  happy  to  give  any  information  in 
my  power  to  my  person  in  Mr.  Pitt's  admiuistratioQ 
aod  oonfidenoe ;  but  you  must  be  aware  how  much 
the  idea  of  a  letter  bding  subjected  to  the  eye  of  a 
third  person  takes  off  from  the  ease  and  satisfaction 
of  writing  it.  You  wiU  therefore  remit  letters  of 
mine  only  when  you  think  they  contain  important 
information,  and  then  I  shall  rely  on  the  candour  of 
those  who  read  them,  and  that  they  will  bear  in 
mind  that  I  am  in  general  under  the  necessity  of 
writing  in  the  utmost  haste. 


THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  DECREED 

"  That  no  English  nor  Hanoverian  prisoners  shall 
be  made." 

*  *  •  • 

And  the  decree  was  to  be  accompanied  by  an- 
address  to  the  armies  of  the  R(?public,  which  con- 
cluded with  the  ibllowing  paragraphs : 

"When  the  event  of  battles  shall  put  in  your 
power  either  English  or  Hanoverians,  bring  to  your 
remembrance  the  vast  tracts  of  country  English 
slaves  have  laid  waste.  Cany  your  view  to  La 
Vend^  Toubn»  Lyons^  Landrecies,  Martmique,  and 
St.  Domingo,  places  still  reeking  with  the  blood 
which  the  atrocious  policy  of  the  English  has  shed. 
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Do  not  trast  to  their  artftil  language,  which  is  an 
additioDal  ciiaie,  worthy  of  their  perfidious  character 
and  Machiavellian  Government.  Those  who  boast 
tiiiit  they  abhor  the  tyranny  of  George,  say,  can  they 
fight  for  him !  No,  no,  Republican  soldiers,  you 
ought,  therefore,  when  victory  shall  put  in  your 
power  either  Englishmen  or  Hanoverians,  to  strike ; 
not  one  of  them  ought  to  return  to  the  traitorous 
territory  of  England,  or  be  brought  into  France. 
Let  the  British  slaves  perish,  and  Europe  be  free." 

The  Duke  of  York's  General  Order  in  reply  to 
the  Decree  was  as  follows : 

*'  Head-Quarters, 
"  Tournay,  June  7,  1794. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  thinks  it 
incumbent  on  him  to  announce  to  the  British  and 

Hanoverian  troops  under  his  command,  that  the 
National  Convention  of  France,  pursuing  that  grada- 
tion of  crimes  which  has  distinguished  the  periods  of 
its  government  as  the  most  calamitous  of  any  that 
has  yet  occurred  in  the  history  of  the  world,  has 
just  passed  a  decree  that  their  soldiers  shall  give  no 
quarter  to  the  Britbh  or  Hanoverian  troops.  His 
Royal  Highness  anticipates  the  indignation  and 
horror,  which  will  naturally  arise  in  the  minds  of  the 
brave  troops  whom  he  addresses,  upon  recdving  this 
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information.     His  Koyal  Highness  desires,  however, 
to  remind  them,  that  mercy  to  the  vanquished  is  the 
brightest  gem  in  the  soldiers'  character,  and  exhorts 
them  not  to  sutler  their  resentment  to  lead  them  to 
any  precipitate  act  of  cruelty  on  their  part,  which  may 
sully  the  reputation  they  have  acquired  in  the  world. 
His  Royal  Highness  believes  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult for  brave  men  to  conceive  that  any  sort  of  men, 
who  are  themselves  exempt  from  sharing  in  the 
dangers  of  war,  should  be  so  base  and  cowardly 
as  to  seek  to  aggravate  the  calamities  of  it  upon  the 
.   unfortunate  people  who  are  subject  to  their  orders. 
It  was,  indeed,  reserved  for  the  present  times  to 
produce  to  the  world  the  proof  of  the  possibility  of 
the  existence  of  such  alrocitv  and  infamv.  The 
pretence  for  issuing  this  decree,  if  even  founded  in 
truth,  would  justify  it  only  to  minds  similar  to  those 
of  the  members  of  the  National  Convention.    It  is, 
in  fact,  too  absurd  to  be  noticed,  and  still  less  to  be 
refuted.    The  French  must  themselves  see  through 
the  flimsy  artifice  of  an  intended  assassination,  by 
which  Robespierre  has  succeeded  in  procuring  that 
military  guard,  which  has  at  once  established  him 
the  successor  of  the  unfortunate  Louis,  by  whatever 
name  he  may  choose  to  dignify  his  future  rdgn.  In 
all  the  wars  which  from  the  earliest  times  have 
existed  between  the  English  and  the  French  nations, 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  oonader  each  other 
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in  the  light  of  generous  as  well  as  brave  enemies, 
while  the  Hanoverians,  for  a  oentuiy  the  allies  of 
the  former,  have  shared  in  this  reciprocal  esteem. 

Humanity  and  kindness  have  at  all  times  taken 
place  the  instant  that  opposition  ceased,  and  the 
same  doak  has  been  frequently  seen  coving  the 
wounded,  enemies  as  weil  as  friends,  whilst  indis- 
criminately conveying  both  to  the  hospitals  of  the 
conquerors. 

"The  British  and  Hanoverjan  armies  will  not 
helieve,  that  the  French  nation,  even  under  their 
present  infatuation,  can  so  far  forget  their  character 
as  soldiers,  as  to  pay  any  attention  to  a  decree,  as 
injurious  to  themselves,  as  it  is  disgraceful  to  the 
persons  who  passed  it.  In  this  confidence,  his 
Royal  Highness  trusts  that  the  soldiers  of  both 
nations  will  confine  their  sentiments  of  resentment 
and  abhorrence  to  the  National  CSonvention  alone; 
persuaded  that  they  will  be  joined  in  them  by  every 
Frenchman,  who  professes  one  spark  of  honour,  or 
one  principle  of  a  soldier ;  and  his  Royal  Highness 
is  confident,  that  it  will  only  be  on  finding,  contrary 
to  every  expectation,  that  the  French  army  has 
relinquished  every  tide  to  the  fiedr  character  of  soldiers, 
and  of  men,  by  submitting  to  and  obeying  so  atro- 
cious an  order,  that  the  brave  troops  under  his  com- 
mand will  think  themselves  justified,  and  indeed  f 
under  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  species  of  warj^. 
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for  which  they  will  then  stand  acquiited  to  their  own 
conscieDce,  and  the  woild.  In  such  an  eveat,  the 
French  army  alone  will  he  answerable  far  tfie  ten-fold 
vengeance  which  will  fall  upon  themselves,  their 
wives,  their  children,  and  their  unfortunate  country, 
already  groaning  under  every  calamity  which  the 
accumulated  crimes  of  unprincipled  ambition  and 
avarice  can  heap  upon  their  di;vc»tcd  victims. 

"  His  Royal  Highness  desires  that  these  orders  may 
be  read  and  explained  to  the  mm  at  their  suooessive 
roU-calliogs." 


TO  COLONKL  SIR  HEW  DALEYMPLE. 

Head-Quarters, 
Toumay,  June  10,  1794. 

The  bombardment  of  Ypres  continues  heavy. 

Clairfayt  as  yet  has  made  no  attempt  for  its  relief. 
He  represents  the  enemy  as  too  strong  for  his  corps. 
He  is  this  morning  joined  by  six  battalions  from  the 
Sambre,  which  I  hope  will  enable  him  to  attack 
to-morrow.  We  move  at  noon  to-day,  to  create  a 
diversion  in  his  favour,  leaving  the  care  of  the  camp 
and  town  to  the  Dutch  Hussars  and  cavahy  under 
Otto. 
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TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

lU&d-Quartens, 
Afternoon,  June  10,  1794. 

'Hie  march  of  the  troops  was  prevented  by  the 
enemy's  appearing  on  the  pknn  of  Cysoing. 
«  #  •  * 

A  diversion  will  be  made  in  Ciairfayt's  favour  by 
sending  a  smaH  corps  to  Peoq  to-morrow,  from 
whence  the  light  troops  will  push  as  far  as  they  can. 
We  are  reduced  to  a  melancholy  alternative ;  but 
considering  the  smallness  of  our  force,  and  the  de- 
cided importance  of  the  Scheldt^  I  behere  the  Prince 
of  Cobo^  has  resolved  for  the  best. 


JuiM  10. — ^The  cannonade  and  bombardment  of 

Ypres  continuing  very  heavy,  the  greatc^st  part  of  the 
army  in  front  of  Toumay  was  ordered  to  strike  their 
tents»  and  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  noon.  The 
move  of  the  troops  was  prevented  at  that  time  by 
the  appearance  of  the  enemy  on  tiie  plains  of  Cysoing, 
and  as  an  attack  was  made  in  the  evening  on  the 
advanced  posts  of  Orchies  and  Bachy,  the  intended 
movem*  lit  w  as  laid  aside.  The  number  of  om* 
troops  empio)  ed  in  this  expedition,  could  not  have 
exceeded  1 1,000 ;  and  the  left  column,  which  was  to 
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have  beeQ  under  the  oommaDd  of  the  Duke  of  York^ 
and  whose  destination  was  to  have  attacked  Moucron, 

and  thence  to  have  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  the 
enemy*s  camp  at  Haerieboke,  woiild  necessarily  have 
been  exposed  during  the  march  to  all  the  force  the 
enemy  could  have  collected  from  the  post  in  front  of 

Lille,  : II  1(1  iioiii  Lilic  itself;  and  on  arriving  at  the 
point  of  attack,  it  must  evidently  have  given  its  left 
flank  to  the  enemy's  post  of  Halluin,  to  Menin,  and 
indeed  to  all  the  posts  on  the  Lys. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  returned  this  night  to 
Tournay. 

June  11. — ^Intelligenoe  arrived  that  Clairfayt  had 
been  attacked  by  the  enemy  the  evening  before,  near 

Rouselaere,  and  liad  fallen  back  to  Thorout.  Count 
Walmoden  was  at  Thorout. 
The  enemy  attacked  Oichies  this  evening. 


TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head  -  Q  u  ar  ters, 
Tournay,  June  13,  1794. 

The  mail  not  having  arrived,  probably  deprives  me 
of  the  pleasure  of  a  letter  from  you  ;  but  I  will  not 

let  the  messenger  set  off,  without  giving  you  a  few 
hnes,  as  my  friends  at  Oxhey  will  naturally  be 
anxious  to  hear  how  matters  are  going  on  in  Flanders. 
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The  force  <lie  enemy  have  in  our  front,  and  ihe 

iniportance  of  the  post  we  occupy,  have  prevented 
our  making  auy  movement  for  the  relief  of  Ypres. 
That  service  has  necessarily  been  committed  to  Clair- 
%t. 

He  had  a  most  positive  order  to  attack  this 
morning,  with  which,  I  believe,  he  has  contiplied,  as  a 
very  heavy  cannonade  has  been  heard,  which  lasted 
from  four  o'dock  till  nine.  The  evmt  has  probably 
decided  the  fate  of  Ypres  ;  and  we  shall  be  informed 
of  it,  before  I  dose  this.  If  he  is  sacoessful,  we  shall 
soon  be  able  to  recover  Conrtray,  and  having  by  that 
means  contracted  the  line  of  our  defence,  we  must 
wait  till  reintbrcements  enable  us  to  recommence 
offensive  operations  against  the  enemy. 

I  much  lament  that  the  Austrians  could  never 
be  niiide  to  comprehend  the  absolute'  necessity  of 
putting  this  place  in  a  state  of  defence.  Had  the 
works  now  being  constructed,  been  completed  six 
months  ago,  Toumay,  like  Lille,  would  have  given 
protection  to  the  whole  frontier,  and  secured  the 
Scheldt;  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  army,  now 
necessaiily  detained  for  its  defence,  would  have  been 
at  liberty  to  give  protection  to  Ypres,  or  any  part  of 
the  frontier  threatened  by  the  enemy.  But  the 
Austrians  have  a  fa^  d*agir  of  their  own,  from 
which  nothing  can  drive  them. 

The  mail  has  arrived  without  any  letter  for  me,  of 
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which  1  must  complaiD,  at  tliis  critical  period,  so  full 
of  treasonable  attempts  at  home,  and  nautical  events 
at  sea,  and  considering  the  reguLirity  with  wfaicli 
I  write.  I  hear,  however,  from  others,  with  infinite 
satisfaction,  that  Lord  Howe  has  taken  six  sail  of 
the  line,  and  sunk  two;  and  that  there  is  reason 
to  hope  our  cruisers  and  frigates  may  intercept  other 
sliips  of  the  enemy,  on  their  return  to  Brest.  Now 
is  the  time  for  Lord  Moira's  expedition. 

lUf-pastTen. 

No  news  from  Cluirfayt.  1  augur  weU,  however. 
We  know  to  a  certainty,  that  he  attacked  this  morn- 
ii^  in  five  cohmins. 

TO  COIiONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMFLE. 

t 

Head-Quarters, 
TouiDAy,  June  13»  1794. 

As  I  wrote  you  word  on  Tuesday,  the  proposed 
march  on  Moucron  and  Haerlebeke  was  laid  aside. 
The  more  I  consider  it»  the  more  I  am  convinced 
that,  had  the  plan  been  carried  into  execution,  the 
left  column  must  have  been  exposed  to  a  force  which, 
in  all  probability,  would  not  only  have  defeated  the 
object  of  its  march,  but  made  its  return  to  this  place 
very  uncertain. 

During  the  whole  of  the  day  before  yesterday,  the 
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enemy  had  the  troops  of  the  camp  of  flers  (about 
8000),  m  Imfmms^  on  the  chauss^'  from  Lille  to 
Laimoy.  The  instant  we  had  formed  our  line  of 
march,  these  troops,  augmented  hy  all  the  force  they 
could  draw  from  Turcoin,  Roubaix,  Watrdos,  and 
their  other  posts,  which  (the  object  of  our  attack 
being  once  ascertained)  they  might  have  kft  almost 
without  troops,  would  have  be^  on  our  flank,  and 
probably  they  would  not  have  been  idle  during  our 
attat  k  uu  Aloucron.  Supposing  we  carried  Moucron, 
our  next  object  was  the  camp  of  Haeriebeke,  the  right 
of  which  would  have  &llen  to  our  lot. 

In  our  attempt  to  torn  this,  we  should  necessarily 
have  had  in  our  rear  the  posts  of  Roucq  and  Lin- 
celles ;  and  on  our  left  flank,  those  of  Rechen  Halluin ; 
and  in  short,  Menin,  and  all  the  posts  of  the  Lys. 
I  leave  you  to  judge  what  chance  of  success  remained, 
under  th(!se  circumstances,  for  our  column,  com- 
posed of  about  6000  men.  In  my  own  opinion, 
the  only  diversion  likdy  to  succeed,  that  we  could 
have  made  in  Clairfavt's  favour,  would  have  been 
by  passing  about  10,000  men  over  the  Scheldt, 
dose  to  the  town,  without  packs  or  baggage  of  any 
kind,  and  recrossing  the  river,  leaving  the  river 
Espirette  to  cover  our  left  flank,  and  joining  Count 
Walmoden  (who  should  have  had  orders  to  advance 
at  the  same  time)  on  the  road  from  Courtray  to 
Oudenarde,  about  four  mOes  from  the  former. 
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Our  retreat  on  Toumay  would  have  been  perfectly 
secured  by  tbe  £8pirette»  which  must  have  been 
occupied  by  a  couple  of  thousand  men,  at  least,  and 
probably  the  appearance  of  12,000  or  15,000  men 
so  near  Courtray  (who  would  have  advanced,  if  an 
opportunity  presented  itself)  might  have  been 
attended  with  good  consequences. 

In  the  present  state  of  affairs,  I  think  we  could 
not  have  done  more  than  thb,  consistently  with 
the  security  of  Toumay,  which  I  conoeive  ought 
to  be  the  first  object  of  all  the  Allies.  Tlie  bad 
policy  which  we  have  so  frequently  lamented,  of 
not  having  put  this  most  imporUmt  place  in  a 
state  of  defence,  must  now  be  apparent  to  all  the 
world.  For  its  security,  we  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  forming  an  intrenched  camp,  the 
defence  of  which  necessarily  prevents  any  active 
operations  of  the  corps  under  the  Prince  of 
Cobourg's  immediate  orders.  By  the  unaccouii table 
supmeness  in  regard  to  Tournay,  instead  of  acting 
like  Lille,  which  gives  security  to  the  whole  frontier, 
it  is  become  rather  an  incumbrance  to  us  at  this 
critical  moment,  when  every  possible  exertion  is 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  West  Flanders. 
I  am  so  impressed  myself  with  the  absolute  necessity 
of  preserving  Tournay,  that  I  cannot  help  adding  a 
few  lines  to  tins,  with  a  view  of  making  you  of  my 
opinion,  if  you  are  not  so  already. 
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You  will  observe  that,  should  Ypres  fall,  and  the 
enemy  get  possession  of  Toumay,  there  is  no  single 
fortress  from  henoe  to  the  mouth'  of  the  Schddf^ 
which  will  prevent  them  immediately  over-runninik, 
the  country  and  taking  possession  of  the  left  bank 
of  the  Scheldt,  from  this  place  quite  to  the  sea. 
The  prospect  of  little  opposition  and  much  plunder 
would  soon  considerably  augment  their  force ;  Nieu- 
port  could  give  them  little  apprehension,  Ostend  less, 
and  the  Dutch  garrisons  of  L'Eduse,  Hulste,  &c., 
sooner  or  later,  must  fall.  The  Scheldt  would 
become  their  frontier,  and  their  industry  and  activity 
would  soon  render  it  a  most  formidable  one ;  and  the 
accession  they  would  acquire  of  coasts  and  of  one  of 
richest  countries  in  Europe,  would  give  them  advan- 
tages which  can  hardly  be  computed;  while  their 
vicinily  to  Holland  must  excite  the  greatest  alarms 
for  the  safety  of  that  country,  where,  as  you  know 
from  personal  observation,  the  hateful  doctrines  of 
French  republicanism  do  not  exdte  the  horror  they 
deserve. 

From  all  these  considerations,  had  I  the  misfortune 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  his  Imperial  Majesty's 
councils,  the  security  of  the  Scheldt  should  he  my 
"Ddenda  Carthago:'*  but  I  fear  far  other  views 

prevail  amoni^st  the  ministers  of  tliat  rrince.  His 
leaving  the  army  at  so  critical  a  moment,  has  not 
tended  much  to  gain  him  the  confidence  of  his 
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subjects,  and  has  had  no  good  effects  on  the 
troops — I  mean  the  Austnans,  for  I  don't  believe 
our  honest  fellows  care  half-Opcrown  for  any  emperor 
or  king  but  their  own.  The  Emperor  arrived  here 
on  the  night  of  the  iOth,  and  set  off  again  at  noon 
the  next  day — ^it  is  said,  for  Germany. 

Having  inflicted  on  yon  so  considerable  a  bore 
with  my  speculations,  I  must  return  to  sober  matters 
of  fact.  Clairfayt  was  attacked  the  afternoon  of  the 
lOthi  and  fell  back  from  his  position  near  Bousdaer 
to  lichterveldt,  near  Thorout ;  I  cannot  find  that  he 
lost  any  men  or  guns.  On  the  night  of  the  10th  lie 
was  reinforced  by  six  battalions  from  the  Sambre, 
and  he  has  the  most  positive  orders  to  attadc>  eoike 
qui  eo4t€,  as  this  morning,  probably  in  the  course 
of  this  day,  the  fat«  of  Ypres  is  decided.  For  my  own 
part,  I  confess  that  the  want  of  energy  ttiat  appears 
in  the  Austrian  anny>  gives  me  more  apprehension 
than  the  exertion  of  the  enemy.  The  Prince  of 
Waldeck,  the  successor  to  Mack,  is  ill,  and  nobody 
appears  desirous  at  this  critical  moment  to  step 
forward  and  act  for  him ;  and  you  know  it  is  against 
all  the  principles  of  Austrian  etiquette  for  a  com- 
mander-in-chief to  presume^to  act  or  think  for  himself. 

The  accounts  from  the  enemy's  frontier  induce  us 
to  believe  they  are  augmenting  thor  force  immediately 
opposite  to  us.  They  have  a  camp  of  7000  men  on 
Mods  en  PevcUc,  which  keeps  Orchies  in  hot  water ; 
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and  Orchies,  in  my  opinion,  as  the  key  to  the  camp 
of  Maulde,  and  consequeatly  to  the  pass  of  the 
Sdieldt  at  Montaigne,  is  a  post  of  infinite  conse- 
quence. You  will  be  surprised  by  so  long  an 
epistle;  the  fact  is,  that  I  am  endeavouring,  by 
bark  and  keeping  myself  quiet,  to  get  rid  of  a 
feverette  which  has  been  hanging  on  me  for  some 
lime.  ThouL^h  the  body  is  still,  the  spirit  is  uneasy, 
and  you  are  the  poor  victim  on  whom  its  ill  humours 
are  discharged.  I  hope  Lady  Dahymple  is  perfectly 
recovered.  Hulse  has  joined  in  high  foather ;  he  was 
received  by  the  biigade  with  three  cheers.  Ruddock* 
continues  Major  of  Brigade,  and  he  has  taken  Captain 
Cooke^t  of  the  Ist  Regiment,  as  his  aide-de-camp. 
Ludlow  recovers  fast,  and  is  much  gratified  by  the 
company  of  his  brother,  who  has  come  over  to  escort 
him  to  England  whenever  the  surgeons  permit  his 
dq)8rture. 

*  F.  G.  Rnddodc,  Major  of  Brigade  appdnted  to  the  lat 
Foot  Ghiaide,  June,  1785.  Retiied  vith  the  tank  of  Liea- 
tenantoColoneU  Apiil,  1805. 

t  Gaptam  Cooke^  lat  Ghiaida.  Major-general  8ir  Oeoige 
Cooke,  K.C.B.,  appointed  to  die  Onarda  in  October,  1784. 
Aide-de-Camp  to  General  Hulae  in  Flanden»  awed  in  Hol- 
land in  1799,  in  Sicily  in  1806,  at  Walcberen  m  18W. 
Served  ui  the  Peninsula,  luid  lost  his  arm  at  Waterloo.  Died 
a  Lieutenant-general  and  Colonel  40th  Regiment  in  i<  ebruar}', 
1837. 
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Adieu,  my  dear  Hew !  I  shan't  close  this  till  the 
last  moment^  in  hopes  of  news  firow  Ypres. 

P.S. — Upon  reading  over  my  scrawl,  I  appear  to 
insinuate  a  want  of  contidence  in  Clairfayt ;  au  con- 
trmrey  I  trust  much  in  bis  abilities,  and  I  dare  say 
his  retreat  to  Licbterveldt  was  prudent,  and  made 
with  a  view  to  receive  the  reinforcements  on  their 
march  to  jom  ium  from  the  Sambre. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  received  the 
aooounts  of  Lord  Howe's  success.  I  need  not  tdl 
you  the  pleasure  it  has  given  us  nil.  We  may  hope 
that  some  of  the  enemy's  disabled  iihips  wUl  be  inter- 
cepted in  theur  way  to  Brest  I  would  not  leave  them 
a  cock-boat  to  go  to  sea  in. 

I  think  it  not  impossible  that  the  crallantry  of  our 
fleet  may  be  rewarded  by  ^Edling  in  with  the  French 
West  India  fleet  of  last  year,  which,  I  am  told,  is 
now  on  its  passage  from  Amerka.  I  hope  that 
Government  will  take  some  notice  of  the  brutahty  of 
the  late  decree  of  the  Convention  in  regard  to  giving 
us  no  quarter.  You  will  probably  see  in  the  papers, 
the  order  his  Royal  Highness  gave  out  in  conse- 
quence of  it;  and  I  hope  we  shall  prove,  by  our 
conduct,  that  we  are  as  superior  to  our  enemies  in 
humanity  as  in  every  other  quality  that  dignifies 
human  nature. 
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Half-past  Ten, 

No  news  from  Clairfayt.  A  violent  cannonade 
was  heard  from  four  till  nine  o'dock  this  morning, 
and  then  ceased  entirely,  from  whence  I  augur 
well. 

TO  COLONEL  8IB  HEW  DALBYMFLE. 

June  14th»  1794. 

Clairfayt  attacked  yesterday  in  two  columns.  At 
first,  he  was  successful,  and  took  ten  pieces  of  can- 
non. The  force  of  the  enemy  prevailed  afterwards, 
and  he  was  obHged  to  fall  back  on  his  old  position  at 
Thielt  without  effecting  his  object — the  relief  o* 
Ypres.  All  here  are  furious  against  him.  He  has 
lost  no  guns,  and,  I  believe,  few  men.  They  say 
that,  contented  with  the  first  advantage,  he  took  no 
precautions  to  repulse  the  attack  which  the  enemy 
made,  but  which  they  did  not  follow  up.  I  fear 
the  &te  of  Ypres  must  soon  be  decided.  You 
know  all  the  consequenoes  as  weU  as  I  do.  Good 
night. 

When  shall  I  hail  you  Major-general  ? 


June  14. — Count  Walnioden  was  directed  to  pro- 
ceed along  the  right  bank  of  the  Bruges  canal,  and 
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to  take  up  a  position,  for  the  security  of  Ostend, 
between  that  town  and  Bruges. 


The  reader  may  recollect  that  Colonel  Calvert  had 
been  requested  to  consent  to  his  letters  being  occa- 
sionally seen  by  a  friend  of  Mr.  Pitt.  He  was  now 
invited  to  submit  his  views  to  Mr.  Pitt  himself,  and, 
in  consequence,  he  wrote  as  follows : 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  WILLIAM  PITT. 

Head-Quaitera, 

Tournay,  June  14,  1794. 

•  «  •  * 

The  state  of  Europe  at  this  period  must  more  or 

less  engage  the  attention  of  every  man ;  and  to  us 
on  the  borders  of  the  io&tuated  country  which  has 
given  rise  to  the  war,  the  pernicious  consequences  to 
be  apprehended  from  every  accession  to  its  territoiy 
present  themselves  with  double  force. 

It  is  essential,  at  this  moment,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  eveiy  country  should  be  energetic  and 
popular;  but  that  the  Government  of  the  Low 
Countries  should  not  be  deficient  in  thebu  tjualities,  is 
the  concern  of  every  powep  in  Europe,  particularly 
of  Great  Britain,  and  still  more  so  of  Holland,  to 
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whom  Flanders  and  the  States  of  Brabant  afford 
the  firmest  barrier  against  the  encroaching  enemy. 

It  is  notorious  that  the  Imperial  Government  in 
the  Low  Countries  is  indebted  for  the  very  small 
portion  of  popularity  which  it  -obtains,  to  the  dread 
of  the  ravages  of  the  lawless  invader  only,  and  that 
it  has  not  energy  sufficient  to  punish  the  traitors  who 
arc  known  to  exist  in  the  heart  of  its  dominions. 
It  has  become  the  sabject  of  pnblic  notoriety,  that 
there  is  a  very  large  party  in  the  Cabinet  of  his 
Imperial  Majesty  who  have  been  bold  enough  to 
avow  their  sentiments  that  the  abandonment  of  this 
valuable  territory  would  be  oondudve  to  the  real 
interests  of  tiie  House  of  Austria,  and  who  advocate 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Imperial  armies  which  have 
been  engaged  in  its  defence. 

You  well  know,  Sir,  that  protection  and  allegiance 
are  reciprocal  oblijrations,  and  yuu  arc  sensible  tlirtt 
even  the  enthusiastic  loyalty  of  our  own  countrymen 
would  scarcely  brook  such  conduct  on  the  part  of 
our  Government.  I  leave  you  to  judge  the  effect 
these  circumstances  must  have  had  un  tlie  minds  of 
the  inhabitants  of  these  countries.  I  can  assure  you, 
from  observation,  that  they  are  generally,  and  parti- 
cularly towards  the  frontier,  an  industrious,  worthy 
people;  that  they  ablior  anarchy,  and  are  zealous 
admirers  of  their  constitution,  which,  however,  they 
conceive,  in  many  mstances,  to  have  been  very  much 
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infringed  upon.  Those  amongst  them  who,  in  the 
year  '89,  were,  leaders  in  the  patriot  war,  are,  at  this 

moment,  not  the  least  zealous  supporters  of  the 
House  of  Austria,  not  from  having  changed  their 
opinions,  but  from  the  preference  they  give  to  the 
established  Government,  however  oppressive  they 
may  conceive  it  to  be,  to  the  introduction  of  the  wild 
anarchy  prevailing  in  France. 

Let  the  war  end  as  it  may,  it  will  for  years  to 
come  be  essential  for  the  general  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  that  Flanders  and  Brabant  should  present 
a  barrier  equally  against  the  opinions,  and  the  views, 
and  the  arms  of  FVance.  Such  a  hairier,  Sir,  I 
conceive  is  to  be  formed  only  by  the  hearty  con- 
currence of  the  inhabitants ;  and  that  I  almost  dare 
assure  you  would  not  be  wanting,  were  the  prin- 
ciples of  thdr  constitution  respected  and  adhered  to, 
and  had  they  a  Sovereign  to  whom  they  might  look 
with  co7}fidence  equally  lor  the  preservation  of  their 
own  rights,  and  for  protection  from  their  enemy. 
If,  Sir,  the  Imperial  Cabinet  views  the  loss  of  these 
rich  provinces  with  the  indifference  which  has  been 
attributed  to  it  (and  which  unfortunately  many 
drcumstanoes  have  lately  concurred  to  prove),  it  is 
not  impossible  that  the  Emperor  might  without 
much  difficulty  be  induced  to  resign  the  sovereignty 
of  them  to  some  prince,  possessed  of  the  ability  and 
inclination  to  defiend  them.   And  I  should  imagine 
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it  would  in  that  case  be  equally  the  interest  of  Great 

Britain  and  Holland,  from  particular  and  local  con- 
siderations, and  of  the  Emperor  and  King  of  Prussia, 
from  a  wish  to  prevent  the  promnlgation  of  French 
principles  and  influence,  and  to  preserve  the  general 
tranquillity  uf  Europe,  to  become  the  united  guaran- 
tees of  the  safety     the  Low  Countries. 

I  am  aware,  Sir,  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
afford  any  information  to  you,  except  from  obser- 
vations wliich  my  being  on  the  spot  gives  me  the 
opportunity  of  makbg.  The  only  consideration  I 
wish  to  submit  to  you  by  this  letter  is,  the  im- 
portance of  erecting  in  this  country  an  obstacle 
against  any  irruption  of  the  arms,  as  well  as  any 
promulgation  of  the  pnndples  of  France,  which 
can  only  be  effected  by  establishing  a  government 
which  may  at  once  secure  the  liberties  and  pro- 
perties, engage  the  affections,  and  call  forth  the 
strenuous  support  of  its  inhabitants. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DAJLRYMPLE. 

Head -Quarters, 

June  17,  1794. 

General  fieaulieu  having  joined  the  Prince  of 

Orange  and  AIviu2:i  ou  tlie  Sambre,  a  general 
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attack  was  made  yesterday — ^that  of  our  left  under 
Beaulieu  was  completely  sucoessful;  and  though  I 

imderstariii  some  check  was  received  on  the  right, 
the  day  ended  favourahly  for  the  Allies.  The  enemy 
retreated  across  the  Sambre^  eyacuatbg  all  their 
posts  on  this  inde,  and  leaving  on  the  field  of 
battle  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  thirty-tive  caissons, 
and,  according  to  the  Austrian  accounts,  7000 
dead.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  hope  that  success  will 
enable  us  to  make  some  vigorous  attempt  for  the 
relief  of  Ypres,  and  that  it  may  prove  not  yet  too 
late, 

I  have  heard  that  the  Convention  have  rescinded 

their  decree  in  regai'd  to  giving  us  no  quarter,  and, 
on  the  contrary,  have  decreed  that  any  French 
soldiw  who  shall  be  guilty  of  inhumanity  towards 
any  English,  Hanoverian,  or  Hessian  prisoner,  shall 

be  instantly  guillotined.* 


*  Les  soldats  Fran9ais  ^taient  loin  de  partager  ie  d^ire, 
souvent  atroce,  de  ceux  qui  gouvemaient  alors  la  France.  Le 
d^ret  qui  ordonnait  de  ne  plus  faire  de  prisonniers  Anglais 
vmait  d'etre  promulgu^  dans  les  arm^s»  et  avait  6t€  re^u  avec 
une  sourde  indignation  par  des  hommeB  g^^ux  qui  se 
promettaient  faioi  de  ne  pas  le  mettre  ^  ec&mtion  de  sang- 
froid, mais  qui,  li^  par  cette  db&uanoe  passive  dont  on  fait 
une  verta  n^cessure  k  la  guerre,  n'avaient  point  os^  &ir  ^dater 
les  sentimens  que  fusait  naitre  en  eux  une  Idi  aussi  barbaze 
qu'impolitique." — Ftcfom,  Cfm^u^Uf,       Vol.  xiz,  p.  58. 
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June  19. — ^Aocoonts  arrived,  that  notwithstanding 

the  victory  on  the  Kith,  which  by  the  Austrian 
report  was  so  decisive^  the  enemy  had  recrossed  the 
Samhre  in  great  force,  and  again  invested  Charkroy. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

Head-Quarters, 
Touroay,  June  20,  1794. 

In  consequence  of  the  dedswe  victory  on  the 

Sambre,  gained  by  the  Allies  on  the  1 6th,  the 
greatest  part  of  the  army  here  moved  on  the  atter- 
noon  of  the  18th  in  two  columns  under  the  Arch- 
duke Charles  and  the  Duke  of  York,  the  whole 
under  the  coiuiiiand-in-chief  of  the  Prince  of 
Cobourg,  with  the  view  of  making  a  vigorous  effort, 
in  conjunction  with  Ckirfiiyt,  for  the  rehef  of  Ypres. 
The  two  columns  halted  about  midnight  at  Escaneffe 
and  Pottes.  This  corps  was  in  some  degree  to  be 
re[daced  at  Tournay  by  four  very  strong  battalions, 
whidi  were  to  arrive  tiiere  from  the  Sambre  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th. 

On  the  19th,  accounts  were  received  that  the 
enemy  had  the  day  before  repassed  the  Sambre,  and  • 
had  engaged  the  Allies  with  such  advantage,  as 
enabled  them  once  more  to  form  the  investment  of 
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Charieroy,  and  that  the  four  battalions  promised  to 
Tournay  were  neoessarily  detained  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  Mons.  In  consequence  of  this  intelligence, 
we  immediately  returned  to  our  formed  camp,  leaving 
Ypres  to  its  fate. 

The  FHnce  of  Orange  makes  an  attack  to-day.  I 
cannot  disguise  from  you  my  apprehensions  that  the 
operations  on  the  Sambre  will  finally  terminate  as 
those  on  the  Rhine  did  last  year,  when  Wurmser 
was  beaten  and  driven  out  of  the  country,  amidst 
repeated  victories.  1  am  nr>  croaker,  but  believe  me, 
my  dear  Sir  Hew,  our  affairs  are  become  very  critical, 
and  win  be  more  and  more  so  eveiy  day :  should  the 
enemy  carry  then*  point  on  the  Sambre,  and  avail 
themselves  of  their  success  with  judgment,  there  will 
be  little  time  for  deliberation,  and  it  will  then  be  too 
late  to  be  convinced,  of  what  I  have  been  long  per- 
suaded, that  the  safety  of  all  Europe,  but  particularly 
of  England  and  Holland,  demands  that  the  security 
of  West  Flanders  should  have  been  the  first 
object  of  aU  the  AlUes,  and  that  the  FVench  should 
never  be  allowed  to  establish  themselves  on  one  foot 
of  Flemish  ground.  Should  imperiosa  necessitas 
oblige  us  to  abandon  the  Sambre  and  the  Scheldtt 
what  is  the  next  point  of  ralliement  ?  The  frontier 
of  Holland ;  but,  depend  on  it,  every  league  we 
retreat  has  a  very  injurious  influence  on  our  cause, 
and  considerably  lessens  that  relianoe  on  the  supmor 
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quality  of  our  troops,  which  it  should  be  our  study 
to  maintain  ;  while  the  expectation  of  little  fighting, 
and  the  hope  of  plundering  these  hdi  provinces,  will 
much  facilitate  ttie  augmeatations  of  the  enemy's 
force.  I  have  observed  with  great  oonoera,  and 
mentioned  to  other  people  besides  yourself,  that  the 
enemy's  plan  of  operations  is  materially  different  from 
that  of  last  year.  It  is  more  united,  has  more  con- 
raitency,  and  bears  no  longer  the  marks  of  the  hrmp- 
tion  of  a  banditti,  except  in  the  one  article  of  plun- 
dering, in  which  they  foUow  carefully  the  example 
afforded  tiiem  by  the  Allies  on  many  oocasions,  but 
particularly  in  the  month  of  April  in  presence  of  his 
Imperial  Majesty. 

There  is  yet  time,  I  think,  to  establish  our  afiB^irs, 
but  it  must  be  by  the  vigorous  exertion  and  perfect 
unanimity  of  all  parties.  The  pernicious  effects  of 
the  ii^mpcror's  departure  are  observable  amongst  his 
troops,  and  must  have  spread  much  alarm  among 
the  inhabitants  of  these  countries,  who  have  a  right 
to  look  to  him  for  protection.  It  is  reported,  with 
what  truth  I  Icnow  not,  that  everything  belonging  to 
bis  Imperial  Majesty  at  Brussels  is  prepared  for  de- 
parture. All  these  circumstances  have  much  effect 
on  the  public  mind,  and  keep  Biiissels  in  a  constant 
state  of  alarm ;  and  as  there  are  not  wanting  people 
who  make  constant  reports  to  the  F^ch  of  what 
passes  in  the  Low  Countries,  must  have  a  material 
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influence  on  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  and  tend 

considerably  to  give  encouragement  and  spirit  to 
their  exertions. 

I  have  kept  this  letter  open  till  the  last  moment, 
in  hopes  of  giving  you  an  account  of  Ypres;  but  we 
are  still  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  in  regard  to  that 
place.  It  is  generally  believed,  ijom  the  account  of 
the  peasants  and  desertefs^  Uiat  it  surrandeied  on  the 
I7th;  but  I  have  an  account  of  the  18th  from 
iPoperingues  and  Dixmude,  which  leaves  room  for 
hope. 

Colonel  Craig  sets  off  for  Engbnd  to-nunrow. 

Had  that  been  decided  before  I  wrote  the  former 
part  of  this,  you  would  not  have  had  so  long  an 
epistle  from  me.  Ludlow  sets  off  to-day.  He  is 
surprisingly  wdL 


June  21. — ^The  Frinoe  of  Cobomg  announoed  to 

his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  that,  owing  to  ac- 
counts from  the  Sambre,  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  marching  immediately,  with  all  tiie  force  he  could 

take  from  Tournay,  to  the  assistance  of  the  Here- 
ditary Prince  of  Orange.  His  Royal  Highness 
offered  to  make  a  part  of  the  eacpedition  with  the 
British  troops;  but  this  the  Prince  of  Cobourg 

refused,  not  choosing  to  leave  any  of  the  Austrian 
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troops  under  his  immediate'  command  at  Toumay. 
In  tbe  evening,  the'coq>s  remaining  under  the 

orders  of  the  Duke  of  York  changed  their  ground, 
and  took  a  smaller  position  near  Tournay.  N.B,— 
The  left  of  the  oamp  exftremely  iU-plaoed. 

June  23. — ^In  the  night,  aocoants  arrived  that 
General  Clairfayt  had  been  attacked,  and  had  been 
under  the  necessity  of  faUing  back  from  the  posts  of 
Thielt  and  Deinze  (botii  of  which  were  strongly  oc- 
cupied by  the  FVench)  to  Ghent,  and  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  against  Oudenarde.     His  Royal 
Highness  was  left  by  the  Prince  of  Cobomg  to 
defend  as  &r  as  possible  tl\e  course  of  tiie  Scheldt 
from  Oudenarde  to  the  environs  of  Cond^,  with  a 
force   inadequate  by  two-thirds  to  the  important 
services  expected  from  him.    The  town  of  Toumay, 
instead  of  affording  protection  to  its  environs  and 
giving  strength  to  the  frontier,  was,  owing  to  the 
shameful  negligence  which  had  retarded  every  neces- 
sary  preparation  for  defence,  <iie  unfinished  state  of 
the  works,  and  many  other  circumstances,  rather  an 
encumbrance  than  a  point  de  ralliement  at  this 
^critical  period.    The  prospect,  however,  of  having 
our  communication  with  Holland  and  the  lower 
parts  of  the  Scheldt  cut  by  the  enemy  forcing 
either  Oudenarde  or  Ghent,  rendered  it  impossible 
for  his  Royfd  Highness  to  remain  any  longer  in 
his  position  before  Toumay.    The  &te  of  Ypres  is 
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decided,  that  town  liaviug  surrendered  on  the  18th 
by  capitulation,  though  it  was  oot  till  the  23rd  that 
the  event  was  perfectly  ascertained. 

The  conduct  of  the  Imperial  Government  towards 
the  States  of  Brabant  and  Flanders  presents  itself, 
on  this  occasion,  in  full  force,  and,  in  every  unpreju** 
diced  mind,  must  ezdte  sentiments  of  contempt  and 
abhorrence.  It  has  been  the  ill-judging  policy  of  the 
House  of  Austria,  in  different  treaties,  for  this  last 
oentuiy,  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  these  unfortunate 
countries  by  curtailing  their  natural  advantages,  by 
distressing  their  trade,  and  discountenancing  their 
manufactures.  It  has  heen  the  infatuated  poUcy  of 
the  samofHouse  recently  to  take  from  the  inhabitants 
tiie  power  of  defending  themselves,  by  disarming 
them,  by  dismantling  their  towns,  and  las  ing  open 
their  irontier  to  the  irruptions  of  their  enemy ;  and 
it  has  been  reserved  for  the  present  Emperor  to  shoi^ 
the  possibility  of  a  Sovereign  quitting  the  head  of 
his  army  in  a  moment  of  defeat,  imd  ;ib.iiuioiang  his 
subjects  when  they  were  in  the  greatest  need  of  his 
protection.  Whatever  the  language  of  the  flatterers 
of  the  present  age  may  be,  the  page  of  history  will 
do  justice  to  the  demerits  of  Francis  IL,  and  will 
brand  with  the  in&my  it  deserves  the  Imperial 
Cabinet  of  the  present  day. 

June  24. — His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  marched 
from  the  position  before  Toumay,  leaving  as  much 
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force  as  he  could  possibly  spare  for  the  defence  of 

that  town.  The  distress  of  the  inliabitants  on  seeing 
the  departure  of  his  Royal  Highness,  to  whom  they 
had  been  long  accustomed  to  look  as  their  surest 
refuge  and  protector,  will  be  easier  imagined  than 
described ;  and  the  feelings  of  his  Royal  Highness 
and  of  the  British  army  in  general,  demonstrated  the 
contrast  between  a  prmoe  of  the  House  of  Brun^ 
wick  and  an  English  army,  and  that  Sovereign  who 
was  the  first  to  set  the  example  of  quitting  the 
frontier  in  the  hour  of  danger. 

The  army  halted  and  encamped  this  night  in  the 
rear  of  the  town  of  Renaix,  which  was  head-quarters. 
The  enemy  advanced  a  corps  to-day  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Oudenarde,  which  they  summoned. 
Another  corps  attacked  Clairfayt  at  Ghent,  and  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  Bruges  Gate,  but  were  repulsed. 
The  chief  part  of  the  action  occurred  between  that 
gate  and  the  bridge  of  the  canal,  whidi  the  Allies,  in 
their  precipitate  retreat,  had  neglected  to  draw  up. 
Count  WaJmoden  was  directed  to  move  towards 
Ghent  to  co-operate  with  Clairfayt  for  the  defence  of 
that  place. 
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TO  COLOMBL  SIR  HBW  DALRTMFL8. 

Head-Quarters, 
Renaix.  June  24,  1794. 

I  never  was  in  no  bod  a  hnmonr  to  write.  I  don't 

kiiuvv  whether  I  am  most  overpowered  with  com- 
passion and  sorrow  for  the  wretched  inhabitants  of 
the  frontier  we  have  left,  or  with  indignation  and 
rage  against  ^aoae  whose  negligence,  infatuation,  and 
ignorance,  have  brought  on  the  calamities  that  hang 
over  this  unfortunate  countiy. 

Yesterday,  the  enemy  obliged  Clair&yt  to  &11  back 
to  Ghent.  They  attacked  him  again  to-day,  but 
were  beaten  back.  They  have  summoned  Oude- 
naide  to-day. 

You  win  perceive  that  we  oouM  no  longer  remain 
at  Tuurnay,  We  have  left  aU  the  troops  we  could 
possibly  spare  for  the  protection  of  that  place,  but 
the  unfinished  state  of  the  worics,  and  total  n^Ii- 
genoe  of  preparations  for  defence,  do  not  allow  us  to 
look  for  a  long  resistance  if  it  is  vigorously  attacked. 
May  the  authors  of  these  calamities  meet  the  punish- 
ment that  they  deserve. 

I  am  too  angry,  too  sorry,  and  too  much  &tigued 
to  add  anything  but  that 

I  am  most  truly  yours, 

H.  C. 
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JwM  26. — All  remained  qiuet  this  day. 

JwM  27.— Aooounts  anired  that  the  allied  armies, 

under  the  command  of  the  Prince  of  Cobourp^,  had 
made  an  unsuccessful  attack  on  the  enemy  od  the 
Sambre  the  day  before,  and  had  been  under  the 
necessity  oif  falling  back  to  Nivelles  at  night, 
Charleroy  having  surrendered.  The  same  day,  we 
received  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  £arl  of 
Moira  at  Ostend. 


TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head-QoarteTB, 

Renaix,  June  27,  1794. 

Itia  some  time  since  I  wrote  to  you;  but  the 
events  of  the  last  monlli  have  afiiofrded  little  aobject 

of  pleasant  correspondence,  and  I  never  wish  to 
present  you  with  any  other.  However,  that  you 
may  not  ooncdve  that  you  are  out  of  my  mind,  I  am 
determined  to  write  to  you  to-day.  From  the  firing 
we  have  heard,  I  fear  that  Ghent  has  been  again 
attacked  this  morning.  Count  Walmoden's  junction 
with  Clair&yt  assures,  I  hope,  the  safety  of  that 
town  for  some  time  at  least ;  though  its  great  size, 
and  the  ruinous  state  of  its  fortifications,  make  its 
defence  before  a  numerous  enemy  very  difficult. 
Here  we  are,  with  an  indinatbn  to  do  everything 
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and  assist  everybody ;  but,  ala^  !  our  numbers  and 
the  exteot  of  our  charge  defeat  our  wishes.  The 
enemy  haTe»  this  mornrng,  advanced  again  to  Oude- 
narde;  and,  by  showing  themBdves  in  different 
places  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Scheldt,  between 
Oudenarde  and  Espidres,  keep  us  in  continual  check. 
I  do  assure  you,  the  grief  I  fed  for  the  fate  of  the 
wretched  inhabitants  of  tiiis  devoted  country  almost 
oversets  me. 

The  lamentations  of  the  people  of  Toumay  on  the 
departure  of  the  Duke  and  the  British  troops,  to 

whom  they  have  hug  been  accustomed  to  look  as 
their  only  sure  refuge  and  protection,  were  beyond 
all  description.  They  gave  a  strong  mark  of  attach- 
ment and  gratitude  to  his  Royal  I  Ugliness  on  the 
disastrous  18th  of  May.  WTien  the  Emperor  re- 
turned, little  notice  was  taken  of  him ;  but  as  the 
Duke  passed  through  the  streets,  every  house  poured 
forth  its  inhabitants  in  token  of  their  joy  on  his  safe 
return. 

The  shameful  negligence  which  has  pervaded 
every  preparation  for  the  defence  of  this  place,  gives 
us  litfle  reason  to  flatter  ourselves  with  the  hopes  of 
the  possibility  of  its  holding  out  long  should  it  be 
vigorously  attacked.  How  the  flatterers  of  the  day 
may  reconcile  all  these  events  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  I  know  not ;  but  the  page  of  history  w^ill 
record,  in  the  person  of  Francis  IL,  the  possibility 
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of  a  Smfereign  leaving  the  head  of  his  army  in  the 
hour  of  defeat,  and  abandoning  his  wretched  sub- 
jects, inydved  in  a  war  on  his  account,  in  the 
moment  of  all  others  when  they  had  most  the  right 
to  claim  his  protection.  History  will  brand,  with 
the  infamy  it  deserves,  the  Imperial  Cabinet  of  this 
day,  whose  oonduct  has  done  more  prejudice  to  the 
cause  we  maintain  (and  in  the  maintenance  of  whidi 
is  involved  everj^thing  that  is  dear  to  us)  than 
could  have  been  effected  by  the  arms  or  arts  of 
the  infetuated  oountiy  which  is  the  cause  of  the 
war. 

I  hope  to  send  you,  in  a  postscript,  good  news 
from  the  Sambre.  AU  we  know  at  present  is,  that 
the  Prince  of  Cohourg  was  engaged  in  a  general 
attack  at  seven  o'clock  yesterday  morning.  The 
event  must  decide  the  fate  of  this  oountiy,  on  which 
you  may  rdy  that  the  happiness  of  our  own  mate- 
rially depends. 

Adieu !  In  great  haste. 

Twelve  o'clock  at  Night. 

I  must  inform  you,  with  much  concern,  that  the 
attack  of  the  Allies  yesterday,  on  the  enemy's  posts 
on  the  Sambre,  has  been  productive  of  no  good  con-  ^ 
sequences. 
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Lord  Moin*  has  landed  at  Ostend.    We  wished 

him,  from  circumstances  that  have  lately  happeoed, 
on  the  Scheldt  in  preference. 


'  June  28. — The  enemy  appeared  in  great  strength 

on  the  heights  oppuslLc  Oudcnardc.  There  was  a 
good  deal  of  firing  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  the 
French  more  than  onoe  possessed  themselves  of  part 
of  the  faubourg. 

July  1 . — A  conference  was  held  at  Braine  la  Lcud, 
the  head-quarters  of  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  between 
the  princes  commanding  the  different  armies  of  the 
Alfies.  In  the  evening,  the  enemy  turned  the  right 
flank  of  the  Hereditary'  Prince  of  Orange,  who  lay 
at  Roeulx,  and  obliged  his  corps  to  retreat. 

July  2.^The  enemy  took  possession  of  Mons. 
The  Prince  of  Cobourg  fell  back  to  Waterloo,  the 
Prince  of  Orange  to  Tubize.  This  movement 
naturally  exposed  all  the  corps  on  the  Scheldt  to 

*  Earl  of  Moira,  Marquis  of  Hastings,  General,  K.G., 
G.C.B.,  entered  the  army  in  1771.  Served  in  the  Ameticaa 
War.  In  1778  was  appointed  Adjutant-general  to  the  army 
in  Amoiea.  In  1793,  commanded  an  expedition  to  Brittany 
to  co-operate  mth  the  Rt^alists.  Served  in  Flanders  in  1794. 
Appdnted  Governof-Qeneial  of  India  in  1 81 7.  Constalde  ol 
tbe  Tower»  and  Colonel  of  the  27th  Remanent.  Died,  18S6. 
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be  taken  en  revere ;  oonsequeolfy,  die  cssrptr  wtidi 

had  retired  from  Oichies  and  Marchieimes  to  tlie 
camp  of  Maulde,  tell  back  that  night  to  Iieuse  and 
Atfa. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HSW  DALBTHPLB. 

Head-Quarten, 

July  2. 1794. 

I  have  only  a  few  minutes  to  thank  you  for  yours 
of  the  26th.  The  ^tuation  of  public  afiairs  here  is 
very  bed ;  the  country,  the  army— in  shorty  everybody 
and  ever}  tiling  that  has  the  power  of  reflection,  has 
lost  all  confidence  in  the  Austrian  Government.  I 
am  willing  to  believe  that  the  Austrian  army  have 
been,  and  are  as  much  the  dupes  d  tiie  infernal 
cabal,  to  which  his  Imperi  d  Majesty  has  been  weak 
and,  I  may  say,  wicked  enough,  to  give  up  his  under- 
standing (if  he  has  any)  as  ourselves.  The  raemy 
were  yesterday  marching  both  on  Namur  and  Mens. 
Much  firing  has  been  heard  from  these  quarters  to- 
day, particularly  about  Mons,  on  the  preservation  of 
which  depends  the  possibility  of  our  keeping  the 
Scheldt;  and  on  our  keeping  the  Sdiddt,  depend 
consequences  the  importance  of  which  to  all  Europe, 
but  particularly  to  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  is^  I 
believe,  beyond  all  computation.  I  really,  my  dear 
friend,  feel  more  than  I  can  express  from  the  scenes 
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passing  before  my  eyes.  The  general  distress  of  these 

unfortunate,  deserted  people  is  truly  shocking,  and  llie 
calamities  of  individuals,  who  are  particularly  known 
to  m,  affect  us  doubly  from  the  oonsciousness  of  its 
not  being  in  onr  power  to  promise  them  any  relief. 
I  hope  the  day  of  retribution  will  come,  and  that  the 
tenfold  vengeance  of  Heaven,  called  down  by  cries  of 
whole  provinces,  deserted,  abandoned,  and  betrayed, 
will  fall  on  the  heads  of  the  cursed  authors  of  these 
evils.  Lord  Comwallis  arrived  yesterday.  It  is  the 
only  good  news  I  have  to  send  you. 

Where  are  the  Prussians  ?  is  the  general  question. 
I  am  sure  I  know  not ;  but  of  this  I  am  convinced 
—this  is  the  monicnt  of  effectual  succour,  and 
perhaps  even  now  it  will  be  too  late. 

Lord  Moira  is  at  Ghent. 


July  3. — ^His  Royal  Highness  marched  iiom 
Renaix,  in  obedienoe  to  the  Prince  of  Cobourg's 

orders,  abandoning  Oudcnarde  and  all  the  posts  on 
the  Scheldt.  His  Royal  Highness  halted  at  Gram- 
mont.  This  day  the  Austrian  garrison  evacuated 
Toumay,  and  the  town  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  enemy. 

July  4. — ^The  town  of  Ghent  was  evacuated  by 
the  Allies,  and  immediately  possessed  by  the  enemy. 
General    Clair&yt    marched    to    Alost.  Count 
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Walmoden  to  Deadermonde.  His  Royal  Highness 
marched  to  Lombeke. 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

Head-Quarters, 
Liombeke»  July  4,  1794. 

As  I  have  no  pleasure  in  bdng  the  reoorder  of 

our  own  disgraces  and  losses,  I  shall  tell  you  in  a 
very  few  words  that  tlie  storm  that  has  been  long 
gathering  over  this  ill-fated  country  has  at  length 
burst.  AO  is  terror  and  dismay  amongst  the  wretdied 
inhabitants,  and  desolation  will  quickly  follow.  In 
three  short  days  we  havo  lost,  without  firing  a  shot, 
MarchienneS)  Orchies>  Tonmay,  Oudenarde,  Ghent— 
in  short,  everything  except  Valenciennes,  Quesnoy, 
and  Cuiide,  between  Bmssels  and  the  French  frontier. 
We  retired  in  obedience  to  the  Prince  of  Cobourg's 
orders,  and  he  soya  the  enemy's  force  m  his  front  was 
such  as  to  leave  him  no  alternative.  So  much  for 
the  acqidsition  procured  by  the  expenditure  of  so 
much  labour,  blood,  and  treasure  last  year.  So  many 
concurring  circumstances  exist,  that  I  can  hardly  help 
adopting  the  idea  universally  credited  throughout  this 
country,  and  pretty  generally  in  the  army,  that  some 
foul  play,  and  some  very  dark  designs,  exist  in  a 
certain  quarter. 
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I  do  assure  you  that  the  eveots  of  the  last  fbrt> 
night  have  vexed  me  to  such  a  d^ree,  that  I  am 

harcUy  fit  to  be  your  correspondent;  so  adieu.  J  do 
not  see  one  ray  of  light  in  this  dark  prospect ;  but 
as  a  bon  mot  is  always  worth  something.  I  will 
conchide  with  an  answer  made  by  a  Frendi  prisoner 
on  being  asked  if  he  kiuw  who  the  Emperor  was,  as 
he  passed  through  Frankfort  in  his  shameful  or 
rather  shameless  retreat :  "  Apparemment  Monsieur 
est  qudque  ^migr^  des  Pays-Bas." 

Set  about  a  subscription  for  the  unfortunate 
wretches  who,  being  deserted  by  their  Sovereign,  are 
now  turned  naked  and  unprotected  on  the  wide 
world.  Then*  cause  is  that  of  humanily,  and  wdl 
wvnth  the  consideration  of  Britons. 

TO  HIS  SIST£R. 

Head-Quarters, 
Lombeke,  July  4,  1794. 

The  fete  of  this  wretched  country  is  at  length 
decided.  The  enemy  were  allowed  to  make  them- 
selves masters  of  Mons  without  an  action,  the  Prince 
of  Cobourg  tailing  back  from  Braine  la  Lend  to 
Wat^loo;  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  at  the 
same  time  retreating  to  Tuhize.  On  the  evening  of 
the  2nd,  the  troops  which  had  previously  fallen  back 
from  Orchies  and  Marchiennes  to  the  camp  of 
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Maiildc,  crossed  the  Scheldt,  and  began  their  retreat. 
Yesterday  morning,  in  conformity  to  orders  from 
,the  Prince  Coboorg^  we  broke  up  our  camp^ 
abandoned  Oudenarde,  and  marcbed  to  Grammont 
The  same  morning  Tournay  was  evacuated,  and 
taken  possession  of  by  the  enemy.  The  same  £ite 
attended  Gbent  this  morning.  To-morrow  we  vaadx 
to  Asche,  and  where  we  ar^  to  stop,  who  wfll  venture 
to  say?  No  enemy  has  appeared  before  us  since 
Sunday'  night,  when  th^  retreated  firom  before 
Oudenarde;  but  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  represents 
the  enemy  opposed  to  him  as  so  strong  as  to  make 
resistance  useless.  Thus  in  three  days,  with  the 
exception  of  Cond^  Valencifinnes»  and  Quesnoy,  into 
which  the  Austrians  have  thrown  gairiions,  have 
we  lost  the  fruits  of  a  lonp^,  laborious,  expensive  and 
bloody  campaign,  and,  mdced,  half  a  second.  I  have 
my  suspicions  that  all  is  not  fiiir;  that  there  is  much 
folly  and  ignorance  in  a  certain  Cabinet,  we  know 
fuU  well,  and  I  believe  there  is  at  least  an  equal 
proportion  of  villainy. 

The  scenes  that  are  daUy  passing  vex  me  to  a 
degree  that  makes  me  a  very  bad  correspondent,  and 
in  the  dark  cloud  that  surrounds  us  I  do  not  see  one 
ray  of  light  to  cheer  us,  or  the  smallest  grounds  for 
building  a  hope  of  r^airing  our  losses. 
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July  5. — Halted. 

July  6. — ^His  Royal  Highness  marched  to  Asche. 
Count  Walmoden  remained  at  Dendermonde;  the 
Earl  of  Moira  at  Alost.  General  Clairfayt  marched 
to  Anderlechty  near  Brussels. 

July  7. — In  the  evening  the  army  moved  in  three 
columns. 

July  8. — Halted  in  the  morning  at  £deghem,  the 
head-quarters  at  Temps. 

July  Q.^Marohed  again  at  midnight,  and  the 
next  morning  the  head-quarters  were  fixed  at  the 
cliateau  of  Contich  ;  the  corps  under  the  Earl  of 
Moira,  forming  the  first  line  in  front  of  the  village  of 
Waeiioos.  The  Hessians  occupied  Malmes^  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-general  Dalwig. 

July  10. — The  Marquis  Clomwallis  sailed  from 
Antwerp  in  the  'Hawk'  sloop.  In  the  evening 
his  Royal  Ifighness  visited  the  forts  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Scheldt,  and  appointed  Major-general  David 
Dundas  to  the  command  of  these  forts  and  the  town 
of  Antwerp. 
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TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Ch&teau  de  Contich, 
Half-wajr  between  Antwerp  and  Malines* 

July  10.  1794. 

I  cannot  let  my  Lord  Cornwallis  return  to 
England  without  thanking  you  for  your  letter  of 
Thursday,  and  for  the  anxiety  you  express  about 
us.   I  have  for -some  time,  and  with  much  sincerity, 

wished  for  peace ;  but  I  neither  wish  for  it  nor 
esqpect  it  under  the  present  cu-cumstances ;  and  as 
you  know  we  are  all  great  poUtidans,  if  I  were  Mr. 
Fitt»  I  would  use  every  means  in  my  power  to  rouse 
the  Allies  :  I  Would  strain  evi  ry  nerve,  and  drain 
Great  Britain  both  of  men  and  money  rather  than 
permit  the  French  to  re-establish  themselves  in 
Flanders.  A  benrier  must  somewhere  be  opposed  to 
their  principleis,  theu*  vices,  and  their  arms ;  and  in 
my  humble  opinion,  we  had  better  engage  in  this 
great  contest  on  the  banks  of  tiie  Scheldt^  than  on 
those  of  the  Thames.  There  has  been  much  want 
of  mihtary  ability,  much  bad  policy,  and  more 
villainy ;  but  still  the  importance  of  the  stake  should 
induce  us  to  endeavour  to  inspire  others  with  the 
same  energy  and  good  faith  which  have  directed  our 
own  operations.  I  have  great  happiness  and  pride  in 
believing  that  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
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under  these  arduous  ctrcumstanoes,  has  been  audi  as 
to  do  honour  to  himself  and  to  hb  country.  His 

sentiments  have  been  expressed  with  canduur  aud 
finnness^  and  they  have  always  tended  to  give  protec- 
tion and  support,  and  to  abandon -nothing  till  driven 
to  that  sad  necessity  by  irresistible  force.  I  look  upon 
Lord  Comwallis's  presence  at  tins  critical  pehod  as 
one  of  the  most  fortunate  cireumstanoes  of  the 
Duke's  life ;  for  I  had  ratber  that  he  should  have  the 
approbation  of  that  great  and  good  man,  than  of  any 
other  OD  this  side  the  grave. 

In  a  few  days  we  shall  have  with  us  twenty-three 
battalions  of  British  infantry,  and  nearly  forty 
squadrons  of  British  cavalry.  The  Dutch  will 
naturally  do  all  they  can ;  and  if  we  get  up  some 
Prussians,  and  the  Austiians  get  new  eommanders 
and  fresh  views  and  ideas  instilled  into  diem,  and  the 
Emperor  can  be  made  to  call  out  the  strength  of  the 
country,  I  do  not  despair  of  writing  to  you  from 
Toumay  hefi»«  the  1st  of  October.  I  hear  the 
enemy  have  taken  everything  from  the  inhabitaiits. 
How  much  has  the  poor  pusillanimous  reptile  who  is 
the  cause  of  all  these  evils  to  answer  for  i 
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TO  COLONEL  SIR  U£W  DALRYMPLE. 

Head-Quarters, 
Chlteau  de  Conticb,  July  14, 1794. 

In  the  presmt  situation  of  affiedrs,  I  am  naturally 
indined  to  believe  you  look  for  letters  with  as  little 

satisfaction  as  I  feel  in  writing  them.  However, 
I  must  send  you  a  certiticate  of  our  being  in  the 
land  of  the  living,  though  on  the  borders  of  a 
country  not  fit  to  five  in.  Our  camp,  which  is 
secured  by  the  Scheldt  and  Rupel,  is  notwith- 
standing very  badly  provided  with  water,  so  that  I 
should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  we  are  under  the 
necessity  of  moving  it.  The  rank  of  the  officers  of 
the  corps  that  has  joined  under  Lord  Moira,  pro- 
mises to  be  productive  of  very  great  inconvenioices. 
As  yet  the  two  corps  are  kept  distinct,  Lord  Moira 
foriiiiiig  the  front  line.  Entre  nous,  I  believe  he 
intends  to  return  to  England  very  soon.  Thus 
has  Government  deprived  itself  of  his  very  able 
services,  by  granting  such  preposterous  rank.  Some 
other  arrangement,  I  conclude,  will  soon  be  made 
in  r^rd  to  the  rank  of  bis  officers  and  staff. 
General  David  Dundas  is  sent  to  Antwerp,  and  has 
charge  of  the  forts  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Scheldt, 
which  have  been  left  in  a  very  indifferent  state; 
but  as  the  parapets  are  generally  sound,  and  the 
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inundations  appear  to  answer,  1  hope  we  shall  soon 
be  secure  on  that  side. 

Lord  ComwaUis  feQ  down  the  river  on  Thursday 
evening,  in  the  *  Hawk.*  His  arrival  in  England 
will  put  ministers  in  possession  of  all  the  laets 
relating  to  the  minous^  disgraceful  operations  of 
the  last  three  weeks ;  and  his  testimony  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  prevent  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  Bri- 
tish army  from  being  in  the  smallest  degree  implicated 
m  the  guilt,  or  sharing  in  the  reproach,  that  win 
most  deservedly  fall  on  the  fools  and  villains  who 
have  directed  them.  The  Prince  of  Cobourg  has 
desired  to  have  a  conference  with  the  Duke  this 
day;  and  as  your  friend  Craig  accompanies  His 
Royal  Highness,  I  conclude  that  he  will  by  to- 
morrow's mail  give  you  some  little  idea  of  what  is 
likely  to  be  done ;  but  I  can  affirm  from  experience, 
that  no  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  solemn  assu- 
ranees  of  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
assemblage.  The  messenger  who  arrived  the  day 
before  yesterday  not  having  chosen  to  encumber 
himsdf  with  the  bag  of  army  letters,  left  them  on 
the  road,  and  they  have  never  made  their  appear- 
ance, and  I  think  probably  never  may.  Your 
episdes  generaUy  come  in  the  box:  I  therefore 
conclude  I  have  lost  no  production  of  yours.    *  * 

Send  mc  some  news;  the  most  acceptable  will 
be  the  probability  of  Lord  Comwallis's  return  to 
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the  Continent.  Explain  to  me  the  reason  of  the 
recruits  joiniDg  the  anny  without  arms  or  any 
appointments  necessary  for  soldiers.    I  am  often 

asked  the  question,  and  can't  resolve  it. 

I  congratulate  you,  and  the  army  in  geneml  on 
Mr.  Wyndham's  appointment  as  Secretary-at- War ; 
and  the  nation  on  the  accession  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam  to  administration. 

P.S. — ^The  Duke  returned  early  this  morning, 
without  having  reached  the  Imperial  head*quarters. 

The  extreme  badness  of  the  roads,  and  other 
obstacles,  prevented  his  prosecuting  his  journey; 
and  I  understand,  from  Colonel  Craig,  that  his 
Royal  Highness  was  so  ill  on  the  road  with  the 
spasms  he  was  subject  to  last  year,  that  he  was 
very  glad  to  return.  Is  it  not  extraordinary,  that 
not  a  smgle  gun-boat  has  come  up  to  Antwerp, 
though  the  defence  of  the  reverse  of  the  Dyke, 
leading  up  the  river  from  the  T^te  de  Fiandre,  can 
only  be  effected  by  their  means,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  citadel?  In  my  opinion,  the  citadel 
and  the  forts  on  the  Scheldt  should  be  put  into 
such  a  state  as  to  secure  them  at  all  events,  and 
by  that  means  to  leave  us  a  door  to  re-enter  the 
Netherlands. 

Many  thanks  for  yours  of  the  4  th  and  7  th,  which 
are  just  arrived.   Adieu  ! 
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A  great  deal  of  firing  this  morning  towards 

Malines. 


Jul/y  15. — The  Dutch  army,  which  was  on  the 
Dyle,  retired  from  their  position,  and  took  up  a 

new  one  on  the  right  bank  of  the  lesser  Neethe. 
Lieutenant-general  Daiwig  retired  from  Malines. 
Whi<^  of  these  corps  first  quitted  their  positbn 
is  imoertam,  as  they  respectively  throw  the  Uame 
on  each  other;  but  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy 
were  in  complete  possession  of  the  Dyle,  they 
passed  tlmnigh  Malines,  and  attacked  and  carried 
tiie  village  of  Waelhem.  Lieutenant- general  Sir 
WUIiam  Erskine  was  sent  to  take  the  command, 
but  unfortunately  before  his  arrival  General  Dalwig 
had  burnt  the  bridge  of  Waelhem,  which  pre- 
vented any  attempt  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  except 
by  cannonading  and  musketry  across  the  river.  The 
Earl  of  Moira  marched  with  the  first  line  to  DuffeL 
Count  Walmoden  occupied  liere  with  the  Hano- 
verians. 


TO  UEUTENAMT-GENEIUL  THE  BAKL  OF  MOIRA. 

Head'Quarters, 
Ghilteau  de  Ckmtkb,  July  16,  1794. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lord- 
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ship,  his  Royal  Highness  has  received  information 
that  the  Hessian  General  Dalwig  has  abandoned 
the  town  of  Malines ;  that  being  the  case,  it  is  not 
liLs  Ruyal  Highness's  wish  that  you  should  eng'ai^c 
the  troops  under  your  command  in  an  atiair  that 
might  be  attended  with  a  heavy  loss.  His  Royal 
Highness  leaves  it  to  your  judgment  how  far  it  may 
be  expedient,  under  those  circumstances,  to  attempt 
the  recovery  of  Malines,  and  in  that  you  will  be  in 
great  measure  guided  by  the  information  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  obtmn,  whether  the  Dutch  have  or 
have  not  re-occupied  their  position  on  the  Dyle ;  as 
in  case  the  Dutch  have  not  advanced  on  that  river, 
the  chance  of  success  would  be  too  precarious  to 
justify  the  risk  of  any  considerable  loss  for  the 
recovery  of  Mahnes. 


Jidy  20. — His  Royal  Higiiness  received  informa- 
tion that  the  Austrians  had  withdrawn  from  Diest, 
and  that  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  was  assembling  all 
his  force  and  marching  on  Maestncht  ;  iii  conse- 
quence of  which  the  Hereditary  Prince  had  fallen 
back,  and  the  left  of  our  position  at  liere  became 
unavoidably  exposed  to  every  attempt  of  the  enemy. 
The  next  day  his  Royal  Highness  went  to  Antwerp, 
to  hasten  the  removal  of  the  magazines  and  stores, 
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and  prepare  matters  for  the  march  of  the  army  on 
the  day  foUowiiig. 
Lord  Moira  left  the  anny. 

■July  22. — ^The  whole  army  marched  and  encamped 
near  Deurne,  about  a  league  irom  Antwerp.  Every 
exertion  was  made  for  the  removal  of  the  magazines, 
and  in  the  evening  the  forts  on  the  left  bank  of  the 

Scheldt  were  evacuated  without  loss. 


TO  JOEN  CALVBBT,  ESQ. 

Antwerp,  July  22,  1794. 

At  length  the  coup  de  grace  is  given  to  the  Impe- 
rial dominion  in  the  I^etherlauds,  and  probably  not  a 
foot  of  these  eonntries  wiU  remain  to  the  House  of 
Austria  in  eight-and-forty  hours.  The  day  before 
yesterday  liis  Ro}  ;il  Highness  learnt  with  much  sur- 
prise and  indignation  that  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  was 
withdra^ng  with  his  whole  force,  and  m™hmg  on 
Maestricht  The  Hmditary  Prince  of  Orange,  who 
occupied  the  right  bank  of  the  krger  Neethe,  on  our 
left,  immediately  fell  back,  which  made  it  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  Duke  to  abandon  the  Neethe  and 
the  Rupd  this  morning,  and  to  break  up  his  camp 
of  Contich.  The  army  encamp  to-night  near  this 
town,  and  I  conclude  we  shall  bend  our  course  to- 
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wards  Breda  to-morrow.  The  only  means  of  re-occu- 
pying the  Low  Countries  will  be  the  Dutch  fortresses, 
and  how  long  th^  will  ramain  oure  who  can  teD? 
I  fear  our  loss  at  this  place  in  magazines  will  be 
heavy.  If  the  Austrians  keep  their  promise  in 
regard  to  pladng  a  sufficient  garrison  in  Maestricht, 
and  the  Fhissians  advance  upon  our  right,  I  think 
we  need  have  no  apprehensions  for  Holland ;  but  I 
contess  I  can  see  no  probable  remedy  for  the  losses 
and  unparalleLed  disgraces  die  Allies  have  incunred 
in  this  campaign. 

I  hear  we  may  expect  Lord  Spencer  and  Mr. 
Grenville  here  in  the  course  of  to-day,  and  that  they 
are  accredited  to  Vienna.  I  hope  they  may  succeed 
in  rousing  the  Austrians,  but  I  doubt  it,  for  I  don't 
believe  there  exists  in  the  Imperial  Cabinet  one  spark 
of  honour,  honesty,  or  common  veracity,* 

The  news  of  the  surrender  of  Nieuport  has  reached 
us.  I  am  much  concerned  to  inform  you  that  300 
men  of  the  corps  of  Chartres  formed  part  of 
the  garrison,  and  I  am  afraid  there  can  be  no 
doubt  in  regard  to  the  &te  of  these  unfortunate 
men. 

*  The  Cabinet  of  Vienna,  secretly  inclined  to  peace,  delayed 
giving  any  definitive  answer  to  the  proposals  of  Air.  Fitt,  and 
meanwhile  entertained  secret  overtures  from  the  French 
Govemmcnt. — Alison,  Vol.  ii,  Ch.  xti,  p.  509. 
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Lord  Moira  returns  to  England,  on  account  of  the 
disproportionate  local  rank  given  him  last  year, 
which  win  always  deprive  his  oountry  of  his  services 

on  the  Continent.  Is  there  any  chance  that  Lord 
Comwallis  will  join  us? 
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TBI   BBIffltB   <kVn  FIJiMDBBS,    ANX»   BBmS  BIHtMD   THB  AA— 

vmucnr  ow  thb  Auavmuva-^n  ootcb  botal  fakilt — 
tHB  nunrcH  bmto  boiaamv— BABaAmnr  of  thb  fbbiich 

TBOOFS-^TBBACHBBT  OF  THB  AVSTMAMh- FAtl.  OF  S0BB8FIBBBB 
^-OFFBltaiVS  FBOGLAKATIOir  OF  THB  FBIMCB  OF  OOBOVBO— > 
ATTACK  OW  THB  3»VTaB»a»IOllATI0H  OF  THB  FHWOB  OF 
COBOUBG — BUmiKND»  OF  SLUTf,  rALBirCIBKMBS,  AVA  COSOi. 

July  23. — The  army  marched  at  break  of  day. 
At  about  nine  or  ten  in  the  forenoon  the  total  evacu- 
atbn  of  Antweq>  was  effected.  The  magasiDes  of 
hay,  whidi  could  not  be  Temoved,  were  destroyed. 

In  the  afternoon  the  army  encamped  on  a  plain, 
ill  front  and  rather  to  the  left  of  the  village  of 
Calmthout,  which  was  his  Royal  Highness's  head- 
quarters. 

July  24. — Owing  to  the  extreme  depth  of  the 
sand,  the  army  was  obhged  to  halt,  to  allow  the  hag- 
gage  and  reserve  artillery  to  get  ahead.   The  £arl 
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Spencer,^  Mr.  Grenville,!  aud  Colonel  Ross|  passed 
the  head-quarter%  on  their  way  to  A^nna. 

July  25. — The  anny  marched  and  encamped  on 
a  plain  which  extends  in  front  of  the  village  of 
Rukveen,  behind  the  Learse  Verst.  A  corps  was 
posted  at  Wouw,  hal£-way  between  Beigen^op-Zoom 
and  Rosendal,  which  was  head-quarters. 


*  Gecnge  John,  aecood  Earl  Spencer,  born  September  1, 

1758.  Succeeded  in  October,  1783.  Died,  November  10, 
1834.  Many  years  Fust  Lord  of  the  Adaiiralty  duiiug  tlie 
administration  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Father  of  Lord  Althorp,  Chan- 
ceUor  of  the  Exchequer  in  E<'irl  Grey's  administration. 

t  The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville,  brother  of  tlie  Mar- 
quis of  Buckingham  and  of  Lord  Grenville,  great-uncic  of  the 
present  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Bom  in  1/55.  Died  in 
December,  1846.  Employed  on  a  diplomatic  mission  to 
Prussia  early  in  the  present  century,  and  nearly  lost  in  the  ioe 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe.  Bequeathed  to  the  country  a  fine 
library,  which  is  in  the  British  Mnaeum. 

X  Alexander  Robs»  Ensign  50tli  Begimenl^  FdMroary>  1770 ; 
IJeutenant-oolonel,  July,  1783;  Aide-de-camp  to  the  £ng, 
October,  1783;  Golond  69th  Regimenl^  1797 ;  Ookod  59th, 
1801 ;  General,  Janoaiy,  1812.  Died  in  December,  1837. 
Served  in  Germany  in  1760,  and  in  the  American  War  as 
Aide-de-camp  to  Lord  Comwallis;  was  Adjutant-general  to 
the  King^B  troops  in  India  during  the  administration  of  the 
Marquis  Comwallis. 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  LORD  ST.  HELENS,* 

AMBA8BADOK  XXTKAORDINART  AT  THS  HAGUS. 

Head-Quarters, 
Rosendal,  July  29,  1794. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  having 

(lone  nw  the  honour  of  laying  his  commands  on  me 
to  make  to  your  Lordship,  from  time  to  time,  such  com- 
munications as  I  conceive  to  be  interesting,  I  ought  to 
apologize  to  you  for  not  having  transmitted  to  your 
Lordship,  on  the  evening  of  the  27  th,  the  r(  suit  of 
the  conference  his  Royal  Highness  held  that  day 
with  the  Stadtholder  and  the  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Orange.  Lord  Elgin  undertook  to  give  you  that 
information,  I  therefore  thought  it  unnecessary  to 
trouble  you  with  a  letter. 

I  am  now  to  inform  you,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  arrangement  made  on  the  27th,  bis  Royal 
liighness's  army  will  march  to-morrow  morning, 
and  will  probably  arrive  on  the  third  day  at  the 
proposed  position  behind  the  Aa.  Our  right  will 
be  appuied  on  the  inundation  formed  round  Bois-le- 
Duc,  and  our  left  will  extend  toward  Le  Marais  de 
Peel,  which  his  Royal  Highness  is  assured  is  im- 
practicable for  cavalry  or  artillery,  and  may,  without 

*  AUeyne  Htzheibert,  created  Baion  St.  Hde&a  in  1791. 
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much  diificulty,  be  rendered  equally  so  for  any 
considerable  force  of  iniaDtiy. 

From  the  best  information  we  can  obtain,  we  have 
reaso*^  to  believe  that  the  force  the  enemy  have  collected 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  operations  against  the 
Duke  of  York  and  the  Hereditaiy  Prince  of  Orange 
amounts  to  60,000  men;  but  there  appears  to  be 
no  immediate  intention  of  making  any  attempt 
on  this  part  of  the  country.  On  the  contrary,  the 
enemy  are  ratfao*  canying  thdr  force  to  our  left; 
and  I  flatter  myself,  the  movement  his  Royal  High- 
ness proposes  to  make,  will  defeat  their  views  on  that 
quarter. 

The  change  of  situation  and  language  necessarily 

renders  c)ur  information  rather  defective,  which  I 
shall  use  every  means  in  my  power  to  remedy. 

TO  HIS  8I8TSB. 

Head- Quarters. 
Rosendal,  July  29,  1794. 

I  am  peiiectly  of  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
Austrians.  A  most  complete  change  of  men  and 
measures  must  take  place  before  we  can  reasonably 
expect  any  good  from  that  quarter.  Lord  Spencer  can 
form  no  idea  of  the  extent  of  their  duplicity,*  and 
will  consequently  be  duped,  unless  he  avails  himself 

*  l^note^p.  981. 
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of  Colonel  Ross's  experience.  I  hope  your  ioforma- 
fion  in  regard  to  the  Dutch  is  exaggerated,  and  that 
they  win  be  persuaded  to  make  every  exertion  pos- 
sible for  the  preservation  of  their  ]oi  opprties  and  lives, 
though  I  confess  I  helieve  they  will  require  some 
baddng.  The  country  in  the  rear  of  our  [w^esent 
pontion,  and  to  the  right  of  it,  is  naturally  strong  by 
the  inundations,  and  rendered  more  so  by  the  many 
fortresses.  We  shall  therefore  quit  it,  and  leaving  its 
defence  to  the  Dutch,  we  shaU  very  soon  transport 
ourselves  to  a  part  of  the  frontier  more  liable  to  the 
inroads  of  the  enemy,  and  where  the  exertions  of  our 
army  may  be  more  efiectuaL 

On  Sunday  I  accompanied  his  Royal  Highness  to 
Bred;i,  wliere  we  met  the  Sludtholdcr,  the  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Orange,  and  the  two  Princesses.  The 
Duke  has  invited  the  Hereditary  Princess  to  spend 
some  time  with  her  sister  at  Oatlands,  where  she 
will  be  more  free  from  the  anxieties  and  disquietudes 
of  the  war,  than  she  can  be  in  Holland.  As  I  sate 
opposite  to  her  at  dinner,  I  can  assure  you  from 
personal  observation  that  she  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  young  women  I  ever  saw.  She  appears 
in  a  very  bad  state  of  health,  and  I  dare  say  would 
find  great  benefit  in  a  temporary  relief  from  the 
detestable  country  which  it  is  her  lot  to  inhabit. 
We  are  going  to  dine  at  Breda  again  to-day,  and 
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to-morrow  the  Stadtholder  and  the  Princesses  return 
to  the  Hague.  I  have  just  seen  two  of  the  corps 
of  Loyal  Einigraiits,  who  made  tbdr  escape  from 
Nieuport  the  day  the  garrison  surrendered.  Three 
hundred  of  their  unibrtunate  comrades  fell  into  the 
bauds  of  the  enemy.  Th^  say  that  the  Fieuch 
General  wished  to  spare  thdr  lives,  but  that  the 
Con^missioner  of  the  Convention  insisted  on  a  rigid 
execution  of  its  decree.  The  crimes  and  successes  of 
these  people  keep  pace  with  each  other,  and  they 
ttppear  to  have  found  a  guarantee  for  the  one  and 
the  other  in  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

July  30. 

P.S. — The  news  that  arrived  yesterday  at  Breda 
has  prevented  our  marching  to-day.   The  enemy 

had  made  a  successful  inroad  into  the  country 
called  the  Catsaud,  by  that  means  turning  the 
fortress  of  Sluys,  which  they  will  probably  besiege. 

It  is  necessary  to  know  the  cffcet  this  disastrous 
event  will  have  on  the  minds  of  people  in  Ze^dand 
before  we  move.  Flushing  is  now  divided  from  the 
enemy  merely  by  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Scheldt ; 
and  tiioagh  that  can  be  secured  by  small  craft,  we 
have  much  to  apprehend  from  the  political  senti- 
ments of  the  people.    Adieu  1 
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TO  COLONEL  SIB  HEW  DALBYMPLB. 

HMd-QoarteiB, 
Roeendal.  July  30,  1794. 

It  was  arranged  that  the  anny  should  march  this 
morning,  on  what  point  I  dare  say  your  own  sa- 
gacity wiJl  suggest  to  you.    The  plan  is  deferred  by 
the  very  disagreeable  news  received  yesterday  that 
the  enemy  had  made  a  successful  inroad  into  the 
conntiy  called  the  Catsand,  by  that  means  turning 
the  fortress  of  Sluys  (which  they  will  probably  be-  , 
siege),  and  causing  much  apprehension  for  the  fate 
of  Zealand,  where^  I  fear,  the  minds  of  the  people  are 
not  as  steady  as  we  could  wish.    From  these  consi^ 
derations,  the  Duke  has  complied  with  the  request 
of  the  FHnce  of  Orange,  and  the  army  will  not  move 
at  presei^t.   I  am  afraid  the  Dutch  fortresses  are 
very   defective  in  point  of  garrison.    I  need  not 
describe  to  yofu,  Bergon-op-Zoom,  the  Lines,  and  siiii 
less  Steenbezgen.    I  dare  say  you  agree  with  me 
that  they  require  at  least  6000  men  for  their  defence, 
and  I  fear  they  have  not,  independently  of  us,  as 
many  hundred,  and  I  know  their  corps  of  artillery  in 
fiergen-op-Zoom  consists  of  27  men.  Desperate 
evils  require  desperate  remedies;  and  in  my  opinion 
the  evacuation  of  all  the  Dutch  forts  in  maiitimc 
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FLanders  would  be  the  wisest  measure  we  could 
adopt,  if  it  could  be  effected  without  considerable 

loss.  In  that  case,  we  should  be  obliged  to  commit 
the  preservation  of  Zealand  to  a  flotilla,  and  all  sorts 
of  sroatt  orafl,  with  which  I  would  fill  the  most 
southerly  mouth  of  the  Schddt ;  and  I  should  hope 
that,  by  the  union  of  the  troops  drawn  from  the 
forts  in  Flanders  with  the  corps  under  the  immediate 
command  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange, 
Bergen-op-Zoom,  Willemstadt,  Breda,  in  short  all 
that  line  of  fortresses,  might  be  secured  for  the 
instant  without  crippling  and  dismembering  the 
anny  under  the  Duke;  for  I  think  that  the  very 
existence  of  the  Rtpubiic  depiiiidii  upon  our  army 
being  kept  in  such  force  as  may  enable  us  to  march 
against  the  enemy  upon  whatever  point  they  may 
attack.  If  a  sufficient  body  of  troops  could  be 
assembled  to  occupy  the  manv  fortresses  on  this 
frontier,  they  would  enable  us  to  bid  dehance  to  the 
enemy,  at  least  for  a  time ;  but  there  are  parts  of 
the  firontier  of  the  Republic  which  can  only  be 
secured  by  the  presence  of  a  numerous  and  active 
army.  I  am  more  anxious  for  the  preservation  of 
this  country  smce  I  have  been  presented  to  the  Here* 
ditary  Princess.  How  our  princes  could  be  so 
blind  as  to  allow  so  much  beauty,  and,  if  the  ac- 
counts I  have  heard  are  to  be  credited,  and  if  her 
countenance  is  not  very  deceitful,  so  mudi  worth 
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and  good-nature,  to  be  carried  off  by  a  Dutchman, 
I  cannot  conceive. 

«  I  went  to  Bergen-op-Zoom  on  Saturday;  Ihe 

old  barber,  my  landlord,  wns  rejoiced  tu  see  me,  and 
asked  kindly  after  the  old  gentleman  who  used  to 
come  and  breakfast  in  the  saloon  adjoining  his  shop. 
I  told  him  you  were  enjoying  what  was  proper  for 
your  years,  otium  cum  dignitate,  which,  in  due  time, 
I  hope  will  be  my  portion. 


August  4. — ^The  army  marched  at  break  of  day, 
and  took  th^  camp  on  the  plain  in  firont  of  the 

village  of  Ousterhout. 

August  6. — ^Qrders  were  given  to  strengthen 
the  position  by  fidd-woiks,  &c. 

August  7. — The  Hessians  marched  and  took  a 
position  west  of  Breda,  to  give  security  to  that  part 
of  the  country,  while  the  Dutch  are  engaged  ui 
an  expedition  for  the  relief  of  their  fortresses  in 

Flanders. 


TO  BIS  EXCELLENCY  LOBD  ST.  HELENS. 

Head^Quarten, 
OuAterhout,  August  1,  1794. 

His  Royal  Highness  having  told  me  that  it  was 

u  2 


292  DESIGNS  OF  THE  FRENCH. 

his  intention  to  write  to  you  himself,  I  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  trouble  your  Lordship  with  a  letter 
to  mform  you  that  the  army  inarched  from  the  camp 
near  Rosendal  on  the  4th,  and  the  same  day  occupied 
a  camp  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  front  of  this 
village.  I  am  happy  to  inform  .you  that  there  is 
every  appearance  of  our  being  wdl  supplied  with 
water  and  every  other  necessary  in  our  present  camp, 
and  I  hope  that  in  this  position  we  shall  give  ample 
security  to  Breda  and  Bois-le-Duc,  and  at  the  same 
time  deter  the  enemy  from  making  any  serious  at- 
tempt on  Bergen-op-Zoom. 

We  have  received  information  that  the  enemy 
has  formed  two  corps  on  the  Meuse,  each  con- 
sisting of  30,000  men :  the  one  is  '  ei^ged  in 
observing  Maestricht  ;  and  the  other,  with  a  very 
formidable  artillery,  occupies  the  part  of  Li^ge  on 
this  side  the  river. 

From  the  best  information  we  can  obtain,  the 
enemy  appears  to  entertain  no  immediate  intention  of 
advandng  either  upon  us»  on  Bois-le-Duc,  or  Breda, 
though  the  siege  of  the  latter  place  was  decreed 
by  the  National  Convention  on  the  17  th  of  last 
month. 

An  officer,  who  deserted  from  the  enemy's  9th 
Regiment  of  Hussars,  informs  us  that  the  force  of 

the  enemy's  armies  of  the  north,  including  those 
of  the  Ardcnucs  and  the  Moselle,  amounts  to  240,000 
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men,  which,  aooording  to  his  account,  are  disposed 
of  in  the  following  manner:  50,000  arc  engaged 
in  the  investment  of  the  towns  of  Valenciennes^ 
Le  Qaesnoy  and  Condd;  20,000  are  empbyed  at 
Nieuport  and  Ostend,  or  quartered  in  different  parts 
of  the  Netherlands.  Of  the  remaining  170,000, 
60>000  are  in  the  environs  of  Antwerp,  of  which 
2000  are  advanced  towards  Rosendal,  but  the  graa 
of  the  army  is  encamped  about  a  league  on  the  other 
side  of  Antwerp,  on  the  road  to  Malines.  The 
cavalry  of  this  corps  he  does  not  estimate  at  more 
than  3500,  and  they  are  generally  very  badly 
mounted ;  the  chief  relianct^  of  their  armv  is  on 
their  artillery,  which  is  numerous,  well-appointed, 
and  ably  served. 

The  account  this  officer  gives  of  the  army  of  the 
Vendee,  is,  that  it  exists,  to  the  number  of  60,000, 
under  the  conduct  of  three  brothers  of  the  name  of 
Chouan;  that  they  constant^  find  a  secure  refuge  in 
the  impenetrable  forests  of  Brittany,  whence  they 
make  frequent  attacks  on  the  army  of  the  Coiivcution 
in  tliat  quarter,  which  amoimts  to  nearly  100,000 
men. 

From  the  different  accoimts  we  have  received,  it 
appears  that  the  enemy  act  with  great  rigour 
throughout  the  country  which  they  have  lately 
acquired,  but  at  the  same  time,  not  without  policy. 
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They  allow  no  man  to  possess  more  than  the  hare 
necessaries  of  life^  and  erery  article  that  can  be  made 
use  of  for  any  military  purpose  is  in  requisition ;  and 
by  an  Act  of  Convention,  all  persons  arc  obliged, 
under  pain  of  death,  to  exchange  all  the  specie  in 
their  possession  above  ten  louis  and  a  half,  for 
assignats.  If  time  is  given  them  to  carry  this  Act 
into  execution  to  any  extent,  the  fatal  consequence 
must  be  that,  fi*om  interested  motives,  the  inhabitants 
ynSi  become  well-wishers  and  supporters  of  thai 
Govmment,  the  existence  of  which  can  alone  give  any 
value  to  the  paper  for  which  they  have  been  obliged 
to  exchange  their  more  solid  property. 

It  appears  to  me^  my  Lord,  that  if  the  Articles 
of  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Corsica,  which 
so  strongly  testify  the  moderation  and  dismterested 
views  of  the  former,  were  at  this  time  dispersed  into 
IVance,  it  might  be  attended  with  beneficial  conse- 
quences. I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  this 
idea  to  his  Royal  Highness ;  and  if  it  should  be 
honoured  with  his  approbation,  I  shall  request  to 
have  some  copies  of  the  articles  sent  over  for  that 
purpose. 

I  hope  that  your  Lordship  will  be  successful  in 
your  endeavours  to  establish  a  post  between  the 
Hague  and  lus  Royal  Highness's  head*  quarters,  for 

which  the  very  serious  inconveniences  we  experienced 
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in  the  former  part  of  the  campaigD,  from  the  delay' 
and  miscamage  t»f  our  letters,  make  me  partEoalatly 

TO  COLONEL  SIR  U£W  DALRYMPLE. 

♦ 

Hend-Quarters, 
Ouiiterhout,  August  8,  171^4. 

I  am  very  wrry  to  find  by  your  letter  of  the  3l8t» 
that  independently  of  heat  and  mtdtiplicity  of  business, 
which  have  for  some  tiaie  past  been  common  to  us 
all,  you  have  indisposition  to  complain  of.  The  latter 
evil  I  hope  you  have  got  rid  of,  the  first  I  hope  wiU 
last  these  three  months,  and  the  second  I  am  sure 
you  will  have  till  the  war  is  over.  You  will  have 
heard  that  on  the  4th  we  marched  from  our  camp 
near  Rosendal  to  one  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  front 
of  thii  villLisxe.  In  our  present  pusitloii,  T  hope 
we  shall  deter  the  enemy  from  making  any  serious 
attempt  on  Beigen^yp-Zoom,  and  at  the  same  time 
give  security  to  Bois-le-Duo  and  Breda,  though  the 
siege  of  the  latter  place  has  been  decreed  by  the 
Convention. 

The  accounts  we  hear  of  the  behaviour  of  the 
French  to  the  wretched  people  who  have  been 

abandoned  by  their  Sovereign  ;iie  truly  shocking. 
Excessive  contributions  are  levied  with  the  most 
unrdenting  rigour,  permanent  guillotines  are  erected 
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everywhere ;  we  are  assured  that  not  less  than 
150  men  and  women  have  suffered  at  Tournay 
alone. 

All  these  events  miiidk  depress  my  spirits ;  and  the 
reflection  that  we  are  still  obliged  to  keep  a 
oonnectbn  with,  and  indeed  to  have  a  relianoe  on, 
those  whose  ^onrnoe  and  viDainy  (for  there  has 
been  a  mixture  of  both)  have  occasioned  these 
calamities,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  subject  of  very 
serious  and  weE-founded  apprehension  for  the  future. 
Unless  the  Emperor  has  the  wisdom  and  finnness  to 
change  men  and  measures,  I  sec  no  light  tluough 
the  doud  that  surrounds  us ;  and  as  I  conceive  his 
Imperial  Majesty  to  be  totally  destitute  of  these  two 
qualities,  it  is  an  event  rather  to  be  desired  than 
expected. 

I  have  just  at  present  causes  enough  of  uneasiness 
without  going  into  public  affairs ;  but  the  soene  of 
misery  is  so  near,  and  many  of  the  sufferers  are  so 

weJl  known  to  us,  that  it  is  impossible  to  remain 
insensible  to  the  tragical  histories  that  each  day  brings 
to  our  knowledge. 

TO  HIS  HXCBLLENCT  LORD  ST.  HELENS. 

Head-Qwrten, 
Oiuterboiit  August  10, 1794. 

The  reports  of  yesterday  stated  that  the  enemy 
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wm  daily  reodvin^  very  oonsiderable  augmentations 
to  their  iurcc  in  the  cnviroos  of  Antwerp,  which  in- 
formation has  been  contirnied  by  the  intelligence  of 
this  morning.  It  appears  that  troops  have  been 
drawn  to  this  quarter  from  the  side  of  Tirlemont  and 
from  West  Flanders.  A  camp  which  the  enemy  had 
between  Oostmaal  and  Hoogstraten,  which  consisted 
of  15,000  men  and  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  has  like- 
wise fiJlen  back  to  join  the  main  army,  the  force  of 
which  is  stated  to  amount  to  upwards  of  30,000 
men.  Their  camp  extends  about  two  leagues,  and 
is  situated  between  Antwerp  and  Liere.  Thdr 
cavalry  is  encamped  in  front  of  their  line,  about  a 
league  and  a  half  from  Tumhout,  from  which  place 
they  make  constant  patrols. 

It  is.  universally  believed  in  the  FVrach  army  that 
a  forward  movement  will  take  place  in  a  very  few 
days. 

I  think  it  right  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  a 
report  is  circulated,  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
Dutch  to  defend  Breda,  and  that  their  preparations 
for  that  purpose  have  been  discontinued  since  our 
mival  in  this  camp.  I  mention  this  menly  u  » 
matter  of  report,  without  knowing  whether  there  is 
the  least  foundation  for  it ;  but  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment I  conceive  it  to  be  very  essential  that  the 
Government  of  the  country  should  not  rdbx,  even  in 
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appearanoe»  from  that  eoeigy  which  the  existing 
circumstanoes  demand,  and  that  no  room  should  be 

given  for  the  misrepresentations  of  disafft'cLed  per- 
sons. 

TO  HIS  EXCBLLVNGT  LORD  ST.  HELENS. 

Head-Quarters, 
Aogiut  11,  1794. 

We  haye  this  evening  received  infiirmation  that 

the  enemy  have  made  a  retrograde  march,  and  that 
the  position  they  now  occupy  is  between  Tirlemont 
and  MaSines,  bang  four  leagues  distant  from  Antwerp^ 
Tumhout,  and  Hoogstraten.  Their  force  amounts, 
on  the  highest  computation,  to  40,000  men,  and 
their  camp  is  represented  to  be  defended  by  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon. 

The  cause  assigned  for  this  retreat  is  a  jealousy  of 
a  forward  move  which  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  is  said 
to  have  made,  and  it  has  probably  been  hastened  by 
the  disturbances  in  Paris,  which  have  put  a  period 
to  the  life  of  Robespierre  and  the  power  of  his  party. 
As  it  is  his  Royai  Uighncss's  iutentiou  to  write  to 
your  Lordship  on  the  sulgect,  I  need  not  detail 
the  circumstances  attending  this  very  extraordinary 
event. 
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TO  BIS  EXCELLENCY  LORD  ST.  HELENS. 

Head- Quarters, 
Ousterhout,  August  14.  1794. 

The  intelligence  of  the  11  th  not  being  confirmed 
the  next  day,  I  b^an  to  suspect  its  authenticity, 
which  1  was  the  more  easily  induced  to  rely  on,  irom 
the  probability  of  the  news  from  Paris  haviog  been 
productive  of  such  a  movement.  The  intelligence 
contained  some  inaccurai^.  I  am,  however,  assured 
that  the  corps  which  the  enemy  had  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Liere  made  a  movement  to  the  eastward 
on  the  6th,  and  continued  their  march  towards 
Tongres  the  next  day. 

The  following  is  tfae  state  of  the  enemy's  force 
opposed  to  us,  according  to  the  best  inform ;ition  that 
I  can  obtain :  They  have  a  camp  at  St.  Job,  con- 
sisting of  12,000  men;  on  the  1 2th  this  oorps  was 
ordered  to  hold  itself  m  readiness  to  move.  On 
the  heath  between  Rosendal  and  Wambergen  there 
is  a  camp  of  about  10,000  men,  and  the  country 
between  tfae  roads  which  lead  from  Antwesrp  to 
Rosendal  and  from  Antwerp  to  6ergen-op-Zoom  is 
occupied  by  7000  or  8000.  This,  with  a  few  men 
in  Antwerp,  Liere,  Mahnes^,  and  the  forts  on  the 
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Scheldt,  constitutes,  I  believe,  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  farce  id  this  part  of  the  oountiy. 

«  ♦  •  * 

Since  writing  the  above,  information  has  reached 
me  that  the  camp  of  St  Job  has  Mm  back  to 
Antwerp;  that  the  enemy  have  no  corps  of  any 
stren^^th  advanced  in  front  of  that  town ;  that  they 
are  employed  in  passing  artillery  over  the  Sciieldt ; 
and  that  appearances  strongly  corroborate  the  imi^ 
Tersal  report  m  their  army — ^namdy,  that  in  conse- 
qucncc  of  the  disturbances  in  France,  it  has  become 
necessary  tor  the  Army  of  the  North  to  approach 
their  own  frontier. 

TO  COLONEL  SIR  HBW  DALRTMPLB. 

Hcad-Qnarten, 
OuBterboal^  August  19,  1794. 

Though  the  prospect  of  affairs  in  this  country 
makes  me  most  melancholy,  and  affords  as  little 
satisfaction  in  reading  as  there  is  in  writing  my 
episdes,  I  must  thank  you  for  yours  of  the  14ti),  the 
contents  of  which,  however,  arr  nut  oi'  a  nature  to 
dispel  the  gloom.  If  the  accounts  from  Spain  are 
true,  I  fear  the  worst  consequences  are  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  introduction  of  Jacobin  principles  in 
that  country ;  and  if  the  army  is  infected,  I  see  no 
means  of  ei-adicating  them.    The  report  of  the  health 
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of  our  aimy  in  the  West  Indies  is  very  alarming,  and 
the  appearance  of  those  battalions  who  sent  their 

flank  companies  and  detachments  of  picked  men  to 
form  that  army,  marks  very  strongly  the  impolicy  of 
the  measure.  Of  this  the  38th  Regiment,  and  some 
others  I  ^uld  mention,  are  distressing  instances. 

Have  yon  read  tlie  Prince  of  Cubourg's  proclamation, 
in  which  he  imputes  the  calamities  which  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  ignoranoCi  pfusillanimity,  and  vil- 
lainy of  certain  people  round  a  certain  weak,  silly 
Sovereign,  to  the  unfortunate  deserted  people  of  the 
Netherlands  ?  It  is  the  most  impudent  paper  that 
ever  was  published,  and  in  my  opinion  cuts  off  every 
hope  of  cordial  co-operation,  by  which  alone  offensive 
measures  and  forward  movements  can  be  rendered 
practicable;  in  short,  it  completes  the  measure  of 
infamy,  for  it  tells  the  inhabitants  between  the  Meuse 
and  the  Rhine,  that  if  they  do  not  give  all  they  have, 
their  gracious  Sovereign  is  resolved  to  plunder  and 
then  abandon  them :  of  the  possibility  of  whidi  mea- 
sure th^  brethren  in  the  Low  Countries  furnish 
them  a  recent  example. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  when  I  have  wherewithal  to 
make  my  letters  palatable.  In  the  meantime,  re- 
member it  is  an  act  of  charity  to  hesto^  half  an  hour 
on  yours,  &c. 
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The  j)roclamation  was  addressed  to  the  Giermanic 
circles,  and  it  told  them  that :  > 

'  "  The  mexhaustible  resources  of  France,  its  iimu- 

merable  cohorts,  the  inactivity  of  a  blinded  people 
(the  Belgians)  who  would  not  listen  to  the  paternal 
voice  of  their  good  Prince,  and  the  secret  practices 

of  some  of  their  ambitious  representatives,  are  the 
causes  which  have  forced  the  Imperial  armies  to 
reteeat. 

*  «  •  • 

"  If,  like  the  inhabitants  of  the  Belgian  Provinces, 
they  should  suffer  themselves  to  be  misled  by  secret 
seducers,  he  and  his  army  should  be  obliged  to  pass 
the  Rhine,  and  leave  them  a  prey  to  their  enemies^ 

and  tvithdraw  from  them,  without  ceremony,  what- 
ever the  eMmy  might  find  among  them  for  sub- 

On  August  17,  the  Emperor  presented  a  memo- 
rial to  the  circle  of  the  Upper  Rhine,  soliciting  their 
aid,  statii^  that  bis  own  resources  were  utterly 
unequal  to  the  contest,  and  speaking  of  the  King  of 

Prussia  having  received  a  large  subsidy  from  England, 
and  yet  having  never  brought  his  troops  to  act 
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TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Ousterhout,  August  19,  1794. 

I  have  no  good  news  to  send  you  from  this 
quarter.    The  Prince  of  Cobourg^'s  late  proclamation 

has  extinguished  the  glimmering  light  that  I  saw,  or 
fancied  I  saw,  through  the  gloom  that  surrounds  us. 
.It  is  a  most  impudent  pabliication.  His  Serene 
Highness,  after  most  unjustly  imputing  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  the  disasters  and 
disgraces  that  have  marked  the  operations  of  the 
army  under  his  command,  teOs  the  good  people  of 
the  country  between  the  Meusc  and  the  Rhine, 
in  very  j^n  terms,  that  if  they  do  not  give  their 
property  and  thonsdves  to  theur  most  gracious 
Sovereign,  his  Majesty,  with  the  same  paternal  care 
that  he  extended  tosvards  their  brethren  in  the 
Netherlands,  will  rob  and  phmder,  and  then  abandon 
fhem  to  their  enemies.  I  daily  thank  God  I  am  an 
Englishman,  and  pray  that  the  time  may  arrive  when 
it  may  no  longer  be  necessary  for  us  to  have  con- 
nection with  the  fools  and  villains  who  are  playing 
the  principal  parts  on  the  Continent  of  Europe.  I 
have  long  been  of  opinion  that  we  have  more  to 
apprehend  from  the  misconduct  and  duplicity  of 
tho$e  whom  we  call  our  iriends^  than  from  the 
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proweM  of  our  eneiiiies.  The  proof  is,  that  in  all 
parte  where  we  acted  hy  oundves  we  have  been 

successful ,  ilit  reverse  has  been  tin  ca^c  m  every 
iiistance  where  we  have  relied  un  others.  You  will 
peroehre  I  am  rather  bitter  on  this  solject ;  but  the 
miaeries  I  have  witnessed,  and  the  little  probability  I 
see  of  their  being  redressexl,  and  the  impudence  with 
>vhich  certain  people  come  forward  who  ought  to 
sink  in  their  own  imbecility  (if  nothing  worse),  1 
confess  excites  my  indignation. 


TO  COLON£L  SIR  U£W  DALRYMPLE. 

Head-Quarters, 
Ousterhout,  August  19,  1794. 

The  enemy  have  augmented  their  force  in  our 
fkont,  and  made  several  movements  within  these  last 

five  or  six  dii)s.  Their  band  was  generally  to  their 
right,  and  at  one  time  we  were  assured  they  were 
marching  with  their  whole  force  on  Maestricht.  The 
day  before  yesterday  we  discovered  that  the  move- 
ment to  their  riglit  was  made  (probably  to  deceive 
us)  with  about  6000  men,  and  that  their  main 
force  still  continued  in  our  front.  That  day  a 
sergeant  of  the  16th  Light  Dragoons  deserted. 
Yesterday  the  enemy  attacked  nearly  all  the  advanced 
posts  of  our  and  the  Dutch  army.    They  penetrated 
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betweea  AJphen  and  Cham,  and  had  an  opportunity 
of  making  a  few  discharges  at  our  cavalry,  from 

some  field-pieces,  before  they  were  driven  back.  In 
the  evening  we  re-occupied  all  our  advanced  posts, 
and  the  enemy  has  this  morning  retired  firom  before 
our  right.  They  appear  to  have  carried  all  thdr  force 
to  our  left,  which  is  certainly  the  point  on  which  we 
have  most  to  apprehend.  We  had  thoughts  of 
moving  when  the  sergeant  deserted,  and  it  was 
probably  from  his  infbrma^on  that  this  general 
reconnaissance  originated.  They  may  have  various 
views  on  our  left,  or  they  may  only  mean  to 
mask  US,  whQe  they  are  carrying  on  some  serious 
operation  against  the  Austrians  on  the  Meuse.  The 
changes  in  their  goyeroment  appear  to  have  no 
influence  on  their  military  proceedings.  I  suppose, 
however,  that  Barrfere  cannot  survive  many  weeks, 
and  on  his  fall  I  think  there  will  be  room  for  a 
party  of  a  different  complexion.  In  the  meantime,  if 
some  vigorous  steps  are  not  hastily  adopted,  Valen- 
ciennes and  Condi  nrast  fiiD;  and  with  them  our 
only  hopes  of  regaining  our  frontier  this  year.  The 
Prince  of  Cobourg's  last  proclamation  surely  is  very 
little  calculated  to  give  spirit  and  confidence,  either  to 
the  people  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  or  to  those 
unfortunate  victims  of  Austrian  policy,  who  have 
been  so  cruelly  abandoned  to  their  enemies. 

Some  Danish  officers  in  the  service  of  Hesse- 

X 
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Cassel,  have  received  orders  to  leave  this  army 
directly,  the  reason  assigned  being  a  rupture  between 
Great  Britain  and  Denmark.  In  that  case,  TinH  not 
considerations  for  the  safety  of  Hanover  have  a 
material  influence  on  the  future  operations  of  our 
army?  I  lament  most  sinoerdy  to  hear  the  news 
from  the  West  Indies;  sudi  a  finale  to  the  cam* 
paign  is  melancholy  indeed.  I  feel  much  in  a 
public  point  of  view>  and  much  far  my  old  friends 
of  the  Welch  Fusileers,  many  of  whom,  I  fear,  have 
fallen  victims  to  the  yellow  fever.  It  is  not  from 
you  alone  I  learn  the  i'a\  rigt  s  that  disorder  has  made 
in  our  army.  I  fear  they  are  hardly  adequate  to  the 
defence  of  their  conquest,  which,  unless  powerful  rein- 
forcements are  sent,  will  be  in  the  utmost  danger. 

Sluys  still  holds  out.  I  he^ir  ilie  enemy  have  lost 
many  men  in  an  unsuccessful  storm,  aiid  suffer  much 
from  sidmess ;  while  the  garrison  is  healthy,  has  lost 
very  few  men,  and  has  no  idea  of  surrendering.  I 
believe  a  Joint  expedition  is  to  be  undertaken  for  their 
relief. 

Something  is  in  agitation  in  the  enemy's  camp. 
Whether  the  blow  is  to  be  struck  at  us  or  at  the 
Prince  of  Cobourg,  to-morrow  or  next  day  will  pro- 
bably decide. 


August  28. — The  enemy  made  a  general  attack 
on  the  outposts.    Before  noon,  they  carried  and 
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established  themselves  at  the  post  of  Strybecik. 

From  the  force  thoy  showed,  it  appeared  to  be  their 
iTitention  to  attad^  our  camp ;  and  from  the  direction 
of  their  columns,  it  was  evid^tly  their  plan  to  torn 
our  left.  In  the  evening,  bis  Royal  Highness 
assembled  a  council  of  war,  where  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  that,  as  the  object  of  the  position  of 
Ousterfaout — namely^  ghdi^  time  to  tiie  Dutdi  to 
put  Breda  and  Gertroydenberg  in  a  state  of  defence, 
was  accomplished,  it  would  be  imprudent  to  risk  an 
action  in  the  position,  and  f^vt  to  the  enemy  the 
possibility  of  cutting  our  communication  with  Bois* 
le-Duc.  The  army  marched  at  night,  having  been 
previously  joined  by  the  Hessians  (detached  on  the 
7th  instant),  and  the  next  day.  In  the  afternoon, 
encamped  with  their  right  to  the  village  of  Gien' 
bergc.   His  Rnydl  Highness's  quarters  are  at  Helwiit. 

August  30. — The  next  day,  we  continued  our 
march,  and  encamped  on  the  river  Aa,  having  the 
village  of  Heeswyk  in  front  of  our  right*  Head* 
quarters  at  Uden. 

August  31. — ^News  arrived  that  his  Serene  High- 
ness the  Frinoe  of  Saxe-Cobomg  had  ie»gned  the 
command  of  the  Imperial  army,  which  devolved  on 
Count  Clairfayt  as  senior  officer. 

General  Beaulieu  axrived  at  Uden« 
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TO  HIS  SI8IBB. 

Head-Quarters, 
Otutorlumt,  Angart  28^  1794. 

•  #  *  * 

The  last  week  of  our  residence  at  Ousterhout  was 
enlivened  by  the  return  of  the  Princesses  of  Orange 
to  Breda.  They  dined  twice  with  the  Duke;  and 
you  win  think  they  inherit  some  of  the  wariike  spirit 

of  their  great  ancestor  when  I  t^ll  you  that  they 
waited,  on  Wednesday,  till  the  reports  were  received 
from  the  outposts^  and  then  came  over  to  Ouster- 
hout, and  passed  in  review  the  whole  army,  which 

was  under  arms  for  the  purpose.  In  tin:  cvciuiig, 
they  went  as  £^  as  Gertruydenberg,  on  their  way  to 
the  Hague. 

We  left  with  regret  our  fcnrmer  camp.  The 

village  where  we  had  our  heafl-quarters  was  very 
convenient;  and  owing  to  the  bowers  and  walks 
which  the  men  had  made  round  their  tents,  the 
camp  had  become  quite  a  beautiful  object,  and,  what 
was  of  more  consequence,  the  wells  we  had  sunk 
furnished  to  us  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  water,  a 
circumstance  not  very  usual  in  this  country.  You 
win  perhaps  be  surprised  to  hear  that  I  am  now 
quartered  in  a  nunnery,  but  you  will  recollect  that 
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Uden  and  the  country  round  it  belong  to  the  £lector 
Palatiae. 

You  win  probably  bave  beard  that  tbe  Prince  of  ^ 
Saxe-Cobourg  has  resigned  the  command  of  the 
Imperial  army.    Who  is  to  succeed  him  in  that  very 
arduous  office  is  not  certain ;  but,  at  pnesent,  General 
Count  Clair&yt  has  the  command* 

There  is  a  report  that  Sluys  is  relieved,  the  con- 
firmation of  which  we  anxiously  expect.  I  shall 
rejoice  at  any  check  that  is  given  to  the  unparalleled 
sucqess  of  the  PVench.  I  hope  I  have  written  intel* 
ligibly;  but  my  friend  Clinton*  iuu>  been  all  the 
time  chattermg  at  my  dhow,  and  joins  me  in 
love,  &C. 

TO  COLON  BL  SIR  HEW  DALRTMPLB. 

Uden,  August  31«  1794. 
*  #  *  « 

We  have  left  Breda  and  Gertruydenberg  in  a  state 

that  precludes  any  apprehension  from  a  sudden 
attack;  and  I  cannot  suppose  the  enemy  will  dare 
to  sit  down  before  either  while  we  are  thus  in  a 
position  for  their  rdief ;  but  had  I  been  the  director, 
I  should  have  preferred  a  position  with  my  left  on 
Fort  Isabel,  and  my  right  (covered  by  some  closed 

*  Sir  lieiiry  Clinton. 
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redoubts)  exteodiog  on  the^plam,  to  the  one  we  at 
present  occupy » the  town  of  Bois-le-Duc  always 
giving  me  the  string  of  tiie  bow  if  the  enemy  made 

any  attempt  on  the  Marais  de  Peek. 

*  *  •  * 

TO  HIS  EXCBLLENCT  LORD  ST.  HELENS. 

Udcn,  AugOM^  31»  1794. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  made  an 
attack,  which  was  nearly  a  general  one,  on  all  the 
outposts  of  his  Royal  Highnesses  army,  as  well  as  on 
those  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange.  Before 
noon,  the  enemy  had  carried  and  eotablished  them- 
selves at  the  post  of  Strybeck ;  and  from  the  strength 
of  their  columns  and  their  direction,  it  was  evident 
that  they  were  advancing  in  very  considerable  force, 
with  a  view  to  attack  our  camp,  and  gain  our  left 
flank.   The  reports  of  various  deserters  confirmed 
this  conjecture,  and  made  the  strength  of  the  enemy 
amount  to  upwards  of  60,000  men.    In  the  even- 
ing, his  Royal  Highness  held  a  council  of  war, 
where  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  great 
object  for  whicli  we  took  the  position  of  Ousterhout 
— ^namely,  giving  time  to  the  Dutch  to  put  Breda 
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and  Gerlraydenbeig  in  a  state  of  defence— 4)eiiig 
acoompiKshed,  it  ^uld  be  imprudent  to  risk  an 

action  in  tins  poMtion,  :nid  to  render  it  possible  for 
tJoti  enemy  to  cut  our  communication  with  Bois-Ie- 
Duc»  the  coDsequenoe  of  which,  in  case  of  defeat^ 
must  have  been  a  retreat  through  the  lines  of  Ger- 
truydenberg,  which,  with  so  numerous  a  cuvalrv  and 
artillery,  must  have  been  a  measure  of  great  ditfi- 
Golty,  and  under  such  circumstances^  would  probably 
have  been  attended  with  oonaderahle  loss;  and  it 
would  have  confined,  for  some  days,  the  operations  of 
the  only  army  which,  at  this  critical  moment,  can  be 
relied  on  for  the  protection  of  the  Be|mb]ic. 

Accordingly,  we  marched  on  the  in^lit  of  the 
28th ;  and  the  next  day,  at  noon,  we  encamped  to  the 
eastward  of  the  viUage  of  Giersberge.  We  continued 
our  mardi  yesterday  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon 
took  a  camp  on  the  river  Aa,  having  the  village  of 
Heeswyk  in  the  front  of  our  right.  Our  position  is 
not  exactly  the  one  which  was  formerly  intended, 
his  Royal  Highness  being  of  opinion  that  while  the 
Austrians  are  at  Weerdt,  our  present  position  is  better 
calculated  for  keeping  up  a  communication  with 
tfaem  than  &e  proposed  onei,  which  can,  at  any  tim^ 
be  occupied  in  a  fern  hours  by  throwing  back  our  left. 
One  of  our  advanced  posts  is  at  Helmond.  This 
morement  has  been  effected  without  interruption 
from  the  eneoiy. 
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Both  Breda  aod  Gertraydeaberg  are  in  such  a 
state  as  to  leave  no  room  far  apprehensbn  from  any 

sudden  attack ;  and  I  cannot  suppose  the  enemy  will 
dare  to  sit  down  before  either  while  we  remain  so 
d  pofide  far  their  relief. 

The  apprehensions  which  his  Royal  liigtiness 
entertained  for  his  lefi  flank  are,  we  find,  fully 
justified  by  the  enony's  having  advanced  a  con- 
siderable  corps  to  Loemd,  from  whence  they  had 
made  strong  detachments  of  cavalry  to  Einhoven. 


September  I.  —  Head-quarters  moved  to  Ber- 
licom. 

September  4.-^Mr.  Wyndham,  the  Secretsiy-at- 
War,  arrived  at  Berlicom, 


TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

Head-Quarters, 
Berlicom*  September  5,  1794. 

Before  you  reoem  this,  tJie  disagreeable  news  of 
the  surrender  of  Sbys  will  have  reached  you.  The 

effect  this  event  may  have  in  the  States  of  the 
Republic,  particularly  in  Zealand,  is  very  obvious; 
but  a  much  heavier  cakunil^  makes  us  almost  forget 
this  loss,  though  in  itself  of  great  importance. 
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Yesterday  we  received  the  oonfirmation  of  a 

rumour  which  had  reached  us  some  days  before, 
viz.,  that  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  Valen- 
cteDnes  and  Coad^.  The  terms  under  which  they 
were  surrendered  were,  that  the  garrison  shoidd 
march  out  with  the  iionours  of  war,  and  retire  into 
their  own  country,  and  serve  do  more  during  the 
present  war.  The  loss  of  ammumtion  and  artiUery, 
and  particularly  of  artillerymen,  is  very  great.  We 
have  lost  stores  to  a  great  amount,  which  were  left  in 
Conde,  and  the  Dutch  a  large  quantity  of  artillery 
which  thqr  had  lent  to  the  Austrians.  Till  this 
time,  I  have  entertained  a  hope,  and  have  seen  the 
possibility  and  probability,  of  our  being  able,  by 
a  united  and  vigorous  forward  movement,  to  repair 
the  losses  of  the  former  part  of  the  campaign ;  and 
though  I  was  not  sanguine  enough  to  look  forward 
to  any  conquest,  I  thought  we  might  re-establish 
ourselves  before  winter  on  our  former  frontier.  I 
confess  this  last  calamity  has  extinguished  all  my 
hope.  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  those  whose  abilities 
and  experience  enable  them  to  form  a  more  just 
estimate  of  our  situation,  see  things  in  a  different 
point  of  view;  and  I  shall  with  the  most  heartfelt 
satisfaction  retract  an  opuiion  which  I  give  you  with 
the  deepest  concern. 

Mr.  Wyndham  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  will 
stay  about  a  week.   I  wish  I  could  have  an  hour's 
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conversation  with  you,  for  I  have  many  things  at 
this  time  tfaati  should  wish  to  mention  to  you»  which 
I  dare  not  trust  to  paper. 

TO  COLONSL  SIR  HEW  OALRYMPLE. 

Head- Quarters, 
Berllcom,  Septembers,  1794. 

You  will  have  heard  that  Shiys  has  surrendered. 
The  Dutch  Goyemor  did  himself  much  honour  hy 

insisting  that  the  Hanoverians  of  his  garrison  should 
he  included  in  the  capitulation.  He  was  at  first 
strenuously  opposed  hy  the  hsrharian  1^0  com- 
manded the  siege. 

The  rumour  we  have  had  lor  some  days  of  the 
surrender  of  Valendennes  and  Cond^  was  yesterday 
confirmed.  Thdr  loss  at  this  critical  moment  is, 
in  my  opinion,  most  decisive,  and  extinguishes  tht; 
hope  I  have  long  entertained,  that  by  a  united, 
vigorous  forwaid  moyement»  we  might  regain  the 
losses  of  the  former  part  of  the  campaign,  and  hefore 
winter,  re-establish  ourselves  on  the  Scheldt. 

A  letter  bearing  such  dismal  tidings  cannot  be  too 
short.  Adieu. 
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MVKRSES  OK  THE  ALLIES — SBCRBT  TJNDEKSTANITIKO  BErW'EEN  FRANCE 

AVD  AUSTRIA  DFFKNCELESS  STATE  OF  HOLLAND  TflE   HU1TI«H  BK- 

TRF.AT  ON  GRAAYE  LIEOTBN  ANT-COLON  EL     WESLEY     ENGAolD  — 

OPERATIONS  OV  THE  BRITISH  8URKKNDBR  Or  BOIS-LE-DUC  TO  TUK 

VRBNCH — POSITION  AT  NTMEOEN. 

CoLONBL  Caltbrt's  letters  show  the  grief  and 
indignation  felt  at  the  British  head-quarters,  and  felt 
the  most  keenly  by  the  best  informed,  on  account 
of  the  disgraceful  reverses  attending  the  arms  of  the 
Allies^  and  the  calainities  brought  on  the  unhappy 
inhabitants  by  the  conduct  of  those  who  ought  to 
have  been  their  defenders.  Austria  sought  only  her 
own  aggrandizement  This  motire  had  led  her  to 
appropriate  the  captured  fortresses  of  Valendennes 
and  Conde ;  and  how  dearly  the  French  saw  through 
these  transactions,  may  appear  from  the  comments  of 
thdr  own  General,  Maresoot : 

"  A  la  fin  du  rapport  que  le  g^n^ral  Marescot  fit 
sur  la  prise  de  Valenciennes  et  de  Cond^,  le  lende- 
.main  m^me  de  la  capitulation  de  ceite  demi^  place, 
on  trouve  les  r^exions  suivantes.    Ainsi  se  sont 
^vanouics  coiiuiie  un  songe  les  speculations  ambi- 
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tieuses  que  ]es  pdsssDoes  coalis^es  avoieat  fidtes 
oontre  la  FVanoe.    Sous  le  pr^texfte  de  secourir  la 

lamille  des  Bourbons,  elles  en  voulurent  d^vorer 
Fh^ritage.  Si  TBrnpereur  n'e4t  pas  arme  et  com- 
battu  pour  ses  propres  mt^r^ts,  ei^t-il  d^pens^  aux 
quatre  places  que  nous  venons  de  lui  reprendre,  des 
sommes  immenses  qui  se  sont  elevees  jusqu'a  plu- 
sieurs  millions,  pour  mettre  dans  I'^tat  k  plus  floris- 
sant  leun  fortificatioDS  et  leors  b&timeDS  mflitaires; 
d^penses  qui  ont  ^te  jusqu'k  raser  des  montagnes  qui 
cornrnaiidaient  leurs  remparts.  Si  FEmpereur  eut 
eu  rinteutioii  de  remettre  ces  places,  n'y  e(it-il  pas 
^bli  pour  oommandans  des  scagneurs  fiw^ais  6nu- 
gr^s.  Y  e(kt-il  fait  rendre  la  justice  en  son  nom? 
Entin  eut-il  fait  graver  avec  tant  de  soin  ses  armes 
sur  toutes  les  portes  ?  U  est  ais^  de  condure  de  tout 
oeci  que  les  puissances  coalisfe  a*ont  pour  but,  dans 
la  guerre  cruelle  qu'elles  nous  font,  que  de  d^membrer 
la  France,  et  de  la  partager  entre  elles.  Mais  la 
Constance,  le  courage,  les  moyens  sup^rieurs  des  Fran- 
9ais  triompheront  de  tous  ks  obstacles.  La  premiere 
nation  du  monde  ne  souffrira  point  que  son  ten  ituire 
soit  envahi  on  ddmembre,  et  au  milieu  des  orages  de 
la  guerre  la  plus  tenrible  et  d'une  revolution  sans 
exemple,  elle  saura  maintenir,  avec  calme  et  Hbert^, 
le  genre  de  gouvemement  qu'elle  croira  le  plus  propre 
k  assurer  sa  gloire  et  sa  prosp^rit^." 

The  French  did  vindicate  the  glory  of  France,  and 
as  soon  as  Austria  perceived  that  she  could  not  retain 
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her  Plemish  territories  without  a  severe  and  doubtful 

struggle,  she  at  once  abandoned  them  and  her  Allies, 
and  turned  her  views  towards  acquisitions  nearer 
home. 

This  is  the  true  due  to  the  disastrous  histray, 

the  progress  of  which  Colond  Calvert  watched  with 
such  bitter  vexation. 

What  would  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  British 
commander  and  his  army,  had  they  known  that 
which  the  faithful  page  of  history  rc^cords — that  the 
reverses  of  the  allied  arms,  the  loss  of  the  fortresses^ 
the  misery  inflicted  on  the  countries  that  wero  the 

» 

seat  of  war,  the  defeat  of  our  own  army,  so  small  in 

comparison  with  that  of  the  enemy,  were  all  the  result 
of  concert  and  understanding  between  the  Cabinet  of 
Vienna  and  that  of  Paris  ?   Alison  says : 

**  The  Imperial  Government  desired  an  accommo- 
dation>  in  order  to  concentrate  their  armies  and  atten- 
tion on  Pdand. 

•  «  «  * 

*'  They  had  definitely  determined  on  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  Belgian  Provinces,  and  were  now  only 
desirous  of  extricating  themselves  from  a  contest  in 
which  neither  honour  nor  profit  was  to  be  obtained. 
A  secret  understanding  m  consequence  took  place 
between  Cobourg  and  the  French  Generds,  tlie  con- 
ditions of  which  were,  that  the  Austrians  should  not 
be  disquieted  in  thev  retreat  to  the  Rhine ;  and  the 
Republicans  should  be  permitltd,  without  molestation, 
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to  reduce  the  few  greal  fortresses  whidi  had  been 
arrested  from  the  Republic  in  the  preceding  and  pre- 

scut  ciiiiipaigns." 

While  the  Austrian  Govenunent  pursued  the  mea* 
sures  which  it  considered  the  most  advantageous  for 
its  interests,  altogether  irrespective  of  the  welfare  of 
its  Flemibii  subjects,  and  its  Allies,  Dutch  or  British, 
the  national  characteristic  of  the  Dutch  concurred 
with  the  little  popularity  of  the  House  of  Orange  in 
fiivouring  the  French  invaders. 

Colonel  Calvert  never  ceased  to  insist  on  tiie 
absolute  necessity  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch 
Government  and  army,  as  well  as  on  that  his  own, 
ill  order  to  aiford  any  chance  of  successfully  resisting 
the  French;  but  his  urgent  remonstrances  do  not 
appear  to  have  had  any  effect  in  obtaining  either  more 
precautbn  and  prepsnition  against  danger,  or  more 
vigour  in  meeting  it. 

The  most  obvious  means  of  defending  their  country 
were  neglected  by  the  Dutch.  Their  fortified  places 
were  not  repaired  ;  plans  of  the  frontier,  the  seat  of 
war,  were  not  made ;  trustworthy  intelligeiicc  was  not 
conveyed  to  head-quarters;  their  fortresses  were 
feebly  defended,  nor  do  they  appear  to  have  opposed 
any  effectual  resistance  in  the  field  to  the  enemy 
invading  their  territory.  The  Austriaus  were  retreat- 
ing to  the  Rhine.  The  French  army  was  amply 
provided  with  arms  and  stores  of  every  sort,  taken  in 
the  Flemish  and  Dutch  fortresses;  and  the  corps 
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hitherto  engaged  in  these  sieges  now  swelled  the 
hosts  advancing  against  Clair&yt  and  the  Duke  of 
York. 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  LORD  ST.  HELENS. 

Head-Quarters, 
Berlicom,  September  9»  1794. 

I  have  to  thank  your  Lordship  for  two  letters,  the 
latter  of  wliich  was  delivered  by  the  Baron  de  Rolle« 
to  whom  I  shall  with  much  ptleasure  show  every 
civility  and  attention  in  my  power. 

As  bad  news  is  sure  to  make  its  way  fast  enough, 
I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  you  with  a 
letter  im  recaving  the  mekndioly  inteUigenoe  of  the 
surrender  of  Cond^  and  Valenciennes ;  I  confess  I 
cannot  but  iouk  on  this  misfortune,  at  this  critical 
juncture,  as  the  most  heavy  that  could  have  befallen 
v»,  and  it  will  require  all  the  ability,  unanimity,  and 
force  we  can  hring  forward  to  avert  the  evil  conse- 
quences that  may  naturally  be  expected  to  result 
from  it. 

There  appears  to  have  been  no  great  change  dther 
in  the  strength  or  position  of  the  enemy  in  our  front 

for  some  days.  Their  main  army  occupies  a  position, 
the  right  of  which  is  near  Baerle,  Cham  is  nearly 
their  centre,  and  thebr  left  Ma  back  towards  Zun^ 

dert.  A  considi  ruble  corps  covers  Tumhout,  where 
the  enemy  has  erected  a  hospital.    General  Pichegru 
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has  bis  head-quarteis  at  Hoogstiuten,  whidi  is  covered 
by  a  corps  of  4000  men,  and  from  tbe  best  accounts 

we  can  obtain,  I  should  imagine  the  whole  force  of 
bis  army  amounts  to  about  40)000.  A  report  we 
received  yesterday  mentions  tbat  a  corps  of  8000 
men,  wbidi  was  destined  for  the  maritime  part  of 
Flanders,  received  a  counter-order  at  Loenhout,  and 
are  returned  to  join  the  main  army  under  Piehegru. 

It  appears  tbat  the  troops  engaged  in  tbe  reduc* 
tion  of  Sbiys,  are  those  formerly  destined  for  em- 
barkation at  Dunkirk ;  these,  joined  to  a  considerable 
detachment  which  marched  from  Ghent,  form  the 
corps  which  smnmoned  the  fortresses  of  Hnlst^  Sas 
de  Gand,  and  PhiDipine,  on  tbe  3 let  of  August. 
The  main  bod)  of  the  army  is  encamped  at  Kapricke, 
their  advanced  posts  occupy  Assenede  and  Zeldeii 
Zat,  from  whence  they  patrole  up  to  tbe  gates  of 
Sas  de  Gand.  The  troops  have  formed  a  new  road 
from  Kapncke  to  Basscvelde,  which,  it  is  reported, 
will  be  the  head-quarters,  for  the  purpose  of  canying 
on  tbe  sieges  of  PhiOipine  and  Sas  de  Gand  at  tbe 
Sciuic  time.  The  heavy  artillery  having  been  moved 
on  the  27th  and  the  2bth  of  last  month  from  Ypres 
towards  Ghent,  gives  a  degree  of  credibility  to  this ' 
report  It  appears  to  be  the  enemy's  intentbn  to 
retain  the  country  they  have  acquired,  for  they  are 
formnig  a  new  canal  from  Zuydcote  to  Fumes,  which 
will  be  navigable  in  the  course  of  this  month,  and  is 
calculated  to  focilitate  the  communication  between 
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Dunku^  and  Nieuport.  The  enemy  is  likewise 
engaged  in  repairing  the  fortifications  of  Ypres, 
Menin,  Courtrav,  and  Tournay,  and  is  adding 
rev^ements  of  brick  to  the  works  the  Austrians 
erected  this  and  the  last  year. 

The  army  employed  in  the  neighbonrhood  of 
Valenciennes  and  Conde,  under  the  orders  of 
)  General  Bonneau,  which  amounted  to  nearly  40,000 
men,  after  leaving  small  garrisons  in  these  fortresses, 
is  directed  to  move  forward,  with  a  view,  it  is  con- 
jectured, of  acting  on  the  Mcuse. 

The  taxes  in  Brabant  and  Flanders,  which  had 
been  suspended  by  Richard,  Repr^sentaat  du  Peupie, 
are  re-established  and  doubled  by  a  decree  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  Independent  of  these 
permanent  taxes,  every  province  is  ordered  to  pay 
into  their  treasury  ten  millions  of  Hvres  in  spede  or 
buUion  by  the  7th  of  this  month.  Your  lordship 
will  concur  with  me  in  regretting  that  the  events  of 
the  campaign  have  given  to  tiie  enemy  the  oppor« 
tunity  of  drawing  such  resources  from  this  nnfor-- 
tunate  country,  and  I  hope  that  all  parties  will  now 
see  the  absoiute  necessity  of  infusing  all  the  eneigy 
possible  into  the  operations  of  the  Allies  in  Flanders. 


September  10. — ^The  enemy  drove  in  the  Datch 
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posts  at  Helwirt,  and  showed  Uiemsdves  in  front  of 
our  outposts. 

September  12. — patrole  from  BoxteL  captured 
two  of  the  French  Etat-Major  at  Oosterwyk. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  LORD  ST.  HELENS. 

Head -Quarters, 
Berlicom,  September  13,  1/94. 

The  day  before  yesterday  the  enony  attacked  the 
Dutch  picket,  at  Helwirt,  and  drove  them  into  Fort 

Isabel :  the  same  dav  thcv  showed  themselves  in  front 
of  our  advanced  posts,  aud  had  various  skirmishes 
with  our  light  troops. 

A  patrole  which  was  yesterday  made  from  Boxtd, 
proceeded  to  Oosterwyk,  where  they  were  fortunate 
enough  to  capture  two  officers  of  the  £tat-Major. 
The  rqNut  they  make  is  as  foflows :  The  army  under 
General  Pichegni's  immediate  orders  is  divided  into 
four  columns,  of  which  one,  consisting  of  about  8000 
or  10,000  men,  is  left  to  keep  the  garrison  of  Breda 
in  dieck.  Pichegru  was  yesterday  in  march  with  the 
other  three,  and  wai>  expected  to  take  his  head- 
quarters at  Oosterwyk  last  night :  this  force  they 
estimate  at  about  50,000  men.  He  does  not 
appear  to  be  so  well  provided  with  artifleiy  as  their 
aiiiuos  usually  arc,  but  he  has  a  heavy  train  at 
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Mafines.   The  corps  engaged  in  the'  Teductkm  of 
Valenciennes  and  Conde  consisted  of  nearly  50,000 
men.    They  are  noiarchmg  in  three  divisions^  two  of 
which  are  destined  to  act  on  the  Meuse,  and  one  is 
expected  very  shortly  to  join  Pidiegni.  The 
prisoners  assure  us  that  Pichegru's  orders  to  attack 
his  Royal  Highness  are  positive.    They  inform  us 
that  a  considerable  embarkation  of  troops  has 
taken  place  at  Dunkirk   and  Ostend,  but  this 
latter  information  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  hearsay. 
The  reports  from  the  outposts  this  morning  in- 
duce us  to  imagine  that  ^e  enemy  have  made 
a  retrograde  mavLinent — at  least,  they  huvc  not 
advanced.    If  their  intention  is  realiy  to  attack  us, 
they  will  probably  not  choose  to  cross  the  Dommel 
and  the  Aa  in  our  front,  but  will  rather  move  upon 
Helmond,  and  there  cross  the  Aa,  which  they  will 
make  an  appui  for  their  left  during  their  march 
towards  us ;  or  dse»  they  will  make  a  sudden  attempt 
on  Gr^e-ooeur.   The  south-west  face  of  the  latter  is 
rendered  very  attackable  by  the  operation  of  a  dyke 
run  across  the  branch  of  the  Aa  (which  naturally 
forms  the  wet  ditch  of  the  fortress)  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  the  inundation  of  Bois-le-Duc.  Had 
the  dyke  been  formed  below,  instead  of  above 
Cr^ve^ccEur,  I  conceive  the  inundation  of  both  the 
fortresses  would  have  been  effected  at  the  same 
time. 

Y  2 
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I  have  waited  on  General  Doughlas  who  com- 
maDds  at  fioi&-le-DuCy  by  his  Royal  Highness's 
order,  to  represent  to  bim  that,  owiog  to  the  change 
of  language  and  other  circumstances,  I  am  appre- 
hcDsive  that  our  intellig^use  may  be  very  defective, 
and  to  request  his  assistance  in  procuiiiig  some  new 
channels  of  information.  General  DoogUas  assured 
me  that  he  was  very  vviliiiig  to  give  us  any  assist- 
ance in  his  power ;  but  that  the  disafiection  of  the 
people  in  this  part  of  the  country  was  so  great,  that  ^ 
it  was  entirdy  out  of  lus  power  to  be  of  any  sernoe 
to  us  in  the  present  instance. 

I  need  not  represent  to  you  how  very  essential  it 
is  that  our  intdl^enoe  should  be  good  at  this  time, 
and  I  request  the  favour  of  you  to  be  so  kind  as  to 
interest  youi-beh'  in  procuring  us  Dutch  agents  for 
that  purpose,  if  possible.  Theneglectof  our  Allies  on 
this  subject  renders  it  more  necessary  for  us  to  bestow 
on  it  the  utmost  attention.  I  beg  your  lordship  will 
be  good  enough  to  direct  any  messengers  or  travellers 
to  take  the  route  of  fiommel  instead  of  Heusden, 
the  latter  not  being  safe,  while  the  enemy  conttnue  in 
such  force  between  Breda  and  Bois-le-Duc. 


September  14. — In  the  afternoon  the  enemy 

passed  the  river  Doinmel,  and  attacked  and  cairied 
the  post  of  Boxtel,  occupied  by  our  light  troops, 
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under  General  DQring.    The  enemy  passed  at 

Michel  Gistcl,  and  advanced  towards  our  posts  on 
the  Aa,  particularly  towards  Middelrode. 

September  l5.^At  midnight.  General  Aher- 
cromby  marohed  with  the  reserve  of  the  army,  for 
the  purpose  of  provinp^  the  real  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  of  re-estabUshing  the  outposts,  if  possible.  The 
General  approached  to  within  half  a  league  of  both 
tiie  posts  of  Boxtel  and  Michel  Gistd;  but  finding 
the  enemy  advancing  in  great  force,  he  retreated 
with  his  corps  by  Middelrode  to  camp.  The 
accounts  we  received  from  deserters  and  prisonere, 
made  the  enemy's  numbers  amount  to  about  80,000 
men;  and  stated  that  Pichegru  was  moving  his 
columna  towards  our  lefti  under  cover  of  the  attacks 
made  on  our  outposts.  Upon  the  assurance  of 
this  intelligence,  his  Royal  Highiu  ss  resolved  on 
breaking  up  his  camp^  and  gave  the  necessary 
orders  for  effecting  a  retreat  upon  Cbaave  during 
the  night.  The  army  began  to  move  in  two 
columns,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  nine  the 
rear-guard»  under  General  Abercromby,  with  the 
reserve  and  outposts,  left  the  camp. 


''On  the  1st  of  Sq>tember/'  says  Captain  Jones, 
in  his  campaign  of  1794,  *Uhe  Duke  of  York 

changed   iiis  head-quarters  to  Berlicom,  and  the 
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army  remained  unmolested  in  their  camp  until  the 
I44h,  when  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  aU  the 

Duku's  outposts  along  the  Dommel ;  and  that  at 
Boxtel,  which  was  the  most  advanced,  was  forced, 
with  considerahle  loss  to  the  Hesse-Darmstadt 
troops,  who  occupied  it.  As  the  line  of  outposts 
on  the  Dommel  could  not  be  maintained  while  the 
enemy  were  in  possession  of  Boxtel,  the  Duke  found 
it  necessary  to  regain  it  if  poesiUe,  as  without  that  . 
post  his  position  near  Beriioom  would  not  be  tenable. 

"  He  therefore,  on  the  1 5th,  ordered  Lieutenant- 
general  Abercromby  to  march  with  the  reserve  to 
regain  the  position;  but  on  his  arrival  there,  he 
found  the  enemy  in  so  great  force,  that  he  could 
not  attack  them,  and  he  was  obliged  to  retire ;  for 
General  Pichegru  had  not  laid  siege  to  Breda»  as 
was  supposed,  but  made  a  forced  march  with  his 
whole  army,  and  intended  on  the  next  day,  to  attack 
the  left  of  the  British  with  80,000  men. 

*'The  Duke  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  hazard 
an  action  with  so  great  a  disparity  of  numbers, 
for  at  tliat  time  he  could  not  muster  20,000  tighting 
men.'' 


This  night  attack  on  Boxtel  will  be  recollected 
with  interest,  when  it  is  known  that  the  illustrious 
Commander,  whose  loss  we  can  never  cease  to 
deplore,  was  then  first  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
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The  editor  remembers  to  have  been  told  by  his 
father,  that  he  rode  up  and  delivered  to  the  Duke 

of  Wellington  his  orders,  the  first  time  that  the 
Duke  went  into  fire,  which  the  editor  beUeves  to 
have  been  on  this  occasion.  In  the  spmg  of 
1850  the  editor  requested  Lord  Charles  WeOesley 
to  ask  the  Duke  whether  that  was  the  case.  The 
Duke  replied  that  Lord  Strafford  could  give  more 
correct  information  on  the  point  than  any  one 
else.  Accordingly,  the  editor  caDed  on  Lord 
Strafford,  taking  with  him  Sir  Harry  Calvert's 
letters  of  the  period,  and  his  maps,  in  order  to  recal 
the  drcumstanoes  as  minutely  as  he  could  to  Lord 
Strafford's  recollection.  When  he  had  read  the 
letters  and  journal,  and  pointed  out  on  the  map  each 
place  mentioned,  and  told  Lord  Strafford  what  Sir 
Harry  Calvert  had  said,  his  lordship  replied  that  he 
recollected  perfectly  what  took  place,  that  the  account 
was  quite  c-orrect,  and  that  about  throe  weeks  before 
the  death  of  Sir  George  Murray,  who  was  a  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  3rd  Regiment  of  Guards  in  1794,  he 
and  Sir  George  and  the  Duke  had  been  talking  over 
the  events  of  the  campaign,  and  that  Sir  George 
reminded  the  Duke  of  the  position  of  the  33rd, 
drawn  up  to  cover  the  retreat,  at  the  end  of  a  lane 
through  which  the  Guards  were  retiring.  The  Duke 
was  then  Lieutenant-colond  Wesley,  commanding 
the  33rd  Regiment,  in  which  Lord  Strafford  was  a 
Lieutenant.    The  regiment  had  left  Cork  in  May, 


328  RSTBEAT  ON  G&AAVE. 

aod  landed  at  Ostend,  whence  they  joined  the  British 
Bimy,  under  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  retreat  was  effected  wxtiiout  bss,  and  the  next 
morning  the  whole  army  crossed  the  Mense  at 
Graave,  except  the  light  troops,  who  remained  in 
front  of  the  town,  under  the  command  of  General 
Hammerstein.  His  Royal  Highness  took  his  quar- 
ters this  night  at  Graave,  and  tiie  army  encamped 
nearly  parallel  to  the  rim,  having  ita  right  near  the 
village  of  V^cfaen. 

September  17. — His  Royal  Higlmcss  moved  to 
the  Chateau  de  Wichcn.  The  Count  d'Artois  arrived 
at  head-quarters. 

September  18. — The  Hessians  are  detadhed  to 
Batenburg,  the  Hanoverians  to  Afferden;  the  54  th 
Regiment  marched  to  Graave;  the  British  Liglit 
Dragoons  crossed  the  mer,  and  encamped  at  Aasdt 
The  outposts  were  drawn  nearer  the  river. 


Coloikd  Calvert  was  sent  by  the  Duke  of  York  to 

communicate  personally  with  General  Clairfayt.  The 
tour  succeeding  letters  refer  to  this  visit  tu  tiio  Aus- 
trian head-quarters.  In  this  expedition  he  was 
aooompanied  by  Mr.  Pelham.* 

*  Mr.  Pelham,  afterwards  Earl  of  Chichester,  was  Irish 
Secretary  with  l4ord  Northingtou  in  1788,  aud  witli  Lord 
Campdeuin  1795,  and  sabeequcntly  Home  Secretary,  Post- 
maater'geiieral  in  1S07.  Died,  1826. 
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TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK. 

Mae8tricht»  September  19»  1794. 

In  consequence  of  the  badness  both  of  the  roads 

and  horses,  we  were  some  hours  longer  on  our 
journey  than  your  Royal  Highness  might  have 
expected.  On  our  arrival  here,  we  found  that 
Count  Merfeldt  was  ill,  and  had  retired  from  the 
army;  but  having  been  fortunate  enough  to  meet 
Count  Orlandiniy  who  has  just  arrived  from  General 
Clair&yt,  and  is  to  remain  in  the  garrison,  it  is  from 
him  that  I  receive  the  information  which  1  have  the 
honour  to  transmit  to  your  Boyal  Highness.  - 

Yesterday  morning  the  enemy  forced  the  post  of 
Durbuy  on  the  Ourte,  and  by  turning  General  La 
Tour's  left,  obliged  him  to  fall  back  on  Herve. 
Upon  this  information,  Count  Clairfayt  thought 
proper  to  mamh  with  his  whole  army.  The  baggage 
has  taken  the  route  of  Rol-IooDuc,  Juliers,  and 
Bercheim.  The  head-quarters  will  this  evening  be 
at  Wiltre,  a  village  between  Aix  and  Rd-le-Duc. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  army  will  folbw  the  route  of 
the  baggage,  and  that  La  Tour  will  fall  back  to-day 
on  Aix-la-Chapelle.  General  Kray  has  orders  to 
throw  into  this  town  this  evening,  dgfat  oomplete 
batta£ons  of  Anstrians,  riz.,  R^ment  de  KeuU, 
Michel  Wallis,  Stein,  and  Wentzel  Culoredo ;  which, » 
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with  five  hundred  cavalry — ^viz.,  hussars  and  Kiratchi 
Light  Horse — ^remain  under  the  orders  of  lieutenant- 
general  Klebeck  and  Major-general  Kempen.  Kray 
himself  joins  the  main  army.  The  Dutch  garrison 
consists  of  1500  men,  after  sending  away  the 
emigrants.  Orlandini  further  informs  us  that  the 
works  are  in  good  repair,  and  that  they  have 
provisions  for  three  months,  hut  that  he  apprehended 
a  fiulure  of  ammunitton ;  he  expects  the  town  will  be 
invested  in  a  very  few  days. 

Mr.  Pelham  joins  me  in  thinking  it  proper  to 
inform  your  Royal  Highness,  that  on  expressing  our 
surprise  that  General  Clau*fayt  did  not  attack  the 
corps  of  the  enemy  which  has  crossed  the  Meuse, 
Count  Orlandini  said,  it  is  generally  believed  that  no 
decisive  orders  on  that  head  had  been  received  irom 
Vienna. 

We  are  this  moment  setting  off  to  follow  the 
head  quarters  of  Count  Clair£siyt,  and  we  conceive 
we  shall  meet  your  Royal  Highness's  wishes  in 
remaining  with  him  till  we  can  in  some  measure 
ascertain  his  Excellency's  intentions.  Count  Orlan- 
dini assures  us  that  the  enemy  are  advanced  in  some 
fom  as  far  as  Stavdot. 
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TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Aix-la-Chapelle,  September  20,  1794. 

The  best  return  that  I  can  make  for  the  letters  I 
am  in  your  debt,  is  to  give  you  some  aoconnt  of  my 
expedition,  whicii,  i'ruia  its  beginning,  promises  to  be 
an  eventful  one.  For  reasons  which  I  assigned  in 
a  letter  I  wrote  my  mother  on  Tuesday  night,  my 
journey  was  deferred ;  but  eaily  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing we  left  head-quarter:;,.  I  say  we,  for  I  am  fortu- 
nate enough  to  have  a  very  agreeable  companion, 
and  a  very  great  assistant  in  the  business  I  am  come 
upon,  in  Mr.  Pelham,  who  aooompanied  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham  on  a  visit  to  his  Royal  Highness.  Owing  to 
the  badness  of  the  roads  and  horses,  we  did  not  arrive 
at  Maestricht  tiQ  yesterday  noon.  The  enemy  being 
in  possession  of  aU  the  country  on  the  other  side  the 
Meuse,  obliged  us  to  come  by  Venlo  and  Ruremonde. 
On  our  arrival  at  Maestiicht,  we  found  that  Count 
Clairfayt  had  that  morning  marched  from  Fouron-le- 
Comte;  that  tlio  French  had  crossed  the  Meuse,  and 
driven  General  La  Tour  from  his  post  of  Durbuy 
on  the  Ourte^  and  by  that  means  ohhged  him  to  &11 
back  on  Herv^.  General  Kray,  who  covered  Maes- 
tricht, was  to  retreat  in  the  evening,  and  to  leave 
8000  Austrians  with  1500  Dutch  to  form  the 
garrison  of  the  town,  which  they  suppose  will  be 


Digitized  by  Google 


332  BBTBBAT  OF  CLAISTATt. 

invested  in  a  few  days.    We  set  oat  in  the  afteraoon 

in  SL'jirch  of  General  Clairfavt,  and  as  soon  as  we 
ascended  the  hills  on  this  side  Maestricht,  we  per- 
ceived that  the  aiemy  had  made  an  attack  on  Kiay, 
who,  howero*,  I  douht  not»  under  cover  of  the  night, 
made  good  his  retreat. 

We  have  sent  to  kam  where  General  Ciairfayt's 
head^qoarters  are  to  be  this  evenmg,  when  we  intend 
to  join  him.  I  much  fear  by  the  route  of  his  bag- 
gage, that  he  points  towards  the  Rhine.  If  Clairfayt 
is  not  strong  enough  to  act  immediately  on  the 
offensive,  both  sides  of  the  Mouse  must  be  in  the 
enemy's  possession,  and  I  tremble  for  Venlo,  Rure- 
monde,  and  Maestricht  itself.  While  Pichegni 
remains  in  our  front,  with  80,000  men,  we  cannot, 
you  win  conceive,  grant  any  assistance  to  the  Aus- 
trian General. 

I  have  had  a  letter  from  Captain  Bristow,  who 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  on  the  15th.  He 
is  not  wounded,  and  is  very  well  treated,  which  I 
dare  siiv  will  be  the  case  with  all  officers  who  fall 
into  Fichegm's  hands ;  his  conduct  being  very  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  the  generals  whom  we  have  hitherto 
had  opposed  to  us. 

Head-Quarfcen, 
Oroesbeek,  near  Kranenbuxg^ 
September  23, 1794. 

We  were  detained  six  hours  in  Aix-la-Chapelle  by 
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the  dninkenness  of  our  postillion,  whom,  in  the 
universal  confusion  attending  the  retreat  of  the 

armies,  it  was  impossible  to  replace.  However,  on 
the  evening  of  the  20th,  we  reached  Greneral  Clair- 
iayt,  at  the  Couvent  des  Capucans,  at  Weltem. 
General  La  Tour  was  so  severely  attacked  al  Herv^, 
tiiat,  though  he  beat  the  enemy,  Clairfayt  resolved  to 
mareh  the  next  moroiDg.  We  left  him  on  his  route 
fbr  RoL-le-Duc,  thenoe  to  Julim;  and  I  dare  say 
that  yesterday  the  whole  Imperial  army  was  behind 
the  Roer,  and  Maastricht  left  to  defend  itself  the  best 
way  it  can.  X  am  very  much  hurried,  and  therefore 
cm  only  add  my  sincere  oonoem  ibr  all  these  disas- 
trous events,  whoch  have  not  come  on  me  by  sur- 
prise ;  for  from  the  day  we  left  Toumay  I  had  my 
apprehensions,  but  the  surrender  of  Valencaennes.  and 
Cond^  made  me  despair. 


September  21. — The  anny  moved ;  the  Hanove- 
rians proceeded  to  WeL    The  Britiidi  encamped 

between  Heumen  and  Mock.  His  Roytd  Highnesses 
head-quarters  at  Groesbeek ;  General  Abercromby, 
with  the  second  line,  at  Gennep ;  the  advanced  posts 
withdrawn  across  die  river,  and  'only  pidcets  left  in 
front  of  Graave, 
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TO  COLONS!  SIR  HEW  DiXRTMFLE. 

Heid-Qnarten, 

September  23, 1794. 

I  have  only  a  few  minutes  to  inform  you  that  on 
my  arrival  at  Maestricht^  on  the  i9th,  where  I  was 
sent  to  have  some  conversation  with  General  Clair- 
fayt,  I  found  he  had  moved  his  army  from  Fourun- 
]e>Comte  that  morning,  in  consequence  of  the 
enemy  haying  forced  die  passage  of  the  Ourte,  at 
Durbuy,  the  preceding  evening,  and  by  that  means 
obliged  La  Tour  to  fail  back  on  Herve  and  Harry 
CapeUe.  Clair%t  threw  into  Maestricht  eight  com- 
plete battalions  and  600  cavalry,  whidi,  with  1500 
Dutch,  form  the  garnsou.  More  particulars  I  dare 
not  trust  to  paper.  On  the  20th,  La  Tour  was 
again  attacked  in  his  new  position ;  and  Uiough  be 
repulsed  the  enemy,  Cbur&yt  did  not  Ibink  it  tMs- 
able  to  expose  him  to  the  renewal  of  the  attack, 
which  the  enemy  threatened  the  next  morning.  On 
the  21st,  when  we  left  Clairfayt,  La  Tour  bad  re- 
treated to  Aix-la-Cbapelle.  He  was  on  his  mardi  to 
Rol-le-Duc,  whence  he  intended  marching  on  Juliers, 
and  placing  his  whole  army  behind  the  Roer.  He 
is  obliged  to  extend  his  left  quite  down  to  the  Rhine, 
to  cover  Bonn,  and  will  communicate  by  detach- 
ments with  the  Imperial  army  on  the  left  bank  of 
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the  Moselle.  The  ^emy  appear  to  he  strong  every- 
where. The  SLiiTender  of  Valenciennes  and  Conde 
has  put  them  in  possession  of  the  finest  artillery 
and  the  most  ample  magazines  of  all  sorts,  and 
the  harvest  in  the  Low  Countries  has  fiDed  their 
granaries. 

One  article  of  the  capitulation  of  Valenciennes  is 
sufficient  to  hlast  the  hest  of  causes,  and  to  throw  a 
very  daik'  shade  on  the  Austrian  name.  The  emi- 
grants are  given  up  to  their  relentless  enemy. 

I  oondude  that  by  this  time  Maastricht  is  invested, 
but  I  hardly  think  the  enemy  will  dare  besi^  it 
before  they  have  dislodged  Clairfayt  from  the  Roer, 
which  I  flatter  myself  they  will  hnd  a  difficult  task. 
Adieu,  my  best  wishes  attend  you  and  yours,  as  you 
well  know. 

TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRTHPLE. 

Head-Qnaiters, 
Wednesday  Night,  September  24,  1794. 

Your  last  of  the  1 5th,  which  is  just  arrived,  re- 
proaches me  with  not  having  half  answered  your 
former  one  of  the  8th.  The  fact  is,  I  have  been 
much  employed,  and  have  had  very  little  time  to 
bestow  on  those  to  whom  I  give  it  with  the  most 
pleasure,  my  friends.  I  wrote  you  a  few  hnes  (all  I 
could)  yesterday.    Our  crossing  the  Meuse,  and  the 
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reasons  which  induced  his  Royal  Highness  to  take 
that  resolution,  will  have  been  explained  in  the 
"Gazette;"  but,  take  this  from  me,  the  measnra 
was  not  adopted  tin  it  was  not  onify  approved, 

but  forcibly  urged  by  the  principal  officers  ui'  the 

.  army. 

The  predae  Sam  the  worthies  yoa  mentioii  have 
'  moved  from  the  ConTentioo  is  not  exacdy  ascer- 
tained even  on  this  side  the  water;  but  the  one 
having  a  command  in  Italy,  and  the  other  being  now 
at  Ckirfryt's  head-quarters,  there  is  no  doubt  that  if 
not  afa«ady  sufficiently  enriched,  they  wiU  know  how 
to  make  tiieir  own  terms  pour  Vavemr,  The  pecu- 
niaiy  assistance  talked  of  for  his  Imperial  Mi^esty 
depends  on  Farlianient;  oonsequenffy,  nothing  on 
that  subject  can  be  fixed  or  arranged  till  the  4th 
November. 

I  confess,  my  dear  Hew,  I  see  a  dark  doud 
gathering  round  us,  and  the  sun  of  my  hope  set 

with  Valenciennes  and  Cond^.  One  article  of  their 
capitulation,  by  which  the  unhappy  emigrants  are 
ddivered  to  their  mereiiess  enemies  by  those  who 
were  bound  by  every  tie  of  honour  and  bnmanity  to 
defend  them,  brands  the  Allies  with  a  degree  of 
infamy  that  can  never  be  effaced,  and  can  only  be 
palliated  by  the  most  exenqilsiy  punishment  of  the 
deEnquent  who  gave  them  up ;  and  I  sincerely  hope 
that  his  Imperial  Majesty,  by  a  signal  act  of  justice, 
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Will  preserve  himself  fi'om  any  share  in  the  ignominy 
of  the  transaction. 

We  hear,  this  evenings  that  the  French  haye 
invested  Bois-Ie-Duc.  A(xx)rding  to  my  ideas  of 
military  matters,  they  should  make  demonstrations 
only  against  us^  and  Venlo  should  be  the  real  point 
of  their  attack. 

*  «  #  # 

I  condude  you  know  that  the  Count  d'Artois  is  a 
volunteer  with  this  army.  I  have  been  away  from 
head-quarters  this  last  week,  and  have  therefore  only 
seen  him  onoe.  He  appears  a  polite,  gentleman-like 
man. 

Mr.  Wyndham  and  Pelham  set  off  for  England 

by  way  of  the  Hague  to-day. 

TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

Head- Quarter  SI, 
Qraeftbeek,  at  Night,  September  28,  1794, 

To  give  you  the  news  of  the  day  in  three  words 

(for  I  have  not  time  for  more),  the  enemy  have  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  Cr^ve-coeur.     The  effect  of 
this  on  Bois-le-Duc^  and  its  utSHty  to  the  subsequent  > 
designs  of  the  enemy,  I  need  not  explain  to 
you. 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  22nd»  and  for 
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the  trouble  you  have  taken  about  Jackson.  Is  it 
not  shameful  that  a  man  who  is  able  and  willing  to 
render  essential  service  where  it  is  so  mudi  wanted 
should  be  rejected,  or  meet  with  difficulties  from  a 

parcel  of  bigwigs  who,  lolling  in  th(nr  chariots  in 
London,  call  themselves  military  surgeons,  military 
physicians^  and  military  directors?  A  notable  in- 
stance we  have  of  their  discernment  and  impartiality 

in  the  person  ol'  the  gentleman  who  has  the  care  of 
the  lives  and  limbs  of  his  Royal  Highness  and  his 
liunily. 


TO  THE  f&IGHT  HON.  WILLIAM  WYNDHAM, 

SBCEBTART-AT-WAB. 

Head-Quarters, 
Groe8be«k»  September  30, 1794. 

I  return  you  many  thanks  for  yoiu*  letter  of  the 
27th.  The  observations  it  contains  arc,  as  you 
lemark,  very  ohTious  ones,  and  pednapa  for  that  very 
reason  it  is  the  more  essential  that  they  shotdd  he 

frequently  repeated.  I  do  and  sludl  always  feel 
myself  much  indebted  to  you  tor  your  assistance  and 
advice  on  any  occasion. 

By  the  unanimous  and  decided  opinion  of  the 
general  officers  whom  his  Royal  Highness  assembled 
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on  Frinoe  (Vederick's  arrival,  the  plan  suggested  by 
him  was  deemed  impracticable.  Had  it  been  at- 
tempted, the  enemy  must  inevitably  have  been 
apprised  of  something  being  in  agitation,  owing  to 
the  time  necessary  for  assembling  the  army  ;  and  as 
we  have  only  one  bridge  and  only  one  fortress  by 
fihich  we  oould  pass,  th^  must  have  known,  for 
many  hours  before  we  could  have  arrived  at  the 
point  of  action,  the  object  we  had  in  view  ,  and  it 
was  the  opinion  of  all  the  generals  that,  having 
arrived  there,  the  relief  could  have  been  only  tem- 
porary, and  of  little  avail  As  we  have  not  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  leave  a  corps  to  insure  our  return  by 
the  route  by  which  we  should  have  advanced,  our 
retreat,  in  case  of  accident*  must  have  been  very  pre- 
carious ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  hazard  an  ill-founded 
opinion  in  believing  it  possible  that  we  might  have 
been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  forcing  our  way  to 
the  Lines  of  Steenbergen.  The  calamitous  conse- 
quences of  such  an  event  to  the  affairs  of  Holland,  it 
is  needless  to  pomt  out. 

It  is  a  circumstance  almost  beyond  belief  that,  in 
this  moment  of  imminent  danger,  the  Dutch  have 
not  Laixi  ti  the  precaution  to  have  a  survey  of  their 
frontier  made  by  some  intelligent  officers,  by  which 
means  those  who  direct  their  affairs  might  have  been 
enabled  to  make  a  just  estimate  of  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended  on  each  point.    The  neglect  of 
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Cr(  ve-coeur,  a  fortress  undoubtedly  of  the  utmost  im- 
portaoce,  induces  me  to  believe  that  no  such  sun  ey 
exists.  Yesterday  I  waited  on  his  Serene  High- 
ness the  Prince  Fredeiidc,  to  represent  (which  I  did 
on  the  14th  in  regard  to  Cr^vc-coeur)  the  necessity  of 
putting  Fort  St.  Andr^  in  the  best  possible  state  of 
defence,  which  is  rendered  more  essential  by  the 
unfortunate  surrender  of  Cr^ve-ccsur. 

The  Duke  has  ordered  one  battalion  of  British, 
of  those  troops  on  their  route  from  /Zealand,  to  throw 
themselves  into  the  Bommder  Waard,  and  has 
consented  that  two  more  of  the  battalions  under  the 
orders  of  Colonel  Nugent*  shall  remain  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Waal,  as  a  reserve  to  the  corps  in  the 
Bommeler  Waard  and  the  garrison  of  Fort  St 
Andr^. 

I  hope  that  the  demand  which  his  Serene  High- 
ness has  made  of  heavy  guns,  for  the  defence  of  the 
right  bank  of  the  Waal,  will  be  instantly  complied 

with ;  for,  though  ver\'  much  mclined  to  hope  tor  the 
best,  I  wish  to  be  in  every  respect  prepared  tor  the 
worst. 

*  Cokmel  Nugent  entered  the  amy  in  1773.   Ckilonel  of 

the  85th  Regiment  (Bucks  Volunteers)  in  March,  1794. 
Served  in  the  American  War,  in  Flanders,  in  Jamaica  in 
1801,  and  Cornniiuuler-in-Chief  in  hidia,  181 1  ;  Colonel  Gth 
Foot ;  appomted  Field-Marshal,  November,  1846 ;  iiarouet 
and  G.C.B.   Died,  March,  1849. 
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The  Duke  sent  Colonel  Craig  to  General  Clair- 
fayt  on  the  28th,  and  I  shall  be  veiy  happy  if  his 
return  gives  us  reason  to  rely  on  Clairfayt's  hearty 
and  eflFective  co-operation :  in  the  meantime,  his 
Royal  Highness  has  thought  it  prudent  to  direct 
Count  Walmoden  to  proceed  no  £uther  up  the  river 
than  Wel»  unless  an  actual  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  pass  the  river  between  him  and  Venlo  should 
demand  the  immediate  exertion  of  his  corps. 

Genml  Abercromby  is  at  Afferden,  and  the 
reserve  at  Gennep.  Sir  William  Erskine  has  com- 
mitted to  his  observation  the  course  of  the  river 
firom  hence  to  its  confluence  with  the  Waal.  His 
Royad  Highness  has  ordered  a  bridge  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Nymegen,  which,  I  am  assured,  will  be 
completed  to-night,  and  another  at  Schenckens- 
chans. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  say  that  I  very  earnestly 
wish  that  the  arrangement  on  which  I  had  some 
conversation  with  Felham  could  take  place.  It  is 
certain  that,  from  ordinary  men  being  placed  in  such 
situations,  many  evils  might  be  expected ;  it  is  from 
the  perfectly  hunest,  upright,  and  elevated  characters 
of  the  persons  alluded  to,  from  their  devotion  to  the 
service  of  the  King  and  country,  and  the  mutual 
regard  that  I  know  they  entertain  for  each  other, 
that  I  dare  augur  the  best  of  coQsequences. 

The  times>  my  dear  Sir,  are  of  a  complexion  that 
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demands  the  exertion  of  all  that  is  good  and  great, 
and  it  is  only  by  uniting  and  employing  the  best  and 

most  precious  materials  we  have,  that  we  can  hope 
to  stem  the  torrent  that  threatens  ail  Europe  with 
ruin* 

•  «  #  * 

Pray  tell  Pelham  that  I  am  prevented  to-day,  but 
will  soon  thank  him  for  his  letter. 

TO  HIS  BXCELLENCT  LORD  ST.  HELENS. 

Gnesbeek,  September  30,  1794. 

My  Lord, 

I  hope  the  want  of  tinoe  will  plead  my  excuse  tor 
using  the  hberty  of  enclosing  to  your  Lordship  an  open 
letter,  and  requesting  that  after  perusing  it  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  seal  and  forward  it  by  the  present 
messenger.  In  addition  to  the  contents  of  this  letter, 
I  think  it  right  to  inform  you  that  the  Baron  de 
RoOe  called  on  me  this  morning,  and  informed  me 
that  the  Count  d'Artois  had  received  many  letters 
assuring  him  that  the  French  had  a  vety  powerful 
and  munerous  party  in  the  Republic  of  Holland,  and 
warning  him  to  be  on  his  guard.  These  accounts 
coincide  too  much  with  those  we  have  lately  received 
to  leave  me  at  ease  on  this  subject.  I  am  per- 
suaded thai  the  same  evil  exists  at  this  moment  in 
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Holland  which  latdy  threatened  the  subversion  of 
our  own  Govenuaent^  and  it  can  only  be  averted  by 
the  same  energy  and  decum  mode  of  proceeding  to 
wliicb  we  had  recourse.  The  Baron  de  Rolle  in- 
forms me  that  he  has  it  from  yery  good  authority, 
that  in  case  of  our  removing  from  henoe,  the  gar- 
rison of  Graave,  on  being  bombarded,  wodld  sur- 
render. It  is  currently  reported  that  there  is  no 
provision  in  the  town.  At  this  moment,  when 
people's  minds  are  much  alarmed,  a  report  of  that 
nature  does  infinite  mischief ;  and  I  am  too  little 
instructed  in  the  affairs  of  the  Republic  to  be  able 
to  contradict  it. 

I  fear  the  public  accounts  from  the  West  Indies 
are  very  disiaal.  in(ii\'i(]ii;illy  I  suftVr  much  firom 
an  account  I  received  this  morning,  which  informs 
me  that  the  regiment  in  which  1  spent  the  earliest 
part  of  my  life  (the  Welsh  Fosfleers)  has  lost  nme 
officers,  and  two  hundred  men  by  sickness,  since  its 
arrival  at  St.  Domingo.  The  4 1st  Regiment  has  lost 
tlurteen  officers ;  this  dreadful  malady,  together  with 
the  ifi-wiU  of  the  inhabitants,  whom  the  rapamty  of 
our  commanders,  I  am  assured,  has  exasperated 
against  U8»  will,  I  fear,  expose  our  late  acquisitions 
in  that  quarter  to  <Jie  most  imminent  danger* 

His  Royal  Highness  has  directed  the  messengers 
from  head-quarters  to  pass  in  future  by  the  Hague, 
agreeably  to  your  proposal 
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I  am  sure  you  will  excuse  my  requesting  your 
Lordship's  assistance  in  uiging  on  the  Stadtholder, 
and  his  niinisters,  the  absolute  necessity  of  sending 

supplies  of  ^ns  and  ammunition  to  the  Waal,  and  of 
watching  with  the  attention  the  importance  of  the 
object  demands,  the  progress  of  the  enemy's  clandes- 
tine dedgns  in  HoQand. 


October  3. — In  oonsequence  of  intdligenoe  that 
the  Austrians  under  Count  Clairfeyt  had  been 

obliged  to  abandon  the  Roer,  and  place  themselves 
behind  the  Erff  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  Rhine, 
his  Royal  Highness  sent  orders  to  Count  Wafanoden 
and  Goienl  Abmromby  to  return  from  Wei. 

TO  JOHH  CALTBBT,  ESQ. 

Head-Quarters, 
October  3,  1794. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  )  ou  that  we  have  received 
the  very  disagreeable  intelligence  of  Clairfayt  having 
been  forced  to  quit  his  position  behind  the  Roer.  I 
know  none  of  the  particulars ;  but  the  consequence 
probably  will  be  the  absolute  necessity  of  our  passing 
the  Waal,  and  I  fear  we  must  not  be  much  surprised 
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at  the  iall^of  Maestricht,  as  the  retreat  of  the  Imperial 
army  removes  all  hope  of  its  relief. 

Bois-le-Duc,  Breda,  Graave,  and  even  Bergen^op- 
Zoom,  will  be  left  in  a  very  precarious  state.  We 
may  hope  much  from  the  season  being  so  far 
advanced ;  but  it  appears  a  decided  point,  ^t  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  Phissians,  the  Allies  have  not  a 
force  competent  to  withstand  the  numbers  opposed 
to  them. 


October  4. — At  night  the  reserve  quitted  Gennep, 
and  the  next  morning  marched  into  the  intrenched 
camp  of  Nymegen.  The  same  morning  Count 
Walmod^  arrived  al  Gennep,  as  did  likewise 
General  Abercromby. 

October  6. — His  Royal  Hi^ness  moved  his  head- 
quarters  to  Nymegen.  The  reserve  passed  the  Waal, 
at  Nymegen,  and  marched  down  the  right  bank  in 
order  to  occupy  the  Boinmeier  Waard,  and  the  banks 
of  the  river  opposite  Bommel.  five  regiments  newly 
raised  had  arrived  there  from  Zealand;  and  these 
coq^s,  with  the  reserve  of  the  army,  occupied  ii'om 
Tiel  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Gorcum. 
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TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

The  Hague,  October  7,  171)4. 

I  wrote  yofu  a  few  lines  on  Friday,  ioformmg  you 
of  the  news  just  leoetved  from  Comte  de  Clairfiiyt, 

and  that  he  had  retreated  behind  the  Erff ;  this 
could  only  be  a  preparatory  movement  to  bis  passing, 
the  Rhine,  which  his  corps  at  Ruranonde  was 
ordered  to  do  without  loss  of  time,  at  Dosseldorf. 
In  consequence  of  tiiis  misfortune,  his  Royal  High- 
ness recalled  Count  Waltnoden  and  General  Aber- 
cromhy,  who  at  the  requisition  of  Count  dairfayt 
had  gone  up  the  river  nearly  as  high  as  Venlo,  with 
a  very  considerable  corps,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
an  appid  to  his  right,  and  enabling  him  to  act  offen- 
sively with  his  left.  General  Clair&yt  having  quitted 
his  position,  the  object  of  this  movement  no  longer 
existed,  and  the  position  of  our  army  became  un- 
tenable, the  enemy  having  gained  our  left  The 
reserve  of  the  army,  consisting  of  the  brigade  of 
Guards,  General  Balfour's  brigade,  and  eight 
squadrons  of  British  Light  Dragoons,  marched  from 
Gennep  to  Nymegen  on  Saturday  night.  They 
were  to  cross  the  Waal  yesterday  morning,  and  to 
march  down  the  right  bank  of  that  river  till  they 
came  very  nearly  opposite  to  St.  Andr^  where  I 
ima^ne  they  will  arrive  to^^lay.    On  Sunday  mom- 
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ing  Count  Wrilmoden  and  Abercromby  occupied  the 
position  at  Gennep  which  the  reserve  had  left ;  and 
his  Royal  Highaess  had  not  absolutely  determined, 
when  I  left  him,  how  soon  he  would  pass  the  Waal, 
which  would  naturally  depend  much  on  the  reports 
of  those  generals :  but  he  will  certainly  keep  open 
the  communication  with  Graave  as  long  as  he  can. 
The  enemy  are  besieging  Bois-le-Due.  Their  opera^ 
dons  against  that  place  are  much  facilitated  by  the 
unfortunate  surrender  of  the  fortress  of  Cr^ve-cceur. 
The  season  and  the  badness  of  the  weather  are  oicr 
best  allieSf  and  I  hope  that,  by  their  assistance,  we 
shall  keep  the  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the  Waal 
this  winter ;  but  the  alarm  in  this  country  is  very 
great.  Deputes  have  arrived  from  several  of  the 
])rovinces,  petitioning  for  peace  on  any  terms  that 
can  be  obtained.  They  are  to  have  their  public 
audioace  to-day.  Though  their  propositbns  will  be 
easily  overruled,  their  appearance  cannot  but  en- 
courage the  enemy,  and  diminish  the  very  small 
portion  of  spirit  which  remains  in  the  country. 

The  points  on  which  I  think  that  we  have  most 
reason  to  dread  the  enemy,  are  first,  at  the  Bom- 
meler  Waard,  which,  however,  I  ara  persuaded  will 
be  well  defended ;  and,  secondly,  between  Emmerik 
and  WeseL  The  Flrussian  garrison  at  the  latter 
place  does  not  exceed  above  the  half  of  what  is 
absolutely  requisite  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  I 


348  SUBSIDY  TO  THE  PRUSSIANS. 


think  th€  Duke  cannot  extend  further  than  Emmeiik : 
therefore,  unless  the  IVussians  or  Austrians  vnXi  send 

a  corps  to  communicate  with  us  iit  tliat  place,  a  gap 
will  be  left  for  the  bieur  Pichegru,  of  which  he  will, 
I  doubt  not,  avail  himself. 

I  am  sorry  that  aU  my  letters  are  of  such  a  sombre 
casti  but  if  I  write  what  I  see,  what  1  hear,  and 
what  I  fed,  they  cannot  be  otherwise.  There  are 
many  things  so  very  mysterious,  such,  for  instance, 
as  the  surrender  of  Valendennes  and  Cond^,  Clair- 
fayt*s  rcitreat  without  a  decided  battle  for  the  relief 
of  Maestricht,  &c.,  that  it  is  impossible  to  judge 
what  the  spring  is  that  puts  the  machine  in  motion. 
In  my  own  belief,  the  Prussian  subsndy  was  the 
most  ruinous  measure  that  we  could  have  adopted ; 
that  it  has  been  useless,  drcumstances  have  fully 
proved,  and  I  am  persuaded  many  evils  have  origi- 
nated from  it  not  yet  discovered ;  for,  depend  on  it, 
an  Engiisli  guinea  is  an  article  no  German  Prince 
can  withstand,  and  when  a  subsidy  is  in  view,  it 
bewflders  their  senses  and  leaves  them  no  indination 
for  ex  (it  inn,  except  for  the  attainment  of  it. 

I  hear  famous  aooounts  of  tiie  partridges  and  long- 
tails.  I  hope  a  few  will  be  left  for  breed,  for  I  shall 
with  great  pleasure  exchange  my  sword  for  my 
M anion  and  the  society  of  my  friends,  whenever 
circumstances  permit ;  but  I  confess  that  the  present 
aspect  of  afiairs  is  such  that  we  seem  to  be  further 
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removed  from  such  a  prospect  than  we  were  on  the 
first  embarkation  of  the  Guards  for  this  country. 

I  came  here  yesterday  to  see  Lord  St  Helens, 
and  ^hall  set  out  on  my  return  to-oight. 

Pray  remember  me  to  all  my  friends  at  Albuiy. 
The  reserve  remain  on  the  right  bank  of  the 

Waal,  which  does  not  appeal'  cieaiiy  stated  in  my 
letter. 

I  should  add  that  the  Stadtholder  told  me  last 
night  that  he  had  succeeded  in  his  wish  of  arming 

the  people  en  masse.  In  the  Bummeler  Waard, 
where  the  country  is  much  mtersected  with  ditches, 
amed  peasantry,  mixed  with  good  troops,  will  be  of 
infinite  service. 


The  reader  will  recollect  the  quotation,  showing 

dearly  enough  the  spring  that  puts  the  machine 
in  motion."  It  is  difficult  not  to  feel  indignation, 
even  sixty  years  after  the  event,  at  the  inhu- 
manity and  duplicity  of  the  Austrian  Government^ 
in  sending  their  own  soldiers  to  fight  a  battle  which 
they  were  determined  to  lose,  and  in  permitting 
us  to  carry  on  the  contest  without  informing  us  of 
their  relations  with  the  enemy.  And  we  had  scarody 
less  cause  for  dissatisfiiction  and  complaint  against 
our  Prussian  allies.  The  minister,  Haugwitz,  con- 
sented that  the  Prussian  army  should  quit  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Rhine,  and  advance  to  the  scene  of 
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decisive  operations  in  Flanders.  But  the  Greneral, 
Marshal  Mijllendorf,  had  secret  orders  from  his 
Court,  the  object  of  which  was  to  render  nugatory 
the  promises  of  the  minister.  MolleDdorf  engaged 
his  army  in  an  useless  and  feigned  expedition  against 
Sarrelouis  and  Kaiscrslautem^  at  the  very  time  when 
he  knew  that  Jourdan  was  adTanciog,  by  forced 
marches,  with  40,000  men,  to  the  scene  of  action 
on  the  banks  of  the  Sambre.  When  the  British 
and  Dutch  Commissioners,  Lord  Comwailis  and 
Kinckel,  visited  the  Phiseian  army,  th^  reproached 
MdUendorf  with  the  breach  of  faiHi  of  the  Fhissian 
Government,  and  with  a  fact  they  had  recently  dis- 
covered, that,  instead  of  62,000  soldiers,  as  stipulated 
by  treaty  and  paid  by  the  Mies,  only  32,000  received 
daily  rations  at  the  army.  M5llendorf  denied  the 
chaige;  recriminations  ensued  on  both  sides,  and 
they  sqiarated,  mutually  exasperated,  Lord  Com* 
waOis  declaring  that  he  would  suspend  the  payment 
of  the  British  subsidy.* 


TO  COLONEL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

The  Hague,  October  7,  1794. 

On  Friday  last  came  the  funeral  dirge  from  Count 
Clair&yt;  and  his  last  dying  speech  (but  not  lus 

*  Alison. 
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oonfession)  auDounced  that  having  been  attacked  on 
several  points,  of  which  three  were  forced,  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  retreating  behind  the  £rff, 
which  is,  I  conceive,  preparatory  to  his  passinof  the 
Rhine ;  this,  I  doubt  not,  he  has  effected  by  this  time. 

Oar  reserve  passed  the  Waal  at  Nymegen  to- 
day, and  I  left  the  Doke  yesterday  consulting  with 
Walmoden  and  Abercromby  how  long  he  might 
keq>  a  corps  between  the  Meuse  and  Rhine,  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  communication  with 
Graave.  The  reserve  are  to  occupy  the  right  bank 
of  the  Waal  nearly  opposite  St  Andre.  We  shall 
have  a  strong  corps  at  Nymegen,  and  thence  stretch 
to  Enumerik.  And  who  will  meet  you  there  f  you 
say.  The  Author  of  all  good  will,  I  hope,  turn  the 
hearts  either  of  Prussians  or  Austrians^  and  induce 
them  to  do  us  that  good  turn  in  which  their  own 
int^iest  is  so  deeply  involved.  Matters  are  in  a  very 
indiflPerent  state,  I  assure  you  ;  it  is  an  awful  period, 
and  I  hope  those  at  the  helm  have  a  good  look-out. 
la  my  own  opinion,  our  Allies  should  be  as  much 
the  object  of  th^  attention  as  our  enemies. 

I  came  here  yesterday  to  see  Lord  St.  Helens, 
and  shall  set  out  on  my  return  to-ni^ht  or  early  to» 
mozTow.  I  am  in  doubt  whether  I  am  not  writing 
to  a  Major-general,  but  the  messenger  passed  me  on 
the  road.    Five  more  regiments,  are  on  their  road  to 
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join,  without  field-pieoes,  without  ammunitioii^  and 

many  without  arms !    Adieu,  <kc. 

TO  majobpGbneral  sir  hew  oalbtmfls* 

October  U.  1794. 

I  cannot  auflfer  a  messenger  to  go  without  thank- 
ing you,  my  dear  Major-general,  for  your  letters  of 
the  2nd  and  6th,  wiiich  arrived  yesterday,  lovingly 
together.  They  shall  be  answered  to-night  At 
present  I  bum  with  indignation.  Bois-le-Duc  has 
surrendered.  That,  you  will  say,  is  bad  euuugh,  con- 
sidering of  how  great  consequence  this  event  must 
naturally  be  in  the  future  operations  of  the  enemy. 
The  reason  why  it  surrendered  is  not  yet  explained, 
but  what  has  moved  my  spleen  (and  indeed  all  my 
inside)  is,  that  there  are  300  unfortunate  emigrants 
shut  up  in  the  citadel,  which  is  a  place  of  no 
strength.  I  shudder  to  look  forward  to  the  &te 
that  awaits  these  wretched  people. 

Amongst  all  the  losses  and  dismoes  of  the  cam- 
pdg...  I  Lk  the  oc»d»«  of  in  reg»d 

to  the  emigrants  is  by  far  the  most  degrading 
feature. 

The  dyke,  which  leads  up  the  right  bank  of  the 
Waal  to  the  pomt  of  separatbn  of  that  river  from 
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the  Rhine,  requires  three  weeks  unremitted  labour  to 
put  it  in  the  state  in  which  it  ought  to  be  at  this  critical 
moment.  Not  yet  begun !  To  you,  who  knuw  the 
Dutch,  this  is  credible;  to  others,  past  heUef. 


October  7,  8. — The  whole  army  marched  into 
the  intrenched  position  before  Nymegen.  General 
Abercromby  went  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops 
in  the  Bommeler  Waard. 


TO  HIS  SIST£R. 

Head-Quarters, 
Nymegeo,  October  9*  1794.  . 

*  *  #  • 

Of  public  news,  I  can  only  tell  you  that  the 
Austrians  are  all  across  the  Rhine,  and  that  they  now 
dedare  thdr  intention  of  defending  the  banks  of  that 
river,  in  which,  as  it  is  the  boundary  of  the  Em- 
peror's own  dominions,  I  conclude  that  they  will  keep 
their  word.  Let  me  give  you  a  trait  of  that  monarch, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  forms  a  veiy  worthy  and  con- 
sistent finale  to  his  political  and  military  career  for 
the  year  1794.  He  has  directed  that  none  of  those 
people  who,  from  their  attachment  to  the  House  of 

A  A 
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Attstria,  and  fiom  the  part  they  have  taken  in  its 
support,  have  been  driven  to  the  cruel  necessity  of 

abaiiduninp:  their  homes  and  possessions  in  the 
Netherlands,  shall  be  allowed  to  seek  an  asylum  in 
any  part  of  his  hereditary  dominions.  If  there  is  one 
human  being  on  the  fiioe  of  the  earth  who  has  done 
more  prejudice  to  the  cause  of  sovereigns,  and  who 
has  iunmhed  more  a^pmiaits  in  fevour  of  democracy, 
than  another,  it  is  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

I  returned  from  the  Hague  this  morning.  I  spent 
two  days  there  very  pleasantly  with  Lord  St.  Helens, 
who  is  a  remarkably  agreeable  man.  One  day  we 
dined  at  Court,  and  the  other  had  Lord  Broom  and 
Mr.  Cox,  who  is  travelling  with  him,  to  dine  with 
us.  Lord  Broom  appeared  a  good-humoured,  gentle- 
man-like young  man;  and  his  travels  have  only 
tended  to  augment  his  natural  preference  for  his  own 
country.  I  strongly  suspect  either  the  heart  or  the 
head  of  every  Englishman  who  receives  any  other 
impression  from  going  abroad. 


October  10, — General  Haroourt,  with  General 
Dundas's  brigade  and  16th  Light  Dragoons,  crossed 

the  Rliine,  in  order  to  occupy  the  country  round 
Emmerik. 

October  11.  —  General  Abercromby  cei^xicupied 
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the  post  of  St  Andr^  (which  had  been  almodotied 

from  some  mistake  of  orders)  without  any  loss.  By 
means  of  rafts,  the  enemy  had  passed  a  corps  across 
the  river,  under  cover  of  batteries  erected  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Mease  opposite  Alphen,  and  occupied 
the  post  of  Doramel.  The  left  bank  of  the  Meuse 
at  Alphea  entirely  commands  the  opposite  one.  It 
was,  therefore,  impossible,  without  engaging  in  a 
serious  operadon,  to  prevent  the  enemy  passuig 
troops  and  cannon  across  the  river  at  that  place. 


TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  ESQ. 

Head-Quarters, 
Nymegen,  October  12»  1794- 
The  enemy  having  gained  so  respectable  a  place 
formes  as  Bois-le-Duc,  will  naturally  become  more 
enterprisiDg,  and  we  ought  to  redouble  our  vigilance 
and  emtions ;  but  there  is  a  torpidity  and  a  want 
of  exertion  amoiigst  the  Dutch  which  is  beyond  all 
belief. 

Yesterday,  I  rode  with  the  Duke  up  the  right 
bank  of  the  Waal  to  the  point  of  separation  of  the 
Rhine  and  that  river.    In  my  own  opinion,  it  would 

require  three  weeks'  unremitted  labour  to  put  tlie 
Dyke,  which  runs  parallel  with  the  river,  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence;  but  as  yet  this  very  essential  work  is 
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not  begun.  We  expect  Prince  Frederick  of  Orangci 
to-day,  aud  1  hope  he  will  remain  on  the  spot^  and 
endeavofur  to  awaken  in  his  countrymen  a  sense  of 
their  real  situation,  and  of  the  ahsolute  necessity  of 
opposing  to  the  enemy  the  same  degree  of  activity 
which  marks  every  movement  they  make.  1  confess 
I  fear  the  national  characteristic  will  cany  it  even  - 
against  self-preservation. 

General  Harcourt,  with  a  considerable  coqis  of 
*cavalry,  crossed  the  Rhine  the  day  before  yesterday- 
He  win  fix  himself  between  Emmerik  and  Weset. 
We  hope  Mollcndorf  will  m  ike  detachments  to 
Clairfayt's  left,  and  by  that  means  enable  him  to 
send  troops  to  occupy  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine 
as  far  as  Emmerik. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

Head-Quarters, 
Nymegen,  October  12,  1794. 

My  dear  General, 
I  sit  down  with  a  determmation  to  answer  your 

two  letters,  and  that  I  may  not  be  interrupted,  I 
take  the  night  before  the  mail  day,  rather  than  trust 
to  the  hurry  of  the  rooming. 

You  win  have  heard  that,  by  some  mistake,  Fort 
St.  Andre  was  abandoned.     The  Duke  directed 
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Abercromby,  who  commaDtls  in  that  quarter  (having 
with  him  the  in&atry  of  the  Resenre,  together 
with  the  five  new  regimeDts  lately  arrived),  to  re- 
occupy  it,  which  ho  did  yesterday  morning  under  the 
cover  of  a  very  heavy  cannonade,  without  any  loss. 
His  Royal  Highness  intends  this  fort  shall  be  pat  in 
a  respectable  state*  vi8  itms  the  enemy,  having  its 
gorge  very  open.  The  next  time  the  enemy  make 
an  attack  on  it,  our  troops  have  only  to  retire,  and 
the  French,  on  thear  entrance,  will  come  under  the 
fire  of  a  battery  at  Rossum,  in  the  Bommeler 
Waard,  of  another  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Waal, 
and  of  a  third  established  on  a  small  island  in  the 
Waal,  which,  I  think,  wiH  predude  the  possibility  of 
their  remaining  there. 

I  believe  I  informed  you  that  General  Harcourt 
had  passed  the  Rhine  the  day  before  yesterday,  with 
about  2000  cavalry,  to  take  post  on  the  right  bank 
of  that  river  bevond  Emmerik.  The  remainder  of 
the  troops  are  encamped  in  front  of  the  intrenched 
camp  of  this  place.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  are 
such  natural  disadvantages  attending  this  intrenched 
camp,  owmg  to  the  commanding  ground  on  its  left, 
that  it  cannot  be  long  tenable  against  a  superior 
enemy ;  and  it  is  only  ag^st  superior  numbers  that 
an  intrenched  camp  is  necessary.  The  season  of 
the  year  and  moistness  of  the  weather  are  our  best, 
I  am  persuaded,  our  surest  allies.     With  their 
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assistance,  I  hope  that  we  shall  preyent  the  enemy  from 
passing  the  Waal ;  bat  I  am  very  apprehensive  for 
the  towns  on  the  Meuse,  and  the  possession  of  them 
will  give  the  enemy  quiet  winter  quarters,  and  a 
ftdlity  of  opening  the  nest  campaign,  Ihe  advantage 
of  which  to  them  is  beyond  calculation.  The  Dutch 
are  as  much  in  earnest  to  defend  themselves  as  their 
natures  wifl  permit;  that  is,  tb^  have  given  the 
Stadtholder  authority  to  cut  their  dams,  and  that 
negative  sort  of  exertion  is,  I  believe,  their  ne  plus 
tUtra, 

In  regaard  to  another  campaign,  I  most  sincerely 
hope  that  those  who  have  the  administration  of  our 

affairs  at  this  awf\il  period  will  have  learnt,  from 
dear-bought  experience,  the  very  little  reliance  we  can 
place  on  real  co-operation  from  our  Allies.  The 
Prussian  subsidy  was  useless,  as  the  event  has  too 
dearly  demonstrated ;  but  i  believe  the  evils  it  has 
produced,  independently  of  our  being  duped  out  of 
our  money,  are  not  to  be  told,  for  I  am  quite  con- 
vinced that,  from  the  moment  that  cursed  treaty  was 
publislied,  the  tirst  object  was  not  to  beat  the  French, 
but  to  cheat  the  English.  The  situation  of  his 
JP^ussian  Majesty's  empire  and  mhjectSf  I  believe, 
now  prevents  his  completing  his  engagements,  even 
were  he  so  inclined;  and,  take  this  from  me,  the 
abandonment  of  Flanders  is  too  favourite  a  measure 
with  the  prevailing  party  in  the  Imperial  Cabinet 
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(which  I  believe  to  be  the  most  profligate  and  de- 
bauched in  Europe),  to  be  put  aside  by  subsidy,  and 
it  is  a  measure  in  whidi  the  airmy  acqwesoe  with 
pleasure.  In  short,  I  really  believe  that  whatever 
share  of  public  ^lirit  and  public  virtue  remains  on 
^e  earth  is  ezdusivply  ooncentrated  in  Great  Britain: 
Let  us  trust  to  nothing  but  God  and  ourselves  ;  for 
I  repeat  it  again  and  again,  there  is  nothing  else  left 
on  whioh  we  can  reUf  «afe^. 

Crawford  is  unwdl,  but  not  superseded.  We 
expect  to  see  him  out  again  soon  ;  but  if  he  follows 
my  advice,  he  will  rather  winter  at  Lisbon  than  in 
the  bogs  of  Holland. 

Balfour's  reception  was  grbdous,  and  I  believe  that 
he  likes  and  is  liked.  He  very  handsomely  offered 
his  senrioes  on  any  occasion  in  which  they  might  be 
wanted,  and  they  were  accepted.  He  went  down  to 
cover  the  Bommeler  Waard  before  Abercromby  could 
get  there  with  the  Reserve. 

I  am  sorry  that  all  my  letters  are  of  a  character  so 
triste — all  that  I  hear,  see,  and  fod  is  so,  to  the  last 
degree.  We  vrant  artiller}'men,  we  want  a  general 
officer  at  the  head  of  the  artillery,  we  want  drivers  and 
smiths;  we  want  three  major-generals  of  in&ntry;  we 
want  a  commanding  en^neer  of  rank  and  experience ; 
we  want  a  total  reform  in  our  hospital ;  we  want,  at 
least,  two  out  of  the  four  brigades  of  mounted 
artillery  with  which  his  Grace  of  Richmond  is 
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amusing  himscU'  in  iilngland ;  we  want  a  total 
stop  put  to  that  most  pemidioiis  mode  of  bestowing 
rank  on  officers  without  even  the  form  of  reoom> 
mendation,  merely  for  raising  (by  means  of  crimps) 
a  certain  number  of  men,  to  restore  to  the  army 
those  independent  and  disinterested  feelings,  and 
those  high  principles  which  should  actuate  a  soldier, 
and  form  the  basis  of  the  military  discipline  of  a 
free  country,  and  to  relieve  deserving  officeis  firom 
the  intolerable  grievance  of  se^g  men  without  merit, 
without  family,  or  the  smallest  pretension  to  any  mili- 
tary ability,  pass  over  their  heads,  and  arrive  at  a 
veiy  high,  and  till  now  a  very  respeotabb  rank  in 
the  army,  soldy  through  the  medium  of  a  rascally 
crimp. 

I  put  a  double  cover  to  your  letter  to  have  the 
satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  the  fate  of  the 
emigrants  of  Bois-le-Dnc  is  not  quite  so  deplorable 
as  we  had  reason  to  fear.  Pichegru  sent  them  word 
that  he  did  not  wish  their  death,  and  that  if  they 
marched  out  mixed  with  the  garrison,  no  notice 
would  be  taken  of  them.  This  plan  was  adopted 
till  that  rascal  Jo\urdan  rode  into  the  ranks,  accom- 
panied by  some  Dutch  deserteis^  and  pitched  on 
thirty,  whom  he  instantly  massacred.  The  rest 
escaped. 

Tuesday  Morning. 
P.S. — Since  vnriting  the  endosed,  we  have  an 
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acoouDt  of  10,000  Austrians  being  in  march  to  job 
U8,  and  every  moment  we  expect  Clairfayt  to  consult 

iiuvv  they  iiiiiy  be  best  employed.  For  this  reason,  no 
move  is  made  at  Nymegen,  and  if  we  can  prevent 
the  enemy's  erecting  any  batteries  to  annoy  om* 
bridge  till  the  arrival  of  this  reinforcement,  we  may 
yet  drive  them  from  before  Nymegeu,  and  by  the 
same  coup  give  security  to  Graave.  This  is  a  most 
amdous  minute.  It  is  quite  a  race.  I  am  very  sorry 
to  tell  )  uu  that  Aburcruiiiby  was  yesterday  wounded 
in  the  arm  in  the  attack  made  on  Fort  St.  Andr^. 
I  know  no  particulars,  but  the  fort  was  not  carried 
when  we  last  heard  from  tiience. 

Venlo  has  surrendered — the  garrison  being  at 
liberty  to  serve  again.  I  do  not  disguise  from  you 
that  I  have  more  apprehensions  than  hopes  about 
Nymegen  ;  because  the  preservation  of  the  bridge  is 
the  point  that  must  decide  the  possibility  of  the 
troops  remaining  there,  and  that  is  rendered  very 
precarious  by  the  causes  mentioned  in  the  ibrmer 
part  of  my  letter. 

I  am  very  happy  to  tell  you  General  Abercromby's 
wound  is  slight. 


October  19. — ^This  day  the  enemy  made  a  general 
attack  on  our  advanced  posts,  west  of  Nymegen, 
between  the  Meuse  and  the  Waal,  from  which,*  alter 
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a  wy  firm  nsistaiioe,  our  troops  were  at  lengtli 
obl^ed  by  superiority  of  numbers  to  retire.    In  this 

retreat  tlu  mtantrv  of  the  Prince  de  Rohan  suffered 
much  ;  and  the  37tb  Regiment  retreating  along  the 
dyke  fipom  Druten,  mistaldiig  the  enemy's  Husssrs 
for  Ihe  Hvflsars  of  Rohan,  aDowed  them  to  approach 
without  resistance,  by  which  means  the  greatest  |wt 
of  the  regiment,  with  one  colour,  and  the  field- 
pveoes,  M  into  the  enemy's  hands.  In  the  evening 
the  outposts  were  established  at  Benningen,  Neder 
Bosch,  &c 

October  20. — ^The  next  moning  the  ontposts 
were  again  contracted,  the  right  bdng  placed  at 

Wcurd,  Heos,  &c. 

October  21. — The  head-quarters  moved  to 
Amheim. 
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CHAPTER  XIU. 

OBFKAT    OF  CLAIRrATT — THB    BRITISH   PASS  THE  WAAL — OWimAL 
ATTACK     ON    THK    BRITISH     POSTS  ATTACK    ON     FORT     ST.  AN1)R< 

— COUNCH.   l)F    WAR  —  CO.NFKRKN'CE   OF  THE    DrK!'    OT    YORK  WJTH 

UKNERAL    CLAiRFAVT  INACliUN     UF     GBNERAL    WiiHNEK.   THE 

BRITISH  HAKE  A  SORTIE  FROM  NYMEGEN — THB  DIET  OF  RATISBON 
— LOSS  OF  NYMEOBN — DISPOSITION  OF  AUSTUA  AND  PRUSSIA. 

The  course  of  the  Austrian  army  at  this  period 
was  marked  by  defeat  and  retreat.  Colonel  Calvert's 
visit  to  Count  CUurfayt  had  not  inspired  him  with 
any  confident  hope  that  success  would  alt(  iid  the 
Imperial  arms.  He  seems  to  have  been  of  opinion 
that  both  the  army  wanted  oommanden  of  greater 
ability,  and  the  Cabinet  statesmen  of  more  upright 
character. 

Towards  the  end  of  September,  Jourdan  had  ad- 
vanced with  the  army  of  the  Sambre-et-Meuse,  and 
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on  October  2iid  he  had  defeated  Ckiifiiyt  at  Rure- 
inonde.    Of  this  batde,  Alisofi  says  that  it  "  decided 

the  fate  of  Flanders,  and  threw  back  the  Imperial 
army  beyond  the  Kiune/* 


TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head-Qmrtien, 
Afnhdm,  October  21,  1794. 

The  news  of  Clairfayt's  loss  was  much  exagge> 
rated.  He  informed  me  that  he  computed  it  at 
4000  men  and  about  a  dozen  pieces  of  cannon ;  but 
be  has  crossed  the  Rhine,  and  my  own  opinion  is 
that  it  will  be  a  very  difficult  task  to  persuade  him 
to  come  back  again ;  but  to  be  of  that  opinion  as 
firmly  as  myself,  you  must  have  imbibed  the  same 
suspicion  and  contempt  that  I  feel  for  his  imperial 
Majesty,  and  for  the  Austrian  Cabinet. 

•  •  •  • 

The  business  of  the  day  before  yesterday  has,  I 
Sincerely  hope,  put  an  end  to  the  campaign.  De- 
serted by  one  ally  and  cheated  by  another,  we  are 
unable  to  cope  with  our  enemy ;  and  unless  he 
attempts  to  pass  the  Waal,  I  fear  it  will  not  be  in 
our  power  to  offer  any  interruption  to  his  operations. 
The  loss  of  the  37th  Regiment  is  very  severe ;  not 
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above  two  officers  and  eighty  men  escaped.  If  the 
FVench  do  not  force  the  Waal  in  the  course  of  the 
next  three  weeks,  I  am  assured  the  weather  in  this 
countiy  will  be  too  bad  for  any  militaiy  (operations ; 
and  then  I  think  it  more  than  probable  that  the 
Duke  will  go  home,  and  I  hope  his  Majesty  will,  as 
last  year,  be  gracious  enough  to  direct  him  to  bring 
his  Aides-de-camp  with  him. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Maria.  It  is  with  difficulty 
that  I  have  found  time  to  write  you  these  few 
lines. 

t 

TO  MAJOiUOENEBAL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

Nymegen,  October  22,  1794. 

As  I  should  be  sorry  to  let  the  mail  go  tliis  even- 
iug  without  thanking  you  for  yours,  I  am  availing 
myself  of  half  an  hour's  conference  the  Duke  is  hold- 
ing with  Count  Walmoden,  and,  in  a  cold  room,  with 
bad  paper  and  worse  pens,  am  remembering  my 
humble  duty  to  you.  In  regard  to  the  affair  of 
Sunday,  I  have  little  to  add,  because  the  singularity 
of  a  British  battalion  with  its  guns,  on  a  dyke,  being 
forced  and  almost  entirely  destroyed,  or  taken,  by 
about  fifty  or  sixty  hussars,  will,  I  dare  say,  strike 
you  as  fonaUy  as  it  did  me.  At  the  same  time,  I  am 
sure  that  the  conunanding  officer  acted  as  he  thought 
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for  the  best;  and  it  is  one  of  those  calamities  of  which 
the  that  is  said  the  better.  There  was  ouly  the 
want  of  a  little  ezpearienoe.  I  think,  by  the  l^e,  we 
have  learnt  from  the  Aostrians  to  estend  our  outposts 

too  much,  and  had  been  oppostMl  to  a  more  enter- 
prising  enemy,  we  should  have  received  many  lessons 
in  the  ooinse  of  this  disastrous  oampaign.  Clair%t 
has  at  length  resolved  to  make  a  detadunent  to  our 
left  of  consideriible  tbrce.  It  will  arrive  in  time  to 
assure  the  safety  of  the  interior  of  Holland ;  but  I 
much  doubt  whether  it  will  enable  us  to  undertake 
any  offensive  operations. 

On  Monday  the  troops  passed  the  Waal,  and  took 
up  tfadr  cantonments  on  the  right  bank  of  that  river, 
except  the  corps  which  remains  in  the  Nymegen 
position,  under  Count  Walmoden's  orders,  of  which 
two  British  brigades  form  »  part 

Have  little  reliance  on  Nym^;en.  The  town  is  in 
no  state  of  defence  in  any  one  particular,  and  there 
are  natural  dcf^ts  in  the  exterior  pobitioii,  which  I 
&ncy  are  not  to  be  remedied  by  art.  I  have  better 
hopes  of  Giaave.  That  town  has»  I  bdieve,  at  last 
received  its  supplies.  The  Governor  talks  boldly, 
and  I  hope  that  he  will  act  in  the  same  manner. 
Not  a  shadow  of  excuse  has  his  Serene  Highness  of 
Hesse-Phillipsdorf  far  surrendering  Bois-le-Duc,  and 
I  fear  that  many  emigrants  were  put  to  death  in  cold 
blood  when  the  enemy  took  possession.    Of  all  the 
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disgnuses  which  have  faOeii  on  the  Allies  in  this 

campaign,  surely  it  is  the  most  depbrable  that  those 
who  had  tlirown  themselves  upon  our  protection, 
whom  we  were  bound  by  every  tio  of  honour  and 
humanity  to  defend,  have^  in  almost  evay  instanoe« 
been  sacrificed.  Witness  Nieaport,  ValendenncB 
(more  Vinous  than  any),  and  Bois-le-Duc. 

Is  there  any  chance  of  seeing  you  in  Flanders? 
Fox  abates  notlung  of  his  zeal  and  militaiy  ardour, 
and  seems  to  court  the  din  of  arms :  so  far  as  that 
goes,  you  are  safe.  I  do  not  conceive  that  any  cir- 
cumstance but  a  total  change .  of  oommanders  on  the 
Continent  will  vemove  him. 

lu  rcgai'd  to  iri^solf,  I  am  quite  ready  for  my 
Manton  gun,  pointers,  fireside,  and  society  of  my 
finends;  but,  I  take  it»  much  ia  to  be  done  belbre 
tiiese  can  be  attained. 


TO  MikJOBpGSNBRAL  SIB  HEW  DALBTMFLE. 

Arabella,  October  24,.  1794. 
•  «  *  • 

General  BaUbur  is  returning  to  En^and  in  a  few 

days,  on  some  urgent  private  business,  and,  if  I  mis- 
take not,  returns  with  strong  favourable  impressions 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  which  I  dare  affirm  will  be  the 
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case  with  all  liberal,  candid  men  who  have  interoouise 

with  his  Royal  liigiiiiess. 

You  will  see  Balfour.  He  will  give  you  a  state- 
ment of  the  situation  of  affain  on  the  Continent,  and 
he  will,  I  doubt  not,  make  the  same  faithful  repr^ 
sentation  to  our  rulers ;  for  much  do  I  fear  that,  in 
spite  of  the  most  damning  evidence,  there  still  re* 
main  m  oertaan  quarters  grains  of  confidence  (whidi 
bear  in  them  the  ruin  of  our  country)  in  the  most 
unprincipled  and  deceitful,  and  now  the  most  iueffec- 
ti?e,  imbecile  Cabinet  that  ever  disgraced  the  pohtical 
annak  of  Europe. 

I  rely  on  your  writiiig  frequently  and  copiously 
durmg  the  next  interesting  four  weeks.  Reward  my 
past  services,  for  I  have  none  to  oflfiBr  now. 

I  join  with  General  Balfour  in  urging  Dr.  Jade* 
son's  appointment  as  physician  to  this  or  the  West 
India  Army.  For  our  own  sakes,  1  wish  the  former ; 
for  the  sake  of  our  suffering  friends  in  the  West,  the 
latter. 

*  *  •  *  . 


October  25. — The  Stadtholder  and  Prince  Frede- 
rick of  Orange  arrived  at  Amheim. 

October  27. — The  enemy  made  a  general  attack 

on  the  outposts  before  Nymcgtu,  and,  in  the  afler- 
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noon,  drove  them  under  the  protection  of  the  in- 
trenched position. 


TO  MAJOil-GEI^EKAL  Siil  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

Monday  Nigfat, 
Araheim,  October  27,  1794. 

My  dear  Hew, 

Though  almost  knodoed  up,  I  must  thank  you  for 
yours  by  the  last  mail ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  give 
you  a  hint  how  we  are  going  on. 

The  day  before  yesterday,  the  enemy  made  a  re- 
cminaissainee  In  fi!ont  of  Nym^^,  which  ended  in 

some  skirmishing  of  the  advanced  posts.  Yistcrda), 
a  detachment  of  their  Hussars  advanced  so  near  as 
to  give  our  cavalry  an  opportunity  of  charging  them, 
of  which  they  avafled  themselves^  and  killed  about 
thirty  of  them.  To-d:Ly,  at  noon,  the  enemy  made 
a  general  attack  on  all  the  advanced  posts,  and  before 
dark  obliged  jthem  to  fall  back  under  cover  of  the 
intrenchments,  as  the  enemy  embraced  tibe  whole  of 
the  position.  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  establish 
themselves  during  this  night,  and  that  they  will  bring 
up  a  considerable  quantity  of  artillery.  I  believe  it 
is  the  opinion  of  every  military  man  who  has  seen 
the  position  of  Nymegen  that  there  are  defects  in  it 
whidi  render  it  untenable  against  superior  artiUeiy; 

B  B 
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and  the  Dutch»  notwithstanding  the  strongest  re- 
peated remonstranoes  of  the  Duke,  have  neglected 
tiie  opportunity  which  was  given  them  of  putting  the 
town  in  a  state  of  defence. 

I  am  glad  that  the  Stadtholder,  by  being  of  our 
party  to  Nymegea  this  morning,  had  ah  opportuniCy  ^ 
of  being  an  eye-witness  of  the  truth  of  the  repre- 
sentations that  have  been  made  on  this  subject ;  and, 
without  the  gift  of  prophecy,  he  might  form  some 
judgment  of  the  confiequenoes  likely  to  ensue  from 
the  remibsuejiij  of  wiuch  we  have  so  much  reason  to 
complain. 

The  Dutch  h&ve  desired  to  take  the  ddfenod  of 
the  Bommeler  Waard  on  themselves.   The  Austriaoa 

arriving  in  force  at  Wesel,  enables  us  to  concentrate 
our  force,  but  I  much  fear  too  late  for  any  offensivcL 
opentions. 

I  have  tins  instant  a  letter  from  Balfour,  who  is  at 

TieL  He  says  the  enemy  attacked  Furt  St.  Andr6 
this  m^miQg.  He  did  not  know  the  particulars. 
The  caanoDflding  continiiied  when  be  wrote.  Jhd 
Duke  hears  the  Russians  have  defeated  the  Poles. 
This,  it  is  imagined,  may  have  a  good  effect  in  settii^ 
^  King  of  IVussia  at  liberty  to  co-operate  with  us 
if  he  diooees ;  but,  from  wodul  experience,  I  believe 
he  win  not  cliousu  it.  1  hope  there  is  too  much. 
spirit,  too  much  good  sense  in  our  Government  to 
contiDue  the  dupes  of  Europe.  I  repeat  h  again,  and 
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again,  and  again,  we  have  nothing  to  rdy  on  but 
Ph>Tidence^  and  our  own  exertions.  The  main  object, 
1  am  persuaded,  with  some  of  our  Allies  is  not  to 
beat  the  French,  but  to  cheat  the  English.  Would 
thai  those  whose  provmce  it  is  to  guide  the  hdm 
were  as  firmly  persuaded  as  I  ani  of  this  truth. 
Your  remark  on  the  Vendee  is  too  true ;  and  1  am 
sorry  to  say  that  our  new  kvies,  in  spite  of  every 
attempt  to  restrain  them,  stain  the  character  of  the 
British  army ;  for  though  there  are  no  English  in  the 
corps  to  which  1  allude,  yet  being  in  our  service, 
they  are  all  called  British  by  the  people  of  this 
country. 

A  council  of  War  is  sitting  on  the  events  of  the 
day.  It  is  midnight,  and  J  have  much  to  write,  and 
no  small  indinationr  to  sleep.    So,  Adieu. 

I  have  no  reason  to  bdieve  that  Fox  has  any  idea 
of  resigning  his  employment  here.  If  you  are  to  be 
on  the  staff,  take  care  and  lay  in  for  a  Flemish 
truncheon,  in  preference  to  a  West  India  sugar-cane. 
Once  more,  Adieu. 

I  have  lost  my  great  coat,  hairy  cap  and  wig; 
the  latter  you  may  replaoe  by  sending  me  one  of 
Ouningham's  best  (top  of  St  James's  Street),  fined 
wilii  cottua. 
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October  28. — ^The  enemy,  hsviiig  embnoed  tiie 
whole  of  the  positioii  the  nigfat  before,  thie  day 


a  view  of  establishing  a  battery  on  that  dyke  for  tbe 
annoyanoe  of  the  bridge.  After  a  contest  of  same 
hours,  die  enemy  gave  up  the  point,  and  our  troops 

kept  their  position.  Count  ClaLrfa)t  arrived  at 
Amheimy  and  returned  to  his  own  head-qoaiteis 
after  havmg  hM  a  conference  with  his  Royal 
Highness  and  Count  Walmoden. 

October  29. — Lord  Paget 's*  regiment  succeeded 
the  63rd  Regiment  in  thdr  quarters  at  Amheim,  that 
regiment  having  marched  to  Nymegen. 

October  30. — General  Wemek  (under  whose  com- 
mand the  corps  of  Austrians,  which  was  on  its  march 
to  join  us,  was  placed)  arrived  at  Amheim. 

October  31. — The  next  day  he  returned  to  his 
corps,  it  having  been  resolved,  in  consequence  of  the 
representation  the  General  made  of  the  impossibility 
of  his  acting  till  the  7th,  that,  instead  of  proceeding 
to  Nymegen,  he  should  cross  the  river  hy  a  bridge 

*  FieU'Marshal  Manpus  of  Anglesea,  G.C.B.» 
Gokmel  ol  tiie  Blues.  Entered  the  enny  as  Ueutenant- 
ookmel  in  1793 ;  joined  the  anny  in  Flanden  in  command  of 
the  80tfa  Re^ment  in  1794;  was  in  Holland  in  1799;  went 
to  the  Peninsula  in  1808  in  command  of  two  brigades  of 
cavalry ;  hrought  up  the  rear  of  Sir  John  Moore's  army  in  his 
retreat  to  Conmna;  was  at  Walcherepi,  and  lost  his  leg  at 
Waterloo. 


a/lvaiK  (  d  a  corps  on  the  eastern  dyke,  probably  with 
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to  be  erected  at  Wesel,  and  proceed  trom  thence  to 
co-operate  for  the  rdief  of  Nymegen, 


TO  HIS  EXCBLLBNCT  LORD  ST.  HBLBNS. 

♦ 

Head-Qnaiten, 
Amheiiii,  November  1,  1794.  • 

I  am  much  concerDcd  to  inform  ^our  Lordship, 
that  the  hopes  which  I  expressed  in  my  last  letter, 
that  the  arrival  of  the  AustriaDS  would  in  a  very 
few  days  enable  us  to  undrrtake  an  offensive  operation 
which  might  give  security  to  Nymegeo,  and  relief 
to  Graave»  m,  at  least  for  the  presept,  disappointed. 
Gaieml  Wemek  has  dedsred  that  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  him  to  bring  the  corps  under  his  com- 
mand, consisting  of  10,000  men,  to  Nymegen  before 
the  7th  of  the  month ;  and  that  when  arrived  there, 
he  thinks  an  attadc  on  the  enemy  will  be  very 
doubtful  as  to  its  event,  and  attended  with  many 
risks.  In  this  opinion  he  appears  to  have  been 
supported  by  most  of  the  general  officers  who  formed 
the  council  of  war  at  Nymegen  yesterday,  who  have 
given  to  his  Royal  Highness  their  sentiments  in 
writing,  of  which  £  dare  say  he  will  transmit  a  copy 
to  your  Lordship. 

The  offer  General  Wcruek  has  made  is  this, 
that  he  will  either  advance  to  Nymegen  with  his  own 
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corps,  and  be  ready  to  co-operate  witli  us  on  that 
point  on  the  7  th  of  the  month,  which  plan,  however, 
is  by  no  means  consonant  with  his  opimon ;  or  that 
he  will  on  that  day  cross  the  Rhine  by  a  bridge  to 
be  constructed  at  Wesel,  with  a  corps  of  30,000. 
if  this  latter  plan  is  adopted,  he  engages  that,  the  day 
after  to-moiTow,  ho  will  ceosb  a  considerable  corps  of 
cavabry  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  enemy 
collecting  their  magazines  in  the  Duchy  of  Cleves, 
and  of  giving  every  possible  interruption  to  theur 
oonYoys  from  Venlo ;  the  march  of  wfaidi,  owing  to 
the  badness  of  the  weather,  must  be  an  operation 
of  infinite  difficulty,  and  must  present  many  favour* 
able  opportunities  for  the  attacks  of  a  corps  of 
cavalry.  At  the  same  time,  tins  corps  wiO  be  em* 
ployed  in  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  the 
reception  of  the  army  which  he  engages  shall  psfis 
on  the  7th>  the  advanpod  season  of  the  year  render- 
ing it  absolutely  necesttuy  that  they  should  be  put 
uiider  cover. 

Impressed  as  his  Royal  Highness  is  with  tiie 
importanoe  of  Nymegen,  and  with  the  neceBsity  of 
making  c\  ry  exertion  to  render  the  attempts  of  the 
enemy  before  it  ineffectual,  he  naturally  adopted, 
and  gave  the  preference  to  the  arrangement  which 
appeared  to  lead  with  the  greatest  promptitude  to 
that  object,  and  was  much  disappointed  by  tliis 
unexpected  delay,  which  becomes  the  more  dis- 
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tressing  from  the  very  bad  state  of  the  works  of 
Nym^en,  and  other  circimislaiioBS  which  I  have 
already  detailed  to  your  Lordship.  The  possibility  of 
making  the  attack  immediately,  without  the  assistance 
of  the  Austrians,  has  more  than  once  suggested  itself 
to  htB  Royal  Highneaa's  mind;  but  as  fbe  whole 
.fbrce  of  infantiy  which  oould  be  collected  for  that 
purpose,  after  leaving  a  bare  sufficiency  for  the 
defence  of  the  Waal,  and  for  the  necessary  protectbn 
of  the  works  during  the  attack,  would  not  exceed 
13,000,  I  fear  it  could  not  with  any  degree  of 
prudence  be  carried  into  execution. 

Under  all  these  drcumstances,  his  Royal  High- 
ness has  dedded  to  adopt  the  plan  suggeeted  by 
Lieutenant-general  Wernek,  which  indeed  (as  no 
aid  can  be  derived  from  that  General  before  the  7th) 
appears  to  be  the  only  alternative.  In  the  meantime 
every  exertion  will  be  made  to  retain  the  position  of 
Nymegen,  on  which  so  much  depends ;  and  that  we 
may  be  provided  against  the  worst  that  can  happen, 
his  Royal  Highness  has  ordered  the  grofund  on  th« 
river  opposite  Nymegen  to  be  accurately  surveyed, 
and  has  given  directions  that  every  obstacle  which 
labour  and  art  can  effect  shall  be  immediately  formed 
there  to  stop  the  fhrther  jtognK  of  the  enemy,  in 
case  they  should  succeed  in  driving  us  from  Nymegen 
before  the  7  th.  1  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  in 
that  case  every  local  advantage  would  be  on  the 
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enemy's  side,  and  though  I  am  no  engineer,  1  am 
Gonvinoed  it  will  require  every  exertion  to  counteract 
the  superiority  they  wiU  derive  trom  this  eircum- 

staiicc. 

The  moment  it  became  a  decided  point  that 
neither  plan  presented  any  hope  of  oo^peratbn  from 
tiie  Austrians,  there  remained,  in  my  opinion,  no 
room  for  hesitation  in  regard  to  which  should  be 
adopted. 

Independently  of  the  difference  of  the  force  pro-  . 
posed  to  he  hrought  forward,  there  are  many  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  £rom  the  operations  of  an  army 
erossing  the  Rhine  at  Wesd,  which,  from  local  cir- 
cumstanoes,  could  hardly  be  expected  from  the  most 
successful  unoombined  attack  at  Nymegen.  If  we 
can  give  the  enemy  a  blow,  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
season  and  the  distance  they  are  from  their  maga- 
zines, win  precbde  the  possibility  of  their  msking 
any  further  attempts  this  year.  At  the  same  time, 
it  is  needless  to  disguise  that  the  uncertainty  of  what 
may  be  the  event  of  the  next  ten  days,  renders  this 
the  most  anxious  period  we  have  experienced  in  the 
cours(;  of  this  unfortunate  campaign. 

As  the  messenger  goes  off  unexpectedly,  and  I 
have  not  time  to  write  a  second  letter,  I  will  request 
the  &vour  of  your  Lordslup  to  send  this,  under 
cover,  to  Mr.  Wyndham,  who,  from  the  interest 
he  takes  in  our  operations,  both  personally  and 
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publicly,  will,  I  feel  assured,  receive  favourably  every 
inibrmation,  however  imperfectly  it  may  be  con- 
veyed. 

TO  HIS  SmSBL, 

Head-Quarten, 
Aniheim,  November  8, 1794. 

A  ray  of  hope  has  shone  across  us  these  last  few 
fkysy  but  I  much  fear  that  it  will  disappear  without 
afibrding  us  any  lasting  cause  for  rejoicing.  The 
uiil)  chance  of  being  able  to  undertake  any  offen- 
sive operation  depends  on  our  keeping  the  position 
of  Nymegen  far  a  certain  time^  and  every  hour 
renders  the  possibility  of  our  remdning  there  more 
precarious.  It  would  be  needless  to  recapitulate  the 
mcvtL^ring  disappointments  we  daily  experience,  and 
I  shall  only  add  that  I  have  many  more  fears  Uian 
hopes  in  regard  to  Nymegen,  the  possession  of  which 
place  is  at  this  moment  of  more  importance  to  us 
than  I  can  or  must  explain  to  you.  I  confess  I  see 
public  matters  in-  a  very  dark  point  of  view ;  but  I 
am  willing  to  hope  that,  by  being  so  inucii  engaged 
in  them^  and  personally  involved  in  the  unremittmg 
tonrent  of  ill-success  which  has  home  us  down  for 
Ihese  last  five  months,  I  see  through  a  darker 
medium  than  the  circumstances  justify,  and  as 
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staiiders-by  usually  see  more  of  the  game  than  those 
who  play,  I  rely  on  the  ^nsdom  of  our  mioisters  at 

home ;  but  I  am  in  my  own  mind  perfectly  per- 
suaded that  they  must  look  for  no  hearty  co-operation 
either  from  the  Emperor  or  the  King  of  Phissia, 
and  that  every  guinea  we  pay  to  those  soverdgns  is 

so  much  money  absolutely  tiiiown  away. 

*  *  «  « 


November  4. — ^The  enemy  having  formed  a  trench 
and  a  work  within  about  five  hundred  yards  of  the 
poflitioii,  in  the  afternoon  Count  Walmoden  ordered 
a  sortie  to  be  made,  which  service  was  performed  with 
the  greatest  gallantry.  The  British  employed  were 
the  Idth  Regiment  Light  Dragoons ;  8th,  27th, 
28th,  55tfa,  63rd,  78th  Regunents  of  in&ntiy.  The 
effect  produced  by  this  sortie  was  merely  a  trifling 
delay  of  the  enemy's  operations,  for  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th  he  opened  two  batteries,  which,  though  at 
a  considerable  distance,  mudi  annoyed  the  bridge.  In 
the  night  the  greatest  part  of  the  garrison,  with  their 
field-pieces,  was  withdrawn;  there  were  left  in  the 
town  (under  the  command  of  the  Dutch  General 
^/Hal^e)  4000  men,  of  whom  2000  were  British,  each 
'^m  r'i'44c/ct'     regiiiicnt  furnishing  a  picket  of  120  men,  the  whole 

under  the  command  of  Major-general  de  Burg  and 
Ueutenant-cobnel  McDonald,  55th;  Strutt,  54th; 
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and  McKenzie,  78th  Regiments.  An  ade-de-camp? 
was  despatdied  to  Genend  Wem^  to  ascertain  tbe 

real  state  of  that  oflScer's  preparations  for  co-opera- 
tion, and  the  exact  time  when  it  could  take  place. 
General  Wernek's  answer  aimed  the  next  day» 
stating  the  J  6th  of  the  month  as  the  earliest  period 
on  which  he  could  propose  to  be  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Nymegen.  As  the  state  of  the  town  of 
Nymegen  made  it  vUerly  impossible  to  hold  out  till 
that  day,  oidars  were  sent  for  its  evacuation  during 
the  night 


TO  MAJ0IU6BNEBAL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMFUfi. 

Head-Quarters, 
Amheim,  November  7,  1794. 

On  the  4th,  the  enemy  having  formed  a  sort  of 
trench,  and  having  got  a  work  in  great  forwardness, 
Within  iiTe  or  six  hundred  yards  of  the  position  of 
Nymegen,  Count  Walmoden  <»:dered  a  sortie,  which 
was  executed  with  the  most  distinguished  gallantry. 
The  British  employed  were  the  8th,  27th,  55th, 
63rd,  78th  infiintiy;  15th  Light  Dragoons.  The 
troops  assaulted,  and  carried  the  enemyV  trenches 
under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  musketry,  with- 
out returning  a  shot.  The  "  Gazette"  will  give  you 
further  particulars,  and  likewise  the  loss  we  have  to 
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lament  on  this  occasioQ.  Bnlliant  as  this  affair  may 
be  in  itself,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  only  eflfoct  it 
produced  was  a  trifling  delay  in  the  enemy's  opera- 
tions ;  for  notwithstanding  a  very  heavy  fire  that  has 
been  directed  against  them  evor  since,  yesterday 
morning  they  opened  two  batteries,  wldcb,  though  at 
a  considerable  distance,  so  much  endangered  the 
bridge,  that  it  was  necessary  to  withdraw  most  part 
of  the  troops  and  field  artillery  during  the  night  I 
am  happy  to  teQ  yon  that  thb  seryice  was  effected 
without  loss.  The  troops  left  in  the  tow/i  (fur  the 
position  is  necessarily  given  up)  amount  to  4000 
men,  of  which  the  half  are  British,  each  regiment 
having  left  a  strong  picket,  under  the  command  of 
the  three  eldest  Lieutenant-colonels,  viz  :  McDonald, 
65th;  Stnitt,  54th;  McKenzie,  78th.  By  the  bye 
the  first  is  a  most  exodlent  officer.  I  am  so  perfect^ 
persuaded  that  we  have  nothing  effective  to  look  for 
fit)m  the  Austrians,  that  1  sincerely  hope  the  remain- 
der of  the  troops  will  be  withdrawn  &om  Nymc^gen 
to-night,  though  I  feel  that  with  Nym^;en  we  lose 
every  hope  of  any  forward  move  for  the  relief  of 
Graave.  I  have  never  thought  it  very  likely  that  the 
Genml  who,  with  60,000  men  and  upwards,  crossed 
the  Rhme^  leaving  Maastricht  to  its  fiite^  losmg 
Cologne,  Uonn,  &c.,  and  all  the  country  between  the 
Rhine  and  the  Meuse,  early  in  September,  would  in 
November  r&4sro68  the  Ahine  with  hslf  his  army,  and 
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under  many  disadvantages,  to  fight  the  battle  which 
he  dediaed  six  weeks  before  with  everything  in  his 
&your.  Surely,  my  dear  friend,  the  cakmitieB  of  the 
campaign  must  open  the  eyes  of  our  rulers,  and 
impress  them  with  this  truth,  that  not  the  smallest 
relianoe  can  be  placed  on  the  King  of  Fhissia^  or 
Emperor ;  they  are  absolate  swindlers. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Diet  of  Ratisbon,  as  de- 
tailed in  the  "  Leyden  Gazette,"  breathe  the  most 
pacific  spirit  The  Elector  Palatine  proposes  that 
Germany  shall  dedaie  Hiat  she  has  no  intmtion  of 
interfering  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France ;  that  she 
shall  recall  to  that  nation  her  declaration  of  having 
no  wish  to  make  conquests  ;*  that  the  causes  of  the 
war  being  thus  removed,  a  peace  may  be  obtained, 
for  which  purpose  Germany  shall  request  the  interpo- 
sition of  their  Swedish  and  Danish  Majesties.  Where 
win  all  this  end,  my  dear  friend  ?  I  shall  not  be 
surprised  if  we  take  the  field,  next  spring,  sole  com- 
batants in  the  contest.  I  shall  admire  our  dexterity 
in  accomplishmg  this  point ;  but  I  am  persuaded  we 
had  better  fight  alone  than  with  the  Allies  who  have 
so  shamefully,  or  rather  so  shaiutleissly,  and  fatally 
deceived  us  in  the  course  of  this  most  unfortunate 
campaign. 

*  See  the  dedarRdon  of  the  Ministen  assembled  in  Con- 
giese  at  Antweip. 
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P.S. — ^The  enemv  s  lire  sank  two  boats  of  the 
bridge— <nie  yeilenky  evetuDg,  one  m  the  wgbL 
The  damage  was  stMk  repaked,  and  the  bridge 

maiiib  in  ^taiu  quo. 


The  loss  of  Nym^en  wae  the  subject  of  bitter 

complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch  a«:ainst  the 
British  army  and  government.  In  considering  whether 
the  ooatpkint  wm  justified,  and  the  Uame  thrown 
on  the  Duke  of  Yoric  My  awnided,  the  circmii- 
stances  adverted  to  in  the  foregoing  letter  ought  to  be 
taken  into  aocsonnt 

The  place  is  commanded  bgr  riemg  gnnmd  on  the 
south-east ;  and  the  Dutch,  notwithstanding  the  most 
urgent  representations,  had  neglected  to  put  it  in  a 
state  of  praporation  to  resist  socli  s  powerful  army  as 
came  against  it 

The  fortresses  which  the  Dutch  had  so  easily  sur- 
rend<  red,  and  those  of  which,  in  accordance  with 
their  ahamefiil  seeret  treaty,  liie  Austrians  had  per* 
mitted  themsehres  to  be  despoiled,  had  amply  pro- 
vided the  French  army  with  heavy  siege  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  stores  of  eveiy  kind;  and  these 
were  all  brought  to  bear  against  the  only  power  and 
the  only  army  which,  in  steady  pursuance  of  treaty, 
agreement,  and  declaration,  withstood  the  augmented 
hosts  of  republican  France. 
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The  AustriaDS  knew  the  condition  of  Nymegen, 
uid  of  the  ariny  under  the  Duke  of  York.  They' 
were  awe  that,  without  effective  co-operBftion  from 
them,  Nymegen  and  the  line  of  the  Waal  and  Rhine 
ooold  not  be  maintained ;  but,  as  Colonel  Calvert  has 
observed,  it  was  not  hke^  that  the  General  who, 
with  60,000  men  and  upwards,  crossed  the  Rhine 
eiffly  in  September,  leaving  Maestricht  to  its  fate, 
losing  Cologne,  Bono,  and  all  the  country  between  the 
Rhine  and  the  Meuse,  woukl  in  November  recsross 
ihe  Rhine  with  half  his  army,  and  under  many  disad- 
vantages, to  %ht  a  battle  which  he  declined  two 
months  previously,  when  he  had  every  advantage." 

The  reader  wiU  not  fiul  to  remark  how  earnestly 
and  incessantly  Colonel  Calvert  impresses  on  every 
one  with  whom  he  communicates,  that  reliance  is  not 
to  be  piaoed  on  our  AUiea.  "  I  repeat  it  again,  and 
again,  and  again,  we  have  nothing  to  rtfy  an  but  IVo- 
videnctj  and  our  own  exertions/* 


TO  MAJOR-QENBRAJi  SIR  HEW  DALRYMFLE. 

Novem^  9>  1794. 

I  have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  Srd ; 

and  as  tlie  post  day  is  frequently  a  day  of  hurry,  I 
anticipate  it  to  reply  to  the  questions,  which,  by  the 
bye,  you  never  put  to  me  before. 
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The  command  of  our  outposts  during  the  whole 
campaign  has  been  entirely  detached*  and  separate 
from  the  duty  of  the  line ;  and  the  corps  that  com- 
posed them  always  and  inyariably  feD  under  the 
command  of  the  Hanoverian  Major-general  Ham- 
merstein,  who  was  assisted  in  that  service  by  an 
excellent  officer  of  Light  Csvaby,  Major-general 
Linsingen.  The  outposts  were  generally  occupied  by 
light  troops;  but  on  a  requisition  from  General 
Hammerstein,  at  diffisrentpoiods,  regiments  from  the 
Lme  have  been  sent  to  take  a  share  of  the  duty,  when 
the  extent  of  the  posts  happened  to  be  too  great  for 
the  corps  he  commanded,  these  regiments,  in  that 
case,  always  filing  under  General  Hanunerstetn's 
command. 

The  want  of  general  officers  to  command  brigades 
has,  in  this  army,  been  an  evil  of  the  most  serious 
nature,  and  has  been  attended  with  the  veiy  worst 
consequences.   FVom  the  time  Lord  Cathcart*  left 

us — which,  if  I  recollect  right,  was  about  the  23rd 

*  Earl  Cathcart,  K.T.,  entered  the  army  (7th  Dragoons)  in 
June,  1777,  and  j  roceeded  to  America.  Extra  Aide-de-camp 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ;  Colonel  29th  Foot  in  December,  1792 ; 
Colonel  2nd  Life  Guards,  August,  1797;  Bngtuliei  general 
with  Lord  Moira  in  the  expedition  to  Normandy  in  1793; 
with  the  Duke  of  York  in  Handers  in  1794;  in  Hanover  in 
1805,  and  commanded  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen  in  1807 ; 
afterwards  Ambassador  to  St.  PeterBbnrg.  QeneiBl  in  Januuy. 
1812.  Died,  June,  1843. 
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of  July — till  GeoerHls  Balfour  and  De  Burg  joined, 

which  \v;is  the  laUer  end  of  September,  we  had  fire 
brigades  of  infantry  of  the  Line,  with  one  major- 
gesneral  (Stewart),  for  General  Fox  is  too  mudi  oocii- 
pied  in  bis  staff  employment  to  be  reckoned  as  a 
major-general,  though  liis  zeal  induces  him  to  come 
forward  as  such  whenever  he  can. 

In  ibis  time^  the  command  of  biigades  devolved 
on  young  men  newly  come  into  tbe  service,  whose 
years  and  inexperience  totally  disqualified  them  for 
the  situation.  I  could  mention  lads  of  one-and- 
twenty  who  had  never  been  on  service  before.  Be 
assured,  the  Duke  made  the  most  urgent  and  repeated 
representations  how  much  the  service  was  injured  by 
ibis  circumstanoe;  but  the  two  most  active  months 
of  the  campaign  were  allowed  to  pass  without  any 
redress ;  and  then,  at  that  late  period,  two  major- 
generals  came  out,  in  lieu  of  the  four  that  were 
wuiting ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  an  augmentation  to 
the  army  of  those  regiments  whidi  were  sent  from 
Lord  Mulgrave,  made  a  fifth  absolutely  necessary. 

The  want  of  general  ofiicers  is  always  a  great 
detriment  to  the  service ;  but  in  this  army  particu- 
larly so,  where  the  field-officers  are  many  of  them 
boys,  and  have  attained  their  rank  by  means  sug- 
gested by  government  at  home,  which,  I  am  sure, 
have  never  direcdy  or  indirectly  received  the  smallest 
countenance  from  the  commander-in-chief  in  this 

c  c 
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country :  consequently  his  Royal  Highness  cannot 
be  responsible  for  their  youth  and  incxperienoe. 

The  unfortunate  affiur  of  the  37th  Regiment,  whidi 
you  say  is  llie  subject  of  much  conTersatioii,  and 
which  I  declined  entering  much  into  from  notions  of 
respect  and  delicacy  to  a  very  deserving  young  man, 
their  commanding  officer,  happened  as  fiiOows :  The 
37th  Regiment,  on  a  requisition  from  General  Ham- 
merstein,  was  sent  as  a  reinibrcement  to  the  corps 
under  Yds  orders,  and  occupied  the  post  of  Druten. 
In  the  course  of  the  night  before  the  attack,  Major 
Hope*  sent  word  by  a  letter  to  the  Adjutant- 
general's  office,  that  he  had  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  was  considerably  reinforced,  and  he  had 
reason  to  apprehend  that  he  should  he  attacked  in 
the  morning  by  a  force  which,  unless  he  received  a 
reinforcement,  rendered  the  possibility  of  his  keeping 
his  post  very  precarious.  This  letter  was  deliverod 
at  General  Craig's,  who  was  absent  at  the  time^  and 
his  servant  received  it,  and  kept  it  till  the  morning 
without  bringing  it  to  head-quarters  (for  which  he 
was  sent  to  the  provost),  and  in  the  morning  Major 

♦  The  Honourable  Charles  Hope,  Major  37th  Regiment  in 
1794;  LieuttnaTit-colonc]  3rd  June,  1794;  exchanged  to 
28th  Light  Dragoons,  171/y  ;  appointed  to  /  th  Dragoon  Guards 
in  the  same  year  ;  Colonel  ist  January,  1800  ;  Major-general 
October,  1805;  Lieutenant-general  1st  June,  1818;  Colonel 
of  a  Battalion  of  the  60th  Eegiment  in  1812.  Died  &  General 
in  December, 
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Hope  was  attatked,  and  after  well  defending  his 
post  for  some  hours,  fell  back,  and  gained  the  dyke, 
by  wfaidi  he  was  to  retreat.   The  letter  not  b^pg 
received  was  an  unfortunate  ciroumstance,  which,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Adjutant-general,  certainly  ought 
to  have  been  provided  against;  and  in  regard  to  the 
support  of  the  post,  it  might  or  m^t  not  have  had 
an  influence,  according  to  circiunstances.    But  in 
.regard  to  the  calamity  which  befel  the  37th  Regi- 
ment^  in  my  opinion,  it  had  absolutely  none,  "becanse 
the  regiment  having  gained  the  dyke  without  any 
considerable  loss,  in  that  situation  they  were  in  secu- 
rity ;  for,  certainly,  a  battalion  of  infantry,  with  their 
fieid-pieces,  on  a  dyke,  might  defy  aU  the  Hussars  in 
Christendom.  I  am  so  convinced  of  this,  that  though 
much  support  might  have  been  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  post,  I  am  satisfied  that  none 
could  have  been  requisite  to  secure  the  retreat  of  the 
regiment,  having  once  gained  the  dyke  with  their 
artillery,  a  situation  m  which  increase  of  numbers 
would  only  have  impeded  the  progress  of  the  troops. 
The  news  hi  the  37th  havmg  be^  forced,  and  the 
letter  which  had  been  detained  by  General  Craig's 
servant,  reached  his  Royal  Highness  about  the  same 
time.    He  immediately  desired  General  Fox  to  take 
the  superintendence  of  the  retreat,  and  ordered  the 
Buffs  to  march  on  the  dyke,  together  with  the  63rd 
Regiment,  to  be  disposed  of  as  General  Fox  thought 

c  c  2 
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proper,  and  rather  with  a  view  of  rc-occupying  the 
posts  which  he  might  determiDe  to  secuie,  tbaa  with 
any  idea  that  their  preeeace  would  be  neoessaiy  for 
the  safety  of  the  37th  Regiment. 

I  am  very  glad  that,  by  your  letter  of  the  3rd, 
you  pointed  out  to  me  the  necessity  of  entering  so 
minutely  into  the  details  of  this  unfortunate  affair; 
and  I  wish  you  cuuld  inform  critics,  if  they  are  in  a 
situation  to  give  us  redress  on  the  subject,  that 
General  Stewart  is  in.  General  De  Buig  wounded, 
and  that  General  Balfour  is  at  this  moment  actually 
the  only  Major-general  doing  duty  with  five  brigades 
and  five  unbrigaded  battalions  of  British  in&ntry. 
Adieu,  my  dear  fiiend. 

Nofember  10. 

The  news  of  the  surrender  of  Maestricht,  which 
we  received  yeterday,  will  probably  have  reached  you. 
I  understand  the  garrison  have  the  same  terms  as 
that  of  Bois-le-Duc. 

The  Prince  of  Brunswick  has  declined  the  com- 
mand that  was  offered.  I  concluded  he  would;  for 
I  think  no  officer  with  a  grain  of  character  to  lose, 
would  risk  it  on  the  co-operation  of  the  Prussians 
and  Austrians,  and  I  trust  no  minister  with  a  grain 
of  sense  wiH  persevere  in  bestowing  the  riches  of  our 
country  on  these  deceitful  mercenary  bankrupts. 
*  «  *  • 
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TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Hcad'Qiiarters, 
Amheim,  November  11,  1794. 

I  am  sorry  to  iDform  you  the  Duke  of  Brunswick 

has  declined  the  command  of  the  Allies  in  Holland. 
I  am  not  surprised  that  an  officer  possessing  such 
a  militaiy  diaracter  as  his  Serene  Highness  does, 
should  refiise  to  risk  it  on  the  co-operation  of  such 
deceitful  allies ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  no  British 
minister  wiU  be  so  unwise  as  to  persevere  in  subsi- 
dizing Powers  whose  unprincipled  villainy  has  coun- 
teracted every  exertion  of  the  British  nation,  and  has 
involved  us  in  a  train  of  calamities  not  paralleled  in 
modem  days* 

The  surrender  of  Maestridit  is  not  likely  to  induce 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick  to  change  his  mind.  If  this 
event  is  followed  by  the  fall  of  Graave,  the  enemy 
win  have  the  course  of  the  Meuse,  and  can  bring 
their  magazines,  ammunition,  &c.,  from  France  to  the 
very  scene  of  action.  I  shall  not  speculate  on  the 
very  dark  prospect  which  these  events  present  for 
the  spring  of  '95,  for  I  am  sure  the  old  proverb  was 
never  more  exemplified  than  at  this  moment,  "  Suili- 
cient  for  the  day  are  the  evils  thereof.'^ 
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With  much  grief  I  see  accounts  of  the  horrid 

traDsactioiis  at  Warsaw.    Without  knowing  much 

of  their  principles  or  politics,  I  naturally  fed 

much   interested  for  a  people   who  are  suffering 

from  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  whose  object 

appears  to  have  hmi  merely  the  estaUishment  of 

thear  own  liberty,  without  any  internal  injustice  or 

any  interference  with  the  government  or  principles 

of  other  countries.    Doubtless  for  wise  purposes^ 

IVoyidence  seems  in  each  instance  to  permit  the 

cause  which   appears  to  us  the  most  unjust  to 

predominate. 

•     *        «  *  « 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  WILLIAM  WYNDHAM. 

Head-Quarters, 
Amheiin,  November  12,  1794. 

As  I  dare  assure  myself,  you  wOl  he  persuaded  that 

this  letter  is  dictated  by  an  earnest  desire  of  placing 
affairs  before  you  in  their  true  point  of  view,  I  have 
the  less  scruple  in  submitting  to  your  better  judg- 
ment a  few  observations  wluch  I  am  enabled  to  make, 
by  being  on  the  spot,  respecting  the  situation  of 
Holland. 

It  is  needless  to  remark  that  the  present  is  a  most 

awful  period,  and  let  the  laubc.-^  of  the  ahnost  unex- 
ampled calamities*  wixich  have  marked  this  campaign. 
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be  what  they  may,  the  fact  is  that  the  very  existence 
of  the  Republic  of  Holland  is  at  stake ;  and,  however 
unnatural  and  impolitic  it  may  be  ihat  other  Euro- 
pean powers  should  be  willing  to  allow  this  country 
to  be  conquered,  Great  Britain  appe^irs  the  only  one 
tiiat  takes  a  sincere  and  disinterested  part  in  her 
psreserrotion.  The  danger  of  Holland  is  much  aug- 
mented by  tliL'  numerous  parties  that  exist  m  the 
heart  of  the  country  agamst  the  Stadtholder,  some  of 
whom,  I  fear,  carry  their  faction  so  Ihr  as  to  prefbr 
even  the  introduction  of  the  fVancfa  to  the  legal 
authority  of  the  Princes  of  Orange. 

The  government  of  the  country  does  not  possess 
tihe  energy  adequate  to  the  punishment  of  these 
domestic  traitors,  and,  which  is  still  more  to  be 
lamented,  the  power  of  the  Stadtholder  is  so  fettered 
by  fonns»  regulations,  and  local  privileges^  as  to 
prevent  his  making  the  necessary  exertions  with  the 
expedition  requisite  to  give  them  effect  against  the 
enemy.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  appointment 
of  a  Commander-in-Chief  was  certainly  a  most  wise 
measure,  and  if  armed  with  suffident  powers,  he 
might  have  obviated  rn;iny  of  the  impediments  to 
exertion  which  have  so  materially  influenced  the  caia- 
mitous  events  on  this  frontier. 

I  am  much  coooemed,  but  not  at  aB  surprised,  at 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick  declimng  the  command  that 
was  offered  him;  and,  in  my  opink>n,  the  same 
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motives  that  actuated  his  Serene  Highness  will 
ensure  a  refusal  from  every  officer  whose  military 
character  is  such  as  to  make  him  a  proper  subject 
far  a  trust  of  such  infinite  difficulty  and  import- 
ance. 

The  fall  of  Maestricht  and  that  of  Gnave,  which 
must  probably  happen  ere  long,  will  give  to  the 

enemy  the  complete  course  of  the  Mouse,  and  the 
facility  for  transporting  their  military  stores  from 
magazines  which  th^  wiU  doubtless  form,  with  their 
usual  activity,  at  Givet  and  Namur,  and  of  bringing 
them  without  labour  or  risk,  under  the  protection  of 
Maestricht^  Venio,  and  Graave,  to  the  very  scene  of 
action.  In  regard  to  their  subsistence,  I  fear  they 
are  too  abundantly  supplied  by  the  fruitful  provinces 
of  which  they  are  in  possession  to  require  any  ftirthor 
aid;  but  whatever  artidbs  are  wanting,  they  will 
receive  by  the  same  conv^rance.  There  is  therefore 
every  reason  to  believe  that,  withouf  iiny  rigorous 
proceedings,  which  we  might  flatter  ourselves  would 
endanger  the  power  of  the  Convention,  France  wiD, 
very  early  in  the  spring,  have  a  numerous  and  well- 
appointed  army  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  ready  to 
undertake  the  conquest  of  the  Low  Countries. 

The  expectation  of  individual  advantage  will  allure 
many  adventurers,  and  the  prospect  of  national 
honour  and  riches  will  stifle  the  voices  of  those  who 
wish  for  the  le-estabhshment  of  peace;  and  the  le- 


Digitized  by  Google 


TUB  CONTINENTAL  F0WBR8.  393 


inoval  of  the  seat  of  war  will  naturally  render  their 
alignments  leas  efficadous  on  the  public  mind. 

In  order  to  withstand  this  torrent,  it  is  necessary 
that  we  should  be  no  longer  amused  by  negotiation 
and  promises,  but  calculate  &irly  what  resources  we 
have  to  stem  its  impetuosity.  The  first  power  that 
presents  itself  for  this  great  object  would  naturally 
be  the  Emperor ;  but  the  character  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty's  Cabinet  is  such,  and  the  state  of  his  army 
is  so  different  from  what  it  has  been,  and  firom  what 
it  ought  to  be,  that  I  imagine  no  man  will,  for  a 
moment,  listen  to  any  proposition  that  can  be  made 
Irom  that  quarter. 

To  the  Prussian  Cabinet,  perhaps  you  will  say,  aa 
little  confidence  is  due ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
Prussian  amy  is  in  a  state  capable  of  exertion,  if 
the  means  can  be  found  of  makmg  it  upon  meroe* 
nary  principles  (for  certainly,  upon  every  political  and 
moral  principle,  it  is  so  already),  the  interest  of  his 
Phassian  Majesty  to  engage  heartily  in  this  cause. 
The  reflectbn  of  his  near  alliance  to  the  House  of 
Orange  must  actuate  him  as  it  did  in  '87 ;  and  by  a 
sum  to  be  paid  by  Great  Britain  and  the  States- 
General,  on  the  perfornumee  of  the  service,  I  should 
imagine  that  he  might  be  induced  to  send  his  army 
into  Holland,  and  to  take  upon  himsLlf  the  preser- 
vation of  the  country ;  and  the  imminence  of  the 
danger  would  probably  induce  the  States  to  face  the 
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necf'ssity  of  giving  to  a  Prussian  commander-in- 
chief  powers  which,  from  motives  of  jealousy,  they 
would  withhold  from  one  of  their  own  princes.  The 
knowledge  of  sndi  an  amngement  hsTing  taken 
place  for  their  protection  would  cheer  the  low  in 
spirit,  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  this  country  an 
numerous ;  and  Great  Britain,  relieved  from  tiie  yery 
heavy  expense  of  an  army  on  tiie  Continent,  could 
^ve  greater  s€ope  to  her  exertions  elsewhere,  and 
would  be  enaUed  to  make  her  attacks  on  other  more 
▼ulnerable  points  with  imssiBtible  force. 

Whenever  the  wind  ciiLLu;:ts,  vou  will  be  so  over- 
whelmed  with  letters,  that  you  will  not  be  sorry  that 
my  political  rhapsody  is  at  an  end. 
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THB  Dvut  or  Bmimswicx.'«  cmxaos  or  m  wab— mbbembbA  or 

MABSimiCBT^-CHITIOAI.  gITUAVIOIV  Or  HOLLAND— linTBrar  OT  THB 
AOtlSXAK  AI.LIANCB— OBHAT  nUMT  IN  HOLLAHD  —  WIHTBB  OAH- 
TOmiEMTB  — BtaClB  Or  OBAATB  — OnBATIOMg  ON  TBB  WAAJL  — 

SICKNESS  AMONGST  THE  TROOPS — GENERAL  WISH  FOR  PF ACK — CAP- 
TURE OP  THB  BOMICELBR  WAAKD  BY  THE  PHBNOH  CONFEBJUICK  OP 

THB  ALUB8— BBITUH  BVACUATB  HOIXAMD. 

So  manifestly  were  the  divisions  of  the  Allies,  and 
the  defectton  of  the  Prussians,  the  cause  of  all  the 
disasters  of  the  campaign,  that  the  Duke  of  Bums' 

wick  himself  did  not  hesitate  to  ascribe  them  to 
that  cause.  On  January  24,  1794,  he  wrote  to 
Pnnoe  Louis  of  Prussia  in  these  terms: 

I  have  been  enveloped  in  oiroumstanoes  as  dis- 
tressing as  they  were  eitraordiDary,  which  have 

imposed  upon  me  the  painful  necessity  of  acting  as 
I  have  done.*    What  a  misfortune  that  external  and 

*  He  had  rdinquiahed  the  ooiiiiiiBnd4ii-Ghifif  of  the  Pinudan 
army. 
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internal  dissensions  should  so  trequently  have  para- 
lysed the  movemeot  of  the  armies  at  the  very  time 
when  the  greatest  activity  was  necessary.  If,  after 
the  capture  of  Mayenoe,  they  had  fallen  on  Honchard, 
whom  they  would  have  beaten,  they  would  have  pre- 
vented the  mandi  of  troops  to  the  north,  and,  by 
consequence,  the  diecks  of  Dunkirk  and  Maubeuge. 
Sane-Louis,  ill-provisioned  and  destitute,  at  that 
period,  of  any  shelter  &om  a  bombardment,  would 
have  &]len  in  fifteen  days.  Alsace  thus  would  have 
been  turned  b)  the  Sarre ;  the  capture  of  the  lines  of 
'  Lantern  would  have  been  more  solid :  and  if  the 
republican  army  of  the  Rhine  had  been,  by  that 
means,  separated  from  that  of  the  Moselle,  Landau 
would  infallibly  have  ^en. 

"  I  implore  you  to  use  your  efforts  to  prevent  the 
undue  separation  of  the  army  into  detachments.  When 
this  is  the  case,  weak  at  every  point,  it  is  liable  to  be 
cut  up  in  detail.  At  Mayence,  the  fruits  of  the 
whole  war  were  lost ;  and  there  is  no  hope  that  a 
third  campaign  will  repair  the  disasters  of  the  two 
preceding. 

"  The  same  causes  \vill  divide  the  Allied  Powers 
which  have  hitherto  divided  them^  the  movements 
of  the  armies  will  suffer  from  them  as  they  have 
suffered ;  their  march  will  be  embairassed,  retarded, 
prevented ;  and  the  delay  in  the  re-establishment  of 
the  Prusfflan  army,  unavoidably,  perhaps,  from  poli* 
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tical  causfis,  wQl  become  the  cause  io  the  sacoeeding 

campaign,  of  incalculable  disasters." 

Ill  requestbg  to  be  relieved  from  the  command  of 
the  army,  in  his  letter  of  January  6,  1794,  to  the 

King  of  Prussia,  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  uses  terms 
equally  forcible.  He  speaks  of  his  unhappy  expe- 
rience, that  want  of  connection,  distrust,  egotism, 
and  a  spirit  of  cabal  had  disconcerted  the  mea- 
sures adopted  during  the  two  last  campaigns,  and 
still  disconcerted  the  measoies  of  the  combined 
armies. 

«  •  *  * 

"  When  a  great  nation,"  adds  his  Highness,  "  like 
(bat  of  France,  is  conducted  by  the  terror  of  punish- 
mentls  and  by  enthusiasm,  an  unanimous  sentiment 
and  the  same  principle  ought  to  prevail  in  the  mea- 
sures of  the  coalesced  powers.  But  when,  instead 
thereof,  each  army  acts  separately  and  alone^  of  its 
own  accord,  without  any  fixed  plan,  without  unani- 
mity, and  without  principles — 

•  •  *  • 

Heaven  preserve  your  Majesty  from  great  mis- 
fortunes !  But^ev^thing  is  to  be  feared  if  confi- 
dence, harmony,  uniformity  of  sentiments,  of  prin- 
ciples, and  of  action,  do  not  take  place  of  the  oppo- 
site sentiments,  which  have  been  the  source  of  all 
misfortune  for  two  years  past.    My  best  wishes 
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always  attend  your  Majesty,  and  your  glory  will  be 
my  happiness." 


TO  JOHN  CALVERT,  B8Q. 

HeadpQiiiita% 
AmheiiB,  November  18, 1794. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  last,  we  have  recdved  the 
news  of  the  suirender  of  Maestricht  We  had 
reason  to  hope  this  emit  would  have  been  delayed 
ten  days  or  a  fortnight  longer,  when  the  advanced 
period  of  the  season  would  have  rendered  it  impos- 
sible for  the  troops  employed  m  the  reduction  of  that 
place  to  have  engaged  in  any  further  operations  this 
year.  However,  if  the  Dutch  stand  to  their  mark  in 
the  Bommeler  Waard,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
Rhine  and  Waal  will  pat  a  stop  to  the  progress  of 
the  enemy  till  spring. 

The  Austrians  constructed  a  bhdge  at  Wesel,  and 
occupied  Burik,  in  the  first  instance^  for  the  pur- 
pose of  co-operating  for  the  relief  of  Kymegen,  and 
in  the  second,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  the 
Allies  the  passage  of  the  Rhine  whenever  drcum- 
stances  might  enable  them  to  recross  that  river  and 
commmce  offensive  operations.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
they  have  been  driven  across  the  Rhine,  if  our 
reports  are  true,  in  a  very  disgraceful  maniiear.  The 
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enemy  are  in  possession  of  Rheinfels;  there  le- 

mains,  therefore,  no  passage  of  the  Rhine  between 

this  and  Mayenoe.    I  need  not  point  out  to  you  the 

impediments  this  circumstanoe  may  give  to  our 

itttare  operations. 

•  •  *  « 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  LORD  ST.  HELENS. 

Head-Quarters, 
Amheim>  November  20,  1 794. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  observe  that  the  reports  which 
lieutenant-colonel  Don  has  made  to  his  Royal 

Highness  appear  to  justify  the  political  sentiments 
which  I  ventured  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  some 
days  ago.  I  am  afraid  we  have  absolutely  nothing 
to  hope  from  the  Emperor ;  and  I  wait  with  the 
most  anxious  solicitude  (from  a  con\4ctiOQ  of  its 
importance)  to  hear  that  the  King's  Ministers  are 
impressed  with  this  truth  before  the  meetmg  of  Par- 
liiiinent  commits  them,  or  rcndrrs  it  necessary  to 
declare  what  line  they  mean  to  pursue. 

Of  the  possibility  or  expediency  of  making  peace 
or  of  carryuig  on  the  war,  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a 
judge  :  but  that  aU  co-opemtion  from  the  Austrians, 
however  obtained,  under  whatever  articles  or  restric- 
tions»  will  be  fiiUadous,  and  entirely  inadequate  to 
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the  great  object  of  the  war,  I  think  any  person  with 
a  oommon  degree  of  observation  may  venture  to 
affirin ;  and  I  do  not  imagine  that  any  man  at  all 
conversant  with  the  subject,  will  deny  the  imminent 
danger  that  threatens  the  very  existence  of  the 
United  Provbcea. 

I  bdieve  I  mentioned  to  your  Lordship  that  the 
enemy  had  made  several  detachments  from  Nymegen, 
which  gave  room  to  imagine  they  had  some  imme- 
diate enterprise  in  view:  as  they  have  not  as  yet 
made  their  appearance  on  our  flanks,  I  hegin  to  give 
credit  to  the  general  report,  which  assures  us  that  the 
French  army  is  gone  into  cantonmentB. 


TO  uajobpGSNbr&l  sir  hew  dalbtmplb. 

Aniheim,  November  20,  1794. 

I  mnst  not  let  this  mail  go  without  thanking  you 
for  yours  of  the  10th,  though,  in  truth,  there  is  not 
news  enough  stinring  here  to  fill  a  paragn^h  of  a 
patriotic  paper ;  and  the  wind  appears  to  blow  too 
steadily  from  an  adverse  point  to  give  us  reason  to 
expect  to  hear  shortly  from  England,  which  I  am 
particularly  anxious  to  do,  as  the  last  mail  brought 
me  an  unsatisfactory  account  of  my  mother. 

<Julund  Don  is  returned  ;  and  I  conclude  you  Will 
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receive  from  General  Graig  the  news  he  has  picked 
up  in  his  tour.  About  six  days  ago,  the  enemy 
made  considerable  detachments  both  up  and  down 

the  river  from  Nymegen.  As  we  have  no  accounts 
of  their,  appearance  on  our  flanks,  I  begin  to  credit 
general  report,  which  says  that  they  are  gone  into 
quarters  till  spring,  or  perhaps  till  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  by  rendering  the  rivers  passable  and  inun- 
dations of  little  avail,  may  enable  them  to  undertake 
some  offensive  operation. 

I  have  few  apprehensions  for  the  winter,  but  I 
confess  that  every  day  augments  those  that  I  en- 
tertain for  the  spring,  before  which,  the  possession 
of  Grsave  will  have  given  the  enemy  the  complete 
navigation  of  the  Meuse,  and  the  facility  of  trans- 
porting all  their  military  stores,  without  labour  or 
risk,  to  the  veiy  seat  of  action. 

Your  quotation  is  a  very  pertinent  one ;  but,  I 
assure  you,  I  do  not  share  in  that  mania  of  credulity 
which  appears  to  possess  the  minds  of  too  many ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  any  oo-operotion  from  the 
Austrians,  however  obtained,  under  whatever  articles 
it  is  granted,  will  prove  fallacious,  burdensome  in  the 
highest  degree  to  Great  Britain,  and  totally  inade- 
quate to  the  object  for  which  we  engaged  in  the 
war. 

The  Emperor  is  as  much  a  bankrupt  in  men  and 
money  as  he  is  in  fome;  the  German  Princes  are 

D  D 
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poverty-Stricken,  and  the  state  of  their  iinaDces  is 
fuUy  as  wdl  known  to  the  National  Convention  as  to 
their  own  officers,  who  make  no  scrapie  of  hokling 

a  sort  of  conversation,  expressive  of  their  sentiments, 
but  indecent  and  improper  to  a  high  degree.  Thus 
much  between  ourselves.  I  believe  the  wish  for 
peace  is  very  general  in  Germany  as  weQ  as  in  Hol- 
land, and  people  are  encouraged  by  the  naoderation 
of  the  late  acts  of  the  Convention  to  hope  that  it 
may  be  concluded. 

We  English  are  always  excepted  from  these  views 
of  paciiicatioQ ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  we  shall 
do  better  to  stand  forward  singly  in  this  great  contest 
than  to  embark  in  another  campaign  with  allies^ 
whose  want  of  ability,  exertion,  principle,  and  honesty' 
have  stigmatized  the  year  1794  with  a  degree  of  in- 
famy, and  loaded  it  with  calamities,  which  will  long 
be  felt  in  Europe. 

The  frost  has  set  in  sharp,  and  there  has  been 
ice  enough  this  morning  to  tempt  Ferraris,  and  that 
species  of  thread-paper  adventurer,  buj;  not  adequate 
to  the  support  of  a  24-pounder,  myself,  or  any  other 
weighty  article ;  consequently,  as  yet,  not  fit  for  any 
military  purpose. 

Considering  that  I  had  not  one  word  to  say  to 
you,  excr[)t  to  thank  you  and  praise  yun  for  the  wigs, 
which  arrived  safe  (of  which  one  encircles  the  brows 
of  Sir  W.  £rskine,  vice  laurel,  which  has  not  hbwn 
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this  year  in  the  Low  Countries),  I  think  that  I  have 
spun  out  my  epistle  to  a  decent  length  before  I 
subscribe  myself  with  much  truth,  to. 


In  the  preceding  letter,  allusion  is  made  to  the 
setting  in  of  that  remarkably  seven  and  lasting  frost 

which  covered  with  ice  the  uaturiil  defences  of  Hol- 
land, and  eniibled  the  French  to  conquer  the  country. 
Colonel  Calv^  had  repeatedly  adverted  to  the  season 
of  the  year,  the  moistness  of  the  climate,  the  wetness 
of  the  ground,  the  impossibility  of  carrying  on  mili- 
tary operations  at  that  time,  as  "  the  best,  nay,  the 
only  allies  on  which  the  British  could  rely."  This 
reliance  was  now  to  fail  them ;  and  canals,  morasses, 
and  even  rivers  being  frozen,  Nature  herself  aiding  a 
powerful  and  numerous  enemy,  to  whom  an  ill* 
affected  population  opposed  no  spirited  resistance, 
Holland  was  to  be  overrun  with  a  facility  which  must 
have  astonished  tiie  conquerors  themselves. 

We  cannot  refuse  our  admiration  of  the  eneigy 
and  military  vurtues  of  the  French  army,  commencing 
a  winter  campaign  after  eight  months  of  nearly 
ceaseless  %hting,  and  advancing  into  their  enemy's 
country  when  they  so  urgently  needed  repose;  but 
we  must  recollect  that  the  system  on  which  the 
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fVench  Repfublican  Government  carried  on  the  war 
was  to  disregard  the  sufferings  of  their  own  armies, 
and  to  deprive  them  of  the  provisions  and  comforts 
almost  necessary  to  existence  in  that  indement 
winter,  and  that  their  soldiers  knew  these  would  be 
found  in  the  towns  of  Holland. 

In  considering  the  war,  these  circumstances  must 
be  borne  in  mind.  .The  reasonable  expectations  of 
the  British  commander  led  him  to  anticipate  that  the 
season  would  render  Holland  inaccessible.  His  cal- 
culations were  disappointed;  and  the  French,  with 
their  usual  adroitness,  lost  not  an  hour  in  availing 
themselves  of  the  facilities  unexpectedly  afforded  .to 
them  for  invading  the  country. 
^  In  the  ensuing  letters,  it  will  be  seen  that  Colonel 
Calvert  sought  to  impress  on  Lord  St  Helens  his 
own  conviLLioiis  of  our  critical  position  in  Holland, 
and  of  that  which  ho  had  repeatedly  asserted,  the 
folly  of  pkciog  any  reliance  on  the  co-operation  of 
Austria. 


TO  HIS  BXCBLLBNCT  LORD  81.  H8IBNS. 

Amheim,  November  29,  179^. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  favour  of 
the  27th,  and  the  invitation  it  contains.    I  can 

assure  your  Lordship  I  look  back  with  too  much 
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pleasure  to  my  last  visit  to  the  Hague  not  to  wish  to 
repeat  it;  but  I  fear  that>  even  if  his  Royal  High- 
ness should  have  thoughts  of  taking  me  with  him, 

it  will  nut  l)L'  in  my  power  to  have  the  honour  of 
accompanyiag  him  at  present,  for  I  have  been  an 
invalid  for  some  time^  and  do  not  yet  go  out  of  the 
house. . 

You  flatter  me  much  by  expressing  an  inclination 
to  compare  notes  with  me  on  political  subjects.  I 
can  assure  you  I  r^et  with  the  utmost  impatience 
the  confinement  which  prevents  my  deriving  ioforma- 
tioQ  £rom  you,  for  to  me,  I  confess,  the  game  on  the 
continent  appears  completely  up.  I  firmly  believe 
that,  by  the  imbedfity  of  his  measures,  and  by  the 
low  cunning  of  his  unprincipled  advisers,  his  Im- 
perial Majesty  is  at  this  moment  reduced  to  a  situa- 
tion which  precludes  the  possibility  of  his  affording 
us  effectual  co-operation,  even  could  he  by  magic  be 
released  in  an  nistant  from  the  factious  crew  that 
surrounds  him,  and  could  the  same  power  extend  to 
the  elucidation  of  his  head,  and  to  the  rectification  of 
his  heart ;  but  as  the  days  of  endiantment,  as  well 
as  those  of  chivalry,  are  over,  we  must  look  to 
ordinaiy  means  for  the  repletion  of  the  Imperial 
Treasury,  and  for  what  b  yet  mora  essential,  for 
a  restoration  of  that  discipline,  that  patient  fortitude, 
and  that  exemplary  good  conduct  which  were  so 
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peculiarly  the  characteristics  of  the  greatest  part  of 
the  Imperial  anny. 

I  confess  I  was  one  of  their  most  enthusiastic 
admirers,  iiiid  I  still  think  that  the  Hung^arian  and 
Bohemian  soldier  unites  more  essential  military  quali- 
ficalionS)  than  any  being  I  ever  met  with ;  but  their 
best  officers  are  deeply  disgusted;  the  generality 
very  much  tired  of  the  long,  uninterrupted  wars  in 
which  they  have  been  engaged ;  and  the  whole  re- 
garding the  possession  of  Flanders  and  Brabant  as  in- 
jurious  to  the  real  interests  of  the  House  of  Austria. 
Under  these  circumstances  (which  I  dare  assure  your 
Lordship  are  not  exaggerated),  can  we  allow  our- 
selves to  be  amused  with  expectation  of  assistance 
from  the  Emperor?  It  will  require  the  most  exact 
economy  to  recruit  his  exhausted  treasvuy,  and  it 
will  demand  a  certain  time,  with  the  greatest  atten- 
tion from  the  most  capable  officers  be  can  procure* 
to  rescue  his  gallant  army  from  that  wretched  state 
of  ddlaJbfemeni  to  which  it  has  been  reduced  by  the 
narrow  policy  of  his  Cabinet,  which  appears  to 
extend  its  baneful  influence  over  everything  that  has 
the  misfortune  of  belonging  to  his  Imperial  Majesty. 
His  Royal  Highness  is  writing  to  your  Lordship  con- 
cerning our  affairs;  I  therefore  need  take  up  no 
more  of  your  time. 

#  *  *  * 
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TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Head-Qiiurten« 
Arnheim,  December  1, 1794. 

We  have  not  an  atom  of  news,  and  every  day 
more  and  more  convinces  me  that  the  enemy  will 
postpone  thear  designs  on  this  country  till  the  return 
of  the  spring,  and  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  and 
Stores  from  France  enable  them  to  act  with  dedsive 
energy;  and  then — but  I  will  not  anticipate  mis- 
fortunes, which  I  hope  the  wisdom  of  our  adminis- 
tration will  avert,  though  I  am  much  alarmed  by  a 
piece  of  communication  which  is  made  by  a  Govern- 
ment paper  to  the  public  with  some  degree  of  exul- 
tation— namely,  that  we  have  30,000  Austrians  in  our 
pay.  I  have  seen  enough  to  be  pretty  decisive  in  my 
sentiments^  that  all  efficient  co-operation  from  that 
quarter  is  hopeless. 

The  grenadiers  of  the  Guards  and  the  Coldstream 
B^ments  are  come  into  quarters  here,  and  the 
different  corps  are  getting  into  the  best  cantonments 
they  can ;  but  the  accommodations  are  bad,  and  I 
fear  that  during  the  severity  of  the  season,  which 
fortunately  has  not  yet  set  in,  the  scldiers  will  suffer. 
Every  relief  is  being  prepared  ibr  them  thai  the  cir- 
cumstances  will  admit.  I  rather  think  the  Duke 
will  keep  his  head-quarters  here ;  indeedi  1  hope  he 
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niay,  for  in  the  present  temper  of  the  people  of 
Holland,  Arnheim  is  a  more  proper  and  more  agree- 
able quarter  for  us  than  any  of  the  large  townS) 
where  the  inhabitants  are  more  numerous  and  more 
disaffected.  I  have  likewise'  :i  private  reason,  which 
is,  that  my  four  nags  are  at  this  moment  standing 
in  as  good  a  stable  as  they  oould  have  in  England, 
which,  let  me  tell  you,  in  these  times  is  a  conside- 
ration of  no  small  weight,  which  you  will  compre- 
hend the  easier  when  1  inform  you  that  Arnheim 
does  not  afford  amusement  of  any  kind,  or  any  one 
object  to  call  our  attention  fix)m  the  important  one 
in  which  we  are  engaged. 


December  2. — His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 

York  left  Arnheim  for  England. . 


TO  HIS  BXCELLBNCT  LORD  ST.  HELENS. 

Arnheim,  December  4, 1794. 

By  a  report  of  the  1st,  which  I  showed  to  his 
Royal  Highness  before  he  left  Arnheim,  I  am 
assured  that,  independent  of  a  corps  of  15,000 

which  the  eneniv  detached  some  time  ago  from  their 
army  opposite  to  us,  with  a  view  probably  of  giving 
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US  a  jealousy  for  Bergen-op-Zoom  and  Gertniyden- 
bcrg,  they  have  brought  reioforcements  into  that  part 
of  the  frontieis  of  France.  Tbdr  force  in  the 
vicinity  of  these  two  places  now  amounts  to  upwards 
of  20,000  men.  Their  posts  are  strengthened,  and 
are  exceedingly  attentive  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river,  and  it  is  imagined  that  as  soon  as  Graave  has 
surrendered,  attempts  will  b('  made  to  pa,ss  tlie  W:ial 
at  various  points.  The  enemy  have  assembled  near 
150  boats  (which,  as  they  are  the  property  of  the 
inhabitants,  are  probably  smaU  ones,  and  must  have 
been  secreted  from  our  notice)  in  the  canal  which 
empties  itself  into  the  Rhine  between  JSmmenk  and 
Schenckepsdians ;  they  have  many  boats  and  the 
materials  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Druten,  and  they  are  employed  in  the  con- 
struction of  vessds  in  the  basin  of  Nymegen. 

The  fire  at  Graave  has  been  uninterrupted  and 
heavy  these  last  six-and-thirty  hours.  I  am  assured 
the  enemy  have  sixty-two  pieces  of  ordnance  before 
the  place.  They  have  thrown  a  bridge  over  the 
Meuse  at  a  place  caUed  Overlangd.  General  Moreau, 
who  cominauds  the  siege,  has  his  quarters  at  Raven- 
stein.  Barracks  are  being  erected  for  the  cavalry  on 
the  heaths  between  Bieda  and  Boi»-Ie-Duc.  I  l^unk 
this  is  all  the  intelligence  I  have  to  communicate  to 
you,  and  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  any  information 
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are  so  multiplied  both  by  our  friends  and  enemies 
that  I  begin  to  despair. 

If  the  Duke  of  York's  stay  in  England  k  pro- 
tracted beyond  a  very  short  period,  we  expect  his  orders 
to  follow  him.  I  am  patriotic  enough  sincerely  to 
wish  that  his  Royal  Highness's  immediate  return 
may  render  this  measure  unnecessary,  for  I  am  per- 
suaded iiis  presence  will  remove  many  difficulties  to 
which  the  service  is  subjected. 

I  must  remark  to  you  that  the  accounts  that  reach 
us  of  the  constant  correspondence  carried  on  between 
the  Governor  of  Wesel  and  the  French,  bear  a  very 
extraordinary  appearance ;  they  may  probably  be  exag- 
gerated, but  every  pass  of  the  Rhine  is  at  this  moment 
of  such  very  great  importance  that  we  may  be  excused 
for  holding  ourselves  much  on  our  guard,  and  the 
transactions  of  the  campaign  unfortunatdy  fully 
justify,  what  I  abhor  from  my  heart,  suspicion. 

TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  JDUKE  OF  YORK. 

Amheim,  December  4, 1794. 
*  •  •  * 

The  enemy  are  oonstrucdng  vessels  in  the  basin 

of  Nymegcn,  and  endeavour  by  drums  and  music  to 
draw  off  the  attention  of  our  post  on  the  opposite 
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bank  of  the  river  from  the  noise  with  wliich  their 
work  is  unavoidably  attended.  *  *  •  •  pernsts  in 
the  belief  that  the  enemy  wiD  attempt  the  passage  of 

the  \Va;il  at  different  points  immediately  after  the 
surrender  of  Graave.  The  tire  at  that  plucc  has 
been  heavy  and  uninterrupted  these  last-six-and 
thirfy  hours. 


FROM  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK. 

London,  December  8,  1794, 

Dear  Calvert^ 
I  have  but  an  instant  to  return  you  many  thanks 
for  your  letter  of  the  4th,  which  I  have  just  received, 
and  to  inform  you  of  our  safe  arrival  here  on  Satur- 
day morning,  after  a  very  pleasant  passage  of  twenty- 
six  hours.  I  found  the  Duchess  perfectly  well  ut 
Oatlands.  I  went  at  once  to  Windsor,  and  was 
most  kindly  received  by  His  M^esty.  With  regard 
to  my  situation,  and  what  I  have  learned  of  the 
intentions  concerning  me,  you  will  hear  more  by 
another  opportunity.    Remember  me  to  all  friends. 

Believe  me,  dear  Calvert, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

Frederick. 
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Deeemher  1 1 . — ^The  enemy  made  a  general  attack 
on  the  Allies,  on  the  Waal,  and  in  the  Bommeler 
Waard.  Their  boats  were  drivea  back  without 
effecting  a  landing,  except  at  the  point  of  the  Rhine 
and  Waal;  at  this  place  they  found  means  to  land 
and  to  possess  themscU  es  of  a  battery  occupied  by 
the  Hanoverians.    Major*  at  the  head 

of  the  pickets  of  the  day,  attempted  in  vain  to 
retake  the  battery,  and  fell  in  the  attempt.  Lieu- 
tenant-general Buysche  was  more  successful  at  the 
head  of  three  battalions  which  he  assembled  for  the 
purpose ;  but  the  brave  old  General  was  amongst 
the  killed. 

TO  HIS  SISTER. 

December  11,  1794. 
•  #  *  • 

I  am  very  sorry  to  inform  you  that  this  morning, 
under  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  the  enemy  crossed  the 
Waal,  near  the  point  of  separation  of  that  river  and 
the  Rhine,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  onec^  our 
batteries,  from  which  they  were  not  driven  till  they 
had  destroyed  the  guns.  Two  Hanoverian  battalions 
charged  them  repeatedly  with  the  bayonet  before 
they  drove  them  out  of  the  battery,  and  Lieutenant- 

"*  Sic  in  orig. 
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general  Bu3rBcbe,  a  fine  gallant  old  man  of  near 

fourscore  years  of  age,  is  killed.  The  Hanoverians 
being  cantoned  in  that  quarter,  no  British  troops 
were  engaged.  A  heavy  firing  has  been  heard  aU 
day  down  the  river  towards  Fort  St.  Andr^,  but 
as  yet  we  do  not  know  the  particulars  of  what 
has  passed.  Probably  the  firing  there  is  a  feint  to 
draw  oxur  attention  fiK>m  the  part  where  the  attack 
was  made.  A  sad  prospect  for  maba  quarters  after 
an  eight  months'  campaign. 


TO  HIS  BOYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OP  YORK. 

»  Amlidm,  December  15,  1794. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  your  Royal  Highness  my 
thanks  for  the  honour  of  your  letter,  which  I  received 
last  night. 

I  never  had  a  doubt  that  your  reception  from  his 
Majesty  would  be  most  gracious,  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  information  of  facts  alone  is  necessary  to  unite 
all  the  unprejudiced  part  of  mankmd  in  the  opinion ' 
that  no  part  of  the  disgrace  and  misfortune  which 
have  marked  the  progress  of  this  untortuiiate  cam- 
paign can  be  attached  to  your  Royal  Highness^  or  to 
the  troops  whom  you  have  commanded. 

I  desired  Hewgill  to  acquaint  your  Royal  Highness 
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that  I  proposed  going  to  hard  St  Hdeos  the  be- 
ginning of  this  week,  and  crossino^  the  water  by  the 
Saturday's  paek«'t,  if  I  did  not  tind  aay  directions 
from  your  Royal  Highness  to  the  contmiy  at  the 
Hague.  I  shaU  aooordingly  set  oiff  on  Wednesday, 
by  which  time  I  hope  we  shall  have  received  the 
Friday's  mail 

Sir  James  Puken^  arrived  here  last  night;  he 
has  left  Lady  Bath  at  Bremen,  and  proposes  setting 
out  on  iiis  return  to  that  place  on  the  day  after  to> 
morrow :  tiienoe  they  make  the  best  of  their  way  to 
Rome. 

I  aai  very  much  concerned  to  inform  your  Rovid 
Highness  that  the  sickness  of  the  army  daily  in- 
creases^ There  is  a  fever  prevalent  with  wluch  many 
of  the  peasants  are  infected,  and  the  closeness  of  the 
cantonments  very  much  augments  the  difficulty  of 
stopping  its  progress  amongst  the  troops. 

I 

TO  MAJOR-QBNBIUL  SIR  HEW  DALRYMPLE. 

Arnheim,  December  20,  1794. 

Since  the  llth  the  enemy  have  been  very  quiet; 
but  1  conceive  that  this  calm  is  the  forerunner  of  a 
storm,  and  that  a  second  attempt  will,  ere  long,  be 
made  to  pass  the  river.  Every  arrangement  is  made 
to  give  them  a  warm  reception,  but  this  continual 
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state  of  preparation  harasses  the  troops  most  terribly. 
The  sickDess  increases;  the  numher  of  invalids 
is  lessened  only  by  death,  which  seems  to  be  in 
straight  league  with  the  Generd  Hospital;  and  I 
fear  that  the  winter,  which  is  generally  supposed  to 
afford  ease  and  comfort  to  the  soldier,  and  recrait 
him  after  the  fatigues  of  the  summer,  will  prove 
more  destructive  to  this  army  than  the  campaign  has 
been.  The  easterly  wind  has  cut  off  all  commnnica* 
tionwith  England,  and- left  us  entardy  in  the  dark 
respecting  what  is  going  on  there.  I  am  told  it  is 
quite  the  fashion  to  forget  there  is  such  a  place  as 
Holland,  or  a  British  army  on  the  Continent,  My 
friends  appear  to  have  given  very  much  into  the 
ton;  in  the  meantime,  I  am  resolved,  though  with 
a  very  heavy  heart,  to  remain  here  till  the  first  or 
second  week  in  January.  The  length  of  my  confine 
ment,  and  the  critical  period  of  it,  at  times  reduce 
my  spirits  to  a  very  low  ebb.  I  am  willing  to  flatter 
myself  that  the  remedy  I  have  recourse  to  contributes 
its  fiall  share  in  this  operation,  for  I  should  be  sony 
to  believe  that  they  could  be  so  much  affected  by  a 
circumstance  in  which  self  only  is  concerned. 

I  hope  you  will  oonodve  my  anxiety,  and  let  me 
have  a  very  full  and  partieular  account  of  what  is 
going  on  in  England.  I  shudder  for  the  ntxt  intel- 
ligence tiom  the  West  Indies  and  Corsica.  The 
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Austrians  are  come  close  on  our  left ;  three  battalions 
are  in  this  town,  the  grenadiers  of  the  Guards  being 
sent  out  to  make  room  for  fhem. 

P.S. — Ail  the  foreign,  especially  the  German,  papers 
breathe  peace.  They  attribute  to  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don the  delay  in  opening  the  prdiminaries ;  but  from 
the  little  infonnation  that  reaches  us  of  what  passes 
on  your  side  the  water,  peace  appears  to  be  quite  out 
of  the  question.  What  is  your  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject ?  I  do  not  pretend  to  judge  of  the  expediency 
or  possibility  of  making  peace  or  carrying  on  war ; 
but  I  deprecate  from  my  soul  another  campaign  on 
the  Continent,  in  which  any  reliance  is  to  be  placed 
on  Austrian  co-operation. 

FROM  UIS  ROYAL.  U1G1LN£SS  TM£  DUKE  OP  YORK. 

OatlandB,  December  32, 1790* 

Dear  Calvert, 
Many  thanks  for  your  letter,  which  I  received  on 
Friday,  and  by  which  I  find  that  the  French  still 

mean  to  make  another  attempt  to  pass  the  Waal. 
Both  Walmoden  and  Harcourt  appear  alarmed.  I 
confess,  however,  that  J  do  not  see  the  poesibiUty  of 
it,  if  proper  care  is  taken. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  you  have  been  obliged 
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to  consent  to  continue  three  weeks  longer  in  confine- 
ment, as  1  had  hoped  to  have  seen  you  over  here 
before  this  time.  Nothing  is  as  yet  settled  concern- 
ing me,  but  I  think  a  veiy  few  days  wOl  determine 
my  fate. 

I  have, not  time  to  add  more  at  present. 

Ever  yonis  most  ainoerdy, 

Frederick. 


TO  HIS  SIST£R. 

Amhcim,  December  25»  1794. 

I  received  your  fiigitive  {ueoe  of  the  1  ith,  and  you 
probably  very  soon  afterwards  leamt  that  it  was  my 

doom  to  experience  the  joys  of  a  Christmas  in  Hol- 
land. The  easterly  winds  that  have  lately  prevailed 
have  very  much  interrupted  our  communication  with 
England,  and  as  the  period  is  interesting  to  us  all, 
and  particularly  so  to  some,  this  circumstance,  umted 
with  the  freezing  of  our  iaoes,  cutting  of  our 
lips,  &c.,  keeps  us  in  a  degree  of  ill-humour,  which 
is  certainly  very  conducive  to  health,  and  (parti- 
cularly in  cold  weather)  promotes  the  circulation' 
of  the  blood.  The  thermometer  wasi  yesterday  at 
S"",  and  this  morning  we  have  the  appearance  of  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow.  The  quantities  of  ice  which 
come  down  the  rivers,  keep  us  in  daily  expectation 
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of  their  being  frozen  over,  and  consequently  render  a 
greater  degree  of  vigilance  and  alertness  necessary. 
The  hardships  tacpmmoed  by  the  infimtiy  of  the 
army  are  great ;  the  duty,  owing  to  the  nmnben  of 
the  sick,  becomes  very  severe,  the  batintss  of  the 
accommodations,  the  scarcity  of  fiidt  and  the  inteose- 
ness  of  the  cold,  give  us  little  room  to  hope  for  any 
amendment  But  I  hear  it  is  the  fiishion  in  England 
to  represent  this  army  as  in  a  perfect  state  of  securi^ 
and  comfort;  and  that  truths  of  a  very  contrary 
nature  have  lately,  for  the  first  tme,  found  their  way 
to  his  Majesty's  ear. 

I  cannot  see  without  much  concern  that  Govern- 
ment have  resolved  to  guarantee  the  Impenal  loan  of 
six  milfions.  From  this  I  oondude  that  it  is  resolved 
to  push  the  war  a  toute  outrance.  Of  the  policy  or 
impohcy  of  this  determination,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
be  a  judge ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  a  subsidy  to 
his  Imperial  Majesty  is  the  means  by  which  this 
ruinous  war  will  be  brought  to  a  happy  and  an 
honourable  oondusion. 

There  is  a  story  prevalent  here,  of  which  you  may 
probably  know  the  truth — namely,  that  three  regi- 
ments embarked  on  the  i5th  of  Sept^ber  at  Ply- 
mouth, for  the  West  Indies;  that  they  remained 
there  for  want  of  eomoy,  tiH  the  1st  of  December ; 
that  they  then  disembarked,  so  reduced  by  sickness 
as  to  be  unfit  for  service ;  that,  in  the  meantime^  the 
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Frendi  sent  3000  men  to  the  West  Indies.  If  this 
is  true,  I  dread  the  next  accounts  irom  that  quarter, 
which  will  probably  be  of  a  nature  to  mark  the  p^od 
of  Lotd  Chatham's  ptesiding  at  the  Admiralty,  as 

tlitj  most  disastrous  of  any  in  the  naval  annals  of 
Great  Britain.  I  say  if  this  is  true,  because  so  many 
felsehoods  are  propagated  that  it  is  impossible  to 
know  to  what  we  may  give  credit ;  and  I  always  am 
very  backward  to  believe  accounts  so  injurious  to  our 
governors,  and  prejudicial  to  the  governed. 

Your  answer  to  will  oertainly  not  find  me 
at  Amhmm,  far  about  this  day  week  I  shaD  set  off 
for  the  Hague,  whence,  if  I  find  no  news  of  the 
Duke's  immediate  return  to  the  army,  I  shall  bend 
my  steps  towards  England.  So  direct  under  cover 
to  His  Exct;llency  the  Lord  St.  Helens,  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Ambassador  and  Minister  Extraordinary  at 
the  Hague. 


December  27. — Intelligence  arrived  that  the  Dutch 
General  had  allowed  himself  to  be  surprised  in  the 
Bommeler  Waard ;  that  the  enemy  having  passed  on 
the  ice,  had  made  a  general  attack,  and  were  in  com- 
plete possession  of  the  island  and  town  of  Bommel. 
They  pursued  the  Dutch  across  the  Waal,  which  had 
become  equally  practicable,  and  established  them- 
selves at  Tuil. 
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September  30. — coiusiderable  corps  of  British 

and  Hessians,  under  the  cunimand  of  I^Iajur- (general 
David  Dundas,  attacked  the  enemy,  and  obliged  them 
to  abandon  Tuil  and  recross  the  WaaL  The  Allies 
were  not  in  sufficient  strength  to  attempt  the  re- 
covery 'of  the  Bommeler  Waard.  They  took  four 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  enemy  carried  the  lines 
between  Breda  and  G«iniydenbeig,  and  at  the  same 
time  made  themselves  masters  of  the  rich  country  of 
Altena,  whence  it  is  probable  that  the  wants  they 
hare  for  some  time  experienced  will  be  amply  sup- 
plied. 

The  commissioners  sent  from  the  Stitcs- 
General,  MM.  de  Rapliier  and  Brantzen,  are  received 
at  Bois-le-Duc.  The  French  generals  inform  them 
that  they  have  no  authority  to  accede  to  an  armistioe 
or  enter  into  any  negotiation  for  peace. 

The  commissioners  are  permitted  to  pass  on  to 
Paris,  but  not  in  a  public  capacity.  They  submit  to 
this  indignity. 

January  1,  1795. — 1  left  Arnheim,  and  arrived 
the  next  day  at  the  Hsgue. 
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TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OP  YORK. 

The  Hague, 
Tuesday  Night.  January  6^  1795. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  your  Royal  Highness,  that 
the  intelligeoce  received  from  the  army  since  I  last 
had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you,  has  by  no  means 
tended  to  lessen  the  apprehensions  entertained  for  the 
safety  of  the  country.  The  enemy,  having  crossed 
the  Waal  in  oonsideiable  force,  created  much  un- 
easiness, hut  the  alarm  has  been  raised  to  the  greatest 
height  by  a  report  received  from  Prince  Frederick 
this  morning  that  the  right  of  the  army  under  the 
command  of  General  David  Dundas  had  retreated 
from  Asseren  and  Leerdam,  and  had  fbllen  back  to 
Vianen,  this  movement  having  given  the  enemy  the 
opportunity  of  turning  Gorcum,  and  of  attacking 
that  place  on  its  weakest  point.  His  Serene  High* 
ness  had  himself  retired  to  Schoonhoven,  where  he 
waited  with  much  anxiety  the  operations  of  the 
enemy^  which  he  could  not  but  apprehend,  if 
duected  against  Gorcum,  would  prove  successful. 

The  messenger  from  the  army  whom  we  expect 
every  minute,  will  bring  certain  inteUigence  respecting 
the  transactions  on  the  Waal.  In  the  meantime, 
the  thaw,  added  to  liord  St.  Helens'  ai^uments  and 
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prudence,  has  ^ven  a  deo^ree  of  tranquillity  to  the 
Stadtholder,  and  for  the  present  appeased  the  alarm 
which  thrsatened  to  produce  the  most  rumous  and 
destractive  measures. 

The  Princes  of  Orange;  desire  to  hold  a  con- 
ference with  Lord  St.  Helens  and  the  Generals 
Alvinzi,  Waknoden,  and  Harcourt  at  Utrecht  to* 
morrow  night;  Lord  St.  Helens  has  proposed  to 
me  to  accompany  him,  and  1  conceive  that  I  shall 
meet  your  Royal  Highness's  wishes  by  attending 
his  Lordship,  and  bearing  the  result  of  this  important 
meeting  to  you  witliout  delay. 


The  conference  above  referred  to  was  the  last 

meeting  of  the  Generals  of  the  Allies.  The  Low 
Countries  yielded  to  their  fate.  The  Stadtholder 
and  the  Princes  of  the  House  of  Orange,  with  a  very 
few  of  their  adherents,  took  refuge  in  England,  and 
the  States- General  concluded  peace  with  France,  or 
rather,  resigned  their  country  to  the  absolute  dis- 
posal of  the  existing  Fk^nch  Government,  destroying 
by  thiit  inciiiisthe  balance  of  power  which  the  princes 
of  Europe  had,  during  the  last  two  centuries,  con- 
ceived it  their  first  interest  to  maintain. 

The  British  army,  under  Count  Walmoden  and 
Sir  David  Dundas  and  General  Abcrcromby,  rc- 
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treated  out  of  Holland,  crossing  Guelderland  and 
Over  Yssel  duriDg  the  'r^inrs  of  a  most  mdement 
winter.    It  was  a  march  of  fearfbl  suffering,  and 

not  alleviated  by  any  friendly  sympathy  or  aid  from 
those  whose  country  we  had  sought  to  defend.  The 
Dutch  peasantry  inhabitmg  ^ose  dreary  and  in- 
hospitable provinces  were  enemies  more  cruel  to  our 
exiiausted  soldiers  than  the  victorious  French  army 
who  harassed  and  pursued  them.  But  the  retreat 
testified  to  the  admirable  dtsc^pUne,  as  well  as  the 
courage  of  the  British.  Excesses  were  committed  by 
some  foreign  battalions  in  British  pay,  which  brought 
US  some  undeserved  discredit,  and  by  ih»  French 
emigrants  who  accompanied  our  retiring  army ;  but 
our  own  regiments  maintained  their  discipline  un- 
shaken by  reverse,  and  the  rear-guard  was  often 
&rmed  by  the  33rd  R^;iment»  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Wesley.  On  February  12,  the  main 
body  of  the  British  army  crossed  the  Ems  at  Rheine, 
and  reached  Bremen  on  March  27  and  28.  On 
April  10  they  embarked  for  England. 


The  foregoing  papers  were  ready  for  th(?  press 
when  the  volumes  edited  by  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, ''The  Court  and  Cabinets  of  George  III.," 
were  published,  referring  to  many  circumstances 
which  are  the  subject  of  Colonel  Calvert's  correspon- 
dence. 
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Mr.  GrcQville's  letters  from  Vienna  arc  especially 
curious  and  important,  and  show  the  motives  which 
animated  the  Austrian  Cabinet,  and  produced  mea^ 
sures  which,  during  the  latter  months  of  1794, 
uruused  Colonel  Calvert's  indignation,  and,  as  we 
have  seen,  drew  from  him  reiterated  expressions  of 
the  most  bitter  complaint. 

Mr.  Grenvffle's,  and  others  in  the  oolleetton,  are 
so  much  calculated  to  interest  the  readers  of  this 
Tolume,  and  to  illustrate  and  explain  tJie  afi&irs  of 
which  it  treats,  that  the  dates  are  subjoined  of  those 
to  which  the  editor  would  direct  attention  ;  they  show 
the  writer's  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  our  Allies  at 
this  time,  tfadr  mutual  jealousies^  approaching  very 
nearly  to  hostility,  their  ^thlessness  and  douUe^ 
dealing  towards  ourselves,  and  the  absence  of  that 
manly  energy  and  cordud  unanimity  without  wiiich 
aU  {»N)6pect  of  successfully  canying  on  the  contest 
wifli  an  enemy  so  united  and  energetic  as  FVance 
was  hopeless : — 

Lord  Grenville  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
July  9,  1794. 

Mr.  Thomas  Grenville  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
Vienna,  August  24,  1794. 

Mr.  Thomas  Grenville  to  Earl  Fltzwilliam,  Vienna, 
August  30,  1794. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Grenville,  August  31,  1794. 
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Mr.  Thomas  GrenviUe  to  Lord  Grenville,  Vienna, 
September  1,  1794. 

Mr,  Thomas  Grcnvilie  to  Lord  Grenville,  Vienna, 
September  16,  1794. 

Mr.  Thomas  Grenville  to  Lord  GrenviUe,  ^enna, 
September  22,  1794. 

Lord  Malmesbury  to  Mr.  Thomas  Grenville, 
Frankfort,  October  2,  1794. 

In  a  letter  dated  July  19,  1794,  Lord  Grenville 
says,  speaking  of  Lord  Comwallis,  whose  opinion, 
under  the  drcamstances^  was  perhaps  more  entitled 
to  respect  than  that  of  any  other  man, he  is  re- 
t  iirned  from  Flanders,  speaking  highly  of  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  far  otherwise  of  the  Austrian  generals, 
to  whom  he,  and  aH  mankind  in  Flanders,  impute  all 
that  has  happened.  It  is  a  whimsiGft!  circamstance, 
and  hardly  to  have  been  foreseen,  that  in  a  war  which 
we  carry  on  conjointly  with  Austria,  the  great  want 
which  we  experience  should  be  iJiat  of  Austrian 
generals  of  capacity  sufficient  to  command  the  ex- 
cellent troops  which  are  acting  in  the  Netherlands." 

A  careiul  consideration  of  Ck>lonel  Calvert's  letters, 
together  with  the  corroborating  testimony  contained 
in  the  "  Court  and  Cabinets  of  George  111.,''  and 
an  examination  of  the  sentiments  of  statesmen  of 
various  parties  and  opinions,  and  of  contemporary 
writm  abroad,  will  go  far  to  convince  the  reader  of 
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that  which  has  been  asserted  in  the  introductory 
chapter  of  this  work  to  have  beeo  Sir  Harry  Calvert's 
firm  opinion,  that  blame  for  the  fidlure  of  the  war 

was  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  Duke  of  York  or  to 
his  armv. 

On  December  30,  1794,  Mr.  Cannmg  said: 
"  Most  of  tiie  failures  which  attended  us  in  the  last 

campaign  must  be  imputed  to  the  defection  uf  our 
allies,  and  also  to  the  mioommon  number,  exertions, 
and  irresistihle  force  of  our  enemies,  a  force  of  which 
history  lias  no  pindlel."  And  L^rd  Aik  kland  "had 
no  hesitation  in  attributing  our  present  position  to 
the  disjointed,  ill-combined,  and  discordant  conduct 
of  the  Allies." 

The  Duke  acted  under  the  orders,  either  of  the 
Austrian  Commander-in-Chief  on  the  spot,  or  of  our 
own  Cabinet  in  London.  The  army  never  iafled  in 
doing  everything  that  valour  and  fortitude  could  effect 
For  the  exercise  of  the  higher  qualities  of  military 
ability,  no .  opportunity  was  given  to  the  Duke  of 
York.  The  planning  of  the  campaign,  the  direction 
of  the  war,  was  not  cntnisted  to  him.  He  had  only 
to  carry  out  the  orders  given  to  him. 

On  one  occasion  only  did  he  hold  an  independent 
command. 

The  siege  of  Dunkirk  was  decided  on  at  home. 
In  oonaenting  to  lead  the  expedition  against  that 
place,  the  Duke  of  York  could  never  have  calculated 
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that  the  siege  traia  would  not  arrive  from  Woolwich 
in  time  to  oo-operate  with  his  anny,  or  that  French 
gun-boats  would  be  permitted  to  impede  his  opera- 
tions. He  could  not  have  anticipated  that  his  Imperial 
Ally  and  commander,  instead  of  affording  him  aid 
and  oo-operatioQ,  would  have  left  him,  in  June  and 
July,  1794,  to  defend  the  line  of  the  Scheldt,  and 
later  the  frontier  of  Holland,  with  forces  insufficient 
by  two-thirds  for  that  duty,  withdrawing  the  Aus- 
trian armies  towards  Maestricht  and  the  Rhine,  in 
the  words  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  (Wey- 
mouth, August  31,  1794),  "abandoning  the  Duke 
of  York  to  certain  ruin,  if  the  winds  and  the  circum- 
stances of  Uie  country  had  not  permitted  Lord 
^NToira's  army  to  arrive  just  (and  only  just)  in  time  to 
cover  their  retreat  and  communications/' 

The  moral  to  be  learnt  from  the  whole  story  of 
these  campaigns  is  the  imperative  necessity  of  wise 
direction  and  efficient  support  from  home  in  all 
matters  connected  with  war.  Implicit  reliance  may 
be  reposed  on  the  good  conduct  of  the  army,  but 
the  Militia  Foris  is  not  sufficient  without  the  Comi- 
lium  Domi. 

This  is  the  lesson  to  be  repeatedly  enforced  in  a 
country  constitutionally  governed,  and  where  party 

ajid  personal  interests  are  so  liable  to  interfere  with 
the  union  of  statesmen  at  home  tor  the  purpose  of 
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rendering  our  arms  triumphant  abroad.  If  we  do 
but  look  back  at  our  military  operations  during  the 
present  half-oentury,  and  oonaider  thoae  in  which  we 
have  met  with  checks  and  reverses,  ^^f'  shall  trace 
those  checks,  not  to  the  misconduct  of  the  troops, 
but  to  mistakes  which  might  have  been  obviated  by 
those  who  directed  the  war.  Sither  the  war  itsdUT 
ought  to  have  been  avoided,  or  inefficient  com- 
manders have  been  appointed,  or  due  supplies  were 
not  sent.  On  no  one  occasion  has  the  historian 
had  to  write,  "Here  the  army  failed  in  doing  its 
duty." 

In  no  country  more  than  our  own  is  gratitude 
generously  bestowed  on  those  who  serve  us  well  in 

the  field ;  but  it  is  but  too  true  that,  in  many  in- 
stances>  we  have  failed  in  giving  to  our  armies  the 
means  of  achieving  success.  If  these  letters  have 
the  effect  of  drawing  attention  to  this  important 
truth,  and  if  causes  of  failure  such  as  here  portrayed 
are  avoided  in  future^  one  main  object  of  their  publi* 
cation  will  have  been  effected. 

But  it  is  not  too  nuicli  to  believe  thiit  llic  disasters 
of  the  unhappy  campaign  of  1794  contnbuted  to 
afford  to  us  the  experifflioe  which  aided  in  rendering 
our  arms  triumphant  in  future  wars. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  was  then  serving  in 
command  of  the  33rd  Kegiment,  and  his  intelligent 
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and  careful  observation  must  have  detected  many 
circumstauces  in  our  political  and  military  operations 
likefy  to  impede  their  success^  and  i^iam&t  which  he 
was  thus  taught  to  provide  when  he  was  placed  in 
command;  and  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
conduct  of  our  military  affairs  at  home  are  well 
aware  of  the  unremitting  and  not  unsuccessful  efforts 
made  while  the  Duke  of  York  was  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  remedy  many  of  the  lamentable  defects 
under  which  the  service  suffered  at  the  period  to 
which  this  volume  lefers. 


I 


CHAPTER  XV. 

OOLOMU  eAhVMMX  PitOOBIDS  ON    A  MISStOM  TO  BERLIN  —  HAS  AN 

INTERVIEW  WITH  THR  I>rTKK  OF  BRtTNSWICK  OBTAI>'S  INFORMA- 
TION OF  THE  TREATY  HETWKKV    I'RISSIA    AND   FRANCE — SUHSTSNCK 

OF  HIS  CONVKRSATION    WITH    THK  DI:KK    OF    BRUNSWICK  LKTTER 

TO  LORD   HAKKY  SPENCER,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  POSITtON  OF  AFVAUtA 
IN  BERLIN. 

In  April,  1 795,  Colond  Calyert  was  sent  on  a  mis- 
sion to  Brunswick  and  Berlin,  the  (  bject  of  which 
was  to  make  a  new  treaty  with  the  King  of  Prussia, 
and  to  induce  him,  if  possible,  to  take  the  initiative 
in  placing  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  at  the  head  of  the 
armies  of  the  Allies.  His  MSS.  on  this  mission  con- 
vey information  on  the  views  of  various  eminent 
individuals,  and  eluddate  our  political  and  militaiy 
histor)'  at  this  period. 

TO  THE  BIGHT  HON.  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

Saturday  Night,  Twelve  o'clock, 
Sheerness*  April  11,  1795. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  day,  witii  the 
enclosed  project  of  treaty;  and  agreeably  to  your 
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direction,  I  return  to  you  the  project  which  had 
been  delivered  to  me  previous  to  my  leaving  Lou- 
don. 

TO   WILLIAM   UUSKISSON^  ESQ., 

UNJ}<ft'8£0BKTA&T  OF  STATit. 

Saturday  Night, 
Sheemessj  April  11,  179d. 

I  am  mwh  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  of  this 
date,  and  shall  certaiDly  take  the  liberty  of  trou- 
bling you  on  the  terms  you  are  kind  enough  to 
suggest 

I  sincerely  hope  the  report  stated  in  General  Har« 

court's  despatch  is  groundless,  for  I  coiictive  that 
his  Prussian  Majesty's  coming  in  person  to  the 
army  would  indicate  a  determination  to  take  upon 
himself  a  port  which  would  certainly,  on  every 
account,  be  much  more  advantageously  filled  by  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  and  consequently  add  consider- 
ably to  the  dilBculty  of  our  negotiation  on  that 
point.  At  the  same  time,  I  should  draw  this  favour- 
able conclusion  from  the  circumstance,  that  his 
Majesty  was  in  earnest,  and  preparing  for  vigorous 
and  decisive  measures. 

I  shall  folldw  tliu  hint  you  furnish  me  with  in 
your  letter,  and  request  the  continuation  of  oommu- 
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nications  from  you ;  for  with  the  most  anxious  wish 
for  the  success  of  our  negotiation,  and  feeling  v  ery 
strongly  the  great  importance  of  it,  I  cannot  but 
entertain  many  doubts  of  my  own  abiHty  in  con- 
ducting it,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  avail  myself  of 
the  aid  of  those  who  are  better  informed  than 
myself. 

TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Sbeemeu,  April  12th«  1795. 

Very  fortunately,  the  wind,  whidi  for  some  days 

has  been  due  east,  has  got  round  to  the  west ;  and 
if  it  holds,  we  have  the  prospect  of  a  good  passage. 
The  tide  will  not  serve  for  going  out  of  the  harbour  * 
tin  the  afternoon,  so  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get 
through  the  Swinn  till  daylight  tomorrow.  The 
*  Cobouig'  is  appointed  to  cany  us,  and  my  voyage 
is  rendered  less  irksome  by  the  company  of  Colonel 
Hislop,  who  is  going  from  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales  to  Brunswick.  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to 
arrange  matters  so  as  to  return  together,  for  I  don't 
think  my  business  wiU  detain  me  much  longer 
than  his,  and  he  has  promised  not  to  mind  a  few 
days. 

•  *  *  « 

It  has  just  occurred  to  us  that  bedding  is  not  an 

unnecessary  article  on  board  our  vessel ;  and  havmg 
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rejected  the  offer  of  the  old  Scotch  lieutenant,  who 
commands  her,  of  half  his  bed  (which,  by  the  bye» 
considering  my  propensity  to  be  sick,  was  a  very 
fiberal  one),  I  must  set  out  in  quest  of  some  appa- 
ratus of  that  kind. 

If  an  opportunity  offers,  I  shall  write  to  yott  as 
soon  as  we  land.  If  you  don't  hear  from  me,  sup- 
pose that  I  am  busily  employed  in  the  object  of  my 
mission,  and  using  all  the  expedition  1  can  to  get 
back  to  my  friends. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

Satarday  Night. 
Branswick,  April  16th,  1795. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  disem- 
barked at  Stade  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16tii,  and 
that  I  arrived  here  this  morning. 

It  is  with  infinite  ooncem  that  I  find  tiie  report 
which  is  circulated  in  every  part  of  the  country 
through  which  I  have  passed,  of  his  l-mssian  Majesty 
having  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  French,  is  well 
authenticated;  of  this  transaction  I  doubt  not  you 
have  accounts  from  other  quarters ;  but  the  un- 
certainty of  conveyance,  and  the  importance  of  ihi; 
subject,  induce  me  so  £Eur  to  intrude  on  your  time  as 

F  P 
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to  state  for  your  information  particulars  which  I  have 
reoeived  from  his  Serene  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Branswiek. 

It  appears  that  the  treaty,  which  hk  Serene 

Highness  says  he  has  reason  to  believe  is  actually 
signed  (though  as  yet  no  official  notification  has  been 
made  to  him  on  the  suhjeot)  is  rather  an  agreement 
for  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  not  an  absolute  treaty 
of  peaoe.  But  a  line  of  demarcation  has  been  drawn 
as  a  temporary  boundary  between  the  Pmsnana  and 
the  French,  with  the  extent  of  which  his  Serraie 
Highness  is  not  entirely  acquainted,  but  lie  under- 
stands that  it  runs  from  Emmerick  to  the  Roer, 
including  on  the  Prussian  side  his  Majesty's  terri- 
tories between  the  Rhine  and  Meuse,  and  compre- 
hends the  Northern  German  Principalities.  It  is 
agreed  that  both  parties  shall  keep  armies  of  ob- 
servation, that  of  Prussia  being  on  the  £ms,  and 
that  on  the  final  ratification  of  this  treaty,  and  not 
before,  the  French  shall  enter  mto  any  negotiation 
his  Fhissian  Majes!?^,  may  wish  to  set  on  foot  on  the 
part  of  the  United  IVoirinceB.  Although  this  cessation 
of  hostilities  must  very  considerably  counteract  the 
object  recommended  to  Lord  Henry  Spencer,  I  by 
no  means  consider  it  an  absolute  bar  to  the  final  com- 
pletion of  it ;  for  I  am  well  assured  there  is  a  strong 
party  at  Berlin,  who  wish  for  a  continuance  of  the 
alliance,  and  that  the  King  himseli*  does  not  consider 
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thfi  dissoltttioii  of  it  wiflAumt  a  degree  of  regret  and 
appr^iension  on  those  points  which  arc  partioulariy 
the  objects  of  my  mission.  The  Duke  of  Brunswick 
expressed  himself  in  the  wannest  and  most  liberal 
terms ;  and  I  eonoeive  you  may  be  assured  that  his 
Serene  Highmsia's  sentiments  arc  such  as  yuu  wish 
them,  and  that  you  may  rely  on  his  taking  any  part 
the  acoeptance  oi  whioh  is  not  likely  to  prove  a 
sttlject  of  jealousy  and  displeasure  to  the  King  of 
Prussia.  His  Serene  Highness  is  of  opinion  that  I 
had  better  not  carry  any  letter  £rom  him  to  Berlin, 
and  appeared  much  to  wkh  that  his  name  should  be 
first  mentioned  fixym  another  quarter. 

I  shall  proceed  to  Berlin  without  delay,  and  as 
soon  as  I  can  be  the  bearer  of  any  dedsive  intel- 
ligence^ shall  return  to  Englaod  vdth  the  utmost 
expedition. 


TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  FIELD-MARSHAL,  THE 

nUKB  OF  YORK. 

Saturday  Night, 
Bfuoswick,  April  18,  1795. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  yuur  U()y:il  Highness 
that  I  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  have  had  an 
interview  with  his  Serene  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick. 

F  F  2 
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As  Mr.  Pitt  directed  me  to  correspond  officially 
with  Mr.  Dundas,  and  infonned  me  that  the  conteots 
of  my  letters  would  always  be  immediately  imparted 
to  your  Royul  Highness,  I  need  not  trouble  you  with 
a  repetition  of  what  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Dundas 
this  day.  I  most,  however,  mention  to  your  Royal 
Highness  that  the  Duke  of  Brunswidc's  sentiments 
on  the  points  on  which  he  conversed,  coincide  most 
entirely  with  yours.  His  opinion  respecting  the  King 
of  I^ssia  and  the  Prussian  Government  was  ex- 
pressed almost  in  the  same  words  as  your  Royal 
Highness  made  use  of,  and  he  much  lamented  that  a 
negotiation  with  his  Prussian  Majesty  had  not  been 
entered  into  under  your  Royal  Highness's  auspices, 
as  he  doubts  not  that  it  would  have  produced  the 
greatest  advantages  to  the  Allies. 

His  Serene  Highness  appears  fuDy  aware  of  the 
ruinous  consequences  which  might  eventually  ensue 
from  a  combination  of  the  Prussians  and  French ; 
and  expressed  in  the  wannest  terms  his  personal 
attachment  to  Great  Britain,  and  his  devotion  to  the 
great  and  common  cause'  which  should  imite  and 
direct  the  operations  of  every  power  in  Europe.  I 
shall  proceed  immediately  to  Berlin,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  con6sss  with  much  apprehension  for  the  sub- 
ject of  my  mission. 
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Substance  of  a  Ckmversation  with  his  Serene  High^ 
ness  the  Duke  of  BruMwiek,  at  Brmtwkk,  \Bth 

of  April,  1795. 

His  SercDc  Highness  in  general  terms  expresses 
very  strongly  his  surprise  at  the  conduct  of  the  Court 
of  Beilin,  respecting  the  treaty  with  France,  which 
his  Serene  Highness  has  no  doubt  is  actuall)  signed, 
though  no  otiicial  communication  has  been  made  to 
him  of  that  erent  His  Serene  Highness  sees  the 
danger  to  which  his  F^rusdan  Majesty  exposes  him- 
self by  this  desertion  from  the  grand  alliance,  and 
the  ruinous  consequences  which  are  likely  to  ensue 
to  the  AUies  in  general.  He  is  of  opinion  that  a 
greater  puhlic  sendee  cannot  be  rendered  than  the 
warding  off  this  blow,  which  threatens  so  great  a 
diminutbn  of  force  and  iufluence  to  the  Allies ;  and 
he  is  indined  to  believe  that  this  is  still  practicable, 
as  he  knows  that  there  exists  a  very  considerable 
party  at  Berlin  who  are  sincerely  desirous  of  the  con- 
tmuanoe  of  the  alliance;  and  he  is  persuaded  that 
his  Prussian  Majesty  himsdf  views  with  no  small 
grief  and  apprehension  the  prospect  of  its  dissolu- 
tion. His  Serene  Highness  has  not  the  particulars 
of  the  treaty,  but  has  reason  to  believe  that  it  is 
rather  an  agreement  for  a  cessation  of  arms,  than  an 
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actual  treaty  of  peace.  A  line  of  demarcatioQ  is 
drawn,  which  is  to  serve  as  a  temporaiy  houndary 
betweoti  the  Prussians  and  the  Frendi.  It  runs 
from  Emmerick  to  the  Roer,  induding  on  the  Prus- 
««>  side  his  PruKian  Majesty's  temtonr  betweeo 
the  Rhine  and  Mease,  and  comprehends  aH  the 
Northern  German  Principalities.  Both  parties  are  to 
keep  armies  of  observation,  that  of  Prussia  being  on 
the  Ems ;  and  in  lAiis  state  affairs  are  to  remain  until 
a  general  pactfication  can  be  eflfected.  Oa  the  ratifi- 
cation of  this  Cmn  *  ntion,  the  French  are  to  listen  to 
anything  his  Prussian  Majesty  may  wish  to  urge  on 
the  part  of  the  United  Provinces.  His  Serene  High- 
ness, by  a  private  letter  from  M.  de  Hardenbeig, 
understands  that  thut  minister  is  instructed,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  sue  for  a  restitution  of  the  property 
of  the  House  of  Orange. 

His  Serene  Highness  approves  the  project,*  wishes 
much  caution  and  delicacy  to  be  observed  in  the 
artide  of  mustering  the  Prussian  Army,  of  which^ 
however*  he  acknowledges  the  necessity,  avows  him- 
self strongly  attached  to  Grc;it  liiitain,  and  entirely 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  Alliance.  He  wishes  not 
to  come  forward  in  any  tight  which  may  give  offence 
to  the  Court  of  Berlin,  and  that  in  case  he  accepts 
the  high  situation  offered  to  him,  he  shuold,  iu  tiie 
first  instance,  be  named  from  that  quarter.  He  re- 
'  *  The  Treaty  of  which  Colonel  Calvert  was  the  beaver. 
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commends  the  utmost  delicacy  on  this  point.  He 
has  lately  metved  a  vety  kind  letter  from  the  King 
of  Prussia,  expressing  a  wish  to  employ  him  in  ease 
of  a  renewal  of  liostilities.  He  thinks  that  his 
name,  or  any  letter  from  him  in  this  stege  of  the 
negottalion  (in  the  success  of  which  he  is  much 
interested),  would  be  prejudicial.  His  Serene  High- 
ness views  the  possibility  of  a  coDabiuation  between 
Prussia  and  France  as  absolttte  ruin  to  himself  and 
the  other  neighbouring  princes.  His  Serene  High- 
ness fears  that  Jacobin  principles  are  making  great 
progress  in  the  Prussian  dominions. 

He  Teiy  strongly  recommends,  in  case  of  the 
object  of  the  negotiation  bong  happily  effected  and 
the  Alliance  renewed,  that  some  Minister,  of  the  hi'st 
rank  and  abilities,  should  be  placed  near  his  Prus- 
sian Majesty,  with  orders  to  be  as  little  absent  from 
the  Court  as  possible.  He  believes  the  present  nego- 
tiation with  France  was  entered  into  quite  contrary 
to  his  Majesty's  real  wishes,  and  that  it  is  entirely 
the  work  of  the  prevalent  party. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  BON  HENRY  DUNDA& 

Berlin,  Apia  21, 1795. 

I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  from  Bruns- 
wickt  on  the  night  of  Saturday,  the  18th,  and  as  I 
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sent  the  letter  by  cstafette  to  the  army,  I  ventured  to 
enter  pretty  fiilly  on  the  subject  of  my  mission*  As 
this  goes  by  the  Hamburgh  post,  I  shall  only  inform 
you  that  I  arrived  here  last  night,  and  take  the  liberty 
of  referring  you  for  particulars  to  Lord  Henry  Spen- 
cer's despatch  in  cyphers.  It  appears  to  me  that 
there  remains  one  chance  of  some  benefit  being  de- 
rived from  my  arrival  here,  and  that  a  very  short 
period  must  determine  that  point. 


Colonel  Calvert  remained  at  Borlin  only  a  few 
days ;  on  his  return  to  Brunswick,  he  had  another 

convcrsatiun  with  the  Duke,  of  which  the  following 
is  the  substance, 

April  27. 1795. 

His  Serene  Highness  has  received  two  very  friendly 
letters  from  his  Imperial  Majesty.  Monsieur  de 
Lambert,  formerly  general  officer  in  the  French 
service,  but  at  present  employed  by  Rusma,  passed 
through  Brunswick  four  days  before,  on  his  way  to 
Berlin,  with  offers  from  the  Court  of  St  Petersbuig, 
which,  had  they  arrived  three  weeks  sooner,  would 
have  been  highly  acceptable  to  the  King  of  Prussia, 
and  such  as  the  prevailing  party  must  probably  have 
acceded  to;  they  contain^  however,  no  promise  of 
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pecuniary  assistance.  At  present  th^  can  be  pro- 
dudive  of  no  immediate  good  consequences. 

His  Serene  Highness  thinks  a  total  rupture  with 
Prussia  to  be  avoided,  if  possible — advises  strongly 
that  the  project  should  remain  .with  Lord  Henxy 
Spencer,  with  discretionary  orders  to  make  use  of  it 
as  he  may  iiiici  an  opportunity. 

His  Serene  Highness  is  of  opinion  that,  under  the 
existing  drcumstanoes,  and  under  the  orders  which 
accompanied  the  project,  Lord  Henry  Spencer  could 
take  no  further  steps  in  the  business  than  he  did. 
Though  necessity  may  have  ob%ed  his  Prussian 
Majesty  to  eater  into  this  treaty  with  France,  bis 
S^ne  Highness  cannot  befieve  that  any  circum- 
stance will  induce  him  ever  so  totally  to  depart  from 
his  former  sentiments  and  connexions  as  to  engage 
in  an  alliance  with  the  BVencfa. 

His  Serene  Highness  confesses,  however,  an  obser- 
vation whicli  I  made  on  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  not  to  be  unfounded,  and  to  give  reasonable 
cause  for  ajarm ;  that,  namely,  which  stipulates  that 
the  Allies  shall  not  continue  the  war  on  the  line  of 
demarcation  agreed  on  by  the  contracting  powers, 
and  consequently  takes  from  the  Allies  the  fiicdty  of 
acting  on  the  point  most  essential  to  their  interests, 
and  on  which  the  enemy  is  the  most  vulnerable. 

His  Serene  Highness  believes  that  the  party  in 
the  Prusnan  Ministry,  who  have  been  so  forward  in 
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making  the  peace,  have  insinuated  to  the  King  tlal 
they  ha^e  good  reason  for  believing  that  on  the  con- 
elusion  of  the  pment  treaty,  the  FVeneh  mSi  consent 
not  only  to  a  restoration  of  the  property  of  the 
House  of  Orange,  but  likewise  in  some  d^ee  to 
that  of  its  power. 

His  Serene  I^hness  is  persuaded  tliat  these  ex- 
pectations  are  fallacious,  and  raised  merely  to  induce 
the  King  to  accede  to  the  treaty ;  and  further  observes 
tint  a  re-esCabiishment  of  the  power  of  th6  Stadt- 
holder,  under  tiie  Hmitatbn  whicii  would  probably  be 
proposed  by  France,  and  under  the  intluence  of  that 
countiy*  is  a  drcomslBnoe  from  which  no  security 
would  be  derived  to  the  Allies  in  general,  and  no 

advantage  to  Great  Britain. 

His  Serene  Highness  is  persuaded  that  the  in- 
fluence of  Gbeat  Britain,  pioperiy  exerted  and 
managed,  must  ever  be  the  pfmdfing  onp  in  the 
northern  paits  of  Germany. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  LORD  HENRY  Sl'ii.^CEK, 
nrroT  sxtbaobdinabt  at  bsslin. 

Bnmswkk,  April  27. 1795. 

You  will,  probably  before  this  time,  have  heard  of 
the  arrival  of  M.  de  Lambert,  a  French.  general- 
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officer,  at  present  in  the  service  of  Russia^  whom  I 
met  on  the  other  side  of  Magdebing  on  his  wi^ 
to  Potsdam.    FVom  the  intelligence  I  have 

been  able  to  obtain,  it  appears  that  this  officer  is 
charged  with  despatches  trom  the  Court  of  Peters- 
bmg  to  tint  of  Beriin,  which,  had  they  anived  three 
wetks  ago,  would  have  been  hi^y  acceptable  to  one 
person,  and  the  offers  they  contain  would  not  have 
beeniejected  by  otheis,  who  are  not  so  wdl  incMned 
to  the  general  intereste  of  £uiope.  Cdond  Hislop 
tells  me  that  an  officer  of  the  York  Rangers  passed 
through  Brunswick  a  few  days  ago  from  Stade,  and 
infbfined  him  that  ordem  had  anived  to  defer  the 
mbarkatian  of  the  emigrant  corps  assembled  at  that 
place* 


TO  THB  BIGHT  HON.  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

Stable  Yard, 
St.  Jamea's,  May  5,  1795. 

I  did  myself  die  honour  of  writhig  last  to  you 

from  Berlin  on  the  21st  of  April.  At  the  same 
time.  Lord  Henry  Spencer  sent  a  despatch  in  cypher 
stating  his  apprdiensions  tiiat  the  oTertnies  with 
whicli  I  was  charged  armed  too  late  to  be  attended 
with  the  success  which  the  liberality  of  his  Majesty's 
offer  woidd  probably  have  insured^  could  they  have 


444 


MISSION  TO  BERLIN. 


been  imparted  to  the  King  of  Prussia  previous  to 
the  signature  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  Lord 
Henry  Spencer  has  transmitted  by  me  a  despatdi  to 
Lord  Grenville,  %vhich  will  explain  to  you  all  the  steps 
he  took  with  the  view  of  inducing  the  King  of  Prussia 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  ^cplaining  mthoat  any 
ministerial  interference  the  &TOurable  intentions  of 
his  Majesty,  and  I  apprehend  that  under  the  exist- 
ing drcumstances,  and  under  the  order  which  aooom^ 
panied  the  project,  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  his 
Lordship  was  not  at  lib*  rty  to  do  more. 

It  remains  only  for  me  to  inform  you  that,  after 
waiting  till  the  evening  of  the  24th|  I  left  Berlin 
and  returned  to  England  by  the  way  of  Brunswick. 
His  Serene  Highness  the  Duki^  of  H  runs  wick  very 
graciously  gianted  me  a  second  audience  on  my 
return,  and  I  enclose  the  substance  of  this  conversa- 
tion, as  well  as  of  that  with  which  his  Serene 
Highness  iionoured  me  on  the  18th  of  ApriL 


TO  LORD  HENRY  SPENCER, 

SNVOT    SXTB  AOBDIir  ABT   AT  BERLIN. 

Stable  Yaid» 
St.  Jamee's.  May  8.  1795. 

I  reached  London  on  Tuesday,  and  lost  no  time 
in  delivering  your  despatch  and  in  making  my  report. 
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I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Ministry  are  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  steps  which  your  Lordship  took, 
and  are  of  opinion  that,  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances, and  under  the  ordm  with  which  the  project 
was  accompanied,  you  could  not  have  done  more. 

I  mentioned  to  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  your 
sentiments  upon  the  only  measure  that  remains  to  . 
be  adopted,  which  entirely  agree  with  his»  and  I  had 
the  additional  weight  of  his  opinion  in  the  repre- 
sentations, wincli  I  have  taken  every  opportunity  of 
making  very  forcibly,  of  the  good  policy  of  leaving 
the  project  with  your  Lordship,  with  discretionary 
powers  to  act  as  opportunities  may  present  them- 
selves. The  unsteadiness  of  a  certain  personage, 
which  has  operated  so  much  against  us,  may  perhaps 
hereafter  be  m  our  fiivour ;  and  I  hope  all  parties  see 
the  propriety  of  holding  ourselves  in  a  state  of 
readiness  to  avail  ourselves  of  every  turn  in  the 
politics  of  the  Court  of  Berlin. 

I  believe  that  the  best  news  I  can  send  you  is 
that  all  the  corps  of  British  infantry  have  reached 
their  destioation.  Although  their  passage  has  been 
tedious,  I  do  not  understand  that  it  has  been  attended 
with  any  bss. 
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The  defence  of  the  country,  in  case  of  hostile 
mvasioii,  is  a  matter  of  such  iniimte  interest  and 
importance,  that  I  venture  to  add  my  father's  papers 
containinG:  his  observations  on  the  subject,  and  the 
preparations  made  in  August,  1796. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  measures  which 
were  prepared  fifty-seven  years  since  are  such  as 
would  now  be  adopted:  if  they  were,  the  prudence 
and  propriety  of  pubhshing  what  follows  might  be 
questioned.  The  descriptions  of  the  natural  features 
of  the  country,  which  of  course  remain  unchanged 
would  be  applicable  to  such  emei^ncy  at  any  time ; 
but  the  mode  in  which  the  defence  will  be  conducted 
must  be  altogether  altered. 

There  are  persons  in  the  present  day  who  feui- 
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that  adequate  preparation  has  not  been  made  to 
resbt  an  inTasion.  Their  fears  may  be  allayed  by 
the  knowledge,  that  at  a  period  when  such  a  danger 

was  imminent,  preparations  were  made  vigorously, 
though  silently,  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  pro- 
vide them.  It  will  not  be  apprehended  that  men 
who  learnt  the  ksson  of  active  war  mider  the  eye  of 
our  late  illustrious  Commander,  and  wiio  were  taught 
by  him  how  the  administration  of  military  affairs 
CQHild  be  most  effectively  conducted  at  home»  are 
n^lectful  of  their  high  duties  in  the  superintendence 
of  our  national  defences.  The  mantle  of  their  great 
master  has  now  feUen  upon  them.  That  bis  calm 
and  provident  spirit  has  been  infused  into  their  minds 
will,  we  trust,  be  proved  by  their  successful  efforts 
in  this  aii-important  work. 

1  have  often  heard  my  father  describe  the  alacrity 
displa)  ed  by  all  classes  of  people  in  coming  forward, 
with  entire  devotion  of  person  and  property,  to  defend 
the  country.  Young  noblemen  were  eager  to  serve 
as  subalterns  in  the  militia;  labouring  men  formed 
thems^ves  into  volimteer  associations.  Men  treated 
as  nothing  the  precedence  of  rank  and  position ; 
their  sole  object  was  to  bring  forward  then*  entii« 
means  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

My  father  was  one  day  sitting  in  ijis  roum  at  the 
Horse  Guards,  when  a  stranger  was  announced. 
A  plain-looking  old  man  walked  in^  and  desired  a 
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few  miautes'  conversation.  He  said  that  he  bad 
eightyofive  covered  eight-horse  waggons,  with  teams 
and  drivers  all  complete,  which  he  wished  to  place 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Government,  without  any 
remuneration;  and  which,  on  the  shortest  notice, 
he  would  send  anywhere,  where  they  could  be  of 
use.  My  father  inquired  iiis  udiim.  *'  Mr.  Russell," 
was  the  reply.  Some  of  my  elder  West  country 
readers  may  recollect  how  Russell's  weU-appointed 
huge  waggons  travelled  down  the  Bath  and  Exeter 
road  before  Mr.  Brunei  accomplished  his  noble 
undertaking  towards  the  far  west. 

Thus,  whib  persons  in  authority  were  arranging 
their  plans  of  military  organization,  the  nation,  as  one 
man,  were  tendering  the  Executive  their  best  services. 
Aware  of  the  blessings  enjoyed  in  this  country,  at- 
tached to  the  institutions  and  government  under 
which  they  lived,  all  classes  showed  a  vigorous  deter- 
mination to  avoid  that  ruin  aiid  misery  which  had 
befallen  the  unhappy  inhabitants  of  other  countries, 
who  had  been  deceived  into  welcoming  foreign  invaders 
by  the  idle  expectation  of  relief  from  all  labour  and 
distress,  and  of  far  happier  systems  of  government. 

The  land  forces  which  in  August,  1796,  were  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government  to  resist  invasion, 
amounted  to  118,633  men.  Guards  and  garrisons, 
49,219;  Militia,  42,000;  Irish  brigade^  4,414; 
Fencible  iniantry,  13,000;  Fendble  cavaby,  10,000; 
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besides  this  we  had  in  the  colonies  77,868 ;  and  ia 
India,  paid  by  the  Company,  10,000. 
In  the  ensaing  year,  60,000  more  Mflitia  were 

raised. 

The  first  mentioned  118,633  men  were  stationed 
in  the  various  districts  hmafter  named.  They  were 
not  moved  at  once  to  the  posts  which  they  were 
to  occupy  in  case  of  invasion ;  but  barracks  were 
prepared  in  the  most  suitable  localities,  and  the 
Government  did  not  hesitate  to  take  on  itself  the 
responsibility  of  ample  preparation  against  the 
threatened  danger. 

The  next  two  pages,  taken  from  my  father's  auto- 
biographical memoir  already  quoted,  will  introduce  to 
the  reader  his  papers  on  the  defence  of  the  country. 


In  the  course  of  this  summer,  (1795),  the  Duke  of 

York  attended  by  Major  Henry  Clinton  and  myself, 
visited  Portsmouth  and  the  Isle  of  Wight.  His  Royal 
Highness  reviewed  and  inspected  the  troops  in  the 
southern  district,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  proceeding  aluug  the  coast  from  Bright- 
helmstone  to  Dover,  from  thence  to  Chatham,  and 
crossing  the  Thames  at  Tilbury,  continued  his  tour 
into  the  eastern  district,  reviewing  the  troops  at 
Warley,  under  the  command  of  Marquis  Cornwallis, 
His  Royal  Highness  next  visited  the  northern  dis- 
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trict,  reviewing  the  troops  at  Sunderland,  Tynemouth, 
and  the  environs,  commanded  by  Sir  William  Howe. 
His  Royal  Highness  passed  two  days  at  Southamp- 
ton,  inspecting  the  army  assembled  at  that  place, 
under  tlic  command  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  for 
an  expedition  to  the  West  Indies.  Here  the  Prmce 
of  Wales  met  his  Royal  Highness,  and  reviewed  the 
troops.  The  Commander-in-chiefs  tours  closed 
this  year  by  an  inspection  oi  tlie  Lines  of  Plymouth, 
and  its  dependencies ;  and  a  review  of  the  troops  in 
the  western  district,  commanded  by  Lord  George 
Lennox,  the  Governor  of  Plymouth. 

At  the  end  of  this  year  the  Duke  of  York  intimated 
to  me,  that  his  Majesty  had  most  graciously  proposed 
to  appoint  me  Deputy  Quartermaster-general  of  the 
Forces.  On  this  occasion,  lls  well  from  a  sense  of 
my  own  uniitness  for  the  situation,  as  from  a  feeling 
for  Lieutenant-colonel  Charles  Crawford,  who  was 
at  the  time  absent  on  a  mission  with  the  Imperial 
army,  I  felt  it  incumbent  on  me  humbly  to  represent 
to  the  Commander-in-chief,  that  I  was  indebted  for 
this  honourable  mark  of  the  King's  approbation  to 
his  Royal  Highness's  recommendation;  but  that  I 
knew,  and  I  believed  his  Royal  Highness  might 
recollect,  that  the  appointment  in  question  was  the 
object  of  Ideutenant-colonel  Crawford's  particular 
solicitation.  The  Duke  was  kind  enough  to  mention 
the  subject  again  to  the  lUng,  and  his  Majesty  was 
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pleased  to  Dominate  Lieuteuant-coloncl  Crawford  to 
be  Deputy  Quartermaster-general,  at  the  same  time 
laying  his  commands  on  me  to  do  Hie  dutf  of  the 
office  during  his  absence,  and  most  graciously  con- 
descending to  assure  me  of  the  appointment  of 
Deputy  Adjutant-general  whenever  it  should  become 
vacant. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  on  the  command  of 
the  army,  at  the  commencement  of  this  year,  having 
been  conferred  on  the  Duke  of  York,  he  had  most 
graciously  made  me  the  offer  of  being  his  secretary, 
which  I  begged  to  decline,  preferring  to  remain  one 
of  his  Royal  Hig^ess's  aides-de-camp. 

In  April  1796, 1  was  appointed  Deputy  Adjutant- 
general  of  the  Forces.  I  continued  to  do  the  duty 
of  deputy  in  both  the  departments  most  part  of  this 
year.  The  business  m  the  Quartermaster-general's 
office  began  to  be  extremely  interesting,  as  it  was 
judged  expedient  to  take  measures  for  repeiliriL'  the 
attack  on  our  coast,  which  it  was  now  confidently 
reported  the  enemy  meditated,  and,  by  previous  ar- 
rangements, to  prevent  the  confusion  which  the 
landing  of  the  enemy  was  likely  to  produce;  and, 
above  all,  to  prevent  his  availing  himsdf  of  the 
resources  of  the  oountiy. 
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pescription  of  the  Country. 

To  the  southward  of  the  Thames  there  are  three 
remarkable  ridges  of  hills,  which  run  from  east  to 

west,  through  the  counties  of  Kent,  Sussex,  and 
Surrey. 

The  first  or  southernmost  range  is  generally 

known  by  the  name  of  South  Downs,  and  is  about 
four  or  five  miles  in  breadth,  and  extends  from 
Beachy  Head,  Long  Bridge,  Lewes,  Beeding  Bridge, 
Steyning,  Houghton  Bridge,  Cocking,  and  Maple 
Durham,  towards  Winchester.  It  consists  entirely 
of  chalk,  beginning  in  high  clitis  at  Beachy  Head, 
presents  through  its  whole  course  a  steep  &ce  towards 
the  north,  and  dopes  gently  towards  the  British 
Channel  on  the  south. 

The  second  or  middle  range  begins  at  Fairlight 
Head,  near  Hastings,  and  extends  by  Battle,  Heath- 
field,  Mayfield,  Rotherfield,  White  Cross,  and  St. 
Leonard's  Forest,  towards  Hyndhead.  This  range 
consists  chiefly  of  day,  beginning  with  difis  of  that 
sort  of  earth,  with  red  fireestone  intermixed  at 
Fairlight  IIlliJ,  and  slopes  gradually  to  the  south  on 
one  side,  and  to  the  north  on  the  other.  It  is  not 
so  high  as  the  South  Downs  already  described,  nor 
the  north  range  of  chalk  hiQs,  which  come  next  to  be 
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mentioaed.  These  hills  are,  however,  in  the  centre 
of  the  countiy  south  of  the  Thames.  Here  the 
rivers  take  their  rise,  those  on  the  south  mde  forcing 
their  way  through  the  South  Downs  to  the  sea; 
those  on  the  north  side  making  their  way  in  the 
like  manner  through  the  north  range  of  chalk  hills 
to  the  river  Thames. 

The  third  rjange  begins  at  Dover.  Its  southern 
edge  extoids  hy  Folkstone,  Wye,  Xienham,  Maid- 
stone, Godstone,  Gatton,  Reigate,  Dorking,  Guild- 
ford, and  Farnham  towards  Alton,  wiierc  it  is 
flattened,  and  loses  the  appearance  of  a  range. 

These  hiUs  consist  entirely  of  chalk,  heginning  in 
high  cliffs  at  Dover.  They  present  universally  a 
steep  face  towards  the  south,  and  slope  gradually 
towards  the  Thames  on  the  north. 

The  country  compr^nded  hetween  this  range  of 
clialk  hills  and  the  Soutli  Downs  is  (excepting  the 
clay  hills)  in  general,  low,  and  the  soil  heing  stiff 
day,  is  everywhere  extremely  deep  and  impassable. 
This  low  tract  of  country  is  known  by  the  name  of 
the  W  raids,  or  Woodlands  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  that 
part  of  Surrey  included  being  much  of  the  same 
nature  as  the  Wealds,  though  the  soil  partakes  not  so 
much  of  the  clay. 

To  the  southward,  and  pai*aliel  to  the  great  range 
of  chalk  hills,  there  runs  a  smaller  ridge,  which  begins 
near  Ashford  and  extends  in  a  north-westerly  direc-^ 
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tion,  raising  Coxhcath,  Golding,  Meresworth,  Sevcn- 
oaks>  KeathatchyTilbestraw  Mill,  Outwood  Windmill,  ^ 
Leith  Hill,  Ewhurst  WindmiU,  and  Hasoomb  HiU, 
towards  Hyndhead.  This  range  is  lower  than  any  of 
the  three  ah*eady  meiitioned  It  consists  of  gravel 
mterauaDed  with  day,  presents  a  steep  face  to  the 
south,  and  dopes  gently  towards  the  chalk  hills  to 
the  north.  We  shall  distinguish  it  by  the  name  of 
the  Midland  Range. 

These  are  the  prindpal  ranges  whidi  remarkably 
divide  the  country  to  tiie  southward  of  the  Thames. 
There  are,  nevertheless,  others  of  smaller  note,  such 
as  the  bank  of  c3ay,  which,  beginning  at  Sandgate 
Castle,  near  Fdkstone^  extends  to  Hythe,  Aldington, 
Appledore,  Playdon,  and  Winchelsea,  to  Pett  Church, 
where  it  joins  the  great  range  of  clay  hills  near 
Fairlight.  This  bank  or  ridge  is  not  high,  bat 
presents  a  steep  face  towards  the  south,  and  has 
formerly  been  the  boundary  of  the  sea,  which  has 
gradually  retired  and  left  the  marsh  lands  dry  that 
now  lie  between  it  and  the  foot  of  the  bank. 

These  lowlands  are  known  by  the  name  of  Romney 
Marsh,  Walling  and  Guildford  Marshes,  and  Pett 
Level.  They  are  sqnurated  from  the  Wealds  by  the 
above-mentioned  bank,  and  appear  to  have  been 
formed  by  the  strong  tides  that  set  alternately  past  tlio 
iiigii  headlands  of  South  Foreland  and  Beachy  Head. 
The  current  in  the  flux  and  reflux  constantly  ndsbg 
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the  mud  and  gravel,  and  throwing  it  gradually  into  the 
eddy  of  the  adjoining  bay,  where,  being  undisturbed, 
it  has  settled,  and  now  forms  this  extensive  plain. 

Tiit'iti  another  tract  uf  niiiiijli  lands,  which 
extends  along  the  foot  of  the  rising  grounds  of 
Sandwich,  and  thenoe,  along  the  sides  of  the  river 
Stour,  to  Recolver  on  the  sea-coast.  Tlus  level  is  in 
some  places  two,  and  in  others  three  or  four  miles 
over,  and  has  formerly  been  overflowed  by  the  sea, 
thereby  forming  what  is  called  the  Isle  of  Thanet, 
though  no  otherwise  such  than  by  a  ditch  joining  the 
Stour  to  the  sea  at  Reculver,  an  old  Roman  station 
(the  walls  of  which  are  yet  in  part  remaining),  on  the 
point  of  land  where  probably  they  used  to  pass  over 
into  the  island. 

The  marsh  lands  are  almost  entirely  without 
hedges  or  trees,  being  no  otherwise  enclosed  than  by 
the  ditches  full  of  water,  which  serve  to  drain  them. 

Between  the  foot  of  the  South  Downs  and  the  sea- 
shore, there  runs  a  long,  narrow  tract  of  level  country, 
which  begins  in  a  point  at  Biighthelmstone,  and 
becomes  by  degrees  broader,  as  it  extends  westward 
to  Chichester,  where  it  is  broadest,  being  there  about 
seven  or  eight  miles  over.  This  district  of  the 
country  is  much  enclosed. 

In  like  mauncr,  between  the  skirt  of  the  north 
range  of  chalk  hills,  and  the  river  Thames,  there 
runs  a  tract  of  country  in  general  level. 
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It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  sources  of  the 
rivers  are  in  general  in  the  range  of  day  hills,  which 
extend  from  east  to  west  along  the  middle  of  the 
country,  and  that  they  take  their  courses  southward 
and  nordiward  to  the  sea,  and  to  the  Thames,  ac- 
cording to  that  side  of  the  hill  on  which  they 
respectively  rise.  But  what  appears  very  remark- 
able is»  that  though  the  two  ranges  of  Downs 
which  run  parallel  to  the  day  hills,  are  higher 
than  those  hills,  and  each  presenting  a  steep  face 
towards  them,  and  being  of  a  hard  substance, 
would  seem  formed  as  two  immense  natural 
barriers,  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  rivers 
in  their  courses  to  the  sea  and  the  Thames; 
yet  all  those  rivers  have  forced  their  way  directly 
through  the  chalk  hills,  opening  large  gaps,  or 
valleys  through  whidi  they  glide  southvrard  and 
northward,  instead  of  taking  their  courses  eastward, 
along  the  levd  country. 

The  rivers  in  this  manner  intersecting  the  great 
ranges  of  chalk  hills,  divide  them  into  natural 
divisions  or  districts.  The  South  Downs,  as  far 
as  they  extend  in  Sussex,  are,  by  these  intersec- 
tions of  the  rivers,  divided  into  five  distinct  parts 

—namely : 

First,  that  between  Beachy  Head  and  the  river 
Cuckmere,  which  begins  to  enter  the  chalk  hills 
at  Long  Bridge,  near  A]fHston« 
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That  between  Cuckmere  and  the  river  Ouse, 
whiidi  penetrates  the  range  at  Lewes. 

That  between  the  rivers  Onse  and  Adur,  the 
latter  of  which  begins  to  force  its  way  through  the 
Downs  at  Heeding  Bridge. 

That  between  the  Adur  and  the  river  Aran,  which 
opens  its  passage  at  Houghton  Bridge. 

That  extending  from  tlie  Arun  westward  by  Cock- 
mg  and  Mapb  Durham  into  Hampshire. 

The  tide  flows  up  the  rivers  which  thus  divide 
the  chain  of  South  Downs ;  they  are  coiisi  t|ucntly 
deep,  all  except  the  Cuckmere  being  navigable  tor 
baiges  for  a  considerable  way  up  the  country, 
much  higher  tl^m  the  north  edge  of  the  Downs. 
By  this  means  each  separate  division  of  the  Downs 
becomes  a  sort  of  intrenched  camp,  the  strongest 
front  bemg  towards  the  north,  as  the  hill  is  steepest 
that  way. 

In  this  range  there  are  some  tew  small  openings, 
besides  tiiose  through  which  the  rivers  pass,  par- 
ticularly at  Fyeoomb  and  Saddlescomb,  between 

Lewes  and  Beeding ;  at  IliLilidt  ii  Place,  between 
Beeding  and  Houghton  Bridge;  and  at  Duncton, 
between  Houghton  Biii^  and  Cocking.  Through 
those  small  gaps,  there  are  easy  communications  from 
the  Wealds,  or  level  coimtry,  to  the  villages  within 
the  Downs;  for  though  each  town  or  village  under 
the  hUls  on  the  north  side,  has  a  road  or  path,  by 
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which  the  inhabitants  ascend  to  the  top,  and  even 
take  up  carts,  yet  they  are  generally  very  steep^ 
narrow  and  difficult. 

Though  the  general  slope  of  the  Downs  from  the 
north  towards  the  sea  on  the  south,  is  gradual,  yet 
the  interior  part  is  far  from  hemg  smooth  and  r^- 
lar,  being  everywhere  broken  and  interrupted  with 
deep  valleys  and  intervening  ridges,  which  begin 
near  the  suxnmit  on  the  north,  and  branching  oat 
like  fingers  on  a  hand,  grow  gradually  deeper  as  they 
descend  towards  the  south.  These  valleys  or  hol- 
lows are  without  running  water,  but  it  is  in  them 
that  the  small  villages  are  situated,  and  here  only  the 
ground  is  enclosed,  the  rest  being  enturely  open. 
There  are  likewise  many  roads  crossing  the  Downs, 
in  almost  all  directions  from  the  sea  to  the  Wealds, 
which  are  firm  and  dry  the  whde  year  round ;  but, 
on  account  of  the  steepness  of  the  ravines,  they 
generally  lead  either  along  the  bottom  or  the  top  of 
the  intervening  ridge,  it  being  very  inconvment  to 
cross  directly  from  one  ridge  to  the  other. 

All  that  tract  to  the  eastward  of  the  river  Adur, 
is  almost  without  wood.  Between  the  rivers  Adur 
and  Aran,  there  is  a  large  wood  b^inning  near 
Holt,  and  extending  westward  to  within  a  mile  of 
Arundel,  in  wliich  is  included  Augmering  Park. 
That  district,  from  the  river  Arun  westward,  is  the 
most  irregular  and  woo^y*  being,  in  a  manner,  one 


462 


APPENDIX. 


continued  forest,  in  which  is  comprehended  Arundel 
Park,  Sfindon  Fuk,  Norewood,  Northwood,  Red 
Copse  Wood,  and  Chariton  For^t,  which  last  ex- 
tends three  or  four  mOes,  and  joins  with  Bore  and 
Wakham  Forests  in  Hampshire. 

The  north  range  of  chalk  h'lDs  is,  in  general,  ten 
or  twelve  miles  over,  and  like  the  South  Downs,  is 
divided  by  nvers  which  pass  through  them  in  their 
oourse  towards  the  Thames  ia  six  different  parts — 
namely: 

That  between  Dover  and  Wye,  where  the  river 
Stour  enters  the  range. 

That  between  the  Stow  and  HalUng,  where  the 
Medway  b^ins  to  force  its  way  through  the  range. 

That  between  the  Medway  and  Otford,  where 
the  river  Darent  penetrates  the  Hills. 

That  between  the  Davent  and  Dorking,  where  the 
river  Mole,  in  forcing  its  way  through  the  range, 
sinks  in  a  cavity  of  the  chalk. 

That  between  the  Mole  and  Guildford^  where  the 
river  Wey  opens  for  itself  a  passage  towards  the 

Tiiaiiics. 

That  extending  from  Guildford,  by  Farnham>  to 
Alton,  where  the  chalk,  in  its  course  westward, 
flattens,  and  loses  the  appearance  of  a  range. 

This  chain  of  chalk  hills  differs  in  some  respects 
from  the  South  Downs ;  being  in  extent  broader,  and 
in  general  more  enclosed.   There  are^  nevertheless, 
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considerable  spaces  whei»  the  ground  is  quite  open; 
'  particularly  the  eastern  eiLtremity,  near  Dover,  Folk- 
stone  and  Barham,  and  in  the  middle,  near  Croydon, 
Epsom,  and  Banstead.  The  most  considerable 
woods  along  this  range  are  those  between  Canterbury 
and  Houghton,  and  between  Sittingboume  and 
Boxley  HiJl,  near  Maidiitoiie. 

Besides  the  valleys  through  which  the  rivers  pass 
in  thetr  course  towards  the  Thames,  the  only  opening 
in  the  whole  extent  of  this  range  is  a  smaH  one  near 
Gatton  in  Surrey ;  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Charing,  in  Kent,  the  chalk  hills  are  k>wer  than 
ordinary. 

With  regard  to  the  Midland  Ridge,  it  may  be 
observed  that  it  is  likewise  divided  by  the  rivers 
which  intersect  the  north  range  of  chalk  hills,  into 
certain  distinct  parts ;  but  as  they  will  be  easily  seen 
in  the  map,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  enumerate  them. 
It  may  be  further  observed  that  the  tide  not  flowing 
up  the  rivers,  the  Medway  excepted,  which  divide 
the  north  range  of  chalk  hills,  they  are  not  so  deep, 
and  consequently  not  of  the  same  importance  towards 
covering  the  flanks  of  an  army,  as  those  are  which 
intersect  the  South  Downs* 
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The  Principdl  Positions  for  m  Army  Employed 

in  the  Defence  of  this  District. 

To  point  out  the  principal  positions  for  an  anny 
with  some  degree  of  method,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
divide  the  south-cast  part  of  the  coast  into  certain 
districts,  to  show  the  most  accessible  place,  or  places, 
in  each,  and  from  these  to  suppose  that  an  enemy  is 
endeayouring  to  advance  into  the  country. 

The  coast  may  be  di\4ded  into  five  parts,  viz, : 

1.  fVom  the  Isle  of  Thanet  to  Folkstone,  which 
comprehends  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  north  range 
of  clialk  hills. 

2.  From  Folkstone  to  Fairlight  Head,  which 
includes  the  space  between  the  north  range  of  chalk 
hiUs  and  the  day  hills. 

3.  From  Fairlight  Head  to  Beachy  Head,  which 
includes  the  space  between  the  eastern  extremity  of 
the  day  hills  and  the  South  Downs. 

4.  Erom  Beachy  Head  to  Chichester,  comprdiend- 
ing  the  shore  parallel  to  the  South  Downs. 

5.  The  last  division  is  mentioned  in  the  observa^ 
tions  on  the  south-west  district. 

Along  the  shore  of  the  Isle  of  Thaiict  tlicre  are 
cliffs  of  chalk  which  are  highest  at  North  Foreland, 
and  become  gradually  lower  to  Gore  End  on  the 
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north  side,  and  CM  End  on  the  south  &ide>  where 
they  disappear.  IVom  the  kle  to  the  mainland 
there  are  several  outlets:  the  first  along  the  shore 
from  Cole  Harbour  to  Reciihrer,  impracticable  for 
carriages ;  the  second  by  Sam  Bridge,  along  Sarre 
WaH  to  Canterbuiy;  the  third  by  Cliff  End  and 
Stour  to  Sandwich,  wiiere  there  is  now  a  stone  bridge 
over  the  8tour. 

Firom  Sandwich  to  Deal  by  Walmer  Castle,  the 
shore  is  flat  and  open,  with  a  gravdly  beach,  which 
runs  the  whole  way.  At  Walmer  Castle  the  cliffs  of 
chalk  begin  again,  and  gradually  increase  in  height 
by  Dover  to  near  Folkstone. 

In  tiiis  space,  the  only  accessible  places  (excepting 
Dover  Haven),  from  the  shore  under  the  cliffs  to  the 
high  ground  at  top,  are  at  King's  Down  and  St 
Maigaret's  Bay;  but  these  gaps  being  smaE,  the 
communications  this  way  are  very  narrow  and  diffi- 
cult, and  might  be  easily  rendered  impracticable. 
The  posts  along  this  part  of  the  coast  are  Sandown, 
Deal,  Wahner,  and  Dover  Castle,  where  the  two  last 
are  commanded  by  the  neighbouring  liigh  grounds. 
Although  that  part  of  Kent  between  Canterbury  and 
tiie  east  shore  affi>rds  no  position  naturally  strong  for 
an  army  that  would  make  front  towards  Sandwich, 
Deal,  or  Dover,  yet,  if  a  landing  were  apprehended 
near  Sandwich  or  Deal  (which,  supposing  the  fleet 
out  of  the  question,  is  the  part  of  the  coast  of  easiest 
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access)  the  opposing  army  might  be  assembled,  the 
centre  or  main  body  on  the  heights  near  NoniDgton,  a 
corps  on  the  right  near  Hougham,  between  Folkstone 
and  Dover,  and  a  sniall  unc  on  the  left  near  Reculver, 
to  guard  the  debouckes  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet. 

From  this,  if  we  suppose  the  enemy  to  have  made 
his  landing  good,  and  that  he  is  poshing  on  with  a 
superior  force,  the  proper  place  to  make  the  first  great 
stand  would  seem  to  be  behind  the  river  Stour,  along 
the  heights  of  Boughton  Hill,  having  the  right  flank 
towards  Shottenden  Windmill  and  Eastwell  Park, 
the  centre  behind  Harbledown,  and  left  extending 
towards  the  sea  near  Heme.  Canterbury  should  be 
covered  as  long  as  possible  by  fortifying  the  heights 
on  the  farther  side  of  ihv.  Stour,  which  command  that 
city.  The  next  position  might  be  taken  (though 
here  the  situation  is  not  equaDy  advantageous)  on 
the  heights  behind  Faversham,  the  right  extending 
towards  Statisfield,  and  the  left  near  the  sea.  From 
Faversham  to  the  Medway  the  country  is  not 
otherwise  strong  than  from  its  doseneas:  therefore 
an  army  that  had  been '  under  the  necessity  of 
retiring  westward  would  naturally  get  behind  that 
river  at  Rochester,  and  take  its  position  (the 
strongest  between  Dover  and  London)  along  the 
chalk  hills,  with  the  right  behind  Hailing,  the 
centre  behind  Stroud,  and  the  left  exteuding  along 
the  heights  of  the  Hoo. 
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The  dockyards  at  Chatham  seem  here  to  be 
neg^cted;  they  are  situated  on  the  farther  side 
of  the  Medway,  and  are  only  covered  by  the  Lines 
at  Brompton,  oi  a  slight  construction,  and  thoiigh 
every  means  were  used  to  remedy  tfadr  defects 
by  strengthening  the  Lifies  themselves^  throwing 
up  redoubts  in  the  most  advantageous  situations 
in  tront,  fortifying  Rochester  Castle,  and  such 
other  posts  on  that  side  of  the  river  as  might 
appear  convenient  to  occupy  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  the  dockyard  as  long  as  possible,  yet 
it  would  still  seem  improper  to  risk  a  general 
ei^gement  with  so  great  and  impassaUe  a  river 
ifnmediatdy  in  the  rear. 

To  preserve  the  dockyard,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
getting  possessbn  of  the  mouth  of  the  Medway,  to 
keep  them  'at  a  distance  as  long  as  possible^'  and  to 
make  the  risk  less,  in  case  of  coming  to  a  general 
engagement,  it  might  perhaps  be  eligible  to  endea- 
vour to  fortify  a  portion  somewheise  about  Sitting- 
bourne,  where  the  country  is  namw,  having  the  right 
flank  to  the  top  of  the  chalk  hilLs,  and  the  left  to  the 
sea  beyond  Milton  Creek. 

If  the  army  were  obliged  to  quit  its  position  be- 
hind the  Medway  at  Rochester,  which  can  scarcely 
ever   be  supposed,   unless   an  enemy  turned  it 
from  some  odier  quarter,  it  would  make  its  next, 
stand   behind  the  Darent,  having  Dartford  in 
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front  of  the  IdOU  The  ceDtre  in  two  divisions 
behind  Farningham,  and  along  the  heights  by  Chfds- 
field  Windmill,  with  the  right  on  the  ridge  of  chalk 
hills  towards  Dunton. 

In  this  position,  as  the  high  ground  at  Dartford 
Branch  commands  the  passage  of  the  Darent,  this 
ground  should,  if  possible,  be  kept  possession  of  by 
fortifying  it.  That  division  of  the  army  at  Chelsfield 
Windmill  would  occupy  a  very  high  and  commanding 
situation,  and  be  posted  upwards  of  a  mile  from  the 
banks  of  the  Darent,  to  avoid  the  commanding  ground 
which  extends  along  the  east  of  that  riv^  by  Shore- 
ham  towards  Otford;  therefore  in  this  and  all 
similar  situations,  the  fords  and  all  accessible  places 
should  constantly  be  guarded  by  detachineuts  or 
advanced  posts  of  light  troops^  which  would  form  a 
chain  in  front. 

After  retiring  from  the  Darent,  the  left  wing  of 
the  army  would  occupy  Shooter's  Hill,  extending 
from  Plumstead  to  £itham.  The  centre  in  two 
divisions  would  take  front  on  the  heights  of  Chisd- 
hurst  and  Holwood  Hill,  and  the  right  would  occupy 
the  ridge  of  the  chalk  hills  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Knorldiolt. 

In  this  position,  as  the  army  is  again  supposed  to 
be  posted  on  the  most  commanding  ground  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  banks  of  the  small 
river  Cray,  the  chain  of  advanced  posts  would  run 
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along  that  river  by  Crayford  from  Foot*s  Cray,  St. 
Mary's  Cray,  &c. 

The  last  position  is  that  hehind  the  river  Ravens- 
bourne,  the  letL  running  along  Dulwich  KWls,  the 
centre  in  two  divisions,  occupying  the  skirts  of  Nor- 
wood and  heights  of  Addington  Trees;  the  right 
'  wing  would  keep  possession  of  the  ridge  of  the  chalk 
hills,  near  Chelsham  and  Botley  Hill,  which  in  all 
the  positions  is  considered  as  the  great  point  of  appui 
for  the  right  flank.  As  Blackheath  commands  the 
passage  overDeptfbrd  Creek,  it  wodd  seem  necessary 
to  keep  possession  of  it  as  long  as  possible  by  for- 
tifying it. 

The  principles  on  whidi  tiiis  theory  of  move- 
ments is  founded  are  these, — that  in  all  the  positions, 
the  front  is  naturally  strong,  and  might  by  art  be 
made  stiU  more  so;  the  right  flank  is  in  great 
measure  secured  by  being  constantly  placed  on  the 
ridge  of  the  chalk  hills,  and  the  left  by  being 
appuyed  to  the  sea,  supposing  always  that  an  enemy 
has  not  been  able,  by  any  superiority  there,  to  get 
possesion  of  the  Thames.  In  such  an  event,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  fortify  the  banks  of  the  river 
on  both  sides,  espedally  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Medway  upwards,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the 
enemy's  landmg  troops  in  the  rear  of  the  left 
flank. 

In  tike  manner,  if  the  enemy  by  extending  to  his 
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left  flank  beyond  the  bounds  of  tbe  chalk  hills, 
should  endeavour  to  turn  our  right  flank,  a  large 
oorps,  particularly  of  light  troqM,  might  oonstaotly 
occupy  the  midland  ridge,  which  runs  paraDd  to,  and 
between  the  chalk  hills  and  the  Wealds. 

In  the  first  position,  this  corps  may  be  suf^posed 
to  be  posted  near  Hy the  or  Lymme,  next  at  Ashford, 
then  at  Broughton  or  Coxheath ;  and  if  obliged  to 
cross  the  Medway  about  Maidstone,  West  Farleigb, 
or  Yalding,  it  would  necessarily  occupy  the  most 
advantageous  posts  upon  that  part  of  the  ridge 
which  extends  from  Maidstone  towards  Sf^vtinoaks 
and  Kent  Hatch,  constantly  combiniog  its  move- 
ments with  those  of  the  army. 

At  Folkstone,  the  chalk  cliff  ends,  and  the  bank 
of  clay  begins  which  divides  the  marsh  lands  from 
the  Wealds.  Sandgate  Castle  is  situated  imme- 
diately under  this  bank,  and  consequently  is  com^ 
manded  by  it.  From  this,  a  beach  of  gravel  runs 
along  the  shore  to  Brockman's  Bam,  where  the  sea 
wall  b^ins^  and  extends  by  Dym  Church  to  Ronmey, 
where  the  gravelly  beach  takes  place  anew,  and 
extends  round  Dungeness  to  the  Jew's  Gap.  Here 
again  the  sea-wall  b^ins,  continuing  to  Rye 
Hayen,  firom  whence  to  tbe  end  of  the  difk  to 
Fairlight  Head  a  beach  of  gravel  runs  along  the 
shore. 

Besides  Sandgate  Castle,  akeady  mentioned,  and 
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the  small  sea  batteries  at  Folkstone,  Hythe,  Romney, 
and  Rye,  there  are  no  posts  along  tlus  part  of  the 
coast  Rye  being  situated  on  a  rock»  and  almost 
surrounded  by  the  sea  at  high  water,  is  capable  of 
being  made  strong.  It  is,  however,  subject  to  the 
inoonveiiirace  of  being  too  near  the  heights  of 
Flaydon. 

If  an  enemy  were  to  attempt  a  landing  on  this 
part  of  the  coast,  the  most  Hkely  place  would  seem 
to  be  near  Hythe  or  Rye;  for  though  the  water  is  so 
deep  off  Dungeness  that  ships  of  any  burthen  can 
come  ahnost  close  to  the  shore,  yet  it  being  next  to 
impossible  to  move  through  the  middle  of  the  marsh 
lands,  an  enemy  would  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
advancing  along  the  sea^waUs  by  Dym  Church  and 
Brockman's  Bam,  on  one  side  towards  Hythe,  or  by 
the  Jew's  Gap  on  the  other  side  toward  Rye»  in 
order  to  endeavour  to  get  possession  of  one  of  the 
ridges,  and  to  make  his  movements  as  long  as  pos- 
sible in  that  direction.  An  enemy  would  find  it 
▼ery  difficult  to  penetrate  tiirough  the  heart — ^that  is» 
through  the  low  part^-of  the  Wealds ;  thb  district 
of  the  country  being  extremely  close,  and,  except 
in  the  middle  of  simuner,  almost  impassable,  and  in  ^ 
the  winter  season  generally  under  water  by  the  over- 
floMnng  of  the  Medway  and  its  branches. 

An  army  tiiat  was  to  oppose  an  enemy  in  this 
quarter  would  first  take  post  on  the  bank  of  day, 
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which  affords  good  positions  for  confininp:  them  in 
the  marshes;  and  for  this  pvurpose  it  might  he 
divided  into  three  corps,  whereof  the  right-hand 
division  would  occupy  the  end  of  the  great  range  of 
clay  hills  near  Fairlight  Head,  with  the  ports  extend- 
ing towards  Winchelsea  and  Rye.  The  centre 
would  take  post  near  Appledore,  so  as  to  cover  the 
access  into  the  middle  of  the  Wealds,  and  the  left 
would  take  its  position  on  the  height  near  Hythe  or 
Lymme,  so  as  to  keep  up  the  communication  with 
the  centre  along  the  hank  of  day»  iu  which  situation 
it  would  likewise  be  in  readiness,  either  to  gain  pos- 
session of  the  north  range  of  chalk  hills,  or  to  move 
hy  Ashford  towards  Maidstone  along  the  midland 
ridge,  according  as  circumstances  required. 

It  is  to  be  supposed  that  an  enemy,  in  whatever 
quarter  he  landed,  would  always  endeavour  to  push 
towards  the  capital.  In  the  present  case,  after 
having  got  through  the  Wealds,  he  would  stfll  he 
obliged  to  pass  the  Medway,  and  to  force  his  way 
over  to  the  midland  ndge,  and  then  over  the  great 
range  of  dialk  hills,  for  which  reason,  if  the  three 
corps  above-mentioned  were  obliged  to  retire,  they 
would  do  it  in  such  manner  as  first  to  defend  the 
banks  of  the  Medway — ^for  example,  at  Edenhridge, 
Tunhridge,  and  Maidstone— which  river,  by  means 
of  locks  or  dams,  might  be  so  raised  as  to  forui  an 
inundation  in  trout. 
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The  midland  range  would  come  next  to  be 
defended  at  Kent  Hatch,  Sevenoaks,  and  Mereworth, 
and  then  the  great  range  of  chalk  hiBs  near  Wester- 
ham,  Dunton,  and  Wrotham.  This  being  the  great 
rampart,  and  almost  the  last  obstacle  to  surmount 
between  the  coast  and  the  capital,  it  js  to  be.  sap- 
posed  that  an  enemy  should  not  be  easily  able  to 
force  it  against  an  army  that  was  in  possession  of 
the  top  of  the  ridge,  with  all  the  goi^  and  other 
accessible  places.  And  in  order  that  the  army  might 
move  with  greater  ease  and  rapidity  on  cither  flank, 
as  the  enemy's  motions  might  make  it  necessary,  large 
openings  should  be  Inade  along  the  whole  extent  of 
the  ridge  for  at  least  two  columns,  and  bridges  of 
communication  should  be  laid  over  the  river. 

But  if,  notwithstanding  all  precautions,  an  enemy 
should  gain  possession  of  the  chalk  hills,  which 
would  give  him  an  evident  advantage  with  regard  to 
the  command  of  the  ground,  yet  still  one  other 
Stand  might  be  made  between  this  ridge  and  London. 
The  left  occupying  the  former  position  on  Shooter^s 
Hill,  the  centre  extending  by  Chisclhurst  to  Bromley 
and  Clay  Hills  towards  Elsmore  End,  and  the  right 
running  along  the  height  of  Norwood,  by  Streatham 
Common,  to  Tooting. 

An  army  in  this  position  would  have  again  the 
advantage  of  the  ground  against  an  enemy  that  was 
advancing  towards  London ;  but  as  no  river  or  deep 
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ravine  runs  in  front  of  it,  every  measure  in  the  way 

of  fortifying  would  become  necessary,  in  order  to 
make  it  tenable.  If  the  left  wing  and  centre  were 
obliged  to  retire  from  Shooter's  Hill  and  Bromley, 
the  last  position  of  all  would  be  that  from  Black- 
heath  alonsr  Dulwich  Hilk,  and  Norwood  by  Strcatham 
Common  towards  Tooting* 

The  diffis  which  extend  £rom  Fairhght  Head 
become  gradually  lower  towards  Hastings.  A  con* 
siderable  high  bank  (in  several  places  rocky)  does, 
however,  continne  along  Hhb  shore  by  Bulver  Hithe 
towards  Lrading-Gate,  when  it  disappears.  The 
ground  from  thence  along  Pevensey  Bay,  by  Langley 
Point,  to  the  sea-houses  near  Eastbourne,  is  flat. 
Here  the  diffii  of  chalk  begin,  and  rise  higher  and 
higher  to  Beachy  Head.  Along  the  extent  of  the 
shore  from  Hastings  to  the  Sea-houses,  there  runs 
the  whole  way  beach  of  gravel,  which  is  highest  at 
Laogley  Point. 

Except  the  battery  at  Hastings,  there  is  no 
post  along  this  coast.  Pevensey  Castle  is  very  exten- 
sive; great  part  of  the  walls  stiU  remam,  and 
bdng  surrounded  by  swampy  meadows,  or  levels, 
it  might  from  its  situiitiou  be  made  strong. 

Let  it  be  supposed  that  a  landing  was  apprehended 
between  the  great  range  of  day  hills  and  the  South 
Downs.  The  opposing  army  would  seem  to  be 
properly  enough  divided  ioto  three  corps,  wiiereoi  the 
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right-hand  division  posted  at  Eastbourne  would  l)e 
destined  to  prevent  the  enemy  getting  footing  on  the 
Downs,  and  ta  communicate  by  means  of  mterm6- 
diate  posts,  with  tiie  centre  ^visbn  posted  between 
Fevensey  and  BexhiD,  so  as  to  cover  the  access  into 
Ihe  middle  of  the  Wealds  of  Sussex.  The  left-hand 
diyisbn  wodd  take  its  position  near  Hastings,  so  as  to 
defend  the  end  of  the  clay  hills,  and  in  case  of  neces- 
sity would  occupy  the  ridges  of  them  in  retiring. 

These  three  corps,  after  quittii^  the  coast,  would 
make  their  next  stand  about  the  "Witeh  Gross,  with 
the  rifjht  towards  West  Houthley,  and  left  along 
A&hdown  Forest,  towards  Crowborough  Beacon.  For 
though  the  ascent  to  the  day  hiQs  is  genUe  and 
gradual,  yet  he  that  is  in  poasessien  of  the  summit 
has  an  evident  advantage. 

The  next  positioiL  for  an  army  would  be  on  the 
midland  ridge,  with  the  right  towards  Outwood 
WindmiD,  the  centre  at  Tilverton  HUl,  and  the  left 
near  Kent  Hatch.  If  the  enemy  indicated  a  design 
of  turning  the  right  tiank,  by  penetrating  through 
St  Leonard's  Forest  towards  Dorking,  or  Guildford, 
in  this  case  the  right  of  the  army  would  occupy  the 
midland  ridge,  at  Ewhurst  Windmill.  In  like  manner, 
if  the  enemy  pushed  to  turn  the  left  flank  by  Tun- 
bridge,  then  the  left  flank  of  the  army  would  occupy 
the  heights  at  Sevenoaks. 

If  an  army  were  necessitated  to  quit  the  midbnd 
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ridge,  its  next  position  would  be  on  the  great  range 
of  chalk  hills,  having  the  right  behind  Reigate^ 
dhe  centre  behiiid  Godstone  and  left  behind  Wester- 
ham.  If  the  enemy  seemed  to  push  towards  the 
gorge  of  the  Mole  at  Dorking,  then  the  army  would 
march  by  its  right,  to  occupy  Boxhill  and  the  White 
Downs,  being  the  high  grounds  on  both  sides,  which 
form  that  gorge.  In  contrary  circumstances  the 
army  would  march  by  its  left  towards  the  gorge  of 
the  Darent,  to  oppose  the  enemy  thal^  might  then  be 
approaching  from  Sevenoaks. 

An  enemy  having  got  over  the  great  barrier  could 
only  be  rrsisted  in  the  last  position,  whereof  the 
point  of  Norwood  may  be  supposed  the  centre.  If 
they  pushed  to  turn  the  right,  then  the  right  wing 
would  occupy  the  heights  of  Wimbledon,  and  Combe 
Flaoe^  appuying  their  right  on  Richmond  Park.  If 
th^  attempted  to  turn  the  left,  tiien  the  left  wing 
would  take  post  at  Shooter's  Hill,  or  Blackheath  and 
Dulwich  Hills,  as  before  described. 

N.B. — ^Pollard's  Hill  between  Streatham  and  Croy- 
don affords  a  position  for  an  advanced  corps  before 
the  centre. 

From  Beachy  Head  the  chalk  diflfs  continue 
along  the  shore  without  mtermption  (except  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Cudonere  and  Seaford  Bay)  but 

become  gradually  lower  to  Brighthelmstone,  where 
they  disappear.  From  thence,  westward  to  Chichester, 


Digilizixi  by  Coogle 


APPENDIX. 


477 


the  shore  is  everywhere  flat^  and  the  sea  ehbs  out 
a  considerable  way  at  low  water.  This  part  of  the 
coast  is  entirely  without  posts,  except  the  batteries 
in  Seaford  Bay,  and  the  mouth  of  the  river  Arun. 
If  it  were  imagined  that  an  enemy  would  attempt  on 
any  part  of  the  coast  of  this  division,  the  army  might 
asseml)le,  the  riglit  at  Chichester,  the  centre  at  New 
Shoreham,  and  left  at  Newhaven  or  Seaford.  Though 
the  South  Downs,  which  now  become  the  scene  of 
action,  slope  gently  to  the  Channel,  and  present,  as 
has  been  before  mentioned,  their  steep  face  towards 
the  north,  yet  the  command  of  the  ground  being 
still  in  our  favour,  an  enemy  that  had  landed  on  the 
coast  might  be  opposed  with  advantage,  till  mch 
time  as  we  had  been  obliged  to  quit  the  Downs 
retiring  over  the  northern  edge.  The  ground  then 
becomes  much  in  hvovac  of  an  enemy,  who  is  in 
possession  of  this  i  angc  of  hills,  as  each  division  of 
them  forms  a  sort  ot\ intrenched  camp,  having  the 
steep  front  of  the  chalk  hills  before  it,  a  deep  river 
on  each  flank,  and  the  sea  in  the  rear.  It  is  true 
tliat  the  country  between  that  ridge  and  the  bea, 
of  which  the  enemy  would  then  be  master,  is  but  of 
small  extent,  and  yet  by  the  chain  of  old  posts, 
which  remain  to  this  day  along  the  top  or  northern 
edge  of  the  Downs,  it  is  evident  that  this  very  part 
of  the  country  has  at  some  time  been  possessed  by 
an  enemy,  probably  Ella  and  his  Saxons>  who» 
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when  these  posts  were  occupied,  had  not  been  able 
to  penetrate  farther  into  the  oountiy.  These 
doubts  served  not  only  to  defend  the  Downs  against 

the  inhabitants,  but  were  at  the  same  time  so  many 
lookfrout,  from  whence  they  coold  see  over  the  whole 
esrtent  of  the  Wealds,  and  even  as  fior  as  the  range 
of  dialk  MDs  in  Surrey. 

From  the  South  Downs,  if  we  suppose  an  enemy 
to  advance  towards  the  capital,  the  most  likely  routes 
for  him  to  take  are  tiwse: — viz.,  Ist.,  from  their 
right  by  Lewes,  East  Grinstead,  and  Godstone  ;  2nd., 
from  thdr  centre  by  Beedmnf,  Horsham,  and  Dorking ; 
drd.y  from  their  left  by  Midhurst,  Hyndhead,  and 
Guildford.  On  the  first  route,  tiie  posttbn  which 
an  army  would  necessarily  occupy  to  oppose  them, 
would  be  the  same  as  described  before,  namely,  on 
the  day  hills  near  the  Witch  Cross,  on  the  mid- 
land ridge  at  TEverton  Hil!,  on  the  chalk  hills  at 
Godstone,  and  last  of  all,  at  Norwood  or  Streatham. 

The  middle  route  is  the  least  likely,  as  it  leads 
through  the  deepest  part  of  the  Wealds ;  the  positions, 
however,  to  intercept  an  enemy  on  the  road  are 
likewise  the  same  as  before — St.  Leonard's  Forest, 
Bwhurst  Windmill,  the  chalk  hills  on  both  sides 
of  the  gorge  at  Dorking,  and  the  heights  of  Wim- 
bledon and  Streatham.  In  the  route  from  their 
left,  after  having  passed  the  Downs  at  Cocking,  the 
first  position  might  be  taken  at  Fardley  Hill,  between 
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Midhurst  and  Haslemere,  the  next  at  Hyndhead  and 
the  Black  Dowiis>  then  on  the  ridge  of  chalk  hills 
on  both  sides  of  the  gorge  at  Guildford^  and  last  . 
of  all  at  Wimbledon,  the  right  wing  extending  to 
Bdchmond,  along  the  heights  of  Petersham  Park. 

From  the  forgoing  ohservations,  it  will  appear 
that,  as  the  movements  arc  generally  supposed  to 
be  conducted  along  the  summits  of  the  ranges  of 
hills,  the  camps  or  positbns  are  therefore  constantly 
situated  on  high  ground,  and  consequently  are  in 
many  instances  Irddly  watered,  especially  where  the 
soil  is  chalky.  The  reason  is,  that  almost  all  (;xcept 
the  great  rivers,  periodically  ran  underground.  The 
inhabitants  call  a  rivulet  of  this  description  a  nail- 
bum,  being  a  small  brook  that  runs  at  certain  times 
only.  They  generally  begin  to  pour  from  their 
sources  in  the  spring  months,  running  with  a  con- 
siderable current  till  autumn,  when  the  channel 
becomes  gradually  dry.  Of  these  nailbums,  those 
of  Barham  Downs  and  Mtham,  in  East  Kent,  are 
very  remarkable,  as  also  that  which  rises  behind 
St.  Rook's  Hill  in  Sussex,  and  passes  by  Havant 
and  Chichester.  When  these  rivulets  dry  up,  the 
inhabitants  are  supplied  only  by  wells  (dug  some 
of  them  to  an  immense  depth  in  the  chalk),  and 
rain-water  collected  in  ponds  made  for  that 
purpose. 

Such  situations  for  encamping  large  bodies  of 
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cavalry  would  on  this  accouQt  be  extremely  incon- 
Tenieat ;  but  if  we  suppose  an  enemy  in  this  country^ 
these  are  the  positions  which  there  would  be  a  neoes- 
sity  of  occupying,  unless  we  gave  up  what  is  the 
natural  and  only  strength  with  regard  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  ground. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  chalk  hills^  in  front  of  the 
Kent  and  Surrey  range,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  posi- 
tions on  the  Sussex  Downs,  there  is  constantly 
rumung  water.  however,  from  the  nearness  of 
the  memyy  the  troops  could  not  water  in  fronts  the 
infantry  would  then  have  their  supply,  as  the  in- 
habitants have,  from  the  wells  and  ponds,  and  there 
would  be  a  necessity  for  encamping  the  cavaby  in 
many  instances,  at  a  considerable  distance  in  the 
rear.  But  it  is  supposed  in  general  that  an  army 
•when  obliged  to  water  in  front,  might  do  it  in  safety 
under  cover  of  the  advanced  posts  or  a  corps  of 
light  troops. 


Gefteral  Dtfenee  of  the  Southern  District^ 

Except  in  East  Kent,  the  east  part  of  the  South 
Downs,  and  that  part  of  Surrey  near  Banstead  and 

Epsom,  the  country  to  the  south  and  south-east  of 
London  is  in  general  so  dose,  and  in  many  places  so 
woody,  that  large  bodies  (of  heavy  cavalry  especially) 
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could  not  act ;  but  along  the  skirts  of  Surrey  and 
Hampshire  and  towards  the  west,  the  oountiy  is 
much  more  open,  and  consequently  more  adapted  to 
tiie  operations  of  cavalry. 

Supposing  our  enemies  to  have  the  design  of 
invading  this  country,  and  that  they  can  ooDect  troops 
and  vessels  in  the  different  ports  of  the  Channel, 
sufficient  for  its  execution,  the  part  of  our  coast  most 
exposed  to  such  an  attempt,  is  that  which  extends 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  to  the  Isle  of  Port- 
land. Bcvond  that,  the  Channel  increases  in  breadth, 
the  coast  of  Dorset  is  of  dangerous  approach,  as  is 
also  the  greatest  part  of  Devon  and  Cornwall ;  and 
to  efifect  their  design,  any  urmament  from  Brest 
must  escape  our  grand  fleet;  and  any  armament 
firom  the  bays  of  Brittany  must  elude  our  squadrons 
at  Jersey  and  Gumsey,  at  Portland,  Torhay  and 
Plymouth.  To  the  northward  of  the  Thames,  from 
the  length  of  the  voyage,  and  the  risks  of  the  navi- 
gation, it  is  thought  the  enemy  cannot  make  any 
attempt  whatever  in  small  vessels,  as  the  coasts  of 
Essex  and  Suffolk,  and  beyond  them,  must  be  secure 
if  we  are  vigilant  from  our  naval  stations  at  the 
Downs,  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  Yarmouth,  and  at 
whatever  other  intermediate  point  is  found  proper. 

From  the  Thames  to  the  Isle  of  Portland,  there 
are  several  marked  divisions  of  the  coast  to  he  made, 
beginning  from  the  northward. 

I  I 
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1st.  The  roast  fruia  Whitstable  by  Rcculver,  to 
near  Margate,  is  low  and  in  many  places  accessible. 
Canterbury  is  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  affords 
great  resources. 

2nd.  From  Margate,  where  there  is  a  battery, 
to  Ramsgate,  the  shore  is  bounded  by  high  ciiSs ; 
in  some  parts  there  is  a  sandy  beach  under  them, 
but  on  the  whole,  it  may  be  deemed  inaccessible. 
The.  harbour  at  Ramsgate  is  very  fine  and  capacious 
but  dry  at  low  water ;  it  is  defended  by  some  guns 
in  battery  on  the  c]iff&  There  is  also  a  battery  at 
Broadstaij-s. 

3rd.  From  Ramsgate  to  Walraer  Castle  the  shore 
is  low,  the  beach  in  general  shingle,  and  such,  that 
in  moderate  weather,  Tessds  may  run  ashore  on 
Walmer.  Deal  and  Sanduwn  Castles,  with  two 
temporary  works,  have  large  cannon  mounted,  and 
defend  the  shore  to  Sandwich.  Beyond  that,  to 
Ramsgate,  which  is  a  considerable  extent,  there  are 
no  batteries,  and  the  best  landing.  Sandown  Castle 
is  a  respectable  work,  capable  of  good  defence,  and 
should  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity. 

The  other  tw^o  castles  are  not  In  so  erood  a  state, 
but  still  may  be  maintained.  The  temporary  works 
are  of  a  slight  construction. 

Whatever  force  might  attempt  a  descent  between 
Whitstable  and  Walmer,  must,  it  is  thought,  issue 
firom  the  ports  of  Calais,  Dunkirk,  Ostend,  and 
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perhaps  from  the  Scheldt,  hut  in  so  doing  th^  must 
cross  our  fleet  in  the  Downs. 

If  that  point  and  the  Thames  are  sufficiently 
guarded,  they  can  hardly  expect  success,  and  must 
expose  themselves  to  much  risk,  without  a  chance,  in 
the  first  instance,  of  establijsinng  a  cominumcatioa 
with  France. 

4th.  From  Walmer  Castle,  by  Dover  to  Sandgate 
Castle,  a  mile  beyond  Folkstone,  is  one  continued 

high  and  commanding  cliff,  which  may  be  considered 
as  inaccessible,  although  there  is  a  sandy  shore  under 
the  cliff  in  several  pkces  between  Dover  and  Folk- 
stone,  and  Folkstone  and  Sandgate. 

A  mile  to  the  eastward  of  Folkstone,  the  coast 
forms  an  indifferent  bay  of  small  extent,  where  the 
surrounding  heights  are  low,  and  in  all  this  line, 
this  is  the  most  accessible  point ;  it  is  defended 
by  a  new  battery  of  three  guns.  Folkstone  itself 
has  a  sufficient  number  of  guns,  and  is  not  readily 
approached.  Sandgate  Castie  is  commanded,  and 
in  a  very  indiiierent  state  of  defence,  except  as  a  sea 
battery. 

At  Sandgate  Castle  the  diffs  cease,  and  the  high 
ground  continuing  behind  Hythe,  Lynn,  Bilsington, 
and  through  the  Isle  of  Oxney  at  a  great  distance 
firom  the  sea,  bounds  Romney  Marsh,  and  continues 
into  Sussex. 

5th.    From  Sandgate,  round  by  Dungeness  to  the 
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harbour  of  Rye,  a  bank  of  shingle  bounds  and  secures 
the  low  couotry,  which  might  be  inundated  in  great 
part  both  by  the  sea  and  by  the  land  waters.  The 
principal  sluices  are  near  Dym  Church,  where'  for 
several  mUes  the  shingle  is  necessaniy  supported  by 
an  earthem  wall,  and  if  those  sluices  were  prepared 
and  defended  by  proper  works  thdr  effect  might 
indeed  become  of  the  greatest  importance. 

On  every  part  of  the  beach,  in  favourable  weather, 
vessels  may  be  run  ashore.  The  coast  road  from 
Hythe,  by  New  Romney  to  Lydd  and  Rye,  is  ex- 
ceedingly good ;  but  the  other  roads  in  the  marsh 
are  very  indifferent,  and  in  the  winter  impracticable 
for  artillery. 

The  present  defence  of  this  part  of  the  coast  con- 
sists in  a  battery  at  Shome  ClifiF,  near  Sandgate,  and 
in  three  temporary  redoubts  on  the  shingle  bank 
before  Hythe,  mounted  with  heavy  guns»  about  a  mile 
from  each  other,  but  not  of  a  moment's  defence 
whenever  the  enemy,  in  any  considerable  force,  has 
gained  a  landing.  From  these,  by  Dym  Church  to 
Dungeness,  there  are  no  defences.  At  Dungeness, 
there  is  an  enclosed  work,  not  very  substantial,  and 
some  flanking  batteries. 

Towards  Rye  Harbour,  there  are  no  works  or 
road,  except  along  the  shingle  and  the  sands  when 
the  tide  is  low. 

The  mouth  of  Rye  Harbour,  formed  by  the  river 
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Rother  is  difficult  of  access,  and  is  defended  by  a 
small  battery.  The  tide  flows  a  great  way  up  this 
river,  which  offers  shelter  to  any  number  of  small 
vessels.  From  thence  to  Hastings,  the  shore  con- 
tinues accessible,  but  is  commanded  by  the  high 
grounds. 

6th.  For  two  or  three  miles  on  each  side  of 
Hastings,  Fairlight  Heights  form  cHfis,  which  over- 
hang the  shore,  but  from  thence  receding  from  it, 
they  take  a  direction  behind  Bexhill  into  Sussex, 
and  at  a  distance  bound  Pevensey  Level,  which  is 
a  low  country  of  the  nature  of  Romncy,  but 
not  so  broad  and  extensive,  stretching  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  BexhiU  to  Eastbourne^  near  Beachy 
Head. 

The  whole  of  this  line  presents  sand  and  shingle 
on  the  shore,  of  the  same  nature  as  Komney 
Marsh. 

At  the  two  extremities,  Hastings  and  Langley 
Point,  are  considerable  batteries.  In  the  interme- 
diate space,  there  are  no  prepared  defences  but  what 
the  natural  strength  of  the  country  presents,  the  low 

part  of  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  pass,  and  it 
may  be  inundated. 

7  th.  At  Beachy  Head,  the  South  Down  chalk 
hiUs  terminate  on  the  sea,  and  form  a  mige  of  high 

cliffs  along  the  shore  quite  to  Brighthelinstoiie.  In 
that  space,  there  are  a  few  accessible  places,  but  of  no 
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great  extent,  and  defended  by  battaies,  as  Cuckmere, 

Seaford,  Newhaven,  and  Rottendean. 

NewhaveD)  which  is  tlie  port  of  Lewes  and  the 
river  Ouse,  wOl  afford  sheto  to  a  laige  number  of 
smaQ  vessels. 

The  South  Downs  are  themselves  open  sheep  pas- 
tures>  four  or  five  mfles  in  breadth.  Their  north 
side,  which  is  high  and  steep,  overhangs  the  woody, 
enclosed,  strong  country  of  the  Wealds  of  Sussex, 
and  from  thence  they  slope  gradually  their  whole 
breadth  towards  the  sea.  They  are  cut  through  at 
different  distances  from  north  to  south  by  several 
rivers,  coming  from  the  interior  country,  as  Cuck- 
merc,  the  Ouse,  the  Adur,  the  Arun.  They  begin 
at  Brighthelmstone  to  recede  from  the  shore;  and 
passing  behind  Arondd  and  Chichester,  oontimie 
their  direction  into  Hampshire. 

8th.  From  Brighthelmstone  quite  to  Bognor  and 
Selsea,  the  sbore  is  low  and  accessible  in  moderate 
weather,  the  beaches  are  favourable,  and  the  country  is 
dry  and  fine ;  nor  are  any  batteries  established  except 
at  Brightheknstone^  little  Hampton,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Aran,  and  at  Sdsea  Bill.  The  mouths  of  the 
Shoreham,  Arundel,  and  Selsea  rivers,  afford  shelter 
for  small  vessels. 

It  may  be  observed  that  to  this  whole  drcle  of 
coast  from  Selsea  to  R^ulver,  London  may  be  con- 
sidered as   the  cummuu  centre,  being  from  no 
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point  less  than  wxiy,  or  more  than  seventy  miks 

distant 

9th.  From  Selsea  to  Portsmouth,  and  from  thence 
to  Christchurch,  the  whole  coast  is  so  covered  by 

Portsmouth  and  the  Isle  of  Wight  as  to  offer  no 
probable  point  of  attack ;  and  the  same  may  be  pre- 
sumed of  Poole  Harbour,  which  is  good  and  spacious, 
togeth^  with  Studknd  and  Swanage  Bays  in  its 
neighbourhood,  quite  to  St.  Aldham's  Head. 

10th.  From  St.  Aldham's  Head  to  near  Wey- 
mouth, the  coast  is  guarded  by  very  high  eU£Es,  and 
is  dangerous  to  approach.  The  beaches  and  bays  of 
Weymouth  and  Portland  are  good.  The  island  itself 
is  strong,  and  not  to  be  approached  but  from  the 
bay;  and  from  thenoe  round  by  Abbotsbury  to 
Lyme,  is  a  most  dangerous  shore. 


In  all  this  range  of  coast,  the  most  e%ible  points 

for  the  enemy  to  land  at,  \vith  respect  to  their  future 
advance  in  the  country,  appear  to  be : 

1st  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Sandwich  and  the 
Isle  of  Thanet. 

2nd.  From  Folks  tone  to  Dungeness. 

3rd.  From  Rye  Harbour  to  Hastings  and  its 
neigfabomrhood. 

4th.  The  neighbourhood  of  Eastbourne. 

Further  to  the  westward,  the  length  of  the  passage 
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increases,  although  the  shores  of  Brighthelmstone, 
Shoreham,  Arundel  and  Chichester,  present  points  of 
descent  in  ikrourable  weatber. 

From  these  places,  Portsmouth  might  possiisly  be 
the  immediate  ohject. 

The  points  from  which  an  eoemy  would  endeavour 
to  establish  bis  communication,  which  must  be  pro- 
tctcd  by  a  considerable  force,  would,  in  an  order  of 
preference,  be 

1st.  Ramsgate  and  Deal. 

2nd.  Folkstone  and  Hythe. 

3rd.  Rye  and  Hastings.  . 

4th.  Eastbourne. 

To  the  westward  of  these,  in  proportion  as  he 
could  cover  them,  Newhaven,  Shoreham,  Arundel 

rivers,  and  Pagham  Harbour,  offer  shelter  to  small 
vessels  and  the  intermediate  places  of  landing. 

It  is  imagined  that  any  attempt  to  land — 

1st.  Between  Whitstable  and  Dover,  must  be 
made  from  the  ports  of  France  and  Flanders  to  the 
eastward  of  Calais. 

2nd.  From  Folkstone  to  Beadiy  Head,  from  the 
ports  of  Franee  between  Calais  and  Dieppe. 

3rd.  From  Beachy  Head  to  Chichester,  &om  the 
ports  between  Dieppe  and  Cherbomg. 

4th.  On  the  Isle  of  Wight  or  near  it,  from  the 
ports  between  Dieppe  and  Cherbourg. 

5th.  To  the  westward  of  St.  Aldham's  Head» 
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from  Cherbourg,  GranviQe,  St.   Malo,  and  ti&e 

Channel  ports  of  Brittany. 

Jersey  and  Guernsey  are  surrounded  with  danger^ 
and  require  the  most  vigilaiit  attention  for  their  pre- 
senration.  The  previous  acquisition  of  them  would 
very  much  facilitate  the  attempts  of  the  enemy. 

The  Nore,  the  Downs,  Portsmouth,  Portland,  Tor- 
bay,  Plymouth  and  Faknouth  are  considered  as  the  only 
good  and  safe  roadsteads  for  fleets  and  large  ships 
along  this  extent  of  coast;  but  it  is  presumed  that 
in  moderate  and  iavourable  weather,  there  are  many 
safe  places  of  anchorage  on  this  coast,  as  on  both 
sides  of  Dungeness  and  under  Beachy  Head,  and 
that  all  such  situations  on  the  enemy's  coast  as 
can  tend  to  give  dneck  to  whatever  may  issue 
from  their  principal  ports  are  weQ  known  and  con- 
sidered advantageous,  as  the  same  wind  which 
conveys  him  away  &cilitates  his  immediate  pursuit. 

The  occasional  appearanoe  of  two  or  three  of  our 
two-deckers  off  their  principal  ports  in  the  Channel 
would  tend  much  to  keep  them  in  awe. 

Our  great  stations  of  the  J>owns^  St.  Hdens, 
Portland,  Guernsey,  give  much  security  to  eveiything 
within  their  reach,  but  the  want  of  a  certain  an- 
chorage on  our  shore,  leaves  the  three  most  exposed 
and  important  pconts  of  all — Dungeness^  Hastings  and 
Beachy  Head,  liable  to  be  unprotected  at  the  critical 
moment,  when,  in  the  absence  of  our  cruisers,  a 
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severe  gale  of  wind  fur  a  few  hours  may  waft  over  a 
considerable  body  of  the  enemy  (suppose  20^000), 
and  give  them  an  opporiimity  of  seiziDg  a  point  of 
our  coast,  perhaps  of  sending  back  their  vessels,  and 
establishing  a  communication  within  a  night's  sail  of 
single  vessels. 

In  the  arrangement  of  our  naval  force,  these  and 
many  other  local  considerations,  unknown  to  lands- 
men, will  undoubtedly  be  provided  for  in  the  best 
manner ;  but  it  never  can  be  too  much  enforced  that 
the  security  of  the  coast  from  Folkstone  to  Beachy 
Head,  is,  before  all  others,  the  most  important 
object 

Did  one  side  or  other  of  Dungeness  Point  always 

afford  anchorage  for  a  small  squadron,  the  security  of 
this  line  would  be  complete. 

The  stations  at  St  Helens,  St  Maroon^  Guernsey, 
Portland,  Plymouth,  and  the  distance  from  the 
enemy's  coast  certainly  give  great  security  to  every- 
thing westward  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  the  island 
itself  cannot  be  too  carefully  guarded  against  surprise 
in  the  absence  of  our  principal  fleets  and  detached 
squadrons,  for  could  an  enenoy  in  force  establish  him- 
self on  this  island,  and  effectually  disturb  or  prevent 
the  anchorage  between  it  and  the  mainland,  the 
greatest  inconvenience  and  distress  would  arise. 

The  most  ehgible  points  of  descent  have  been 
stated  as: 
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1st.  Between  Whitstable  and  Sandvnch. 

2 ad.  Between  Folkstone  and  Dungeness. 

3rd.  Between  Rye  and  BexhilL 

4th.  Between  Pevens^  and  Eastbourne. 

5th.  Between  Brighton  and  Chichester. 

From  such  points  of  descent,  their  most  advan- 
tageous and  eligible  lines  of  operation  appear  to  be : 

Ist.  If  landed  in  East  Kent  and  in  possession  of 
Canterbury,  from  thence  to  Chatham  along  the 
oountiy  between  the  south  side  of  the  chalk  hills  and 
the  sea.  As  the  Medway  must  be  formidable  and 
well  guarded  at  Chatham,  a  passage  is  to  be  forced 
about  Maidstone,  the  line  continued  down  the  river 
to  communicate  with  Chatham,  and  from  thence 
along  the  great  road  by  Gravesend,  Dartford,  Black- 
heath,  towards  London. 

The  great  advantages  on  this  line  are,  that  the 
right  flank  is  in  security  the  whole  way,  and  also  the 
left  as  far  as  Chatbam,  b^ng  supposed  to  move  along 
the  ridge  of  the  chalk  iiilis,  and  the  possession  of 
Chatham,  Woolwich,  Greenwich  are  sucoessLvely  in 
view,  as  well  as  the  command  of  the  Thames  when 
arrived  at  Gravesend. 

From  Maidstone  the  enemy  may  also  proceed  by 
the  direct  road  of  Wrotham,  Famingham,  Foot's  Cray, 
Eltham,  or  he  may  go  still  farther  on  till  he  gains  the 
great  road  from  Sevenoaks,  through  Farnborough 
.   and  Bromley.    These  two  last  routes  throw  him 
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farther  off  from  the  Thames,  and  the  advantages 
attending  its  neighbourhood,  and  leave  both  his  flanks 
more  uacoverad  in  situations  favourable  to  cavalry. 

2nd.  If  landed  between  Folkstone  and  Dungeness, 
he  could  not  be  supposed  prepared  for  proceeding  at 
once  to  Ashford  and  Maidstone.  Hp  would  first 
make  himsdf  master  of  East  Kent  and  Canterbury, 
and  proceed  along  the  great  line  already  described, 
or  if  he  moved  on  Rye,  which  is  not  probable,  he 
would  follow  the  same  line  as  if  he  had  debarked  at 
that  place. 

3rd.  If  landed  about  Rye,  Hastings,  and  Bcxliill, 
two  great  routes  present  themselves.  From  Rye  by 
Newenden  Bridge  to  Hawkhurst,  and  from  Hastings 
by  Battle  and  Silver  Hill  to  Hawkhurst.  Vrom  thence 
a  great  route  leads  through  Cranbrook,  and  over 
Cox  Heath  to  Maidstone.  If  the  enemy  takes  such 
direction,  or  otherwise  from  Hawkhurst,  two  con- 
tiguous routes  lead  to  Tunbridge,  one  through  Lam- 
berhurst,  and  the  other  through  Wadhurst  and 
Tunbridge  Wells.  From  Tunbridge  the  great  route 
continues  through  Sevenoaks  and  Bromley. 

4  th.  If  landed  near  Pevensev  and  Eastbourne,  the 

ar 

great  inniv  proceeds  through  H.ulsham,  Heathtield, 
Mayfield,  Frant,  Tunbridge  Weils  to  Tunbridge,; 
and  from  Eastbourne,  Hailsham,  or  Heathfidd  he 
may  gain  Lewes,  Uck&dd,  or  Maresfield,  on  another 
great  route. 
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5th.  If  landed  near  Brighton  and  Shoreham,  many 
excellent  roads  lead  to  the  capital. 

There  are  two  through  Lewes,  and  by  Maresfield 
and  Chailey^  which  unite  at  Witch  Cross,  and  from 
thence  proceed  hy  Grinstead,  Godstone,  and  Oroy^ 
don.  Que  by  Ditchling  a-iid  Linfield,  parallel  to, 
and  at  no  great  distance  from,  the  other,  to  which  it 
unites  near  Felbridge.  One  through  Clayton,  Cuck- 
field,  and  Crawley  to  Reigate,  and  from  thence  either 
to  Croydon  or  Sutton.  One  through  Heufield,  and 
another  by  Shoreham  and  Steyning,  which  connect 
near  Shermanbury,  and  again  these  divide,  one  by 
Handemess  and  Crawley,  to  Reigate,  the  other  by 
Horsham  and  Dorking  to  Epsom. 

Three  general,  and  in  many  places,  good  com- 
munications, parallel  to  the  coast,  cross  and  connect 
all  thcise^  routtb,  and  facilitate  the  change  from  one  to 
the  other. 

Ist  From  Steyning,  by  the  South  Downs,  to 
Lewes,  Horsebridge,  Henfield,  Battle  to  Hastings. 

2nd.  FVom  Horsham,  by  Handcross,  Cuckticld, 
Linfield,  MaresheLd,  Heathfield,  Burwash,  Hawkhurst, 
Cranbrook,  Smarden,  Charing,  Fayersham. 

3rd.  From  Dorking  by  Reigate,  Grodstone, 
Westerham,  Sevenoaks,  Mailing,  Maidstone,  Sittmg- 
boume. 

There  is  also  a  good  communication  from  Lewes 
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to  Heathfidd,  and  finom  Tunbridge  to  Wrotham  and 
also  to  Maidstone. 

6th  If  lauded  at  Arundel,  or  between  that  and 

Chichester. 

From  Arandd,  there  is  a  great  road  through 
Pulborough  to  Horsham  and  Dorking,  another  to 
Petworth ;  and  from  Guildford  there  are  two  roads ; 
one  through  Awfbld,  the  other  through  Chidingfold. 

From  Chidiester  there  are  two  roads,  one  through 
Petworth,  the  other  through  Midiiurst  aud  Hasle- 
nicK^  to  Guildford. 

The  next  great  routo  from  the  westward,  is  that 
from  Portsmouth  through  Fetersfidd  and  Guildford 
to  London. 

From  Chichester  there  is  also  a  parallel  great 
route,  in  no  place  very  dbtant  ftom  ther  shore, 

through  Arundel,  Shoreham,  Brighthelmstooe,  Lewes, 
Firle,  to  Eastbourne, 

There  are  numbers  of  small,  collateral  country 
roads,  which  are  in  general  narrow,  deep,  and  very 

indifferent,  except  on  the  Downs,  and  open  parts  of 
the  district. 

Thus»  the  many  roads  which  lead  from  the  dif- 
flerent  pomts  of  this  great  circumference  of  coast, 
from  Margate  to  Chichester,  as  they  approach  their 
common  centre,  London,  9X!d  united  at  about  thirty 
miles  from  the  capital  in  eight  priocipal  ones,  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


495 


there  enter  on  the  chalk  range  of  hOls,  at  Stroud, 
Wrotham,  Barham's  Court,  Westeiiiam,  Godstone, 

Reigatc,  (luildford,  from  which  points  of  a  smaller 
circle,  they  all  tend  towards  Lioudon. 

These  several  roads,  according  to  the  point  of  the 
coast  from  which  they  depart,  cross  all  or  some  of 
the  high  or  parallel  ranges  of  the  country  which  so 
remarkably  divide  it,  and  afford  so  many  advanta^ 
geous  and  defensible  positions. 

They  are,  beginning  with  the  most  northerly  : 

1st.  The  great  chalk  range,  which,  stretching 
from  Dover  and  Folkstone  by  Wye,  Lenham,  Maid«- 
stone,  Wrotham,  Godstone,  Dorking,  Guildford, 
Faniham,  joins  with  the  extensive  chalk  country  of 
Hampshire.  This  range  presents  a  strong  and 
steep  face  to  the  south,  and  slopes  gradually  towards 
the  Thames  on  the  north. 

2nd.  The  midland  range,  which,  beginning  near 
Ashford,  runs  at  a  small  distance  from  the  other  by 
Ulcomb,  Coxheath,  Mereworth,  Sevenoaks,  Kent 
Hatch,  Tilverton  Hill,  Outwuod  Windmill,  Leith 
Hill,  Ewhurst  Windmill,  and  Ascomb  Hill  towards 
Hyndhead.  It  consists  of  gravel  intermixed  with 
day,  is  of  a  less  height  than  the  others,  presents  a 
steep  face  to  the  south,  and  slopes  more  gently 
towards  the  north. 

3rd.  The  range  of  cky  hifls  begins  at  Fairlight 
Head  over  Hastings,  and  extends  by  Battle,  Heath- 
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field,  Mayfidd,  Roth^eld,  Crowborough,  Witch 
Cross,  and  St.  Leonard's  Forest  towards  Hyndhead. 

It  consists  chiefly  of  clay,  in  some  places  inter- 
mixed with  red  freestone.  It  slopes  gradually,  but 
more  so  to  the  south,  and  many  branches  extend 
from  the  principal  trank,  which  form  strong  and 
wooded  ra\4ne8. 

In  this  range,  the  rivers  of  Kent)  Sussex,  and 
Surrey  take  their  rise.  Those  on  its  south  side 
find  thdr  way  through  the  Sooth  Downs  to  the  sea ; 
those  on  its  north  side  force  their  way  through  the 
midland  and  north  chalk  range  to  the  Thames. 
On  the  summit  of  this  range  there  is  a  great  extent 
of  open  forest  ground,  as  about  Heathfield,  Cruw- 
borough,  Ashdown  Forest,  St.  Leonard's  Forest. 

Issuing  from  this  range,  there  is  a  low  clay  one, 
which  connecting  behind  Winchdsea  and  Rye,  forms 
Playdon  Height,  and  crossing  the  Isle  of  Oxncy, 
behind  Appledore,  bounds  Romney  Marsh,  and 
extends  by  Bilsington,  Aldington,  Lynn,  HytJie,  to 
Sandgate  Castle,  near  Folkstone.  The  south  face 
of  this  range  is  abrupt,  and  to  the  north  the  general 
face  of  the  ground  is  gradual  and  easy  towards 
Ashford. 

4th.  The  South  Downs,  or  range,  extends  beyond 
Beachy  Head,  by  Longbridge,  Lewes,  Beeding  Bridge, 
Steyning,  Houghton  Bridge,  Cocking,  Maple  Durham, 
into  Hampshire.    It  consists  entirely  of  chalk,  is 
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uniyersaUy  high  and  abrupt  fecang  to  the  north,  and 

slopes  gently  and  gradually  towards  the  Channel 
where  the  coast  is  low,  except  from  Beachy  Head 
to  Brighton. 

Between  the  South  Downs  and  the  day  range  lies 
the  low,  deep,  and  woody  country  of  the  Wealds  of 
Sussex,  terminated  at  the  sea  by  Feyensey  Level ;  and 
between  the  day  range  and  flie  midland  range  lies  a 
similar  country  called  the  Wealds  of  Kent,  ter- 
minated in  the  same  manner  by  Romney  Levd. 
Hiese  wealds  were  formerly  hdd  as  impassable  for 
sax  months  in  the  year,  and  though  most  of  the 
cross-roads  are  so  still,  yet  the  great  and  some  of 
the  collateral  routes,  are  not  inferior  to  those  of  other 
countries. 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  a  continuation 
of  all  these  ridges  is  to  be  found  on  the  opposite 
shore  of  the  Channel,  from  whence  they  punsue  a 
similar  direction  into  Fhmce. 
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Annexed,  on  opposite  pages,  are  a  few  relative  cir- 
cumstances that  would  attend  the  movements  and 

positions  of  two  armies,  the  one  {marked  A)  par- 
suing  its  progress,  the  other  {marked  B)  opposing  it. 


A. 

1.  An  army,  provided  as  we  have  supposed, 
landed  on  an  hostile  shore,  and  meeting  with  a 
certain  degree  of  opposition,  would  not  be  inclined 
to  attempt  at  once  a  rapid  advance  through  an  in- 
tricate country  towards  its  great  and  ultimate,  but 
distant  object.  Nor  could  it  possibly  execute  it 
under  the  wants  it  must  ieeL  It  would  first  en- 
deavour to  seize  and  occupy  such  a  district  of  country 
as  might  considerably  lessen  these  wants,  and  it 
would  expect  the  possibility  of  receiving  farther  rein- 
forcements before  it  proceeded. 


2.  It  seems  evident  that  the  enemy's  most  desir- 
able prospects  and  advantages  b^gin  from  the  east 
of  Kent,  and  diminish  in  proportion  as  they  are 
obliged  to  land  to  the  westward.  We  have  already 
observed  the  little  probability  of  their  attempting 
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Annexed,  on  opposite  pages,  are  a  few  relatwe  cir- 
cumstances that  wotUd  attend  the  movements  and 
pasithng  of  two  armies,  the  one  {marked  A)  pur- 
suing its  progress,  the  other  [marked  B)  opposing  it. 


B. 

1.  From  the  moment  of  the  most  distant  appear* 

ance  of  the  enemy  every  interior  spring  is  put  in 
motion;  intelligence  is  quickly  circulated,  and  every 
one  should  know  the  part  to  take. 

Removals  from  the  yidnity  of  his  attack  take  place. 
Troops  move  to  oppose  his  descent,  and  more  distant 
ones  to  sustain  them*  Whatever  belongs  to  Dover 
Castle,  enters  or  remains  behind  it.  He  is  supposed 
to  accomplish  his  landing  with  or  without  loss.  AH 
the  batteries  and  guns  in  his  neighbourhood,  that 
must  fall  or  cannot  be  employed  against  him,  are  in 
due  time  to  be  destroyed. 

The  troops  continue  to  assemble  in  the  first  and 
nearest  favourable  position  to  oppose  his  progress, 
detach  parties  to  watch  and  harass  him,  and  use 
every  exertion  in  protecting  and  driving  the  country. 

2.  Whether  the  enemy  can  land  between  Whit- 
stahle  and  Deal,  or  between  Folkstone  and  Dun- 
geness,  we  have  presumed  that  his  future  line  of 
operation  will  be  the  same,  and  that  he  will  begin 
by  seizing  upon  £ast  Kent.    The  force  he  will  find 
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A. 

or  effecting  a  descent  between  Whitstable  and  Deal, 
while  we  are  fully  guarded  and  possessed  of  the 
Downs  i  (nor  do  we  suppose  there  can  be  a  possi- 
bility of  his  surprising  and  maintaining  that  anchorage 
by  any  force  he  can  send  from  Flushing).  Could  he 
accomplish  this  with  a  large  force,  he  would  imme- 
diately seize  Canterbury,  the  key  of  the  country; 
he  would  possess  Ramsgate  and  the  whole  coast  to 
Folk  stone  and  Hythe  (except  Dover  Castle  and 
Sandown) ;  and  if  he  found  the  heavy  guns  in  that 
space  not  effectually  spiked,  be  mi^t  turn  them 
upon  and  dislodge  our  shipping  from  the  Downs. 
He  would  endeavour  to  occupy  and  fortify  Boughton 
Hill  and  woods,  secure  the  gorge  of  the  way  leading 
to  Asbford ;  communicate  by  posts  along  the  top  of 
the  ch?Jk  range  to  Folkstonc,  where,  and  upon  the 
heights  above  Hythe,  he  would  strongly  intrench  him- 
self, and  consider  this  as  bis  nearest  and  best  com- 
munication  with  France,  altboi^b  on  the  open  beach. 
In  this  situation  he  might  expect  reinforcements; 
and  within  the  tract  of  country  which  he  then 
enclosed,  he  might  find  very  great  resources  and 
supplies  ijf  all  kinds,  perhaps  sufficient  to  facilitate 
his  farther  progress. 

3.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  importance  of  Dover 
and  Sandown  Castles  exceed  calculation.  They  are 
well  fortified,  should  be  well  provided,  well  com- 
manded, and  not  liable  to  be  taken  by  assault. 
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in  that  oountry  will  not  be  sufficient  to  stop  his 
progress,  and  to  cover  Canterbury  nntH  reinforce- 
ments come  up.  It  must  take  care  not  to  be 
encircled  by  the  enemy.  It  must  take  post  on 
Boughton  Hin,  on  the  left  towards  Whitstable,  and 
on  the  right  towards  Chatham  and  Chilham,  and 
also  maintain  the  post  at  Ash  ford,  destroy  all  the 
roads  in  its  fronts  and  on  each  flank,  that  it  may  be 
turned  with  the  more  difficulty ;  embarrass  as  much 
of  the  road  as  possible  between  Canterbury  and 
Ashford,  and,  in  short,  endeavour  to  strengthen  and 
make  this  a  tenable  post,  if  troops  sufficient  arrive  in 
time  to  maintain  it ;  and  by  these  means  it  will  con- 
siderably check  the  progress  of  the  enemy. 


3.  The  possession  by  an  enemy  of  Dover  Castle,  of 
the  opposite  intrenched  height,  and  of  the  town  and 
port,  fortified  in  the  manner  that  he  would  soon 
accomplish,  and  defended  by  six  or  seven  tliousand 
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Without  Dover  GasUe  the  enemy  can  have  no 
certain  communication :  and  always  supposing  that 
on  our  shore  he  finds  no  means  of  advancing  his 
purpose,  the  bringing  up  and  placing  sufficient  artil- 
lery to  reduce  it  is  a  work  of  slow  process,  and 
would  give  time  to  relieve  it ;  whether  he  remained 
in  East  Kent,  and  made  that  his  chief  object, 
or  found  himself  sufficiently  strong  to  press  on  to 
the  Medway,  and  there  wait  the  result,  if  in  the 
meantime  he  could  depend  on  subsisting  in  the 
country. 

4.  Supposing  him  to  leare  Dover  Castle  behind 

him ;  that  he  had  in  some  degree  overcome  his  first 
difficulties,  and  at  the  end  of  six  days  was  ready  to 
move  forwards — ^when  he  advanced  (after  leaving  at 
least  five  thousand  men  behind  him,  strongly  in- 
trenched over  Fnlkstone  and  Ilythe,  keeping  Duvcr 
Castle  in  check,  and  scouring  the  country  by  detach- 
ments), he  would  advance  in  two  colunms;  one 
along  the  great  road  by  Faversham  and  Sitting- 
bourne,  upon  Chatham;  the  other  along  the  south 
edge  of  the  chalk  range  (which  is  high  and  abrupt 
on  his  left),  and  by  a  route  to  be  opened  for  this 
purpose.  Thc^e  columns  \\ouId  not  be  above  four 
or  five  miles  asunder,  and  connected  by  light  troops 
and  intermediate  bodies.  Their  flanks  would  be  wdl 
protected,  one  by  the  abrupt  descent  of  the  hills,  the 
other  by  the  sea.    The  country  is  plentiful,  the 
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men»  would  establish  a  sure  communicatioD  with 

France,  und  would  not  casilv  be  wrested  from  his 
hands.  The  conquest  of  this  alone  would  be  to  him 
a  sufficient  object,  could  he  arrive  with  the  means  of 
attacking  it  immediatdy.  Its  preservatioii  is  to  us 
most  important;  and  the  destruction  or  removal  of 
the  heavy  guns  at  Archdiffe  Fort,  or  at  other  con- 
tiguous pkoes,  that  could  by  any  means  be  trans- 
ported to  auaoy  the  caatle,  nmut  iu  due  time  be 
provided  for. 

4.  From  Canterbury,  the  enemy's  first  step  to- 
wards farther  progress  must  be  the  acquiring  posses- 
sion of  Boughton  HiU,  and  the  post  connected  with 
it  The  degree  of  resistance  that  could  here  be 
made,  would  depend  on  the  time  elapsed  since  his 
landing,  and  the  degree  of  reinforcement  to  us  that 
would  have  arrived  at  Faversham ;  for  to  that  place^ 
and  to  Maidstone  and  .Chatham,  must  every  aid  have 
been  directed. 

fioughton  Hill,  well  fortified,  and  with  sufficient 
numbers  to  defend  it,  certaiuly  offers  a  post  of  great 
strength  and  importance,  as  obstructing  the  prior 
usual  passage  from  East  Kent,  along  the  high  ground, 
for  the  enemy  would  not  choose  the  low  road,  by 
Ashford  and  Lenham,  at  the  foot  of  the  chalk  bills, 
and  exposed  on  their  left  flank. 

If  obliged  to  retire  before  the  enemy,  there  is  a 
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towns  and  villages  frequent  and  good.  Whatever 
opposition  is  made  must  be  forred,  before  possession 
is  obtained  of  Rochester  and  Chatham. 


5.  Chatham  is  of  great  importance,  and  if  the 

delay  the  enemy  had  made  before  liis  arrival  near 
that  place  had  allowed  the  strength  of  the  country 
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fevourable  position  for  equal  troops  between  Faver-  • 
sham  and  Throwley,  with  a  corps  to  the  right  on  the 
edge  of  the  chalk  hills,  and  communicating  with 
Ashford.  Behind  this  position  there  is  sufficient 
water.  About  a  mile  farther  back  there  is  another 
good  position,  neariy  parallel,  the  left  before  Judd's 
Place  and  behind  Faversham.  The  wat^  is  before 
it  and  a  o^reat  deal  of  wood  in  its  rear.  The  caost 
remarkable  position  is  behind  the  road  which  leads 
from  Sittingbouine .  to  Depding  and  Maidstone. 
This  roud  follows  a  hollow  to  Dcptling.  There  is 
much  wood  on  each  side  of  it,  particularly  to  ^e 
eastward. 

No  other  remarkable  general  position  occurs  be- 
tween this  and  Chatham ;  but  on  the  routes  from 
Boughton,  many  intermediate  woods,  risings,  and 
hollows  afford  stations  where  the  advance  of  an 
enemy  may  be  checked,  and  any  degree  of  resistance 
made. 

If  any  of  these  general  positions  are  occupied,  and 
to  be  held,  not  only  every  field  defence,  of  whidi 

time  will  allow,  should  be  made,  but  routes  should 
be  opened  for  leaving  them  with  the  greatest  quicks 
ness,  if  necessary,  and  the  hedges  in  front  opened  in 
every  direction  to  allow  of  the  action  of  cavalry. 

5.  The  loss  of  Chatham  and  Rochester  would  be 
of  the  greatest  consequence,  and  could  they  be  pre- 
served and  covered  by  a  sufficient  force,  the  enemy 
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to  be  so  generdliy  collected  as  that  too  much  would 
not  be  endangered  for  its  ]»!eservation,  it  would  be 
wdl  worth  some  risk ;  but  at  any  rate  such  a  look- 
out should  be  kept,  and  previous  dispositions  ascer- 
tained»  that  from  the  moment  of  the  enemy's  landing, 
everything  valuable  should  be  removed  at  least  to 
Sheemess  or  across  the  river,  in  order  that  he  might 
find  nothmg  of  any  consequence,  but  empty  buildings, 
whidk  in  such  a  situation  it  is  most  probable  he 
woukl  not  be  tempted  to  destroy. 


6.  As  the  MedvTay  at  Chatham  presents  an  im- 
passable barrier,  the  enemy  would  there  be  obliged 
to  turn  to  his  left  towards  Maidstone,  to  endeavour 
at  that  place  to  cross  the  river ;  but  as  he  would  find 
it  deep  and  considerable,  and  as  a  very  large  force 
would  be  assembled  to  oppose  him,  he  would  find  it 
a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  which,  however,  we  shall 
suppose  he  surmounts,  and  remains  master  of  the 
passage. 
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would  soon  find  himself  in  great  difficulties.  This, 
it  is  supposed,  might  be  done  by  30»000  mea»  were 
the  atuatioDs  previously  prepared  and  fortified.  But 
should  it  be  necessary  to  give  up  Chatham,  after 
providing  for  the  defence  of  Rochester  Bridge  and 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Medway,  the  army  would 
move  upon  Maidstone,  occupying  a  camp  fortified 
and  covering  that  town ;  and  connected  with  a  corps 
on  Coxheath. 

Sheemess  and  Upnor  Castle  would  remain  in  our 
possession,  as  well  as  Fort  Amherst,  in  Chatham 
Lines,  which  ought  not  to  be  taken  without  a  regular 
operation,  and  ought  to  be  weD  provided  accord-' 
ingly.  Rochester  Castle  also  ought  to  be  put  in  a 
certain  state  of  defence,  so  as  to  command  the  bridge, 
and  at  least  to  retard  the  enemy. 

6.  The  preservation  of  Maidstone  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, is  a  point  of  great  inijiortance,  for  were  the 
enemy  master  of  that  side  of  the  Medway,  as  high  as 
Coxheath,  he  would  necessarily  possess  so  great  an 
extent  of  country  in  his  rear,  and  so  safe  a  oommu- 
nication  with  East  Kent,  that  he  could  ^bably 
subsist  at  ease,  and  at  leisure  determine  on  bis 
farther  operations,  whether  solidly  to  establish 
himself  in  that  district,  or  to  pursue  his  progress  to 
the  capital.  In  the  latter  case,  he  would  still  have 
the  passage  of  the  Medway  to  surmount,  an  operation 
which  ought  not  to  be  eaaly  effected. 
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.  7-  Although  master  of  the  east  bank  of  the  river, 
he  would  find  great  difficulty,  owing  to  the  intricacy 
of  the  country,  in  moving  down  the  other  bank  and 
attempting  tQ  regain  the  great  road  at  Stroud,  and 
to  open  a  communication  with  Chatham ;  nor  need 
any  corps  he  afraid  of  acting  on  this  line,  and  on  his 
exposed  flank,  as,  with  tolerable  care,  their  falling 
back  might  be  ensured,  and  at  any  rate  a  retreat  by 
the  Isle  of  Grain  and  by  boats  to  Sheemess,  would 
remain  open  to  them. 

If  the  enemy  has  been  able  to  command  and  keep 
up  a  conmiunication  with  the  coast  of  East  Kent,  he 
must  have  received  reinforcements ;  and  if  he  leaves 
a  body  at  Chatbani  sufficient  to  secure  the  passage 
of  the  Medway,  his  advancing  force  must  certainly 
be  reduced  at  the  time  when  opposition  to  him  is 
greatly  on  the  increase. 

8.  From  Stroud,  the  enemy,  in  advancing  by  the 
great  route  to  London,  besides  having  his  left  flank 
always  exposed,  will  have  to  surmount  whatever 
difficulties  are  presented  to  him  in  front;  in  the 
route  to  Gravesend,  where  he  may  interrupt  for  the 
first  time  the  navigation  of  the  river ;  about  Graves- 
end,  where  there  aie  several  favourable  points  and 
ground  advantageous  to  cavalry  ;  in  the  position 
and  defence  of  the  Darent  River;  in  the  position 
behind  the  Cray,  extending  by  Chiselhurst  to 
Bromley;  in  the  position  from  Plumstcad  to  Shooter's 
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7.  As  tiie  increase  of  our  force  must  now  be 

great,  considerable  though  not  dedsive  actions  would 
most  probably  take  place  on  the  one  side  or  other 
of  Maidstone.  In  proceeding  down  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  to  gain  possession  of  Stroud  and  of 
Rochester  Bridge,  the  enemy  would  be  opposed  iit 
the  ascent  of  the  chalk  hills,  and  at  several  strong; 
ravines  which  terminate  on  the  river,  and  his  left 
flank  woidd  be  liable  to  attack. 

A  mile  behind  Stroud  there  is  a  strong  ground 
which  communicates  with  Cobham  Park,  and  which 
the  great  road  crosses. 


8.  Between  Stroud  and  Dartford  there  are  several 
considerable  ravines,  woods,  and  partial  positions, 
which  cross  the  great  road»  and  where  great  opposi- 
tion may  be  made. 

At  Gravescnd  and  Northfleet  there  is  a  consider- 
able extent  of  country,  where  the  fields  are  vary 
large,  without  wood,  and  not  unfavourable  for 
cavalry.  Dartford  Brent  overlooks  the  town  of 
Dartford;  but  the  course  of  the  river  Dart  is  a 
marked  and  defensiUe  Ime  in  the  country. 

Behind  the  day  River  to  Foot  6  Cray,  and  from 
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HOI,  Eltfaam,  &c.» which  still  ooTere Woolwich;  about 

Blackheath  and  Greenwich,  strongly  intrenclud;  and, 
lastly,  in  the  great  position  which  covers  the  capital 
from  Deptford  to  Sydenham,  Norwood,  Streatham, 
Tooting,  and  Wandsworth. 

If  from  Maidstone  the  enemy  takes  his  route 
more  to  the  left,  either  by  Wrotham,  Famingham, 
and  Foot* s  Cray,  or  by  Sevenooks,  Famborougfa,  and 
Bromley,  or  by  both  routes,  he  will  meet  with  the 
same  chalk  range,  the  same  woody  and  intricate 
country,  and  the  same  general  positions  to  surmount, 
he  win  have  both  the  flanks  of  his  march  exposed  as 
well  as  his  rear,  for  he  can  hardly  be  supposed  in 
such  strength,  as  during  the  progress  of  so  many 
mHes  to  have  kft  behind  him  corps  sufficient  to 
keep  up  and  ensure  a  communication  with  the  other 
side  of  the  Medway. 

Although  the  enemy's  general  direction  is  sup- 
posed along  one  great  route,  yet  he  may  open 
]);irallel  communications  for  tiic  maieh,  in  more  than 
one  column. 

Unless  he  is  in  very  great  strength,  his  at> 
tempting  to  advance  on  two  or  more  great  routes 
distant  from  one  another,  and  so  ill  connected, 
would  be  hazardous  in  the  extreme,  and  give  us 
every  advantage  in  attacking  his  divided  force;  at 
the  same  time,  unless  he  can  command  and  carry 
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thence  to  Chiseniiirat  and  Bromley,  is  a  sloping 

country,  a  marked  position,  and  in  many  parts  of  it 
strong  and  advantageous.  Bromley  stands  on  a 
promineiit  and  bold  point,  and  communioates  with  a 
remarkable  ridge  of  hills,  which,  passing  behind 
Hayes  and  before  Wickham,  proceeds  by  Addington 
to  Addington  Hills  and  to  Croydon,  where  it  meets 
an  open  and  extensive  country  towards  Epoom,  highly 
favourable  to  the  operations  of  cavalry. 

The  whole  of  this  line  facing  to  the  south  presents 
a  respectable  barrier  against  an  enemy  coming  from 
that  quarter,  and  here  or  on  the  Darent  an  important 
stand  must  certainly  be  made,  otherwise  Woolwich 
dock  and  arsenal  become  exposed. 

Behind  the  left  of  this  positbn»  but  retired  some 
miles,  Sbooter^s  Hill,  extending  to  Flumstead  on  the 
lefi^  and  to  Eltham  on  the  right,  still  covers  Wool- 
wich, and  affords  a  veiy  good  position,  if  it  can  be 
well  supported  on  the  right,  otherwise,  if  turned  by 

a  superior  enemy,  there  would  be  great  danger  of  the 
retreat  of  the  troops  to  Blackheath  being  cut  off,  and 
it  mtist  be  considered  as  the  position  of  a  great  corps 
covering  Wodwioh,  and  detached  and  supported  from 
the  principal  army  occupying  the  Norwood  Hill^,  with 
which  it  communicates. 
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on  an  extensive  front,  as  well  as  preserve  a  commu- 
nication with  the  rear,  it  seems  impossible  for  him 
to  exist  durmg  the  time  that  must  be  necessary 
to  surmount  so  many  local  and  prepared  ob- 
stades. 

On  the  whole  of  their  routes  through  the  chalk 
countries  there  is  a  great  want  of  water,  which  must 
materially  affect  and  determine  the  movements  and 
positions  of  both  armies,  and  in  general  is  in  favour 
of  the  advancing  one. 

9.  If  the  enemy  has  been  suffered  or  found  means 
to  advance  thus  &r,  and  to  possess  Shooter's  Hill 
and  Brornlev,  he  { iiniiul  be  in  a  situation  to  hesitate 
or  delay  making  his  last  great  cfiort  to  gain  the 
capital,  by  forcing  the  positions  which  surround  it, 
and  first  of  all  the  posts  of  Blackheatfa  and  Green- 
wich, which  must  be  maintained  to  the  last  ex- 
tremiiy. 

This  position  is  divided  into  three  different  parts* 

Ist,  From  Dcptfurd  to  the  south  point  of  Norwood, 
six  miles  in  extent.  2nd.  From  that  point  to  Streat- 
ham,  three  miles.  3rd.  From  Streatham  to  Battersea 
or  Wandsworth,  four  miles.  To  attack  either  of  the 
two  last  would  require  a  great  movement  to  his  left 
round  by  Croydon  and  Mitcfaam.  Nor  can  his  force 
be  supposed  sufficient  to  attack  any  one  part,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  give  effectual  check  to  the 
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9.  Tbe  great  line  of  defence  which,  on  the  side 

of  the  river,  encompasses  the  capital,  and  is  a  most 
respectable  and  important  one,  is  that  which,  be- 
ginning at  Deptford,  foUows  the  heights  behind  the 
Rayensbourne  to  Sydenham,  and  from  thence  skirts 
Norwood  round  its  south  point  to  Streatham.  The 
whole  of  tliis  line  is  strong,  high,  and  command- 
ing, and  itself  nowhere  commanded.  From  Streat- 
ham  the  groimd  Ms  in  a  more  gradual  but  still 
commanding  slope  quite  to  the  Thames,  and  in  two 
branches^  the  inner  one  in  front  of  Clapham  to 
Battersea^  the  outer  one  through  Tooting  to  Wands- 
worth. AU  the  roads  which  lead  from  any  point  of 
the  coast  between  the  Thames  and  Portsmouth 
cross  this  line*  Seven  or  eight  fidd'^forts  (such  as 
may  be  thrown  up  in  a  few  days)  erected  at  the 
several  principal  and  prominent  points,  to  serve  as 
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other  two  ports  of  the  position.  They  could  there- 
fore mutually  support  each  other. 

The  great  object,  therefore,  would  be  to  prepare 
measures  for  attacking  him  while  he  was  meditating 
or  endeavouring  to  effect  his  purpose,  nor  could  the 
event  be  doubtful  from  the  numbers,  experieucei  and 
spirit  with  which  we  could  now  act. 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX.  615 

B, 

points  of  appui  to  the  positions  necessary  to  be 
taken,  would  give  it  great  straDgdi ;  and  in  this  situ- 
ation the  enemy  might  be  awaited,  or  fiom  this 
he  may  be  attacked. 
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SuppUmeatary  OhservatUms. 

The  point  of  Blackheath  over  Greenwich  must  be 
considered  as  the  principal  outwork  of  London.  A 
hurgB  intrenchnient  should  encompass  it»  and  it  should 
be  maintained  to  the  last  extremity,  whidi  its  com- 
municatit  ii  with  Deptford  wUl  permit. 

Shooter's  Hill,  Bromley,  Combhurst  before  Croy- 
don, a  detadied  hfll  between  Croydon  and  Streadiam, 
and  Wimbledon  Hill  may  be  considered  as  the  more 
advanced  posts,  and  if,  when  the  necessity  may  seem 
more  apparent,  th^  were  strengthened  with  capacious 
field-works,  they  would  give  great  aid  to  the  opera^ 
tions  of  an  army. 

Batteries  on  the  Isle  of  Dogs  would  effectually 
protect  Greenwich,  Deptford,  and  the  left  of  the 
position.  Mudi  time  must  have  elapsed  before 
an  enemy  could  have  arrived  in  its  front.  The 
powers  of  the  capital  may  have  been  exerted  in 
fortifying  it  to  any  required  extent  The  troops  of 
the  coast,  those  of  the  diffcnnt  districts,  and  those  of 
the  interior  country,  must  have  assembled  round  the 
capital,  amounting  to  any  number  that  might  be 
wished  for,  or  thought  necessary.  These  of  all 
descriptions  would  be  arranged  and  distributed  to 
their  posts — ^whether  firelock  men,  swordmen,  pike- 
men,  <Nr  with  whatever  arms  th^  might  appear,  for 
spirit  and  bravery  will  give  effect  to  every  weapon  in 
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an  attack  of  such  importance.  But  it  would  not  be 
meant  under  any  circumstances  to  confine  our  force 
within  the  circuit  of  this  position.  On  the  contrary, 
whatever  corps  or  army  had  acted  on  our  right,  would 
be  increased  as  much  as  possible.  Its  detachments 
would  extend  to  the  Grays  and  Dartford.  Its 
general  position  would  be  considered  from  Bedcen- 
ham  to  Wickham,  and  along  the  Addington  Hills 
towards  Croydon.  The  advantageous  fall  of  the 
ground,  and  the  large  commons  in  that  ndghhour- 
hood,  of  Bromley,  Hayes,  Addington,  Croydon, 
Mitcham,  as  well  as  the  extensive  and  open  down 
country,  between  Croydon  and  £psom,  so  fiivourable 
for  our  numerous  cavalry,  would  make  it  impossible 
for  an  enemy  to  turn  this  way. 

From  the  south  part  of  Norwood  to  Croydon  is 
about  two  miles.  This  space  offers  an  advantageous 
pontion,  and  has  the  open  down  country  on  its  right 
to  ensure  it  from  being  turned. 

The  destination  of  this  corps  pf  chosen  troops 
would,  therefore,  be  to  extend  on  tiie  enemy's  rear 
and  flank,  and  in  the  nearest  and  most  ath  aiiUigi  ous 
situation,  to  watch  and  circumscribe  his  movements, 
till  the  l&vourable  opportunity  of  a  general  attack 
offered  itself,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  parts  of 
our  great  position. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


518 


AFFBNDIX. 


In  the  foregoing  state  of  things,  every  possible 
advantage  has  been  allowed  to  the  enemy. 

He  has  been  supposed  ianded  without  material 
loss»  provided  with  a  sufficiency  of  horses  for  some 
cavalry,  and  to  transport  ammunition  and  artillery  in 
a  considerable  proportion :  for  seventy  miles  he  has 
advanced  through  a  most  difficult  cuuutryj  forced  the 
passage  of  a  great  river,  kept  up  a  communication 
with  his  point  of  landing,  and  at  last  with  35,000 
men  arrived  near  the  capital,  determined  and  im- 
pelled to  risk  everythiDg  in  a  last  great  effort. 

To  effect  this,  he  must  have  landed  with  30,000 
msa  and  1000  horses ;  by  reinforcements  he  must 
have  increased  them  with  25,000  more  (for  less  than 
20,000  could  not  secure  the  communications  behind 
him) ;  he  must  have  collected  at  least  3000  horses 
in  the  countr}',  a  moderate  number  indeed  for  the 
absolute  necessities  of  such  an  army ;  he  must  have 
been  able  to  subsist  sdely  on  the  country,  which, 
aocordmg  to  our  calculation,  ought  not  to  happen. 
This  he  must  have  done,  besides  incurring  great  risk 
in  crossing  the  sea,  against  opposition  to  his  descent 
and  to  his  progress;  agamst  precautions  taken  to 
remove  beyond  his  reach  everything  whidi  might  be 
useful  to  him  (precautions  above  all  others  most 
important) ;  against  a  force  constantiy  accumulating, 
and  at  all  times  superior  in  cavalry  and  artillery, 
well  supplied  with  everything  from  the  leai,  uiid  only 
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giving  way  at  first  in  order  to  return  and  strike  with 
more  experience  and  vigour. 

This  force,  in  the  last  stage  of  things,  after  pro- 
viding for  probable  distant  defence,  and  without 
calculating  upon  the  numbers  and  assistance  which 
in  that  case  would  issue  fiom  the  capital,  may  he 
rated  at  20,000,  acting  on  the  communications  of 
the  enemy,  and  60,000  more  immediately  in  their 
front,  all  good  and  determined  men,  fighting  for 
everything  they  can  hold  honourable  and  dear,  against 
an  enemy  whose  professed  design  is  rapine,  plunder, 
and  the  ruin  of  their  country. 

But  instead  of  this  shaded  side,  there  is  still  the 
brighter  fflde  of  the  prospect  An  enemy  intending 
his  descent  at  one  advantageous  point,  and  oljligcd  to 
accomplisli  it  at  several  others,  periiaps  distant  and  un- 
connected, may  find  himself  after  having  experienced 
oondderable  loss  at  sea,  and  some  by  land  from  the 
opposition  madt'  to  him,  with  his  vessels  cut  otf  from 
their  return,  and  himself  left  fatigued  and  distressed 
on  such  a  beach  as  Dungeness,  not  without  provisions 
or  artiDery,  but  without  the  means  of  transporting 
them  or  connecting  with  the  rest  of  his  embarka- 
tion, the  roads  surrounding  him  bad  or  broken  up, 
the  passes  to  a  degree  guarded,  and  the  country 
deserted  and  driven,  particulaiiy  the  horses.  The 
greater  his  force  is,  the  greater  his  difficulty  to  move 
forwards,  whether  he  has  to  foUow  a  navigable  river, 
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one  side  only  of  which  he  can  command,  or  to  skirt 
the  coast,  supposing  his  vessels  could  accompany  him. 

But  if  he  has  to  penetrate  by  marches  through  a 
strong  and  defensible  country  (where  he  must  meet 
with  great  opposition),  to  an  object  wbidi  is  very 
distant  indeed,  his  progress  should  he  impraGticable. 
Men  loaded  with  ammunition  and  six  days'  provi- 
sions, and  experiencing  resistance  at  every  step,  must 
fail  on  a  route  that  produces  nothing,  and  must  give 
up  the  project  and  endeavour  to  canton  themselves 
in  some  corner  of  the  province,  and  wait  an  attack, 
or  surrender  on  the  best  capitulation  they  can  procure. 

This  is  at  least  as  probable  a  state  of  the  case  as 
the  other,  and  widi  the  energy  and  spirit  of  an  umted 
people,  may  once  more  be  verified.  For,  though  on 
the  continent  there  have  been  frequent  instances  of 
quick  and  successful  progress  made  by  armies  starting 
from  the  frontier,  with  magazines  and  communica- 
tions behind  them,  and  fully  equipped  with  all  the 
requisites  for  a  fortunate  campaign ;  yet  in  naval  ex-* 
peditions,  owing  to  their  peculiar  difficulties,  a  failure 
has  often  attended  them,  even  when  their  object  was 
a  partial  one,  and  not  &r  from  the  shore  but  when 
their  object  was  the  conquest  of  a  great  country,  they 
have  always  miscarried,  if  the  opinion,  spirit,  and  in- 
dignation of  that  country  were  raised  against  the 
invaders. 
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Ha^dng:  set  forth  the  peculiar  circumstances  at- 
tending the  progress  and  opposition  of  an  enemy 
acting  on  what  is  regarded  as  the  most  advantageous 
line  to  him,  and  the  most  important  to  us,  it  remains 
generally  to  state  the  occurrences  that  may  arise  from 
his  landing  at  other  points  of  the  southern  district, 
and  from  pursuing  the  routes  that  lead  irom  the 
coast  to  the  capital. 

We  have  seen  the  difficulties  and  consequences 
attending  a  descent  on  the  eastern  estremity  of  Ken<^ 
and  that  the  nature  of  the  coast  from  the  Downs  to 
Folkstone  forbids  it  in  that  quarter.  From  Folk- 
stone  to  three  miles  beyond  Hythe,  the  shore  continues 
to  be  defended  hy  batteries ;  but  from  thence  to 
Dungi  ness,  and  round  to  Rye  Harbour,  there  is  an 
extensive  and  accessible  beach  for  twenty  miles,  de- 
fended by  nothing  but  the  batteries  at  Dungeness 
Pointy  dose  to  which  ships  of  any  burdien  can  ap- 
proach, and  wliich  cannot  be  maintained  from  the 
instant  an  enemy  gains  the  shore. 

The  space  of  twenty  miles,  therefore,  which  forms 
the  sea-side  of  Romney  Marsh,  offers  the"  oppor- 
tunity of  descent,  with  the  probability  of  little  oppo- 
sition, from  the  nature  of  the  country  which  it 
encompasses,  and  from  the  distance  at  which  the 
troops  are  unavoidably  placed.  These  circumstances 
also  operate  against  the  enemy,  for,  when  landed, 
they  would  find  the  country  without  wood,  and  afford- 
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ing  no  considerable  cover.  They  could  not  advance 
ia  front  across  the  marshes,  but  would  be  ob%ed 
to  move  to  thdr  left  abng  the  shore  and  slmigle, 
or  by  New  Romney  and  Brookland,  according  to 
which  side  they  landed  on,  to  endeavour  to  gain  Rye, 
where  they  ought  to  be  opposed  on  Flaydon  Heights^ 
at  the  passage  of  the  river  Rother ;  or  they  might 
go  to  their  right  Ijy  New  Romney  and  Dymchurch, 
towards  Hythe.  In.  both  cases,  it  is  impossible  they 
oould  yet  acquire  a  laingle  horse  in  the  country,  and 
roust  depend  on  those  they  brought  with  them,  and 
their  own  exertions,  over  deep  shingle  and  bad  roads 
and  having  at  the  same  time  to  tranqxirt  artilleryt 
ammunitaon,  &c. 

If  the  enemy  turns  towards  Rye,  he  must  from 
thence  proceed  by  the  same  routes  as  if  he  landed  at 
that  place,  and  would  endeavour  to  secure  Rye  Har- 
bour for  his  communication  with  FVance.  If  towards 
Hvthe,  he  would  from  thence  have  the  choice  of  a 
good  road  towards  Ashford,  through  a  strong  country, 
and  about  hatf-way  to  that  town  there  is  a  very 
defensible  position  at  Braeboum  Lees;  but  as  this 
route  presents  no  considerable  object,  it  is  thought 
he  would  rather  aim  at  advancing  from  Hythe  and 
Folkstone  upon  Canterbury,  and  gaining  possessiott 
of  East  Kent 

From  Hythe  there  are  two  passable  country  roads 
that  lead  to  Canterbury  j  the  left  one  is  an  old 
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Roman  road  called  Stone  Street,  the  right  by  Elham 
to  Barham;  both  Grossing  much  wood  and  ravine. 

But  the  principal  and  best  road  is  a  turnpike  one 
through  Folkstone  to  Barham  Downs,  where  it  joins 
the  road  between  Dover  and  Canterbuiy. 

The  day  hULs  oner  Hythe  and  Sandgate,  and  tiie 
steep  of  the  chalk  range  fvom  Folkstone  towards 
Wye  are  defensible,  besides  many  inferior  positions. 
An  enemy  arriving  at  Hythe  ooidd  hardly  be  supposed 
to  fed  bimsdf  in  a  situation  to  attempt  arajnd  march 
upon  Ashford  and  Faversham,  thereby  to  cut  off 
everything  that  was  to  the  eastward  of  that  line,  or 
from  thence  to  move  upon  Maidstone  or  Chatham, 
living  the  force  in  East  Kent  behind  him. 

If  landed  about  Rye,  Hastings  and  Bexhill,  his 
first  object  would  be  to  secure  Rye  Harbour  for  his 
communications,  and  to  intrendi  a  post  on  Fairlight 
Head.  Pla)  don  Height,  and  Battle  are  positions  that 
oppose  his  progress  from  Rye  and  Hastings.  Behind 
the  Bother  is  a  strong  and  defensible  poaUiou  that 
bars  both  roads,  and  Silver  Hill  forms  a  part  of  it. 
At  Seacock's  Heath,  where  the  Rye  and  Battle  roads 
join,  is  a  respectable  and  advantageous  position.  If 
the  enemy  turns  off  here  by  Cranbcook  to  Maidstone, 
besides  the  intermediate  difficulties  of  a  very  woody, 
intricate  country,  he  has  to  arrive  at  the  position  of 
Coxheath  behind  the  Beult  river.    If  he  proceeds 
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along  the  great  route  he  will  be  opposed  behind 
Lamberhurst,  behind  the  Medway  at  Tunbridge, 
on  the  summit  of  the  midland  ridge,  on  the  edge 
of  the  chalk  hills,  and  in  the  positions  from  Farn- 
borough  to  the  capital. 

If  landed  near  Pevensey  and  Eastibourae,  hb  first 
operation  would  probably  be  to  sdze  on  Lewes  and 
on  Newhaven  harbour  as  a  communication,  and  then 
{Hroceed  by  the  easternmost  road  of  Hailsham  and 
Heatiifidd  to  Tunbridge,  or  by  the  road  from  Lewes 
through  Maresfield  and  Cruwborough,  or  by  both. 

If  landed  near  Brighton  and  Shoreham,  he  would 
establisb  his  conimunication  from  Newhaven  and 
Shoreham,  and  advance  by  some  of  the  many  good 
roads  from  which  he  has  to  choose,  as  already  pointed 
out 

If  landed  near  Arundel,  or  between  that  and 

Chichester,  the  river  Arun  would  afford  him  shelter, 
and  he  would  advance  on  the  roads  that  have  been 
mentioned. 

On  all  these  routes  through  the  low  Wealds,  there 

are  many  defensible,  though  not  extensive  positions, 
that  offer  ^emselves,  from  one  distance  to  another, 
depending  on  the  size  of  the  woods,  the  nature  of 
Hie  s63,  and  the  general  state  of  the  cross-roads. 
But  it  is  principally  on  the  ascent  and  summit  of  the 
ranges^  that  advantageous  positions  are  to  be  mainp< 
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tiuned.  Of  all  these,  it  is  on  the  defence  of  the 
various  points  of  the  midland  range  upon  which  our 

great  reliance  is  to  be  placed;  for,  besides  b^ng 
covered  by  the  advanced  positions  of  the  Medway 
and  its  branches,  it  is,  in  general,  in  itself  strong, 
steep,  wooded  and  well-watered,  advantages  which 
are  wanting  to  the  northern  ch^ilk  range,  and 
make  the  deience  of  its  ascent  irom  the  Vale  of 
Westerham,  steep  though  it  is,  veiy  precarious. 
Besides  which,  an  enemy  wishing  to  force  it,  pos- 
sesses another  decisive  advantage,  for,  masters  of  the 
midland  range  and  of  that  valley,  they  would  have  an 
ezodlent  road  along  it  from  Maidstone  to  Dorking, 
which  being  parallel  to  the  chalk  range,  and  at  a 
small  distance  from  its  foot,  they  oonid  quickly  make 
any  movement  they  ptleaae  to  the  right  or  left,  and, 
undiscovered,  determine  their  ibroe  on  any  point  ^tuey 
think  proper.  The  maintenance  of  this  high  ground 
is,  therefore,  not  to  be  much  relied  on,  although  to  be 
attempted. 

The  Medway  is  the  most  capita]  feature  in  the 

defence  of  the  southern  district;  and  is  to  be 
supported  at  all  risks.  Behind  it,  at  Maidstone  and 
Tunbridge,  our  principal  force  must  be  stationed,  and 
from  thence  directed  upon  the  attadced  points. 

From  the  want  of,  or  great  inferiority  in  cavalry, 
the  enemy  must  wish  for,  and  act  with  the  greatest 
advantage  m  an  endosed  country.   This  is  the  case 


526 


AFPENDIX. 


eveiywhere  to  the  eastward  of  the  road  from  £ast- 
Ixmm  to  Timbndge  and  Bromley;  but  to  the 
westward  of  that  road,  an  enemy  must  pass  the  open 
ground  on  the  summit  of  the  clay  range,  and  the 
Downs  between  Guildford  and  Croydon,  situations 
fiiTourable  to  cavaby. 

Nothinn^  could  more  dFectually  disappoint  and 
disconcert  the  project  of  an  invading  army  than  the 
dnTiiig  and  abandonment  of  the  country,  and  the 
total  destruction  of  the  roads  for  twenty  mEes  round 
whatever  jwint  he  might  effect  his  landing  at,  or  at 
least  for  several  miles  on  each  side  of  the  route  he 
must  pursue. 

Could  this  be  aooompiliflhed  as  easOy  as  imagined, 
he  would  find  himself  in  a  desert,  uniible  to  advance, 
or  to  give  the  time  necessary  to  free  himself  from 
the  first  embairassment  thrown,  in  his  way,  and  which 
would  only  be  a  prelude  to  more  oonnderable  opposi- 
tion. 

This  alone  persevered  in,  would  stop  all  progms; 
his  distresses  and  wants  would  increase  in  proportion 

to  his  niuiibers,  and  if  his  communications  were 
interrupted  by  a  superior  naval  force,  he  must  soon 
be  reduced  to  the  greatest  difficulties.  But  as  this 
cannot  be  efieofeed  to  the  utmost  of  our  wishes,  it 
ma}  be  essential  to  point  out  how  far  the  roads  of 
the  country  should  be  destroyed  so  as  to  be  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  enemy,  and  advantageous  to  ourselves. 
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It  is  desirable  to  reduce  the  enemy  to  advance  on 
a  smaU  point  to  preveat  him  from  extending  hia 
flanks,  and  to  throw  as  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of 

his  progress  to  the  front  as  can  be  devised.  But  to 
do  this,  it  is  necessary  to  reserve  access  to  his  flanks, 
to  be  ab]e  to  follow  hb  rear,  and  by  opposing  him  in 
front,  to  have  our  own  rear  open  for  a  speedy 
retreat,  or  for  receiving  supplies  and  reinforce- 
m^ts. 

To  oombine  all  these  circumstances  will  be  a 

Diiiitcr  of  great  difficulty,  and  differences  of  opinion 
will  prevail  as  to  the  mode  of  eflfecting  them. 

It  is  thou^t,  howerer,  that  to  destroy  the  com- 
munications between  the  various  routes  that  lead  to 
the  capital  must  be  to  our  advantage ;  for  it  will  not 
prevent  light  troops  from  harassing  the  flanks  of  an 
memfs  march,  and  it  will  reduce  his  jwogress  to  be 
made  on  one  great  route  (including  such  collateral 
ones,  as  after  much  delay  he  may  be  enabled  to 
open,  and  which,  in  some  parts  of  the  oountiy, 
would  be  attended  with  much  difficulty),  for  if  under 
such  circumstances,  he  pressed  forwards  on  two  great 
routes  that  cannot  communicate  or  support  each  other, 
he  would  give  ns  the  opportunify  of  attacking  him 
with  a  united  force. 

From  the  time  we  take  a  position  in  front  of  the 
enemy,  we  can  only  destroy  direct  roads  in  proportion 
as  we  retire,  but  flank  roads  we  can  break  up,  and 
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hy  that  means  prevent  the  enemy  altering  his  posi^ 
tion  willumt  our  permissioii ;  and  this  is  one  of  the 
great  advantages  which  our  endosed  and  intricate 

country  affords  us. 


From  ilie  instant  an  enemy  has  landed,  we  must 
endeavour  to  determine  his  advance  gd.  such  line  as 
we  deem  most  advantageous  to  oursehres. 

If  he  landed  in  Romney  Marsh,  we  should  make 

such  opposition,  and  so  effectually  destroy  iill  the 
roads  leading  from  Hythe  to  Canterbury  and  Ashford, 
and  from  thence  forward,  that  he  might  be  shut 
out  of  East  Kent,  and  obliged  to  take  the  route  of 
Rye. 

From  Rye  he  should  have  no  option  but  the  road 
to  Tunbridge,  and  should  be  disabled  from  going  to 
the  right  towards  Maidstone;  or  if  it  should  be 
determined  to  bar  up  the  route  by  Lamberhiu^t 
and  Wadhurst  towards  Tunbridge  and  force  him  to 
go  on  to  Maidstone,  he  would  have  the  difficult 
country  of  the  Kentibli  Wealds  to  cross,  the  strong 
post  of  Coxheath  to  master,  and  the  passage  of 
the  Medway  to  make^  where  it  becomes  consider- 
able. 

From  Eastbourne  or  Brighton,  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  confine  him  to  any  one  route,  as  there  are  so 
many  good  and  contiguous  ones»  with  frequent  com- 
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municatioiis;  but  it  should  be  our  olject  to  press 
him  to  the  westward,  as  these  routes,  ia  their  pro- 

gress  to  the  capital,  paisb  uvcr  much  open  aiid  fav  our- 
able ground. 

In  this  manner  may  the  enemy  be  suooessfuUy 
opposed ;  and  if  we  profit  from  the  many  and  sin- 
gular advantages  we  possess,  and  exert  that  spirit 
and  vigour  which  become  a  great  and  a  free  people, 
fighting  for  their  laws,  thdr  existence,  and  everything 
that  is  most  dear  to  them,  against  an  enemy,  envious 
of  their  happiness,  and  bent  on  their  destruction,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  an  honourable  and  ^orious  termi- 
nation of  the  contest 


GENERAL  SKETCHES,  &c. 

General  sketch  of  an  arrangcmeafc  for  driving  back 
and  carrying  off  as  much  as  possible  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  coast  in  the  southern  district  (whidi 
comprises  the  counties  of  Kent,  Sussex,  and  part 
of  Surrey),  towards  the  places  indicated  as  dep6ts 
and  as  advanced  magazines^  in  the  event  of  an 
army  attempting  a  descent  upon  the  coast  of  this 
district ;  together  with  some  geiicnil  ubscr\  ;itii 
on  the  local  advantages  of  the  district,  and  the 
positions  it  affords  for  an  army  empbyed  in  its 
defence. 
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COAST  OF  EAST  KENT. 
AUGUSTINE  LATHE. 

August  20,  1796. 

The  produce  of  this  lathe  should  be  ordered  back 
and  formed  into  a  dep6t  behind  the  river  Medway 
on  Banning^  East  Mailing,  and  other  commons  near 
Maidstone,  or  upon  Coxhcatb,  leaving  at  Harblcdown 
such  a  magazine  only  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  more  immediate  use  of  the  army  in  that 
neighbourhood  (which  magazine  must  be  oocasiona]ly 
supplied  from  the  grand  depot).  The  open  grounds 
beyond  the  Medway  are  not  wdl  supplied  with  water, 
and  the  river  is  brackish  a  considerable  way  up.  On 
tliese  accounts,  this  station  will  probably  not  be 
deemed  well  adapted  for  the  reception  of  large  quan- 
tities of  cattle.  Part  of  them  may  be  carried  further 
back  to  Dartford  and  Bexley  Heaths  to  graze  on  the 
Darent  and  Cray. 

SHEFWAY  LATHB. 

The  produce  of  the  east  division  of  this  lathe 
contained  in  the  six  hundreds  of  Loningborough 
Head,  Stowting,  Street,  and  Bircholt^  should  also 
form  part  of  the  dep6t  near  Maidstone,  a  magazine 
being  left  at  Ashford,  or  rather  at  Kennington  Lees, 
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similar  to  that  recommended  for  Harbledown.  The 
produce  of  the  remaiiider  of  this  lathe  ^uld  like- 
wise be  carried  back  to  the  depot  near  Maidstone, 
together  with  such  part  of  the  produce  of 

SCBAY  LATHE 

as  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  remove ;  magazines 

similar  to  those  recommended  for  Ashford  and 
Harbledown  beiog  tbrmed  at  Cnmbrook  and 
Smardw. 

COAST  OF  SUSSEX. 
HA8TIN0S  AND  PEVEN8BT  lUkPBB. 

The  produce  of  Hastings  and  Fevensey  rapes  to 
be  removed  to  Waterdown  Forest,  or  behind  the 
Medway  near  Tunbridge.  The  latter  is  the 
strongest  position,  on  account  of  the  river  being 
in  its  front ;  but  owing  to  the  country  being  much 
enclosed,  it  is  not  in  other  respects  so  wbU  adapted 
for  the  formation  of  a  considerable  dep6t. 

The  forage  magazine  may,  for  still  greater  security, 
be  formed  on  Ide  Hill,  or  Sevenoaks  Common, 
both  on  the  summit  of  the  interior  range  of  chalk 
hills  -J  a  small  magazine  for  the  more  immediate  use 
of  the  army  being  formed  at  Hm  st  Green,  behind 
the  Rother,  from  the  produce  of  Hastinp  rape,  and 
anoHier  at  Udcfidd,  from  the  produce  of  Pevensey 
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rape^  both  to  be  occasioiially  supplied  from  the  dep6t 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Timfaridge. 

LEWES  AMD  BBAMBER  RAPES. 

The  prodnce  of  Lewes       may  be  ordered  bade 

by  the  way  of  Reigate  to  Box  Hill,  and  Headley 
Common,  east  of  the  Mole,  and  the  produce  of 
Bramber  rape,  by  the  way  of  Dorking  to  Ranmer 
Common  west  of  that  river,  both  on  the  summit  of 
the  north  range  of  the  chalk  hills.  The  necessary 
magazines  for  the  immediate  supply  of  the  army 
being  formed  from  the  former  at  Cuckfidd,  and  from 
the  latter  at  East  Grinstead,  which  may  be  occasionally 
replenished  from  their  respective  grand  depots  at 
Box  Hin  and  Ranmer  Conmion. 

ARUNDEL  RAPE. 

The  produce  of  Arundel  rape  may  be  sent  back  to 
Netley  Heath,  Clandon,  and  Merrow  Downs  on  the 

summit  of  the  north  range  between  Guildford  and 
Dorking,  leaving  on  the  heights  above  Fetworth  the 
necessaiy  magazine  frir  immediate  supply. 

CHICHB8TER  RAPE. 

The  produce  of  this  rape  may  be  directed  by  way 
of  Haslemere,  and  Liphook  to  Romping  Downs, 
beyond  that  part  of  the  north  range  called  the  Sow's 
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Back  situated  between  Guildford  and  Farnham, 
leaving  an  advanced  magazine  for  immediate  use  at 

Eiistbouruc,  behind  the  Aiim-  near  Midkurst. 


General  sketch  of  an  arrangement  for  driving  back 
and  carrying  off  as  much  as  possible  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  south-west  district  (which  comprises 
the  counties  of  Hants  and  Dorset,  and  part  of 
Wilts),  towards  the  places  indicated  as  dep6ts  and 
advanced  magazines,  in  the  ev«nt  of  an  enemy 
attempting  a  descent  on  the  coast  of  this  district ; 
with  some  observations  on  the  local  advantages  of 
the  district^  and  the  fevourable  positions  it  affords 
to  an  army  employed  in  its  defence. 

HAMPSHIRE. 

August,  1796. 

Such  part  of  the  produce  of  the  hundreds  of 
Bosmore,  Portsdown,  and  Titchfield  as  is  deemed 

uticcssarv  fur  the  maintenance  of  Portsmouth,  should 
be  sent  into  the  Isle  of  Fortse^i ;  what  is  requisite 
should  be  carried  into  the  Lines  of  Gosport,  and  the 
remainder,  together  with  the  produce  of  the  hundreds 
of  Selbome,  ,  Alton,  Mansbridge,  Mains- 

borough,  Bishop's  Waltham,  Micheldever,  Meonstoke^ 
Bermondspit,  Fawley,  ,  Odifaam,  and  Bishop's 
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Sutton,  Basingstoke,  to  fall  back  by  the  several  routes 
of  Winchester,  Alresford,  Alton,  Basingstoke,  and 
Odiham  to  EversLey  Oommon,  beyond  Hartford 
Bridge,  the  necessary  magazines  for  the  immediate 
use  of  the  army  being  formed  on  the  heights  near 
East  Tistead  on  Prior's  Down  Conmion,  between 
Alton  and  Peterhead,  and  on  Magdelen  EGll,  near 
Winchester. 

The  produce  of  the  more  western  hundreds  of 
Redbridge,  Barton,  Stacey,  Thomgate,  WherweU, 
Kingsombom,  E\nn^ar,  Baddlesgate,  Overton  to  fiill 
back  oQ  the  several  routes  of  Stockbridge,  Andover, 
Whitchurch,  Kingsdere,  &c.,  to  Greenham  and 
Crookham  Heaths,  between  the  Kennet  and  Enboume 
rivers  near  Newbury,  leaving  on  Dunwood  Hill,  near 
Romsey,  the  necessary  magazine  for  immediate  use. 

The  produce  of  the  four  south-west  hundreds  of 
New  Forest,  Christchurch,  Ringwood,  and  Fording- 
bridge  to  be  moved  back  by  way  of  Salisbury  to  the 
heights  above  Uphaven  on  the  east  and  west  banks 
of  the  Avon ;  the  advanced  magazine  for  immediate 
use  being  formed  on  Breamore  Down,  behind  Ford- 
ingbridge.  In  this  removal,  might  be  included  such 
part  of  the  produce  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  as  may  not 
be  judged  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  island, 
which,  with  the  exception  of  the  cattle,  would  be 
most  expeditiously  removed  in  vessels  up  the  South- 
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amptoQ  Water  to  disembark  at  Southampton,  or  the 
most  coDvenient  port  above  that  town.  The  cattle 
to.  be  paased  over  at  Lymington,  and  the  remainder 

of  the  produce  to  be  collected  in  tiic  centre  of  the 
iaJand  between  Carisbrook  and  Newport 

D0R8BTSHIBB. 

The  produce  of  Dorsetshire  may  be  directed  to 
iaU  back  by  the  several  routes  of  Shaftesbury,  Stal- 

bridge,  Sherborne,  YeoMi,  and  Crewkerne,  upon 
that  part  of  the  Mendip  Hills  above  Wells  and 
Shepton  Mallet;  the  advance  magazines  for  the  im- 
mediate supply  of  the  army  being  formed  on 
Pimpern's  Down,  above  Biandford. 


General  sketch  of  an  arrangement  for  driving  back 
and  carrying  off  as  much  as  possible  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  western  district  (which  comprises  the 
counties  of  Devon  and  Cornwall  and  part  of 
Somerset),  towards  the  places  indicated  as  depots 
and  advanced  magazines,  in  the  event  of  an  enemy 
attempting  a  descent  on  the  coast  of  tiiis  district; 
with  some  observations  on  the  local  advantages  of 
the  district,  and  the  favourable  positions  it  affords 
to  an  army  employed  in  its  defence. 
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DBVONSHIRB. 

August/ 179G. 

That  part  of  the  county  of  Devon,  east  of  the 
Exe,  and  the  hundreds  of  Somerset,  south  of  the 
Thone  and  Yeo  Rivers,  should  have  its  produce 
removed  to  Poulet  Hill,  beyond  the  PLLiTLt,  lea\ing 
an  advanced  magazine  behind  Chard,  and  another  at 
CoHumpton,  with  an  intermediate  one  at  Hembuiy 
Fort,  beyond  Honiton. 

It  may  probably  be  more  convenient  to  have 
Exeter  supplied  with  the  produce  of  some  part  of 
the  county  of  Devon,  not  so  easily  to  be  carried  back 
as  that  part  of  the  hundreds  east  of  the  Exe. 

The  produce,  therefore,  of  Exminster,  High  Tor, 
Teignbridge^  and  east  part  of  Wonford  hundreds, 
may  be  appropriated  to  this  purpose;  that  of  the 
hundreds  of  the  more  southern  part  of  the  coast 
— ^namely,  of  Coleridge,  Stanboroiigh,  Ermington, 
Flympton,  and  Roborough,  should  be  thrown  into 
Plymouth  for  the  supply  of  that  important  garrison ; 
and  the  produce  of  Tavistock,  Lyfton,  West  Bur- 
leigh, Crediton,  and  west  part  of  Wonford  hundreds, 
to  be  conducted  into  Ihe  strong  posts  on  the  most 
northerly  part  of  Dartmoor  ;  leaving  advanced 
magazines  at  Bovey  Traccy,  Holme  near  Ashburton, 
and  at  Meavy  on  the  Bym. 
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COBNWALL. 

The  produce  of  the  hundred  of  the  southeramost 
part  of  the  Hundred  East  should  be  deposited  on  Mount 
Edgecumbe  as  a  supply  for  that  place,  whose  heights 
must  he  defended  to  the  last  extremity,  as  on  the 
defence  of  them  the  security  of  Plymouth  Dock 
depends.  The  remaining  produce  of  this  hundred 
might  be  moved  back  behind  Newport  and  Jiaunces- 
toD,  leaving  an  advanced  magazine  at  Callington. 
The  produce  of  the  hundred  of  West,  and  Trigg, 
south  of  the  Camel,  should  fall  back  upon  the 
northernmost  part  of  Temple  Moors^  from  whence,  in 
case  of  necessity,  the  retreat  maybe  oonlanued  by 
way  of  Launceston  into  the  northern  parts  of  Devon- 
shire, as  advanced  magazines  should  be  formed  from 
this  removal  at,  or  near,  St  Neots,  between  the 
rivers  Fowey  and  Neots. 

The  produce  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Falmouth 
and  Peniyn,  should  be  thrown  into,  or  under  the 
cover  of  Pendennb  Castle,  a  strong  post  to  be 
defended  as  long  as  possible,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  produce  of  the  hundreds  of  Powder,  Pyder, 
Penryn^  and  Pennith,  might  fall  back  behind  the 
Camel,  near  Wade  Bridge,  and  from  thence,  if 
necessary,  by  the  several  routes  of  Camelford,  and 
Stratton,  or  Temple  Moors,  and  Launceston,  into  the 
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northern  parts  of  Devonshire,  leaving  on  the  heights 
near  Bodmin,  St  Michael,  and  Redruth,  advanced 

magazines  to  be  occasionaDy  supplied  from  the  grand 
dep6ts  behind  the  Camel  or  Temple  Moors. 


General  sketch  of  an  anrangem^t  for  driving  back 
and  carrying  off  as  much  as  posnble  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  eastern  district  (which  comprises  the 
counties  of  £ssex,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  and  Lincoln, 
Cambridge,  Hertford,  and  Huntingdon),  towards 
places  indicated  as  depots  and  advanced  magazines, 
in  the  event  of  an  enemy  attempting  a  descent  on 
the  coast  of  this  district;  with  some  observations 
on  the  local  advantages  of  the  dbtrict,  and  the 
favourable  positions  it  aifords  to  an  army  employed 
in  its  defence. 

ESSEX. 

Angiut,  1796. 

The  produce  of  the  southern  hundreds — namely, 
fiecontree,  Dengie,  Havering,  Harlow,  Chatibrd, 
Dunmow,  Rochfbrd,  Witham,  Waltham,  Thurstable^ 
Ongar,  Winstree,  Chelmsford,  Tendring — to  be 
moved  back  to  the  west  bank  of  the  River  Lea ;  the 
catde  and  horses  occupying  the  extent  of  meadows 
from  Enfield  Wash  to  Hertford.   The  forage  maga- 
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zine  to  be  placed  on  Cole  Green,  near  the  latter,  in 
the  forks  of  the  Biver  Lea  and  Maran.  The  ad- 
vanced magazine  to  be  formed  from  the  produce  of 
those  hundreds  for  the  more  immediate  supply  of  the 
army,  would  appear  most  advantageously  posted  as 
fc^ows:  One  on  Lexden  Heath,  near  Colchester,  one 
on  the  heights  above  Kelvedon,  one  on  Danbury 
Hill,  behind  the  Biackwater,  and  one  on  Langdou  Hill. 

The  produce  of  the  noctfaem  hvmdreds — namely, 
Clairering,  Freshwell,  Hendford,  Dunmow  north  of 
the  Braintree  Road,  Lexden — to  fall  back  upon 
Haverhill  and  Chesterford.  The  cattle  from  thenoe 
to  follow  the  course  of  the  Cam  and  Bourn  as  far 
as  may  be  necessary  for  pasturage,  and  the  forage 
magazine  to  be  formed  on  Gog-Magog  Hills,  leaving 
on  the  heights  near  Castle  Hedingham,  hehind  the 
Coin,  an  intermediate  dep6t,  for  the  occasional  sup- 
ply of  the  advanced  magazine  at  Lexden  and  Kelve- 
don,  in  case  the  grand  depots  near  Hertford  and  on 
Newmarket  Heath  should  be  at  too  great  a  distance 
for  that  purpose. 

SUf  FOLK  AMD  NORFOLK. 

After  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Norwich,  Lynn  Regis, 
and  such  other  places  on  the  coast  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  be  defended,  are  sufficiently  stocked 
from  the  supplies  of  the  most  contiguous  hundreds. 
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the  remainder  of  the  produce  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk 
may  be  driven  hack,  the  former  into  the  Isle  of  £)iy, 
behind  the  Great  Ouse  I^yer,  and  the  latter  into  that 
part  of  Wisbeach  hundred,  situated  between  the 
Wakiersea  River  and  Shri  Drain. 

Yarmouth,  Norwich,  and  Lynn  will  serve  as  three 
advanced  magazines  for  the  army  on  the  coast  of 
Norfolk,  but  two  more  may  perhaps  be  judged  neces- 
sary  between  Norwich  and  Lynn,  one  of  which  may 
be  on  the  heights  south  of  East  Reedham,  the  other 
on  Lyng  or  Elsing  Comaion,  behind  the  Wensum  ; 
and  as  the  grand  depdt  near  Wisbeach  is  at  too 
great  a  distance  to  supply  with  convenience  the 
advanced  magazines  for  the  eastern  part  of  the 
country,  an  intermediate  depot  may  be  formed  from 
the  {Hoduce  of  the  most  eastern  hundreds  for  the 
l^hts  between  Swaffham  and  Castle  Acre  behind 
the  river  Lynn. 

Ipswich,  akeady  indicated  as  a  post  to  be  main- 
tained, will  serve  as  one  of  the  advanced  magazines 
for  the  coast  of  Suflblk;  two  more  (if  not  three) 
may  be  necessary  between  that  town  and  Yarmoutli — 
namely,  one  at  Saxtead  Green,  on  the  heights  above 
Framlingham,  one  on  Ditchingham  Green,  near  Bun- 
gay, beyond  the  Waveney,  and  an  intermediate  one, 
if  necessary,  at  Linstead  Green,  on  the  heights  above 
Halesworth. 
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The  distance  of  the  grand  dep6t  in  the  Isle  of  Ely 
from  the  coast  of  Suffolk  may  reod&t  it  also  eat- 
pedient  to  have  an  intermediate  one,  for  the  supply 
of  the  advanced  magazines  of  this  county,  formed  at 
or  near  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  or  on  Izworth  Heath. 


General  sketch  of  an  arrangement  for  driving  back 
and  carrying  off  as  much  as  possible  of  the  produce 
of  Yorkshire,  Durham,  and  Northumberland, 
whenever  the  enemy  may  attempt  a  descent  on  the 
coast  of  the  north-east  district 

YORKSHIRE,  £AST  RIDING. 

AngoBt  20, 1796 
After  Hull  has  been  suffidently  stocked  from  the 

produce  of  Holderness,  the  cattle  of  Wapentake  and 
of  Harthill,  east  of  York  Wolds,  may  be  driven  back 
to  Wdghton,  Holme  Common,  and  Spalding  Moor, 
behind  the  Wolds,  and  the  supplies  of  forage  formed 
into  a  depot  near  Sandholme,  or  Gilberdike,  behind 
the  Walling  F^ui,  leaving  an  advanced  magazine  on 
the  heights  above  Beverley,  with  die  HuB  river  in 
front,  aud  another  near  Driffield,  in  tlie  skirts  of  the 
Wold. 

The  forage  supplies  of  Dickering  and  Buekrose 
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Wapentakes  may  be  conveyed  by  Malton,  Kirkham, 
and  Hovsham  Brtd^  across  the  Dement  to  the 
heights  near  Castle  Howard,  and  the  cattle  to  occupy 
the  right  bank  of  the  same  river  from  the  iniiux  of 
the  Rye  to  Huttoo,  or  as  much  there  as  may  he  ne- 
oesflary  for  pasturage,  leaving  an  advanced  magazbe 
on  the  heights  above  Weaverthorpe. 

YORKSHIRE,  NORTH  RIDING. 

The  cattle  of  Ryedall  and  Pickering  Wapentakes, 
with  Whitby  Strand,  may  M  back  by  way  of 
Helmsley,  Bladcmore,  to  the  heights  on  the  right 
of  the  Rye  River,  with  the  forage  magazine,  if  judged 
necessary,  thrown  still  farther  hack  behind  tiie  Cod- 
beck  River,  near  Thirsk,  leaving  an  advanced  maga- 
zine on  the  hdghts  above  Pickering  behind  the 
Costa. 

The  cattle  of  Langbaurgh  Wapentake  to  fall  back 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Wisk,  behind  NorthaUei^ 
ton,  with  the  forage  magazine  on  Yafforth  Moor ;  or 
the  whole  still  farther  back  behind  the  Swale  with 
the  forage  magazbe  on  Morton  Flat,  upon  the  road 
to  Bedale,  having  left  an  advanced  magazme  on  die 
iiuightij  nciu*  Middleton,  on  the  left  of  the  Leavan. 

DUBHAM. 

Hie  cattle  of  Stockton  Ward,  and  audi  part  of 
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Darlington  as  may  be  necessary  to  move,  may  be 
driven  back  by  the  rcmte  of  Bishop's  Auckland  upon 
Thomby  Common  behind  the  Wear  near  Walsing- 

ham ;  and  their  supplies  of  forage  deposited  on  Dodd 
Hill,  or  behind  the  Wescrow  River,  at  or  near  the 
same  town,  leaving  one  advanced  magazme  at  Stockton 
and  another  at  Hardwick  Park  behind  Sedgefidd. 

The  supplies  of  Easington  Ward,  and  the  eastern 
parts  of  Chester,  to  &11  back  upon  Mugglesmck 
Common,  afler  leaving  at  Durham  and  Gateshead, 
a  sufficient  stock  for  their  maintenance,  wliich  may 
at  the  same  time  serve  as  advanced  magazines  for 
the  army. 

NORTHUMBBRLAMD. 

After  Newcastle  has  received  the  supplies  ne- 
cessary  for  its  mamtenance,  the  remainder  of  the 
produce  of  Castle  Ward,  and  Bedlington-shire,  might 
be  ordered  by  way  of  Chollerton  Bridge  behind  the 
north  Tyne^  and  the  forage  dep6t  formed  on  the 
heights  above  Warden,  in  the  forks  of  the  north  and 
south  Tyne,  leaving  an  advanced  magaziue  at  Punte- 
land,  behind  the  Blythe  River. 

The  produce  of  Morpeth  Ward,  and  eastern  parts 
of  Coquet  Dale  Ward,  to  be  directed  back  by  way 
of  Elsdon,  behind  the  Reed  River,  leaving  one  ad- 
vanced magazme  at  Hartbum,  behind  the  Hart  above 
Morpeth,  and  ano(^er  at  Rolhbuty. 
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The  cattle  of  Bamburgh  Ward,  and  that  part  of 
Glendale  Ward»  east  of  the  Till»  to  be  driven  by  the 
several  bridges  across  that  river  to  the  left  bank 
thereof,  and  the  supplies  of  forage  conveyed  to 
Yetholm,  and  formed  into  a  depot  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Beaumont  River,  leaving  advanoed  magazines 
at  Brandon  Waller  and  TUmoulli,  aD  behind  the 
river  Till 


TH£  END. 
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13i  GREAT  MARLBOBOUOH  BTRBET. 

Messrs.  hurst  and  blackett, 

SUCCESSORS  TO  MU,  COLBUM/ 

HAVE  LATELY  PUBLISHED 


MBM0IB8  OF  THE 

COURT   AND  CABINETS 

0?  GEORGE  THE  THIRD, 

PROM  ORIGINAL  FAMILY  DOCUMENTS. 
BY  THE  DUKE  OF  BUCKINGHAM  A_ND  CHANDOS,  K.a.,  &o. 
8aooK]>  Editiom,  Bsvissd.  2  roll.  SvOt  with  Porlndta.  30s. 


OPINIONS   OF  THE  PRESS. 

"  These  volumea  contain  much  valuable  matter.  The  letters  which  George^ 
first  Marquis  of  Buekingham,  laid  by  as  worthy  of  preserratton,  have  some  claim 

to  see  the  light,  for  he  held  more  than  one  office  in  the  State,  and  consequently 
kept  up  a  commuaication  with  a  great  number  of  historical  personages.  He 
himself  was  twice  Lord-Lientenant  <rf  Ireland;  first,  under  Lord  Rockingham,  and 
secondly,  under  Pitt;  his  most  constant  correspondents  were  his  two  brothers, 
WilUam  and  Thomas  Greoville,  both  of  whom  spent  tlic  chief  part  of  their  lives 
in  official  employmenta,  and  of  whom  the  former  is  sufficiently  known  to  fame 
as  Lord  Grenville.  The  staple  of  flu  !  ■  ok  is  made  up  of  these  family  documents, 
but  there  are  also  to  be  found  interspersed  with  the  Grenville  narrative,  letters 
from  every  man  of  note,  dating  from  the  death  of  the  efder  Pitt  to  the  end  of 
the  century.  There  are  three  periods  upon  which  they  shed  a  good  deal  of  light. 
The  formation  of  the  Coalition  Ministry  in  17B3,  the  illness  of  the  King  in  1788, 
and  the  first  war  with  Republican  France.  Lord  Grenville's  letters  to  his  brather 
afford  a  good  (!<  il  <  f  iutormation  on  the  machinations  of  the  Prince's  party,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  Prince  and  the  Duke  of  York  daring  the  King's  illness." — TAe 
Tlmei. 

"  A  very  remaricable  and  valuable  publication.  The  Duke  of  Buckingham  has 

himself  undertaken  the  task  of  forming  a  history  from  the  papers  of  his  grand- 
father and  great-uncle,  the  Earl  Temple  (first  Marquis  of  Buckingham),  and  Lord 
Grenville,  of  the  days  of  tlin  second  Wm.  Pitt.  The  letters  wmcfa  are  given  to 
the  public  in  these  volumes,  extend  over  nn  ir^terval  commencing  with  1782,  and 
ending  with  1800.  In  that  interval  events  occurred  which  can  never  lose  their 
interest  as  incidents  in  the  histoiy  of  England.  The  Coalition  Ministry  and  its 
dismissal  by  the  King — the  resistance  of  the  Sovereign  and  Pitt  to  the  efforts  of 
the  discarded  ministers  to  force  themselves  again  into  office — the  great  con- 
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THE  COURT  AND  CABINETS  OF  GEORGE  III. 

OPINIONS  or  THR  PRKS3 — CONTINirED. 

stitutional  question  of  the  Regency  which  arose  upon  the  King's  disastrous  maiady 
— the  contest  upon  that  question  between  the  heir  apparent  and  the  ndniBters 
of  the  Crown — the  breaking  out  of  the  French  Revolution,  and  the  coir^efjiient 
entrance  of  England  upon  the  great  European  war, — ^thetie,  with  the  uuioa 
with  Ireland,  are  political  movements  every  detail  of  which  posuncs  the  deepest 
interest.  In  these  volumes,  detail^,  then  guarded  with  the  most  anxious  care 
from  all  eyes  but  those  of  the  privileged  few,  are  now  for  the  first  time  given  to 
t)ie  publie.  The  most  secret  history  of  many  ^  the  transactions  ia  laid  bare. 
It  is  not  possible  to  conceive  contemporary  history  more  completely  exemplified. 
From  such  materials  it  was  not  possible  to  form  a  work  that  would  not  possess 
tiie  very  highest  interest.  The  Duke  of  Buckingham  has,  however,  moulded  his 
materials  with  no  ordinary  ahility  and  skill.  The  connecting  narrative  is  written 
both  with  judgment  and  vigour — not  unfrequently  in  a  style  that  comes  up  to 
the  highest  mrder  of  histortoil  oomposition — especially  in  some  of  the  sketches  of 
persona!  character.  There  is  scarcely  a  single  individual  of  celebrity  fhroucrhout 
the  period  from  1782  to  1800  who  is  not  introduced  into  these  pages  ;  amongst 
others,  besides  the  King  and  the  various  members  of  the  royal  fiunily,  are  Rock- 
ingham,  Shelhume,  North,  Thurlow,  Loughborough,  Fox,  Pitt,  Sheridan,  Burke, 
Portland,  Sydney,  Fitzwiiliaro,  Tierney,  BuckiDgham,  Grenville,  Grey,  Malmes- 
bnry,1VUherforce,Burdett,  Fitz^bbon,  Grattan,  Flood,  GoniwalUSftheBeresfordB, 
the  Ponsonbys,  the  Wellesleys,  &c." — Morning  Heraid. 

**  These  memoirs  are  among  the  most  valuable  materials  for  history  that  have 
recently  been  brought  to  light  out  of  the  archives  of  any  of  our  great  families. 
The  period  embraced  by  the  letters  is  from  the  beginning  of  1782  to  the  close 
of  1 799,  comprising  the  last  days  of  the  North  Administration,  the  bnei  life  of 
the  Rockingham,  and  the  troubled  fife  of  the  Shdburae  Ministry,  the  stormy 
career  of  the  Coalition  of  '83,  the  not  less  stormy  debates  and  intrigues  which 
broke  out  on  the  first  insanity  of  the  King,  the  gradual  modificati<ms  of  Pitt's  first 
Ministry,  and  the  opening  days  of  the  struggle  with  Franoe  after  her  first  great 
revolution.  Of  these  the  roost  valuable  illustrations  concera  the  motives  of  Fox 
in  withdrawing  from  Shelburne  and  joining  with  North  ag^nst  him,  the  desperate 
intriguing  and  deliberate  bad  faith  of  the  King  exerted  against  the  Coalition,  and 
the  profligacy  and  heartlessness  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  bis  brother  all  through 
the  Regency  debates.  On  some  incidental  subjects,  also,  as  the  afTatrs  of  Ireland, 
the  Warren  Hastings  trial,  the  Fitzgerald  outbreak,  the  Union,  tlte  sad  vicissitudes 
and  miseries  of  the  laat  days  of  the  old  French  monarchy,  &c.,  thttvolnnea  fnpply 
illostrative  facts  and  comments  of  much  \nterp9f."—Fjcaminer. 

**  This  valuable  contribution  to  the  treasures  of  historic  lore,  now  for  the 
first  time  prodooed  from  the  archives  of  the  Bveldogham  Hunily  displays  the 
action  of  the  dlffi  rpnt  parties  in  the  Stitr,  throws  great  light  on  the  personal 
character  of  the  King,  as  well  as  on  the  bhare  whioh  he  took  in  the  direction  of 
jmblie  afflrfrs,  and  incidentally  reveals  many  facts  Mtherto  hot  imperfeetly  known 
or  altogether  urkuown.  In  order  to  renh  r  xho.  i  ontrnts  of  the  letters  more 
iotellii^ble,  the  noble  Editor  hu,  with  great  tact  and  judgment,  set  them  out  in 
a  Idnd  of  historical  frameworic,  in  wfaieh  the  leaffinf  eirenmstanoes  under  whieh 
they  vrri-p  vrrittt  n  are  briefly  indicated — the  result  being  a  happy  combination  of 
the  completeueas  of  historioal  narrative  with  the  freshness  of  <»igiaal  thought 
and  of  ooBtemporanooits  feoord/'— /eA»  BM 

**  These  volumes  are  a  tnanMlnr  the  ptttttidtn^  aad  a  nlM  of  wealth  Ihr  tiw 
hbtorian."— jBH/MMi0. 
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LOED  GEOKGB  BENTIMCE:: 

A  POLITICAL  BIOGRAPHY. 
BT  THB  BIGHT  HOIT.  B.  DIfmATBTiT,  M^. 

FiFTB  AND  CHBAfER  EoiTION,  RkVISKO*     Post  8vO.  lOS.  6d. 


From  Blackwood's  Maoasine. — "  This  biography  cannot  fail  to  attract  the 
deep  attention  of  the  pabHc  We  are  botind  to  sav,  that  as  a  political  biography 
we  have  rarely,  if  ever,  met  with  a  book  more  dexterously  handled,  or  more 
replete  with  interest.  The  history  of  the  famous  session  <rf  1846,  as  written  by 
Disraeli  in  that  brilliant  and  pointed  style  of  which  he  is  so  consummate  a  master, 
is  deeply  interesting.  He  ha^  traced  this  memorable  struggle  with  a  vivacity  and 
fMNMr  uw^iallcd  at  yet  in  waj  aantivt  of  Ptflitineiituj  pfoeeediiip.'* 

From  Tna  Dublin  I'n iv icrsity  Magazine. — "A  political  biography  of 
Lord  Georg*  Bentiiidc  Mr.  Disraeli  must  needs  be  a  work  of  interest  and 
importance.  Bitlier  the  subject  or  tiie  writer  woold  be  laffldkmt  to  invest  it 
with  both — the  combination  surrounds  it  with  peculiar  attractions.  In  this 
most  interesting  volume  Mr.  Disraeli  has  produced  a  memoir  of  hia  friend  in 
which  be  has  oombined  the  wannest  enthusiasm  of  affBcttoiiate  attachment  with 
-tlie  i?tlfiMW^  of  tiie  eritic>" 

From  Thk  'MoRKrvG  Herat  ■ — "  Mr.  Dlsrarli's  trihutf!  to  the  raemory  of 
bis  departed  friend  is  aa  graceful  and  aa  touching  a^  it  is  accurate  and  impartial. 
No  one  of  Lord  George  Bentinck's  colleagues  eoold  bave  been  selected,  who, 
from  his  high  literary  attainmenta,  his  personal  intimacy,  and  party  associations, 
would  have  done  such  complete  justice  to  the  memory  of  a  friend  and  Parlia- 
mentary  aasodate.  Mr.  DinaeH  has  bere  pnlalniled  na  witb  tbe  very  type  and 
embodiment  of  what  history  should  be.  His  stetcb  of  tbe  condition  nf  parfirs 
is  seasoned  with  some  of  those  piquant  personal  episodes  of  party  manceuvres 
and  private  intrigues,  in  Iba  anwor'a  luqnpieit  aad  WMt  eiptiming  tda,  whleh 
convert  th«  dry  detailt  «f  politlcilatoaapariilidgaB^lgraeiilitoiuumAi^ 


LORD  PALMERSTON'S  OPINIONS 

AUD  POLICY; 

AS  MINISTER.  DIPLOMATIflT,  AND  STATESMAN, 

BVaiNO  MOBS  THAN  WfXMTt  TEAMM  OV  PUB&TG  UVS. 

1  T.  8vo.,  witb  FMlraH(  IStf 

"  Tins  work  ought  to  have  a  place  in  every  political  library.  It  gives  a  com- 
|iete  view  of  the  sentiments  and  opinions  by  which  the  policy  of  Loud 
Pahnerston  has  he*n  dictated  as  fi  diplomatist  and  statesman."— C^r^ywtV/^. 

**  This  ia  a  remarkable  and  seasonable  publication ;  but  it  ia  something  more — 
it  is  a  valnable  addition  to  tbe  biatorieel  tnaaarea  of  oar  eMintiy  dnritig  aoore 
than  forty  of  the  mo^t  memorable  years  of  ofMT  aniMlll  Wo  aanMitly  teOWMWItd 
the  volume  to  genend  perosah" — Sttmdard, 
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THE  LIFE  OF  MARIE  DE  MEDICIS, 

QUEEN  OF  F&ANCE, 
CONSOET  OF  HBNET  IV.,  AND  REGENT  UNDEE  LOUIS  Xin. 

BY  MISS  PABDOB, 
AiUhor  of  "Louis  XIV.  and  the  Court  of  France,  in  the  17Ui^CentiU7,"  &c. 
81COHS  SniTioir.  3  large  toIb.  8m,  irith  line  Portndits,  42s. 


"  A  fascinating. book*  Tbo  histoiy  of  soch  a  woman  as  the  beautiful,  impulsive, 
earnest,  and  alnetionate  Marie  de  MeiKds  eonld  only  be  done  joatlee  to  by  a 

female  pen,  impelled  by  all  the  sympathies  of  womanhood,  but  strengthened  hy 
an  erudition  by  which  it  is  not  in  every  case  accompanied.  In  Miss  Pardoe  the 
unfortunate  Qneen  has  fiirand  both  these  reqirisites,  and  the  result  has  been  a 
biography  combining  the  attractiveness  of  romance  with  the  reliableness  of  his- 
tory, and  which,  taking  a  place  midway  between  the  'frescoed  galleries'  of 
Thierry,  and  the  'philosophicmtdiotowerof  Onizot/  has  a]l  the  pictoiial  brilliancy 
of  the  one,  with  much  of  the  reflective  speculation  of  the  other." — DaifyJftm, 

"  A  valuable,  welUwritten,  and  elaborate  biography,  displaying  an  unusual 

amount  of  industry  and  research." — Morning  CkronMe. 

"A  careful  and  elaborate  historical  composition,  rich  in  personal  anecdote. 
Nowhere  can  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  be  obtained  with  the  principal  events 
and  leading  personages  nf  fhe  first  half  of  the  17th  century." — Morning  Post. 

"A  work  of  high  literary  and  historical  merit;.  Rarely  have  the  strange 
^ddssitndes  of  romance  been  more  intimately  blended  with  the  facts  of  real 
history  thrm  in  the  life  of  Marie  de  Medicis  ;  nor  has  the  difficult  problem  of 
combiniQg  with  the  fidelity  of  biography  the  graphic  power  of  dramatic  delineation 
been  often  more  anecessfnlly  solved  than  by  the  talented  anthor  of  the  votomes 
b^ore  us.  As  a  personal  narrative,  ^fis^  I'nr(1oe's  admirable  biography  possesses 
the  most  absorbing  and  constantly  sustained  iater^t ;  as  a  historical  record  of  the 
eTenta  of  vMcli  it  treats,  its  merit  is  of  no  ordinary  description."'^«A»  Attt 

"  A  Ufo  more  dramatic  than  that  of  Marie  de  Medicis  has  seldom  been  written ; 
one  more  imperially  tragic,  never.  The  period  of  French  history  chosen  by  Miss 
Pardoe  is  rich  in  all  manner  of  associations,  and  brings  together  the  loftiest 
names  and  most  interesting  events  of  a  stirring  and  dazzling  epoch.  She  has 
been,  moreover,  exceedingly  fortunate  in  her  materials.  A  manuscript  of  the  Com- 
luandeur  de  Kambure,  Gentleman  of  the  Bedchamber  under  the  King$  Henry  IV., 
Louis  XIII.,  and  Louis  XIV.,  consisting  of  the  memoirs  of  the  writer,  with  aH 
the  most  memorable  e%'ents  which  took  place  during  the  reigns  of  those  three 
Majesties,  from  the  year  1594  to  that  of  1B60,  was  placed  at  her  disposal  by 
M.  de  la  Plane,  HemlMr  of  the  Instilot  Royal  de  la  Franea.  This  valuable 
record  is  very  voluminous,  and  throws  a  flood  of  light  on  every  transaction.  Of 
this  important  document  ample  use  has  been  judiciously  made  by  Miss  Pardoe; 
and  her  narrative,  accordingly,  has  a  fulness  and  particularity  possessed  by  none 
other,  and  which  adds  to  the  dramatic  interest  of  th<;  snbjfct.  The  work  is  very 
elegantly  written,  and  will  be  read  with  delight,  it  forms  another  monument  to 
the  sronfainesi  of  tenale  intellect  in  the  age  we  live  in."-*-/MfYi/etf  JKm. 
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MBM0IK8  or  THE 

BAE0NE8S  D'OBERKIRCH, 

ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  SECRET  HISTORY  OF 

THE  COURTS  OS  f  BANCJE;  RUSSIA,  AND  GEBMANI. 
"WBITTBN  BY  HSBBXIiF, 
And  BdHcd  hf  Her  Qmidiciii,  the  Codmt  db  Moirrnasov* 
3  TOlt.  Foit  8?<».  311.  6d. 


The  Btnnew  d'Oberkvcb,  htiing  the  intimate  fKend  of  the  Bmpnat  of  Rusrit, 

wife  of  Paul  I..  avn\  tlic  confulential  coTn[)ri!iiMn  of  the  Ducliess  of  Bourbon, 
her  facilities  for  obtaining  infomuttion  respecting  the  most  private  iStin  of  the 
principal  Cknirta  of  Enrope,  render  her  Memoirs  nntivalled  u  a  bode  of  interest- 
ing anecdotes  of  the  royal,  noble,  and  other  celebrated  in  lividuals  who  flourish r-  i 
00  the  continent  daring  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century.  Among  the  royal  per. 
son ages  introdiieed  to  nie  reader  in  this  wocfc,  are  Louit  XVI.,  Marie  Antdnette, 
Philip  Egalite,  and  all  the  Princes  of  France  then  living — Peter  the  Great,  the 
Empress  Catherine,  the  Emperor  Paul,  and  his  sons  Constantine  and  Alexander, 
of  K«n8ia<~fyederielc  the  Oreat  and  Prince  Henry  of  Pnisna— ^e  Emperor 
Joseph  II.  of  Austria— Gustavus  III.  of  Sweden — Princess  Christina  of  Saxony — 
Sobieski,  and  Czartoriski  of  Poland — and  the  Princes  of  Brunswick  and  Wurtem- 
berg.  Among  the  remarkable  persons  are  the  Princes  and  Princesses  de  Lamhalle, 
de  Ligne  and  Galitzin — the  Dukes  and  Duchesses  de  Choiseul,  de  Mazariii,  de 
Boufflers,  de  la  Valli^re,  de  Guiche,  de  Penthi^vre,  and  de  Polignao — Cardinal  de 
Rohan,  Marshals  Biron  and  d'Harcourt,  Count  de  Staremberg,  Baroness  de 
Krudener,  Madame  Geoiflrin,  Talleyrand,  Mirabeau,  and  Necker — with  Count 
Cagliostro,  Mesroer,  Vestris,  and  Madame  Mara;  and  the  woric  also  includes 
sudi  literary  celebrities  as  Voltaire,  Coodorcet,  de  la  Harpe,  de  Beanmarchais, 
Rousseau,  Lavater,  BernouiUi,  Raynal,  de  I'Ep^,  Huber,  Gothe,  Wieland,  Male- 
sherbes,  Marmontel,  de  Stael  and  de  Genlia ;  with  some  singular  disclosures 
respecting  those  celebrated  Englishwmnen,  Xlliaheth  Chndleigh,  Duchess  of 
Kingston,  and'Lady  Cr*vcn,  Uargravine  of  Anqpadi. 

"  The  BaroneH  d'Oberklrch,  wbose  remarkable  liremolra  are  here  given  to  the  public,  aaw 
much  of  coiirta  and  courtiers,  and  her  Memoirs  are  filled  with  a  raiiety  of  anecdotea,  not 
Qloiu-  of  lords  and  ladies,  but  of  emperors  and  empresses,  king*  and  queens,  and  reigning 
priuces  and  princetsw.    As  a  picture  of  society  anterior  to  the  French  Revolution,  the  hook  j 

Is  the  lutct  ai:rJ  iridsc  ppit>(  t  V)rori;ii:ttrin  rf  its  ifind  extanl  ;  nnil  fi3  such,  bcsidirs  it>  iiiitior 
(    value  as  u  Uuuk      amuaeiucat,  it  pusathAe*  a  major  value  as  a  ii  ork  of  iufortiiatiuxi,  which,  lu  , 
the  Interest  of  historical  iriith,  ia,  without  exaggeration,  almost  incalculable." — Oifserrtr. 

"Thoroughly  genuine  and  unaffected,  these  Memoirs  display  the  whole  mind  of  a  woman 
who  was  well  worth  Icnowing,  and  relate  a  large  part  of  her  experience  amonf^  people  with 
whose  names  and  characters  the  world  will  be  at  all  times  busy.  A  keen  observer,  and  by 
position  thrown  In  the  high  places  of  the  world,  the  Baroness  d'Oberkirch  was  the  very 
woman  to  write  Memoirs  that  would  interest  future  generations.  commend  these 

volumes  moat  heartily  to  every  reader.  They  are  a  perfect  magazine  itf  nlniSMt  anccdotea 
nd  inuicsting  ebaraetcristk  tblogs.  W«  Uy  down  thta*  channlof  vislmncs  with  mret. 
Tkqr  wlU  enicrtaiB  the  most  fttddlims  itadas,aad  tnstnut  the  mosthilbraMd.*^AmMWr. 

**Aa  Intensely  interesting  autobiography." — Morning  Chronicle. 

"  A  valuable  addition  to  the  personal  history  of  an  important  period.  The  volumes  deserve 
gentral  popnlailty.**— i>a%  New. 

**  One  of  the  most  intertsttof  pieces  of  eontsmpoiaiy  bMory,  and  one  of  the  richMt 
eollsctions  of  rsmariniMe  aneodolM  and  vnlnable  ramlnlscnees  ever  piodnesd**^— /eihs  BM. 
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THE  LITERATURE  AND  ROMANCE 

OF  NORTHERN  BUROPE: 

CONSTITUTING  A  COMTLETE  HISTORY  OP  the  tITEBATrRT!  OF  SWEDEN. 
OBNMAUKi  NOaWAY,  AND  ICKLAND,  WITH  COPIOUS  SPECIMSNS  OP  TUB 
MOST  CBUUmATBD  RIlTOmin,  WmAXeWMf  POPVI.Am  UGBltM  Am  TAtMt 

OLD   CHIVAJLROtTS  BALLADS,   TRAGIC  AND    COMIC   DRAMAS,  NATIONAL  ■OKOBf 

WOVBItH,    AND   SCENES    FilOM    THK    LIFE    OF    THE    PRESENT  DAY, 

BY  WILLIAM  AND  MABY  HOWITT.    2  vela.  2l8. 

"English  readers  have  long  been  indebted  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howitt.  They 
have  now  increased  our  obligations  by  presenting  us  with  tbi&  most  charming  and 
Taluable  work,  by  means  of  which  the  great  majority  of  the  reading  puUic  will 
be,  for  thr  first  time,  made  acquaiuted  vrlih  the  rich  stores  of  intellectual  wealth 
long  garnered  in  the  literature  and  beautitui  romance  of  Northern  Europe. 
From  the  famous  Edda,  whose  origin  is  lost  in  tntiqiiity,  down  to  the  noreb  of 
Miss  Bremer  and  Baroness  Knorring,  the  prose  and  poetic  writings  nf  Denmark, 
Norway,  Sweden,  and  Iceland  are  here  introduced  to  us  in  a  manner  at  once 
singularly  compn^Mdw  md  eoneise.  It  is  no  dry  enumeration  of  naroet,  but 
the  very  marrow  and  spirit  of  the  vnrions  AYOrks  displayed  before  us.  We  have 
old  ballads  and  fairy  tales,  always  fasciuatiog ;  we  have  scenes  from  plays,  and 
selections  fnm  the  poetsi  with  most  iMracUTe  Idogrtphies  ct  great  men.  The 
longs  and  ballads  are  translalodwith  exquisite  poetic  beauty." — Stm. 

'<  A  book  full  of  information — and  as  such,  a  welcome  addition  to  our  literature. 
The  translations— especially  of  some  of  the  baUada  and  other  poms— are  «(e> 
oBled  iritia  ipirit  and  mB*"'-^tkmmum, 


SCENES  FfiOM  SCRIPTUEE. 

**  Eminent  in  every  mode  of  literature,  Dr.  Croly  stands,  in  onr  judgment,  txst 

among  the  livincr  pnets  of  Great  Britain — the  only  man  of  our  day  entitled  lif  hia 
power  to  venture  within  the  sacred  circle  of  religious  poets." — Standard. 
"An  admirable  addition  to  the  library  of  religious  ftmiltea.''-^AA<i  BkU. 


THE  AUTOBIOGEAPHY  OF  A  MISSIOKAEY. 

BT  TSa  lUflV.  J.  F.  ntRCBnt 

Cnrate  of  Sonib  Hampstead.  Author  of  "  A  Two  Tens'  Residence  aft  HdbunAJ* 

2  vols,  post  8vo.  2l8. 

"  A  graphic  sketch  of  missionary  life." — Examiner. 

**  "We  conscientiously  recommend  this  book,  as  well  tor  its  amusing  character 
as  for  the  spirit  it  dispkys  of  eoitiest  piety."— AfeMbrdL 

"  This  book  will  intrrrst  a  large  multitude  of  readers.  There  are  abundant 
passages  which  will  amuse,  and  studies  of  individual  character  which  will  be 
lecognkcd  as  drawn  from  Ufe."— ^Me, 
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.  MIXITART  LIPB  IN  ALGEKIA. 

BY  COITNT  P.  DE  CASTBLIiANIB.  2  vols.  21a, 

"  We  commend  this  book  as  really  worth  perusal.  The  volnmes  make  us 
famHiarlf  acqaainied  witb  the  nature  of  Algerian  experience.  Changarnier, 
Cavaignac,  C  uirobert,  Lamoricidio,  fnd  St.  Amaud  exe  hioaglit  pfomineatfy 

before  ihe  reader." — Examiner. 

"  These  volumes  will  be  read  with  extraordinary  interest.  The  vivid  manner 
in  which  themthor  narrates  his  adventures,  and  the  number  of  penonal  anecdotes 
that  he  tells,  engage  the  reader's  attention  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  The 
sketches  which  the  Count  gives  of  the  French  leaders  convey  to  us  a  very  accu- 
rate idea  ot  aoroe  of  the  most  remarkable  military  celebrities  who  havefignred  in 
the  recent  political  events  in  France  —  Cbangamier,  Bugeaud,  Lamoriciere, 
Cavaignac,  Canrohert,  Bosquet,  among  many  others.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
p<ntti  out  a  chapter  flat  haa  not  iti  peeeffiar  diarmB.''^^Amd^|r  Timet. 


AUT0BI068APHT  OF 

AN   ENGLISH  SOLDIEB 

m  THE  UNITED  STATES'  ABMI.  81a. 

"  The  novelty  characterising  these  Interesting  volnmr'^  is  likely  to  secure  them 
many  readers.  lo  the  first  place,  an  accouitt  of  the  iDtemal  organization,  the 
mannert  aad  euatoma  of  the  United  States'  Federal  Army,  is  in  itself,  a  novelty, 
anr!  a  still  greater  novelty  is  to  have  this  arrcnnit  rendered  by  a  man  who  had 
served  in  thia  English  before  joining  the  American  army,  and  who  can  give  his 
report  after  having  ever)'  opportunity  of  comparison.  The  author  went  uirongh 
the  Mexican  rarapaign  with  General  Scott,  and  his  volumes  contain  much  descrip- 
tive matter  concerning  battles^  sieves,  and  marches  on  Mexican  territory,  besides 
thdr  akeldiet  of  the  nonnal  chronic  oon^lion  of  a  United  Stit«  icUier  in  time  of 
peaee."-— Dnill^  NmM» 


HISTORY  OF  THE 

BRITISH  CONQUESTS  IN  INDIA. 

BY  HOBACE  BT.  JOHN.  2  Tola.  218. 

*•  A  work  of  great  and  permanent  historical  value  and  interest." — Post. 

"  The  style  is  graphic  and  spirited.  The  £acta  are  well  related  and  artistically 
grouped.  Tha  namtlv*  is  always  readable  and  interesting."— .^tf<Aal«MM• 


HISTORY  OF  CORFU; 

AND  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  THE  IONIAN  ISLANDS.. 

BT  I«I£UT,  H.  J.  W.  J£BVIS,  BoyaL  Artillery. 

1  v<d.,  with  Illustrations,  lOi.  6d. 

"Wiitten  with  great  oare  and  reieardi,  and  indnding  probably  all  the 
particnlara  of  any  moment  in  the  history  of  ijvd6iI*'^Aikmimmm, 
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-    THE  J0T7BKALS  AND  GOBJELBSFONDENCE  OF 

GBNEBAL  SIR  HAftllT  CALVBET, 

G.C.B.  and  G.C.H., 
LnuT-OoTnifOB  of  tbs  Botal  Hospitali  Chblssa» 

BUBING  THB  WAB  IN  FLANDBB8  AND  HOLLAND  IN  179M; 

WITH  AN  APPENDIX 
OOMTAINING    HIS    JOURNAL   DmiNG    THE    CI.OSK    OF    TUF.    AMFRICAN  WAft. 

3BDITSD  B7  HIS  SON,  SIB  HABBIT  ITEIBNliY,  BABT. 

2  vols.  8vo.  * 


COLONEL  LANDMAN  N'S  ADVENTURES 

AND  RECOLLECTIONS.    2  vols.  21s. 

"  Amoug  the  anecdotes  in  this  work  will  be  found  notices  of  King  Geon;e  III., 
the  Dukes  ot  Kent,  Camberlaiid,  Cambridge,  Clarence,  and  Bicbmond,  the  ninoeaa 

Augusta,  General  Garth,  Sir  Harry  MiUlraay,  Lord  Cliarles  Somerset  ,  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  Lord  Ueathfield,  Captain  Grose,  &c.  The  volumes  abound  in  inte- 
resting  matter.    The  anecdotes  are  one  and  all  anrasing.'' — Oitenwr, 

"These  'Adventures  and  Recollections'  are  those  of  a  gentleman  whose  birth 
and  profession  gave  him  faciUties  of  access  to  distinguished  society;  and  the 
interest  of  the  volames  wilt  be  found  to  consist  in  anecdotes  and  recollections 
relating  to  individual  members  of  that  society.  Colonel  Landmann  vrrites  so 
agreeably  that  we  have  little  doubt  that  his  volumes  will  be  acceptable.  They 
partake,  to  some  extent,  both  of  the  good  and  bad  qualitiea  of  Horace  Walpole 
•od  of  Wraxall."— .^MeiMSttni. 


ADVENTURES  OF 

THE  CONNAUGHT  aANGERS. 

SBOOirD  8KBIBS. 
BT  WIItlilAH  GRATTAK,  ESQ., 

LATE   LIBOTKNANT   CONNAUGHT   RANGERS.      2  VOlS.  21s. 

"  A  pleasant  hook,  which  will  be  read  with  avidity  by  all  true  soldiers,  especially 
those  of  this  chosen  reginient.  We  feel  sure  that  every  regimental  library  will 
have  its  '  Connaught  Rangers.' " — Daily  News. 

**  A  first  series  of  the  adventures  of  this  famous  regiment  made  so  favourable 
an  impression  on  the  public,  that  the  author  has  thought  it  advisable  to  enlarge 
his  original  work  with  this  second  series,  in  which  he  extends  his  narrativ<j  from 
the  first  formation  of  the  gallant  88th  up  to  the  occupation  of  Paris  by  tlie 
EtigUbh  army.  AU  the  battles,  sieges,  and  skirmishes,  in  which  the  regiment 
took  part*  aie  described  either  from  the  obser\'ation  of  the  writer  or  the  memoirs 
and  memorandn  of  other  officers.  The  Yolum?s  are  interwoven  with  original 
anecdotes,  and  details  of  various  occurrences  that  give  a  freshness  and  spirit  to 
the  whole.  The  stories  and  the  sketches  of  sodetf  and  manners,  %vith  the 
anecdotes  of  the  celebrities  of  the  time,  are  fold  in  an  agreeable  and  unaffected 
manner.  In  fact  the  work  bears  all  the  cbaracteristics  of  a  soldier's  straight- 
forward and  entertaining  nanratiTe.*'— AmdSi^  TImM* 
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HISTOBY  AND  BIOGRAPHY. 


CLASSIC  AND  HISTORIC  PORTllAITS. 


This  work  comprises  Biographies  of  ihc  full  juing  Classic  and  Historic  Per- 
sonages:— Sappho,  iEsop,  Pythagoras,  Aapasia,  Milto,  Agesilaus,  Socrates,  Plato, 
Aleibiades,  Helen  o(  Troy,  Alexander  the  Great,  Demetrius  Poliorcetes,  Scipio 
Africanns,  Sylla,  Cleopatra,  Julius  Caesar,  Augustus,  Tiberius,  Germanicus, 
Caligula,  Loliia  Paulina,  CKSoniat  Boadicea,  Agrippina,  Poppasa,  Otho,  Com> 
modus,  Canusalla,  Heliogabalus,  Zeno  lia,  J  il  ian  the  Apostate,  Eudocia,  Theodora, 
Charlemagne,  Abelard  and  Heloisc,  Kli  il)rth«f  Hungary,  Dante,  Robert  Bruce, 
Ignez  de  Castro,  Agnes  Sorel,  Jane  Shore,  Lucrezia  Borgia,  Auuc  Bullen,  Diana 
of  Poitiers,  Catherine  de  Medicts,  Queen  Elizabeth,  Mary  Queen  of  Soots, 
Cervantes,  Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  John  SobiesW,  Anne  of  Austria,  Ninon  de 
r£nGlo9,  Mile,  de  Montpensier,  the  Duchess  of  Orleans,  Madame  de  Malntenou, 
Catharine  of  Rnasia,  and  Madame  de  Sta^. 

"A  Book  which  has  many  merits,  most  of  all,  ih^A  uf  a  fresh  and  unhacknied 
subject.  The  volumes  are  the  result  of  a  good  deal  of  reading,  and  have  besides 
an  original  spirit  and  flavour  about  them,  ^ieh  have  pleased  us  much.  Mr. 
Bruce  is  often  elocpient,  often  humorous,  and  has  a  proper  appreciation  of  the 
wit  and  sarcasm  beloogiog  in  abundance  to  bis  theme.  The  variety  aj^d  amount 
of  information  scattered  through  his  Tolnmcs  entitle  tiiem  to  be  generally  read, 
and  to  be  received  on  all  hands  with  merited  favour." — Examiner. 

"We  find  in  these  piquant  volumes  the  liberal  outpourings  of  a  ripe  scholarship, 
the  results  of  wide  and  various  reading,  given  in  a  style  and  manner  at  once  plea- 
sant, gostippy  and  }Ac^xat»qia»,"-^jitkeiuei$m, 

"  A  sorirN  (>f  biographical  sketches,  remarkable  for  their  truth  and  fidelity.  The 
work  is  one  wliich  will  please  the  classical  scholar  and  the  student  of  history, 
while  it  alio  oontaina  entertuning  and  instractiTe  matter  for  the  geneial  render." 
— LUtrary  Oamtttt, 


THE  ENGLISH  IN  AMERICA. 


BT  THB  AUTHOB  07  <*  8AK  BSMSK/*  fto.  8  ycOb,  21s. 

"  We  oonoeive  this  wrk  to  be  by  £ur  the  most  valuable  and  important  Judge 
Haliburton  has  ever  written.  While  teeming  with  interest,  moral  and  historical, 
to  the  general  reader,  it  equally  constitutes  a  philosophical  &tudy  for  the  pulitician 
and  atateaman.  It  will  be  found  to  let  in  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  actual  origin, 

formation,  and  progress  of  the  republic  of  the  United  States." — N.  and  M.  Gaz. 

**We  belief ed  the  author  of  this  work  to  possess  a  power  of  humour  and 
sarcasm  second  only  to  that  of  Rabelais  and  Sidney  Smitii,  and  a  genuine  patlios 

worthy  of  Henry  li'ielding  or  Charles  Dickens.  In  the  volumes  before  us  he 
breaks  upon  new,  and  untrodden  ground.  We  bail  this  book  with  pleasure; 
we  consider  it  an  honour  to  Judge  Haliburton.  He  places  before  us,  fairly  and 
impartially,  the  history  of  English  rule  in  America,  The  bo<jk  is  not  only  a  boon 
to  the  historic  student,  it  is  also  filled  with  reflections  such  as  migr  well  engage 
the  attention  of  the  legislating  statesman.  Mr.  HaKborton  also  show*  us  the 
true  position  of  the  Canadas,  explains  the  evils  of  our  colonial  system,  and  pdnts 
out  the  remedies  bjr  wliidi  these  evils  ma,y  be  oounteracted."— /HM  QmarUrfy 
Review, 


BT  JAMES  liBUCE.     2  vols.  2l8. 


RULE  AND  MISRULE  OF 
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TH£  MAEYELS  OF  3CISNG£, 

ANB  TOBf R  fBSTmOMT  TO  HO&T  tTUT  { 
A  rmuLxn  va^vax.  of  thb  ^mmoM, 

Ann  K]|ii>i<m»  vrimi  ISfumw  jMiBwrnimmin*  funk       9%  04 

**  Tbi4  work  tr^uU  oC  y(k9^  oiipt,  qH  p^w"^  in  i^teiUg^t  »^  ^  it  puts 
Into  tbe  lumds  of  every  mftn  the  means  of  tefornaatbn  on  Iteta  the  votCi  tidiuine, 

and  converts  into  interesting  and  eloquent  d*  ^  r  ipti m  problenw  which  once 
perplexed  the  whole  geoius  of  mankiud.   Wc  congratulate  tt«e  authfir  on  hia 
reaearch,  his  inftmuatiMi,  aiul  his  graoefhl  nul  happy  language."— JMfmfileKi 
"  Tbe  skill  displayed  in  the  treatmeot  of  tbe  aciences  is  not  tbe  lent  marvel  in 

the  volume.  The  reasonings  of  the  author  are  forcible,  fluently  expressed,  and 
calculated*  to  make  a  deep  iniprcsaoii.  Genuine  service  bai  been  done  to  the 
cause  of  Revelation  by  the  issue  of  such  a  boolu  which  i«  nora  than  men 
literary  triumph.    I(     a  good  action." — Globe. 

^  Ita  lAne  i|  ip-ave^  gnu>4>  wd  argumentative*  and  liiea  to  th^  n^jeiitj;  of  poetcy. 
As  a  commentary  upon  the  stupendous  faeta  which  easjb  ia  tht  vdvtm,  it.  i| 

truly  a  work  which  merits  our  admiratioila  and  we  9nhMitfttili||^7rvte<Hirrqe^ 

tQlts  fasHna'ing  pages." — IMtpatch. 

'^Without  parading  the  elaborate  nature  of  his  personal  iuvestigatioas^  the 
Miihor  has  la&  hold  of  the  discoveries  in  every  department  of  natural  ^ence  in 
a  manner  to  be  apprehended  by  tbe  meanest  nT^dcr^tandincr,  hut  whioh  will  at  the 
same  time  command  the  attention  of  the  scholar." — Messenger. 

grand  toar  of  the  adencca.  Wt.  Vnflom  starts  freoi  the  Stm,  nins  tooiMi 

by  the  Planets,  noticing  Comets  as  he  goes,  and  puts  up  for  a  rest  at  the  Central 
Snn.  He  gets  into  the  Milky  Way,  which  brings  huoa  to  the  Fixed  Sta»  aud 
NebttUe.  He  miweha  the  crust  of  the  Earth,  wd  looka  o>rar  fwSi  Animals  and 
Plants,  This  is  followed  by  a  disquisition  on  the  science  of  the  Scriptures.  He 
then  comes  back  to  tbe  origin  of  the  Earth,  visits  the  Magnetie  FoIeSn  gets 
among  Thunder  and  Lightning,  makes  the  acquuntanee  of  M^gfneMem  ani  mtO' 
tricity,  dips  into  Rivers,  draws  science  from  Spring8>  goes  int  o  Volcanoes)  through 
which  he  ia  drawn  into  a  knot  of  Earthquakes,  comes  to  the  sarface  with  Gaseous 
Emanations,  and  sliding  dow»  a  Landslip,  renews  his  journey  on  a  ray  of  Light, 
goes  through  a  Prism,  sees  a  Mirage,  meets  with  the  Flying  Dutebman,  observes 
an  Optical  Illusion,  steps  over  the  Rainbow,  enjoys  a  dance  with  the  Northern 
Aurora,  takes  a  httle  Polarized  Light,  boils  some  Watet*  seta  a  Stieam-sEngine  in 
motion,  vritoesses  the  expansion  of  Metals,  Inrim  aft.  the  Thermooieter,  and 
r^reshes  himself  with  Ice.  Soon  he  is  at  S«a,  exanrwning  the  Tidesv  tumbling 
on  the  Waves,  swimming,  diving,  and  ascertaioiug  tbe  pressure  ot  Fluids.  We 
meet  him  nest  in  the  Air,  rnaning  thrwigh  all  its  properties.  Haviag  remarked 
on  the  propagation  of  Sounds,  he  pauses  for  a  hit  of  Mii"»i<'.  and  f»T>e*  of^'"  into  the 
Vegetable  KingduLu,  theu  travciii  tkrougti  the  Ammai  Kingdom,  and  having 
visited  the  various  races  of  the  humaa  fvKSif,  winda  with  ft  AtMaMlraliA&w 
the  Anatomy  of  Man."— AnumiMr. 
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HAKBATITS  Of  A 


JOURNEY  ROUND  THE  WOULD 


A  WINTER  PASSAGE  ACROSS  THE  ANDES  TO  CHIU, 

WITB  ▲  TWIT  TO  THS  GOLD  BSOIONS  OF  OAUPOBMIA  AMD  AV>nAUA» 
THB  SOUTH  SKA  ItliAMSS,  JATA»  &C. 

3  Tolit.  ftit  8fO.  9H,  6d. 

"  Sttrtfng  frmu  Hretnen  tat  California,  the  author  «f  iliis  Kurrative  proceeded 
to  Rio,  and  thence  to  Buenos  Ayres,  where  he  exchanged  the  wild  seas  for  the 
yet  wilder  Parajras,  and  made  his  way  on  horseback  to  Valparaiso  across  the 
Cordilleraa — a  winter  passage  full  of  difficulty  and  danger.  From  Valparaiso 
he  sailed  to  California,  and  visited  San  Francisco,  Sacramento,  and  the  mining 
districts  generally.  Thence  he  steered  his  course  to  the  South  Sea  Islands, 
resting  at  Honolulu,  Tahiti,  and  other  geius  of  the  sea  in  that  quar^r,  atid  ftom 
thence  to  Sydney,  marching  through  the  Murray  Valley,  and  inspecting  the 
Adelaide  district.  From  Australia  he  dashed  onward  to  Java,  riding  through  the 
interior,  and  taking  a  general  survey  of  Batavia,  with  a  glance  at  Japan  and  thd 
Japanese.  An  active,  intelligent,  ohservant  man,  the  notes  he  made  of  his  adven- 
tures are  Ml  of  variety  and  interest.  His  descriptions  of  places  and  persons  are 
lively,  and  his  remarks  on  natural  productions  and  the  phenomena  of  earth,  sea, 
and  sky  are  always  sensible,  and  made  with  a  view  to  practical  results.  Those 
portions  of  the  Narrative  which  refer  to  Califnrnia  and  Australia  are  replete  with 
vivid  sketches j  and  indeed  the  whole  work  abounds  with  living  and  picturesque 

'  dawi|»iioa  or  »eii,  nMiiia%  iiid  Mlitiee.''-- «Mc 

"The  nnihor  of  this  comprehensive  narrative  embarked  at  Bremen  for  Cali- 
fornia, and  then  took  ship  to  the  South  Sea  Islands,  of  which  and  of  their  iobabit- 
into  me  hjvn  looie  pletaant  AeteW  fmm  the  Soaili  Sei  Istaiidk  Ike  Mfied  to 
Australia,  where  he  effected  a  very  daring  and  adventurous  journey  bj-  liimself 
through  the  Murray  Valley  to  Adelaide.  He  then  proceeded  to  Java,  the  interior 
of  wMei  hi  ts^^UmA  lo  «  eodaidanAIe  dUtanee.  Behre  be  depsrted  for  Surope, 
he  remained  some  time  at  Batavia,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  wilncs?  the  arrival 
o(  the  /apsnese  vesael  bringing  her  aanual  cargo  <^  goods  from  Japan.  Inde- 
pendestljF  of  gvea*  i^riety-  for  these  pages  are  n&nt  noBOtonoaa  or  doll — a 
plrasant  frpshfjess  pervades  Mr.  Gerstacelcpr's  rhequi-red  narrative.  It  offers  much 
1 0  ii>tere«4,  and  conveys  uneh  valuable  iB£(HTQatioti,  set  forth  in  a  very  lucid  and 
grapfate  mKa!aar"--^A^limkmm. 

"  These  kavels  consisted  prittdj^lllf  1a  c  '  Winter  passage  aeross  the  Andes  to 

Chili,  with  a  visit  to  the  gold  regions  of  CaHfornia  and  Australia,  the  South  Sea 
Islands,  Java,  &c.'  In  the  present  state  things  and  po&ition  of  affairs,  no  more 
desinblo  book  can  be  imagined.  It  carries  us  at  onee  to  the  centre  of  attractions 
— it  conveys  us  to  the  land  of  promise  to  expectant  thousands.  We  bohold,  face 
to  face,  the  mighty  regions  where  so  ui any  of  our  countrymen  have  gone,  that 
it  seems  almost  a  second  home.  We  are  mfocuied,  in  minute  details  of  the  life 
that  h  led  there.  There  is  no  fa^iC  crlitter  thrown  over  the  accounts  ;  the  author 
evidently  strives  to  raise  no  false  hopes,  and  excite  no  unrcasoiiable  expectations. 
The  accounts  given  of  California  are  particularly  eXfXUSt  The  description  of 
Sydney  during  the  «ccitement  pKtiufiQg  M  tiie  diseovfty  Of  netr  minea  is  ytif 
interesting." — ^tiit. 
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AUSTRALIA   AS   IT  IS: 

ITS  SETTLEtlENTSt  FARMS,  AND  GOLD  FIELDS. 
B7  V.  IiANCSIIiOTT,  £8^, 
MINKAALOOICAL  ftUBVETOK  IM  THB  AUSTRALIAN  OOLONIU. 

Ssccttro  BoinoKr  RsviftBD«  2  voli.  pOBt  Sva.  21t. 


"  Thii  is  an  uBBdorned  Bccouni  of  fhe  actiul  condition  in  whicb  theM  colonfet 

are  found  hy  a  i>rofessional  surveyor  and  mineralogist,  who  goes  over  the  ground 
with  a  careful  glance  and  a  remarkable  aptitade  for  seizing  on  the  practicsJ  por- 
tions <tf  the  subject.  On  the  eUmate,  the  vegetation,  and  the  agricultural 
resources  of  the  country,  he  is  copious  in  the  extreme,  and  to  the  intending 
emigrant  an  invaluable  instructor.  As  may  be  expected  from  a  scientific  hand) 
tiie  subject  of  gold  digging  undergoes  a  thorough  manipulation.  Mr.  Lancetott 
dwells  with  minuteness  on  the  several  indications,  stratifications,  varieties  of  soil, 
and  methods  of  working,  experience  has  pointed  out,  and  offers  a  perfect  manual 
of  the  new  craft  to  the  adventurous  settler.  Nor  has  he  neglected  to  provide 
him  with  information  as  to  the  sea  voyage  and  all  its  accessories,  the  commodities 
most  in  request  at  the  antipodes,  and  a  general  view  of  social  wants,  family 
management,  &c.,  such  as  a  shrewd  and  observant  counsellor,  aided  by  old 
resident  authorities,  can  afford.  As  a  guide  to  the  auriferou.s  regions,  as  wdl  as 
the  pastoral  solitudes  of  Australia,  the  work  is  unsurpassed." — Globe. 

''This  is  the  best  book  on  the  new  £1  Dorado;  the  best,  not  only  in  respect  to 
matter,  style,  and  arrangement,  u  all  of  which  merits  it  excels^  hut  eminently 

the  best  because  the  latest,  and  the  work  of  a  man  professionally  conversant  with 
those  circumstances  which  are  charming  hundreds  of  thousands  annually  to  the 
great  Sootheni  Continent.  The  last  twenty  years  hm  been  prolific  of  works 

upon  Australia,  but  they  are  all  now  ob  nlr^e  Erery  one  who  takes  an  interest 
in  Australia  would  do  well  to  possess  himself  of  Mr.  Lancelott's  work,  which 
tells  everything  of  the  socul  etat^  of  the  physiology,  and  the  predous  mineralogy 

of  the  gold  country." — Standard, 

"A  really  vabnl>le  work  on  Australia.  The  Author  boltls  a  responsible  situa- 
tion ill  the  Australian  Colonies,  and  is  intimately  connected  with  the  gold  regions. 
He  offers  advice  to  the  middle  classes  of  society,  and  shows  them  what  th^  must 
expect  ,  and  what  lliey  must  do  when  they  come  to  the  end  of  their  voyage.  The 
work  deserves  the  largest  circulation  it  cau  obtain." — Mtmertger. 

**  A  very  clever,  Intdligent,  and  practicd  book,  full  of  tbe  kind  of  information 

now  sought  with  avidity." — Examiner. 

"  We  advise  all  about  to  emigrate  to  take  this  book  as  a  couns^or  and  com- 
panion."— Lloyd's  Weekly  Paper. 

"  The  most  instructive  book  on  Australia  that  has  ftllen  In  our  way." — ^£eMfer. 

"The  Author  has  done  the  world  good  service.  His  chapters  on  the  gold 
regions  are  among  the  most  valuable  pieces  of  information  we  are  possessed  of." 
—Dispatch. 

"  A  book  containing  a  great  deal  of  information  as  to  the  present  condiliim  of 
Australia.    It  will  be  uwfol  alike  to  the  liiitorian,  th«  politidan,  and  tbe 

emigrant." — Economist. 
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A  T  0  U  11  OF  INQUIRY 

THEOUGH  FRANCE  AND  ITALY. 

II-LI'STIIATIKO  THEIR  PRFSKNT 

SOCIAL,  POLITICAL,  AND  RELIGIOUS  CONDITION. 

BT  in>Huin>  smxrcBB  xisq.* 

Aatbor  of  **  TmU  in  European  Tarlcey,"  "  Cbcuak,"  &c. 
StoIi.  i^BvOb  218. 

*'  Mr.  Spencer  is  favourably  known  to  the  public  as  the  author  of  several  worka 
deterlUng  the  land  of  the  Osmanii,  the  Greek,  the  AllMiilaB,  and  the  SlaTonian ; 

and  in  the  two  volumes  before  us  he  has  given  the  results  of  a  Tour  of  Inquiry 
through  France  and  Italf,  which,  commencing  at  Boulogne,  includes  visits  to 
Pftria,  to  the  important  towns  in  the  centre  and  south  of  Fhraee,  to  Leghorn, 
Rome,  and  Piedmont.  As  a  careful  observer  of  the  actml  -nditu  n  if  the  people 
in  both  countries,  the  results  of  his  inquiries  cannot  fail  to  be  read  with  much 
interest  and  instruction.  Mr.  Spencer  has  made  himsdf  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  present  social,  poliliral,  and  religious  condition  of  the  people  of  France 
and  Italy,  describing;  at  one  time  that  curious  class  the  vagrants  of  Paris ;  next  the 
modem  miracles  by  which  ihejiar/ljvrArein  France  areendeavouring  to  stimulate 
the  supcrstitiM  IV  feeUngs  of  the  peasantry;  and  then  the  hostility  of  the  Papal 
Church  to  intellectual  progress,  the  political  condition  of  Turin,  the  insurrection 
at  Rome,  &c. — topics  which  at  the  present  moment  excite  the  deepest  interest  in 
this  country.  It  n\ust  not  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Spencer's  work  is  made  up  of 
mere  dry  political  or  religious  disquisitions,  however  valuable  tbey  may  he  in 
themselTes.  He  describes  all  that  he  saw  with  a  fiadle  and  graceful  pen,  and  the 
tone  of  his  narrative  is  altogether  so  animated  and  cheerful  that  we  defy  thn 
reader  who  takes  the  work  in  his  hand  for  mere  amusement  to  put  it  down 
unsatisfied.  Ve  have  now  said  enough  to  reoommm^  Ifr.  8penoer*i  valoable 
and  interesting  work,  which  we  have  no  doulit  will  commMid  an  extraded 
popularity.'* — Montit^  Pot/. 

"  Mr.  Spencer  has  travelled  through  France  and  Itdy,  with  the  eyes  and  ibelings 
of  a  Protestant  philosopher.  His  volumes  contain  much  valuable  matter,  many 
judicious  remarks,  and  a  great  deal  of  useful  information." — Morning  Chrmieie, 

"France  and  Italy,  in  their  aodal  or  rather  tm.«ocia1  condition,  are  depicted  In 
these  intelligent  and  interesting  volumes  with  a  vivid  and  striking  truth.  Tuscany, 
with  its  unfortunate  position  as  regards  one  power,  aud  oppressed  by  its  goaded 
nder  <mi  tiie  other,  the  ferocities  which  take  phiee  by  armed  soldiery  in  the  streets, 
and  the  still  greater  horrors  enacted  in  prisons  in  the  name  of  the  law — Rome, 
which  once  more  bares  her  dreadful  dungeons,  and  the  sanguine  secrets  of  the 
unholy  Inquisition,  to  the  eyes  of  the  wtnld— these*,  with  other  glaring  evils, 
exhibit  a  condition  of  things  which  move  our  indignation  and  nnr  pity.  To  those 
who  would  acquaint  themselves  with  the  state  of  these  latter  hbtoric  countries  in 
particular,  we  do  not  know  any  vdunei  that  convey  to  much  that  is  Talnable  on 
I  li  important  heads,  80  interestingly,  at  Mr.  Speneer't  'Tour  of  Inquiry."* — 
Weekly  Dispatch, 

**  The  work  oontdns  a  good  deal  of  fresh  and  strflcing  natter  on  the  present 

condition  and  prospects  of  Frauce  and  Italy." — Spectator. 

"  These  clever  and  comprehensive  volumes  contain  much  valuable  information 
and  maeh  dote  reatoning."~iMteiMit^. 
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TRAVELS  m  EUROl'EAN  TUMEI: 

THROrOH  BOSNIA,  SERVIA,  BUIOARIA,  MACEDONIA,  ROUWKT  IA,  ALKANTA,  AND 
EPIRV8  ;  WITH  A  VISIT  TO  GREECE  AND  THK  IONIAN  ISLKS,  AND  A  HOM£- 
WABO  TOini  THBOUOH  UWUAXt  AVO  TBB  SOLATOMIAK  9M0TINGBS 

OF  AvanuA  «ir  thb  m»wbk  sanubs. 

BT  BDKWD  SPaVOSB,  X8Q., 

AutilW  of  "  TbATBLS  in  ClItCAStXA,"  fto. 

Second  and  Cheaper  Edition,  in  2  vols.  8vo.  with  Illustrations,  and  a  valuable 
Map  of  Europeaa  Turkey,  from  the  most  recent  Charts  in  the  possestion  of 
the  Austrian  and  Turldsh  Governments,  revised  by  the  Author,  ISs. 

"  These  important  volnnm  appear  at  an  opportune  moment,  as  they  describe 
some  of  those  countries  to  which  public  attention  is  now  more  particulaxlf 
directed:  Turkey,  Greece,  Hungary,  and  Austria.  The  author  has  given  as  a 
most  interesting  picture  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  its  weaknesses,  and  tbe  em- 
barrassments from  which  it  is  now  suffering,  its  financial  difficulties,  the  ^soon- 
tent  of  its  Christian,  and  the  turbulence  of  a  great  portion  of  its  Mohammedan 
subjects.  "We  are  also  introduced  for  the  first  time  to  the  warlike  mountaineers 
of  Bosnia,  Albania,  Upper  Moesia,  and  the  almost  inaccessible  districts  of  the 
Pindus  and  the  Balkan.  The  different  nationalities  of  that  Bal>el-like  country, 
Turkey  in  Eiurope,  inhabited  by  Sclavonians,  Greeks,  Albanians,  ^lacedonians, 
the  Romani  and  Osmanii — ^tkdr  varioos  chtrtcfeeriatics^  rdigions,  superstitions, 
together  vrith  their  singular  customs  and  manners,  their  ancient  and  contem- 
porary  history  arc  vividly  described.  The  Ionian  Islands,  Greece,  Hungary,  and 
the  Slavonian  ProTin<m  of  Anitria  on  the  Loww  Danube,  are  all  delineated  in 
the  author's  happiest  manner.  We  cordially  recommend  Mr.  Spencer's  valuable 
and  interesting  volumes  to  the  attention  of  tl»e  reader." — U.  S.  Magazine. 

"  This  interesting  work  contains  by  far  the  most  complete,  the  most  en« 
lightened,  and  the  most  reliable  amount  of  what  has  been  hitherto  almost  the 
terra  incognita  of  European  Turkey,  and  supplies  the  reader  with  abuDdaoce  of 
entcrtilniiMnt  m  well  u  nutniction."— /ote  AiA 


ARCTIC  MISCELLANIES, 

A  SOUVENIR  OF  THE  LATE  POLAR  SEARCh. 
BY  THE  OFFICBBS  KWD  SHAM-EIT  OF   THE  EXPBDITIOXr.  . 

DEDICATED  BY  PERMISSION  TO  THE  LORDS  OK  i  ni;  AI)^tlUALTY. 

Second  Edition,    1  vol.  with   nomercms   Tllustrations,    10s.  rnl, 

From  the  Times." — This  volume  is  not  the  least  interesting  or  instruciiva 
among  the  records  of  the  late  expedtioB  fa  atvch  ^  Sir  John  ntusklia,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Ai'stin.  The  most  valuable  portions  of  the  book  are  those 
which  relate  to  the  scieutific  and  practical  observations  made  in  the  course  of  the 
expedition*  and  the  desciipti(ntt<rf  aeenery  and  inddentt  of  arctic  travid.  From 
the  variety  of  the  materials,  and  the  noveltv  of  the  ^rcnc<;  and  inridpnt'?  to  which 
they  refer,  no  less  than  the  interest  which  attaches  to  all  that  relates  to  the 
probftble  nfety  of  Sir  Jobn  Rnnklin  tad  Irii  aNnpMiion%tlio  Arclie  MlwwUMiioa 
forms  a  verj  nadable  faook,  tnd  ono  thtfcredouidato  fhe  honour  oC  tiho*  national 
character. 
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THE  AiNSYREElI  AND  ISMAELEEH: 

A  VISIT  TO 

THE  SECKET  SECTS  OF  NORTOTRN  SYKIA, 

BY  TH-E  R"EV.  S.  I.YDE,  1/LJL, 
Latb  Chaplain  at  Bet  rout.    1  toL  10s.  6d. 


TRAVELS  IN  INDIA  AND  KASHMIR. 

"  This  book  is  an  interesting  one  in  many  points  of  new,  as  the  production  of 
•n  iot«Uigeiit  and  obemaDt  miod,  aa  the  recorded  experience  of  a  seaslble  and 
nieetive  ttranger,  tsd  n  the  uobianed  opinion  of  »  nan  eompetent  «t  onoe  to 
come  to  a  conclusion  on  English  rule  and  its  cansTqunnces  in  the  Ka>t,  and  honest 
enough  to  expreiis  bia  ihoughta  on  that  subject  without  concealment.  It  wiU  well 
repay  perusal,  as  mueh  for  the  freahnesa  of  ita  diescriptiona  as  from  the  strict 
integrity  and  philosophical  liberality  of  its  deductions  and  cnrii  hrsinns.  and  de- 
serves the  most  favourable  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  public' — Of^server. 

"This  account  of  a  Journey  through  India  and  Kashmir  will  be  read  with 
considerable  interest.  Whatever  cante  in  his  way  worthy  of  record  the  author 
committed  to  writing,  and  the  result  is  an  entertaining:  and  instmrtive  miscfllany 
of  information  on  the  country,  it«  ciioiate,  its  natural  productiuus,  its  history  and 
antiquities,  and  tho  dramtar,  the  idigioB,  andtho  social  condition  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. The  remarks  on  these  Tarious  topics  po'?ses«>  a/iditional  intprest  a?i  the 
authw  views  India  and  oar  mle  over  that  country  with  the  eye  ot  an  impartial 


KHARTOUM  AND  THE  NILES. 

B7  OVOBOa  ksZiIiT,  XSQ. 
SMond  E^tioii.  2    poit  8to^  ivith  Map  tad  lUnttrMlioti^aii. 

<*Mr.  Melly  is  of  the  same  sehool  of  trav«l  as  the  aafhor  of  *  RIHhen.'  His 

hook  altogether  is  very  agreeable,  comprising:,  besides  the  description  of  Khartoum, 
many  intelligent  illastrations  of  the  relations  now  subsisting  between  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  Snttan  ttid  tbe  Faeha,  and  exoeediugly  graphic  aketdwi  of 
the  Fynuttidi,  Hia  Plaia  of  Tbebea,  tiie  Cataiacti,  &e,**—Examimer. 


A3!LiU«TlC  &  TRANSATLANTIC  SKETCHES. 

B7  OAPVAXR  MAlOKZHIFOV,  BJT.  2T«aa;2Ei. 

"  Captain  Hackianon*a  riietefaes  of  Atnetiea  are  of  &  ttrBdng  eharader  Mid 

permanent  value.  His  vi^umes  convey  a  just  intpi  es>Tou  of  the  Uuitcd  States,  a 
laix  mi  candid  view  of  their  aodet;  and  instUutions,  so  well  written  aad  so 
entertafatfaii:  that  thn  efltet  of  their  pemsal  on  the  pobMo  here  nuwt  be  oais. 
siderablc.  They  are  light,  animatedt  and  lively,  full  of  racy  sketches,  pictures  of 
life,  aneodotea  el  society,  nuU  to  xemaskaUe  men  and  famotta  jjlaees,  i^orUng 
egisndes,      very  orig;M«l  wd  intowrtiag/'—  Shwtf ay  2laMa. 
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REVELATIONS  OF  SIBERIA.  * 

BY  A  BANiaiiEi>  liADY. 
Sboohd  BomoM.    2  volt.,  pott  8vo.  21t. 

"  A  thoroughly  good  book.  It  oamiot  be  read  bj  too  mtoy  people."— XKelvw't 

Household  Words. 

"  The  authoress  of  these  voluraes  was  a  lady  of  quality,  who,  having  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  the  Russian  Government  for  a  political  offence,  was  exiled  to 
Siberia.  The  place  of  her  exile  was  Berezov,  the  most  northern  part  of  this 
northern  penal  settlement ;  and  in  it  she  spent  about  two  years,  uot  unproliiably, 
M  the  reader  will  find  by  her  interesting  work,  containing  a  lively  and  graphic 
picture  of  the  country,  the  people,  their  manners  and  customs,  &c.  The  book 
gives  a  most  important  and  valuable  insight  Into  the  economy  of  what  lid^  been 
hitherto  the  terra  incognita  of  Russian  despotism.'^ — Dat,y  Neics. 

"  Since  the  publication  of  the  famous  roraanrc  the  '  Exiles  of  Siberia,'  of 
Madame  Cutlin,  we  have  had  no  account  uf  thc&c  desolate  lands  more  attractive 
than  the  present  work,  from  the  pen  of  the  Lady  Bve  Felinska,  which,  in  its  un- 
pretending style  and  truthful  sitnplicity,  will  win  its  way  to  the  reader's  heart, 
and  compel  bim  tu  ^.ymputbise  with  the  fair  sufferer.  The  series  of  hardships 
emdnred  in  traversing  these  fro/eo  solitudes  is  affectingly  told ;  and  once  settled 
down  at  onp  of  the  most  northern  points  of  the  convict  territory,  Berezov,  six 
huinircd  miles  bcyoud  Tobolsk,  the  Author  exhibits  an  observant  eye  for  the 
natural  phenomena  of  those  latitudes,  as  well  as  the  habits  of  the  semi-barbarous 
aborigitifs  This  ]iortioTi  of  the  book  will  be  found  by  the  naturalist  as  well  as 
ethnologist  luU  ot  vaiuaini  information." — Globe. 

"  These  '  RevelatioDs'  give  us  a  novel  and  interesting  sketch  of  Siberian  life — the 
habits,  morals,  manners,  religious  tenets,  rites,  nnd  festivals  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
writer's  extraordinary  powers  of  observation,  and  the  graceful  facility  with  which 
she  describes  everything  worthy  of  remark,  render  her  *  Revelations'  as  attvaetive 
and  fudnating  as  tbey  are  original  and  instructive." — Briimmia* 

EIGHT  YEARS 
IN  PALESTINE,  SYRIA,  AND  ASIA  MINOK, 

BT  7.  A.  B-BAZiB,  XSQ.* 

XiATB   ATTACHBD  TO  TBK   COKBULAR    SERVICE  IN  STftlA. 

Second  Edition,  2  vols.,  with  Illustrations,  21s. 

"A  very  agreeable  book.  Mr.  Neale  is  evidently  quite  familiar  with  the 
East,  and  writes  in  a  lively,  shrewd,  and  good-humoured  manner.  A  great 
deal  of  information  is  to  be  found  in  his  pages." — Aiherumm. 

We  have  derived  unmingled  pleasure  from  the  perusal  of  these  interesting 
volumes.  Very  rarely  have  we  found  a  narrative  of  Eastern  travel  so  truthful  and 
just.  There  is  oo  guide-book  we  would  so  strongly  recommend  to  the  traveller 
about  to  enter  on  a  Turkish  or  Syrian  tour  as  this  before  us.  The  narrative  is 
full  of  incident,  and  abounds  iu  vivid  pictures  of  Turkish  and  Levantine  life,  in- 
terspersed with  well-told  tales.  The  author  commences  his  narrative  at  Gaza; 
visits  Askalon,  Jaffa  and  Jerusalem,  Caipha  and  Mount  Carmel,  Acre,  Sidon  and 
Tyre,  Beyrout,  Tripoli,  Antioch,  Aleppo,  Akxandretla,  Adana,  and  Cyprus.  Of 
several  of  these  famous  localities  we  know  no  more  compact  and  clearer  account 
than  that  given  in  these  volumes.  We  have  to  thank  Mr.  Neale  for  one  of  the  best 
books  of  travels  that  we  have  met  with  for  a  very  long  time." — Literary  Gazette, 
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EIGHTEEN  YEARS  ON  THE 

GOLD  COAST  OF  AFRICA; 

INCLUDING  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  NATIVE  TUIIJES,  AND  THEIR 
INTERCOURSE  WITH  I:  r  [(( fITANS. 

BY    BSOJ>XS  OBTJICKSSANS, 

MEMBER  OF  TRB  LEGTSI.ATiyB  COUNCIL,  CAPE  COAST  CA8TLB.   2  VOU.  21s. 

'*  This  is  one  nf  ihp  most  interesting  %vorks  that  ever  ret  came  into  our  hnnrh. 
It  possesses  the  cbarui  of  introducing  us  to  babits  and  mauners  of  the  human 
family  cf  wbteh  before  we  bad  no  conceptjoo.  Before  reading  Mr.  Cn^abank's 
volumes  we  were  wholly  una\vare  of  the  ignorance  of  all  Europeans,  as  to  the 
social  state  of  the  inhabitants  of  Western  Africa.  Mrs.  Beccber  Stowe's  work 
baa,  indeed,  made  us  all  famtfiar  with  the  degree  of  intetUgence  and  the  disposi. 
tious  of  the  transplanted  African  ;  but  it  has  been  reserved  to  Mr.  Cruickshank 
to  exhibit  the  children  of  Ham  in  their  original  state,  and  to  prove,  as  his  work 
poTCS  to  demonatratioD,  that,  by  the  exteiMion  of  a  knowledge  of  the  Goapel,  and 
by  that  only,  can  the  African  be  brought  within  the  pale  of  civilization.  We 
anziotisly  desire  io  direct  public  attention  to  a  work  so  valaable.  An  incidental 
epiaode  in  the  work  is  an  affecting  narrative  of  the  death  of  the  gifted  Letitia 
Elizabeth  Landon  (L.E.L.),  written  a  few  months  after  her  marriage  with 
Governor  Maclean.  It  relieves  the  memory  of  both  husband  and  wife  from  all 
the  Tile  acaiidala  that  have  been  too  long  permitted  to  defile  their  itory." — 
Sfamtard, 

'*  Ihh  work  will  be  read  with  deep  interest,  and  will  give  a  £reah  impulae  to 

the  exertiou&  of  philanthropy  and  religion." — John  BulL 


LIFE  IN  SWEDEN, 

WITH  EXCURSIONS  IN  NORWAY 
AND  DENMARK, 

B7  SBIiZNA  BUJUBUHY.  2  Tola.  Sla. 

"  The  author  of  this  clever  work  never  misses  alively  ik^h.  Her  descriptions 
of  life  in  Sweden  and  Norway  are  all  piquant,  and  most  of  them  instructive, 
innstratlng  northmi  fife  in  all  its  phases,  from  the  palace  to  the  cottage.  The 

V  tk  is  well  calculated  to  excite  in  the  English  public  a  desire  to  visit  scenes 
which  have  as  yet  heeu  exposed  to  the  view  of  few  travellers." — Daily  News. 

**  Two  delightful,  well-informed  volumes,  by  a  lady  of  much  acuteness,  lively 
imagination,  and  shrewd  observance.  The  whole  work  is  full  of  deligbtfid 
remembrances  touched  off  with  the  skill  of  an  accomplished  artist  in  pen  and  ink, 
and  it  can  be  safely  recommended  to  the  reader,  as  the  freshest,  and  most 
certainly  the  trutbfullest  publication  upon  the  North  tliat  has  of  late  years  been 

given  to  the  world." — Observer. 

"  There  is  an  inexpressible  charm  in  Miss  Bunbury's  narrative.  Nothing 
escaped  ha  watchfnl  attention  and  her  descriptioni  have  a  piquancy  and  lifattnesa 
whidi  gmtly  enhance  their  interest"— i9Wfajiiij«. 
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NARRATIVE  OF  A 

FIVE  YEARS'  RESIDENCE  AT  NEPAUI. 

BY  CAPTAIN  THOMAS  SMITH, 

Late  Assistant  Political-Resident  at  Nepaul.    2  v.  post  8vo.  21s. 

**No  man  could  be  better  qualified  to  describe  Nepaul  than  Captain  Smith; 
and  his  concise,  but  clear  and  graphic  account  of  its  history,  its  natural  produc- 
tions, its  laws  and  customs,  and  the  character  of  its  v  ir'H.!:  inhabitants,  is  very 
agreeabk  and  instructive  reading.  A  separate  chapter,  nui  liie  least  entertaining 
in  the  book,  is  dSTOted  to  anecdotes  of  the  Nepaulese  mission,  of  whom,  ud  of 
their  visit  to  Emope^  many  remarkable  stories  are  tdd.^-^/'M/. 


CANADA  AS  IT  WAS,  IS,  AND  MAI  BE 


Bt 


LATE  LlEUTKNAKT-CoLONBL  Sl&  TL  B0X1«TCA<TLB. 

With  an  Account  erf  Recent  Transactions, 


BY  SIB  J.  E.  ALEXANDER,  K.I..S.,  *c.   9  v.  with  Maps,  &c.  21s. 

"  These  volumes  offer  to  the  British  public  a  dear  and  trustworthy  statemont 
of  the  aftin  of  Canada;  a  nanativo  of  the  lata  trotibleB,  thdr  cansea  and 

consequences ;  an  account  of  the  policy  pursued  in  the  colony,  and  the  effects 
of  the  immense  public  works  in  progress  and  completed;  with  sketches  of 
loealHtea  and  scenery,  amusing  anecdotes  of  personal  observation,  and  generally 
every  information  which  may  be  of  use  to  the  traveller  or  settler,  and  the  uulitary 
and  political  reader.  The  information  rendered  is  to  be  thoroughly  relied  on  as 
vwndous,  full,  and  conclusive." — Me»»enget, 


STAIN    AS    IT  IS.. 

BY  O.  A.  HOSXIK8,  BSQ.     8  TOla.  21b. 

'*  To  die  tonriit  tlUairotk  irill  prove  invahiaUe.  It  is  the  moat  oonmlete  and 
mteRatinnportniliifeof  Spam  that  hia  ever  eome  imdar  ear  notice."— /oAisAilL 

FIVE  lEAES  IK  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

BY  GHABIiES  W.  DAY,  ICB^    8  vols.  Sla. 
"  It  would  be  unjust  to  deny  the  vigour,  brilliancy,  and  varied  interest  of  this 
work,  the  abundant  stores  of  anecdote  and  iat«rest,  and  the  copious  detail  of 
loenl  hahita  end  pecniiaritiea  in  each  island  visited  hi  suooessiQn."~me. 

NAVAL  AllCHITECTURE: 

A  TREATISE  ON  SHIPBUILDING,  AMD  THE  BIG  OF  CUPPSBS, 

WITH  aveOBSTIONS  FOR  A  VKW  MKTHon  OF  T  AYTNO  oowN  ▼aSSBLa. 

BY  LORD  BOBEBT  MONTAQU.  luJ/L 

Second  Edition,  with  54  Diagrams.  6s. 

*<  Lord  Montagu's  work  will  be  equally  valuable  to  the  ship-builder  and  the 
BT— to  ttie  maimer  and  the  eonuunder  of  yachta."~</.  8,  MMmi»» 
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MEMOIRS  OF  JOHN  ABEENETHY,  E.R.S., 

WITH  A  VIEW  OF 

HIS  WBITINGS,  LECTURES,  AND  CHABACTER. 

BY  oxoBoa  KAmiWAiv.  vjuas., 

Autbor  «f  **  Uedidiie  and  Snfuwy  Out  IndnetlTe  Sotaeor" 

2  V.  post  8vo.,  with  Portnit.  21s.    (Jwt  Beady.) 


lAMIlY  ROMANCE; 

OB^  DOMESTIC  ANNALS  OF  THE  ABISTOGRACT. 

BT  9*  BBBJVABD  BVBXII*  X8<1., 

Autbor  of  "The  Peerage,"  "  Anecdotes  of  the  Aristocracy,"  *c.  2  roh.  21«. 

Among  the  many  other  interesting  icgt^adij  and  romantic  family  histories  com- 
prised in  these  Tolumes,  will  be  found  the  following:— Th«  wonderful  narrative 
of  Maria  Stella,  Lady  Newboroagh,  who  claimed  on  such  strone  evidence  to  be  a 
Princess  of  the  House  of  Orleans,  and  disputed  the  identity  o£  Louis  Philippe — 
The  story  of  the  humble  marriage  of  the  beautiful  Countess  of  Slntbmore,  and 
tbe  fate  of  her  only  child — The  Leaders  of  Fashion,  from  Cramontto  D'Or^ay — 
The  rise  of  the  celebrated  Baron  Ward,  now  I'riiue  Minister  at  Farma — ^The  curious 
claim  to  tlie  Btridom  of  Cmwfbrd— The  Strange  Vidssitudes  of  oar  Gnat  ImiBlei, 
replete  with  the  most  romantic  details — The  story  of  the  Kirkpatrirk^  of  Close- 
han  (the  ancestors  of  the  French  Empress),  and  the  remarkable  tradition  associ- 
ated with  them— The  Legond  of  tiw  Irfunbloiia— TlMtoMoaliaii  in  oar  mm  tiflM 
of  the  famous  prediction  as  to  the  Earls  of  Mar — Lady  Ogilvj't  cacopO"  The 
Beresfurd  and  Wynyard  ghost  stories,  correctly  told — &c.,  &c. 

'*  It  were  impossible  topndaeioo  highly  as  a  work  of  amusement  these  two  most 
iaienesting  volumes,  whether  we  should  have  regard  to  its  excellent  plan  or  its 
not  Ir^s  excellent  execution.  The  volumes  are  just  what  ou^ht  to  be  found  on 
every  drawing-room  table.  Here  yon  have  nearly  fifty  captivating  romances,  with 
the  |nth  of  all  thdr  interest  preserved  in  undiminished  poignancy,  and  tuf  me 
may  be  read  in  half  an  hour.  It  is  not  the  least  of  their  merits  that  the'romances 
are  founded  ou  lad — or  what,  at  least,  has  been  handed  down  for  truth  by  long 
tradition — and  the  romance  of  reality  far  exceeds  the  romance  of  fiction.  Each 
storv  is  told  in  thp  elear,  iinnffe'ctefl  style  Arith  which  the  author's  former  \\Tirks 
have  made  liie  public  familiar,  while  tlieyalturd  evidence  of  tlie  vdlue,  even  to  a 
work  of  amusement,  of  that  historical  and  genealogical  learning  that  may  iustly 
be  expected  of  the  autbor  of  '  The  Peerage  and  Baronetage,'  and  '  The  Landed 
Gentry' — each  the  b^t  of  its  kind  ever  published.  The  aristocracy  and  gentry 
owe.  indeed,  a  great  debt  to  Mr.  Bnrice  at  their  tsMoSLj  historiaii.*'-^«uM: 

"  The  veqr  reading  for  ae»>iide  or  flre-iide  in  our  houre  of  idleneM."— ^flAc* 

naum. 

"A  work  of  most  entertaining  reading,  not  without  points  of  pubhc  and 
hiBtorical  ioteraet."— X^tfiwy  GoMtUe, 
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SAM  SLICK'S  WISE  SAWS 
AND  MODEAN  INSTANCES; 

OB,  WHAT  HE  S.UXi,  DID,  OR  IKVEK'i'ED. 

Second  Edition.  2  vols,  post  8vo.  21s. 

"  We  do  not  fear  to  predict  that  these  delightful  volumes  will  b«  the  most 
popular,  at,  beyond  dkrabt,  they  are  the  beet  of  all  Judge  HaUbnrtwi'a  admirable 

works.  The  '  Wise  Saws  and  l^Iodern  Instances'  evince  powers  of  imagination 
and  expression  far  beyond  what  even  bis  former  publications  could  lead  any  one 
to  ascribe  to  the  author.  We  have,  it  ie  true,  long  been  fiimiliar  vrith  hie  quaint 
hiiTTiour  and  racy  narrative,  hut  the  volnuies  before  ns  take  a  loftier  range,  and 
are  so  rich  in  fun  and  good  sense,  that  to  oflfer  an  extract  as  a  sample  would  be 
•a  ii^nstice  to  author  and  reader.  It  Is  one  of  the  pleasaDtest  books  we  ever 
read,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  it." — Standard. 

*'  Let  Sam  Slick  go  a  mackarel  fishing,  or  to  court  in  England— let  him  ventm» 
alone  among  a  tribe  of  the  saueiest  ring^e  -women  that  ever  banded  themsehres 
together  in  electric  cliain  to  tnrn  tables  or  to  mystify  man — our  hero  always 
manages  to  come  off  with  fiying  colours — to  beat  every  craftsman  in  the  cunning 
of  his  own  calling — to  get  at  the  heart  of  every  maid's  and  matron's  secret. 
The  book  before  us  will  be  read  and  laughed  over.  Its  quaint  and  racy  dialect 
will  please  some  readers— its  abundance  of  yarns  will  amuse  others.  There  is 
something  in  the  volumes  to  suit  readers  of  every  humour.** — Athewtum. 

"  The  humour  of  Sam  Slick  is  inexhaustible.  He  is  ever  and  everywhere  a 
welcome  visitor;  smiles  greet  his  approach,  and  wit  and  wisdom  hang  upon  his 
tongue.  The  present  is  altogether  a  most  edifying  production,  remaikable  aHke 
for  its  racy  humour,  its  sound  philosophy,  the  felicity  of  its  illustrations,  and  the 
delicacy  of  its  satire.  Whether  he  is  making  love  to  Sophy,  or  chatting  with  the 
Prendent  about  English  men  and  manners,  or  telling  ghost  stories,  or  indulging  in 
day-dreams,  or  sketching  the  characters  of  Yankee  skippers,  or  poaching  in  our 
fisheries,  or  enticing  a  British  man-of-war  on  to  a  sand-bar,  he  is  equally  deUgbtful ; 
charming  us  by  the  graphic  vivacity  and  picturesque  quaintness  of  his  descriptions, 
and,  above  all,  by  his  straightforward  honesty  and  truth.  We  promise  our 
readers  a  great  treat  from  the  perusal  of  these  '  Wise  Saws  and  Modern  Instances,' 
which  contain  a  world  of  practical  wisdom,  and  a  treasury  of  the  richest  fun." — 
Morning  Post. 

"  Aa  a  work  embodying  the  cynicism  of  Rochefoucault,  with  the  acuteness  of 
Pascal,  and  the  experience  of  Theopbrastus  or  La  Bruyere,  it  may  be  said  that, 
except  Don  Qoixotc^  the  present  woric  has  no  xivaL"— OftwrKr. 


TRAITS  OF  AMERICAN  HUMOUR. 

EDITED  BY  THE  AUTHOB  OP  "SAM  SLICK,"  3  vols.  3l8.  6d- 

**We  liave  seldom  met  with  a  work  more  rich  in  fun  or  more  generally 
delightful.**— 5^aiMAmf. 

"  No  man  has  done  iTi^re  than  the  facetious  Judge  Haliburion,  through  the 
mouth  of  the  inimitable  '  Sam,'  to  make  the  old  parent  country  recognise  and 
appreciate  her  qneer  transaUantie  progeny.  Hit  present  ooUectkm  of  oomle 
stories  and  laughable  traits  is  a  budget  ci  fan  fuU  of  rich  spedmens  of  American 
humour." —  Giobe. 
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ELECTRA, 

A  STORY  Of  M0D£E1<  TIM£S. 
BY    TBa    ±VTKOn    OF  '^BOGKIVGHAK.'* 

WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS  BY  LORD  OBRALD  FITZGERALD.  3  Vols. 

"  Altogether,  considering  the  powerful  delineations  of  character  and  the 
admirably  grouped  and  often  splendidly  dramatic  scenes  with  which  it  abounds, 
and  its  high  artistic  finish,  the  romance  of  *  Electra,'  more  than  worthy  of  the 
author  of  '  Rockingham/  will  Uke  a  distiiigiiished  place  among  the  iio?elB  of  the 
season." — JoAh  Dull. 

**  A  talfl  of  uniuail  intereai.  The  anthor  of  *  Rockingham'  has  developed  his 
powers  more  fully  in  '  Electra'  than  in  any  former  effort  of  his  genius.  The 
volumes  are  embellished  with  illualrations  by  Lord  Gerald  Fitzgerald,  in  a 
sketchy  and  aitiitiie  manner,  that  add  eomidcraUy  to  tho  dnddatkMi  of  the 
atoiy«"'-if«iM«if«r. 

CHARLES   AUG  HESTER. 

DEDICATED  TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  B.  DISRAELI.     3  VOlS. 

**  Were  it  not  for  Music,  we  might  in  these  days  say,  the  Beautiful  is  dead." — 
IHmmtirt  **  Lurd  Gtorg*  Beniiwek.** 


THE  YOUNG  HEIRESS. 

BT  KB8.  TBOIiI^OPB.  8  Tcda. 

"  In  our  opinion  '  The  Young  Heiress'  is  much  the  best  of  Mrs.  TroUope't 
novels.    Tlie  charactprs  arc  drawn  with  uncommon  vigour." — Standard, 

"  •  The  Young  Heiress'  cannot  faU  to  be  highly  popular.  TIm  knowledge  of  tho 
world  which  Mrs.  TroUope  possesses  in  10  eminent  a  degree  ii  itrDngly  exhibited 
in  the  pages  of  this  novel." — Obterver. 

"  A  tale  full  of  romance  and  interest,  which  will  not  fail  to  nin  in  Ifea.  Tkol- 
hipe's  distii^niiahed  talent  an  additional  meed  of  ptqpntaaitjr."— JoAii  Butt, 


The  DEAN'S  DAtTGHTEB, 

OR,  THE  DAYS  WE  LIVE  IN. 

BY  MRS.  GORE.  3  v. 

-  One  of  the  bait  of  Mn.  Gok*i  atorlM. 
The  volume  are  atiewed  wttli  ■mart  sud 
■parkling  epigraiD.**— JTefNAv  CAfWM<0l». 


OASTIiE  AVOIT. 

By  the  Author  of 

"EMILIA  WYNDHAM,"  &c.  3  v. 

** '  Castle  Avon'  is,  in  our  judgment,  one  of 
themoBt  auecassAdortlw  autbor^  wwrka,** 

—Pott. 


LADY  MAKION.       THE  LONGWOODS 

BYMRS.W  FOSTER.  3  V.         |       OF  THE  QBANaB. 

a.;;j':',  ^^tr;:  i.';^;^h;!:S  5ui;^^ ;       cy  the  Author  of 


Wellington's  niece  upon  the  tUle-pafe  to 
commend  It  to  the  novel  readers  of  the 
fashionable  world,  nor  will  its  popularity  be 
confined  to  the  clrtlea  In  which  its  author- 
■hip  wilt  impart  to  U  additioDat  loterest. 
The  work  givt  ^  evi  lence  of  takDtofnocoin- 
moD  order."— i/oAn  BiM» 


"ADEI  AIDE  LINDSAY."  3  v. 

"  '  The  L-ongwoodt*  are  a  family  (croup,  !n 
the  story  of  whose  life  romance  readers  will 
find  a  charm  and  an  Intpreat  aimilar  to  that 
which  attends  tl  e  ii  nili  of  tbe  *71carof 
Waitefleld.'  "-Daily  New. 
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HARBT  MUIB; 

A   STOBT   OF   SCOTTISH  LIFE. 

B7  THB  AUTHOBOI'  ''KABOJLBBT  lK±inXVr>,- 

Second  Edition.   3  vols,  post  8vo. 

"  We  prefer  '  Harry  Muir'  to  most  of  the  Scottish  novels  that  have  appeared 
since  Gait's  domestic  stories.  This  new  tale,  by  the  author  of '  Margaret  Maitland,' 
ia  a  r^tl  picture  of  the  weakness  of  man's  nature  and  the  depths  of  woman's  kind- 
ness. The  narrative,  to  repeat  our  praise,  is  not  one  to  be  entered  on  or  pcrted 
from  without  our  regard  for  its  writer  being  increased." — Athenmtm. 

**  A  pktoie  of  life,  everywhere  geDuine  in  fe^af ,  petfeet  in  txpttmAen." — 

Examiner. 

"Tlii«^  is  incomparably  the  best  of  the  author's  work?.  In  it  the  brilliant 
proriubc  ittforded  by  '  Margaret  Maitland'  has  been  fully  realised,  and  now  there 
can  be  no  question  that,  for  grapbic  pietuiet  of  Soottish  life,  the  author  is 
entitled  to  be  ranked  aeoood  to  none  imong  modem  writers  of  ^tion,"— 'Cale- 
donian Mercury, 

BY  SBB  SAIDB  AVXmtt. 


ABAK  QBABME 

OF  MOSSGBAt. 
SnooBin  BnmoK.  S  toIb. 

"  A  Btory  avvakening  genuine  emotionB  of 
tntemt  aad  delight  iqr  its  admlfaUc  pictarei 
«f  Seottlah  nik  ud  aeenay.*'— i>Mf. 


OAIaBB  VXBIiD. 

A  TALE  OF  THE  PURITANS. 

Cheaper  Edition.  1  v,  6? 

"Thlt  beautiful  production  '^.s  every  way 
worthy  of  it«  author's  repiitaiiiin  In  the 
my  ftnt  luk  of  ooatempwrsry  writers.*'-* 


DARIEN;  OB,  TH£  MERCHANT  PRINCE. 

BT  aXiIOV  WASB VBVOir.  Beoond  Sdition.  S  ytHm, 

**  The  scheme  for  the  e(donteation  of  Darien  by  Scotchmen,  end  the  openinf 

of  a  communication  between  the  East  and  West  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
furnishes  the  foundation  of  this  story,  which  is  in  ail  respects  worthy  of  the 
high  reputation  which  the  author  of  the  '  Creecent  and  the  Cross*  had  already 
made  for  himself.  The  early  history  of  the  Merchant  Prince  introduces  the 
reader  to  the  condition  of  Spain  under  the  Inqtiisition ;  the  portraitures  of 
Scottish  life  which  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the  narrative,  are  full  of  spirit ; 
the  scenes  in  America  exhibit  the  state  of  the  natives  of  the  new  world  at  that 
period ;  the  daring  deeds  of  the  Buccaneers  supply  a  most  romantic  element  in 
the  story ;  and  an  additional  interest  is  infused  into  it  by  the  introduction  of 
various  celebrated  characters  of  the  period,  such  as  Law,  the  French  financier, 
and  Paterson,  the  founder  of  the  Bank  of  England.  All  these  varied  ingredients 
are  treated  with  that  brilUancy  of  style  and  powerful  descriptive  talent,  by  which 
the  pen  of  Bliot  Warbuton  was  ao  eminentlj  diatln8uibed.'*-~/ejlfi  BuU, 


THE  FIRST  LIEUTENANT'S  STORY. 

"  As  a  tracing  of  the  workings  of  human  passion  and  prindple^  the  book  ie  fidl 
of  exquisite  be«i^»  deUeaqr,  and  tendemeas."— i>«4y  N«wt. 
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irirOI.B  WAI^TEB. 

BY  MRS.  TROLLOPE,  3  v. 

"'Uncle  Walter*  ti  an  exceedingly  enter* 
talning  novel.  It  aBium  Mr*.  TroUopc  more 
Uuui  ever  in  b«r  jpositlon  m  one  of  ttw  ablest 
fteltoo  vritm  oftlie^/'— JT^riiiiv  PMt- 

ADA  GBESHAM. 

AN  AUT0BI06KAPBT. 

BT  MAKY  ANNE  LUPTON.  S  t. 

"  Ada  Greshaii  \s  entitled  to  »  bigh  (i!  h  p 
unoof  modern  works  of  ietlaa.'*— Standard. 

BROOMHILL ; 

OR,  THE  COUNTY  BEAUTIES. 

*' '  Broomblir  Is  a  tale  of  life  In  polite 
todety.  Tbe  dialogue  is  easy— tbe  InMKtt 
ia  srell  sustained." — Athtfuettm. 

"  A  refined  Ititeiltgence,  and  an  Intimate 
knowledge  of  Mod  todc^,  are  diaoemlbU  in 
cveqr  wqpler.**— fllMe. 

THE  KIITNEABS. 
A  SCOTTISH  BTORT.  St. 

"  We  heartily  commend  tbis  atory  to  tbe 
attention  of  our  readers  for  Ita  power,  aim- 
pliclty,  and  trutb.  None  can  read  ita  Imprea- 
sive  rccMnd  without  interte^and  few  wltiM>a( 

MARY  SEAHAM. 

BY  MRS.  GREY, 

Author  of  "  The  Gambler's  Wife."  3  v. 

Equal  toanyroffmeraotiillif  Ittantluir.*' 
— Athtn4eum. 

"An  admirable  work — a  powerftilly  con- 
ccived  Bovel»  liraaded  oa  a  plot  of  Mfdt 
nani  and  draaaaile  laten8l.*'--JWI»  BM, 


AMY  PAUL. 

A  TALE.    2  V. 

"Tbere  ia  a  family  likeneia  to  'Eugene 
Aram'  in  this  powerfully  written  romance. 
The  moral  )s  well  worked  out.  Tbe  sltua- 
doiii  are  well  iaia«iited,aiMl  ponrtnjed  witli 
htgHlr  diMWite  dfcetT*— JMiTBHiir 

JACOB  BENDIXEH. 

BY  MARY  HO  WITT.   3  t. 

"  Tbis  tale  bas  tbe  fascination  and  tbe  value 
of  a  gilmpae  Into  a  moat  atraage  trorkU  Wa 
ftaaMlly  •mmaaBd  tke  n»nltJ*~Mkt»mm, 

The  LOST  INHERITANCE. 

"  A  cbarming  tale  of  faahlonaUa  lifc  aad 

tender  passions."— G/ofti*. 


AUNETTB.  a  Tole. 
BT  W.  F.  DBAOOH. 

"With  a  Memoir  of  the  Aathor,  by  the 
Hon.  Sir  T.  N.  Talfourd,  D.C.L.  3  t. 

"'Annette'  Is  a  stirring  tale,  and  bas 
enough  In  it  of  life  and  interest  to  keep  It 
for  some  years  to  come  In  request.  The 
prefatory  memoir  by  Sir  Thomas  Talfourd 

would  be  at  all  times  Interesting,  nor  the  less 

80  for  cuiitaining  tviu  li,ii[.r  U'ttfra  t'r.iiil  Sir 

Waiter^^^cott^to^ltfr.  Ueacon,  full  of  gentle 

CONTFESSIONS  OF  AK 

ETONIAN. 
BT  C.  ROWCROFT,  ESQ.  3  v. 

"The  life  of  rm  Etonian— bis  pranks,  his 
follies,  bis  loN  tfs,  hti  fortunes,  and  mlifor- 
tujius  — hLT'j  amusingly  drawn  ami  tuipiiHy 
cu!  uin  d  by  an  accomplished  artist.  Tbe 
wori<  IS  full  of  anecdote  and  lively pabtUHif 
of  men  and  manoera."— 

HBinr  TALBOT. 

BY  MISS  PENNEFATHER.   3  v. 

"Miss  Pennefather  bas  in  this  work 
evinced  much  literary  ability.  Tbe  faaUon* 
able  circle  in  which  the  priodpal  pefMnagB 
of  tbe  novel  moves  is  drawB  mtk  •  boM  aod 
grapbte  peacU."'— -CMoAe. 

THE  BEUa  OF  THE 
VILLAOE. 

By  the  Author  of 

"  Thf  Olf]  English  Gentleman."  3  V. 

"An  admirable  stonr.  It  may  take  Ita 
place  by  tbe  side  of  "nw  Old  Sai^dl Oo^ 
tleaiaa.''WoAis  Butt, 

FANKY  DENNISON. 

"  A  novel  of  more  than  onUoaifOMrit.  An 
eccUing  story,  crowded  Willi  ton«Btl«  iwU 
deiit8."^jrofii<Hr  i>0at. 

OEOILB; 

OR,  THE  PERVERT. 

By  the  Autlior  of  "  Rockingham."  1  t. 

"  We  cannot  too  highly  recommend  tbta 
remarkable  work.  It  is  earnest  and  elo- 
quent* charitable  and  klndlVp  aad  fbll  of 
atranf  aod  genuine  IwtCTail*'^— Oranioto. 


The  LADY  and  the  PBIEST. 
BY  MRS.  MABERLY.  3 


TRE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 


Pablished  on  the  Isfc  of  ewtj  Montti,  Price  3e.  6<t. 

COLBURN'S  UNITED  SERVICE  MAGAZINE, 

AN]> 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  JOURNAL. 


This  popular  periodical,  which  has  now  been  established  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  embraces  subjects  of  such  extensive  variety  and  powerful 
interest  as  must  render  it  scarcely  less  acceptable  to  readers  in  geaeral 
than  to  the  memhera  of  those  prmessions  for  whose  use  it  is  more  par- 
ticularly intended.  Independently  of  a  succession  of  Original  Papers 
on  innumerable  interesting  subjects,  Personal  Narratives,  Historical 
Incidents,  Correspondence,  &c.,  eacii  number  comprises  Biographical 
Memoirs  of  Eminent  Officers  of  aU  branches  of  service,  ReTtews  of  New 
Publications,  either  iinniediately  relating  to  the  Army  or  Navy,  or  in- 
volvinjt  subjects  of  utility  or  interest  to  the  members  of  either,  Full 
Reports  of  Trials  by  Courts  Martial,  Distribution  of  the  Army  md  Navy, 
General  Orders,  Circulars,  Promotions,  Appointments,  Births,  Marriages. 
Obituary,  &c.,  with  all  the  Naval  and  Mihtary  Intelligence  of  the  Month. 


"This  is  confessedly  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  attractive  periodicals  of  which 
the  British  press  can  boast,  presenting  a  wide  field  of  entertainment  to  the 
general  as  well  as  professional  reader.  The  suggestions  for  the  benefit  of  the 
two  services  are  distinguished  by  vigour  of  sense,  acute  and  practical  observation, 
an  ardent  love  of  discipline,  tempered  by  a  high  sense  of  justice,  honour,  and  a 
tender  regard  for  tlie  welfare  and  comfort  of  our  soldiers  and  seamen." — Globe. 

"  At  the  head  of  those  periodicals  which  furnish  useful  and  valuable  information 
to  their  pecoliar  classes  Ot  readers,  as  well  as  amusement  to  the  general  body  of 
the  public,  must  be  placed  the  '  United  Service  Magazine,  and  Naval  and  Military 
Journal.'  It  numbers  among  its  contributors  almost  all  those  gallant  spirits  who 
have  done  no  less  honour  to  their  country  by  their  swords  than  by  their  pens, 
and  abounds  with  the  most  interesting  discussions  on  naval  and  military  affairs, 
and  stirring  narratives  of  deeds  of  arms  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Every  informa- 
ti(m  of  value  and  interest  to  both  the  Services  is  culled  with  the  greatest  diligence 
from  every  available  source^  and  the  correspondence  of  varioai  distinguished 
officers  which  enrich  its  pages  is  a  feature  of  great  attraction.  In  short,  the 
'  United  Service  Magazine'  can  be  recommended  to  every  reader  who  possesses 
that  attachment  to  his  country  which  should  make  him  look  with  the  dewiest 
interest  on  its  naval  and  military  resources." — Sun. 

"  This  truly  national  periodical  is  always  full  of  the  most  valuable  matter  for 
prdesrional  men."— ^Jfoniiiii^  HetaUL 

HURST  AND  BLACKETT,  PUBLISHERS, 

SUCCESSORS  TO  HENKY  COLBURN, 
IS,  O&JBAT  MAELBOROVOH  BT&EXT. 
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PUBLISHED   FOE   HENEY   COLBURN  • 
BT  HIS  SnCGESSOBS^  HUBST  AND  BL  ACKBTT, 

13,  GREAT  MAKLBOROUGH  STREET. 

HEW  EDITION  OF  THE  LIVES  OF  THE  aUEENS. 

How  complete,  in  Eight  Octavo  Volumes  (comprising  from  60U  to  700 pagea\pric*  10«.6<^. 
each,  elegantly  bound,  either  of  which  mag  be  Jiad  Mpmvttfy,  to  con^me  Mtfc 

LIVES 

07  TRS 

QUEENS  OF  E^IGLA^fD. 

BY  AGNES  STRICKLAND. 

A  Hew,  Revised,  and  Cheaper  Edition, 

embellishjED  with  poetbaits  op  eyeey  queen. 

KBJLJmWUVUt  JWQVMD  VBOM  TIOS  MOST  AVTHSMIIC  flOVJiOKB. 

In  aonouDomg  the  completion  of  the  new,  revised,  and  greatly 
augmMit^  Edition  of  this  important  and  interesting  work,  which 

has  been  consiclered  unique  in  bioopraphical  literattire,  the  publishers 
beg-  to  direct  nttention  to  the  foilowui^:!^  extract  from  the  author's 
preface: — *' A  revised  edition  of  the  'Lives  of  tlie  Queens  of  Eng- 
uuicl,'  embodying  the  important  collections  wHeh  have  been  brought 
to  I^ht  nnce  the  appearance  of  earlier  impressions,  is  now  ofiered 
to  the  world,  embellished  with  Portraits  of  every  Queen,  from  au- 
thentic and  properly  ycrified  sources.  The  series,  commencing 
with  the  consort  of  William  the  Conqueror,  occupies  that  most  inte- 
resting and  important  period  of  our  national  chronology,  &om  the  death 
of  ihe  last  monarch  of  the  Anglo*Saxon  line,  Edward  the  ConfeasoTy  to 
the  demise  of  the  last  sovereign  of  the  royal  house  of  Stuart,  Queen 
Anne,  anfl  comprises  therein  thirty  queens  who  have  worn  the  crown - 
matrimonial,  and  four  the  regal  diadem  of  this  realm.  We  have  related 
the  parentage  of  every  <jueen,  described  her  education,  traced  the  in- 
fluence of  mmily  connexions  and  nationd  habits  on  her  oonducti  botit 
puUie  and  private  and  given  a  comase  outfine  of  ibe  domestic,  aa  wali 
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as  the  general  luetorjr  of  her  times^  twd  its  effecta  oa  her  character, 
•nd  we  tiam-dbntiflbinifli  singlfaniM  of  btari^  wttaiiBi  bj  idfiah 
intensts  or  nanow  views.  Such  as  tliey  were  in  life  we  ham  endea- 
Youred  to  portray  thena,  both  ia  good  and  ill,  without  regudto  a&j 
other  orvna'iderations  than  the  development  of  the  facts.  Their  sayinj^g, 
their  doing's,  their  manners,  their  costume,  will  be  found  faithfully 
chronicled  in  ihm  worii,  wliicU  also  includes  the  most  interesting  of 
tlieir  letters.  The  hoj^  thai  ihe  *  lives  of  the  Queens  of  En^hmd ' 
might  be  regarded  as  a  sational  work,  honourable  to  the  female 
character,  and  generally useffiTtki-seonly, lias  eoceiBlifsA  iwto  the 
OQBfiletuui  o£  tbft.taik.y   

onirioHS  07  trs  PKua. 

"These  volumes  have  the  fiusciaatioo  of  romance  united  to  tlieint^pity  of  lil^tory. 
The  work  is  ■written  by  a  lady  of  considerable  learning,  indefatigable  indnatrj,  and  careful 
judgment.  AU  these  qaalifications  for  a  bdographer  and  an  historian  she  has  brought  to 
li«irilfOBtibasniy«et^]nr.voIamea,«udfiroia  them  has  resnlted. «.  lUuratiTeJateregtipg 
tosDjaed  mm  jn^atJBdytb^tmmg  to  Ittit  portto  sTHMf  wmumi^  tt  whsiihs 
more  refined  researches  of  literature  afford  pleasure  and  instruction.  The  whole^rk 
shotdd  be  read,  and  no  doubt  mil  be  read,  by  all  who  arc  anxious  for  information  It  is  a 
lucid  arraogemeat  of  facts,  derived  from  authentic  sources,  ezhibitmg  a  combination  of 
indnaby,  ksming,  judgment,  and  impartiality,  not  cfhnLiiwt  idHi^in  Uogra|>her8  of 
crowned  ImlbJ''— Times. 

"  A  roraarkablo  and  truly  great  historical  ^ork.  In  this  Bcrics  of  biographies,  in  whici 
the  severe  truth  of  history  takes  almost  the  wildness  of  romance,  it  is  the  singular  merit 
of  Mi^s  btricidand  that  her  research  has  enabled  her  to  throw  new  li^^t  on  many  doubtful 
passages,  to  MiHsfttrthfresli  fiwti^Midtonndar 

has  described  an  interesting  and  valuable  study.  She  has  given  a  most  valriable  contribu- 
tion to  the  lustoryof  England,  atid  vre  hare  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that  no  one  can  be 
sidd  to  possess  an  aocnrate  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  couutiy  who  has  not  studied 
thbtrn]^llrtklld1l«lciwlllel^itt'ihisvnr«dl^BD,  basiMsind  altilwallrtiMHMtar 
ItSBMCb  «n  the  part  of  the  antbot .  lua  of  embellishment  on  the  partof  the  piri>KUiersfcaoll- 
tend  to  make  it  still  morr>  v.iluaUO)  «ad  stiQ  moce  attiMCtn^  HuttitliadteaiarilMifr* 
foinL"-'Mormmg  JlerakL 

**  AmostvataaMe  aad;  lailiiiihiiiig  wwi  Then vnrmitMr  asitlady <f Wily  irKe 
haB^^dsf0^ad^Mrp^tt♦»aor^M^rfci■l  apppoae  aa  MhafltricMani.  Nor  islliiiiii  aiytUig 
whose  works  posses?  ^.  (^rr^per  or-more  enduring  'nterc'^t.  MisS  fltiMJsilA leAO  WCTlW^ 
the  first  literary  kdy  ot  the  age." — Morning  Chronicle. 

«  We  must  prouooiico  Miss  Strickland  beyond  all  comparisou  tke  most  entertaiuiag 
lilstoriaabilliisEiig^hlangnai^.  SlMboertaaii^.awonaa«f  poimiUtiiidaotivaj)^ 
as  well  as  of  scrupulous  justice  and  honesty  of  \axrgm!*'^Morrmy  Po»t, 

"  Miss  Strickland  has  made  a  very  judicious  use  of  many  authentic  MS,  authorities  not 
previously  collected,  and  the  r^olt  is  a  most  interesting  additioa  to  our  bio^^hical 

^'Avaliiableeaiitriba^toUstsrfealfauwIs^  Itoontunsa  msasof  sreiykiad  of 

historical  mittnr  n''  '-trrrt^t.  vrhich  industry  and  rescnrcli  conM  coflsob  VsIlMO  dSdfSd 
much  entertatument and  instruction  irom  the  ym\J*—Atbmmm» 
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PUBLISHED  POB  HENBY  COLBURN. 


FOB.  lS5d. 

A  NEW  EDITION,  REVISED  AND  CORRECTED  THROUGHOUT 
FROM  THE  PEBSOHAL  COMMUNICAiQCIONS  OF 
THE  NOBUkTIT,  &c. 

In  3  ToL  (fiomprWugaa  nmch  mtter  a»  twenty  ordiaary  Tdmna^^ggg.  bonnd. 

The  Mowrog  is  a  IJit  offhtt  Friafli{il  Ooatente 

y.  The  Spiritual  Lords. 
VL  jgttwigjiMohkBMP,  sobiaets  bj  birtb 
of  tho'SMfttt  'Oniwii* 

VII.  Peerages  ckimed.. 

VIII.  Sornames  of  Peers  and  PeeresMi, 
with  Heirs  Apparent  and  Presumptivieit 

US.  Goortesy  titkMf  £ldMt49caft 
XT  Pdanges  of*  tin  Tbiw  ^bgdoms  in 
order  of  Precedence. 
Xr.  Barooet8in<a:der  of  FrecedflDce. 
XII.  Vdrj  GkwwUloni  of  Eni^and  and 

XUI.  Dnif^iten  of  FMn  luanied  to 

Commoners. 

XIV.  A  LI.  THE  0RDXB8  OF.  ESZOHT- 

BaehsMMK 


I.  A  fnll  and  interesting  history  of 
order  of  the  English  Noulity,  showing  its 
origin,  rise,  titles,  iiiiMiiniMes,  pririlegM,  &c. 

II.  A  complete  Maooa  of  the  Queen  and 
Royal  Family,  forming  a  brief  genealogical 
ffistory  of  the  Sovereign  of  this  country,  and 
deducing  the  descent  of  the  Plaatageaets, 
Todors,  StUfurts,  and  Guelphs,  throagn  their 
rarious  ramifications.  To  this  section  is 
mpended  a  list  of  those  Peers  who  inherit 
the  distinguished  honour  of  QnaittfiDg  the 
Bowl  Apm  of  Ptoti^enet.  ^  ^ 

IIL  An  Anfhentio  nble  of  Preoodsnw. 
IV.  A  perfect  History  of  All  tub 
Peers  and  Babo^iets,  with  the  fullest 
details  of  tbdr  aneestan  and  descendants, 

 mpectiag.  vmj  ^  coBatend 

'  oC  BMh  .ftmily,  ,and.  afl  .intormar- 


xir. 

illostiatlons. 


^TfiiHMifec0Bfltlil(13wiiinAoQBvifliMit|  and  lltoxiiiMiMwi  wuA  of  titbiSiii  oftf  f^vnt 

to  the  jnHBa.^  Sim 

"  The  best  genealogical  and  heraldic  dictionary  of  the  Peerage  and  BteoMtBgfif  and  tba 
first  authority  on  all  questions  affecting  the  aristocracy." — Globe. 

**Wf  'ilia  anmliVg  <iuuillly  of  penonal  and  flindly  history,  admiMlli  afnu^pumt  of 
detuls,  and  accuracy  of  information,  this  genealogical  and  hcr.Jilic  fflrtiWMury  is  Trithont  a 
rival.  It  is  now  the  standard  and  acknowledged  book  of  reference  upon  all  questions 
toaching  pedigree,  and  direct  or  collateral  affinity  with  the  titled  aristocracy.  The  lineage 
iif  oadi  dfatingridwd  homa  ii  dodncad  ^utmifi.  all  the  Tariooi  lamMcatMnB.  Every 
aaUateral  bnaoliy  boaiaaai  lanola^  ooBaaotody.iatTntiailBmid  fand.flia^allaMai-  aaa  so 
carefnlly  inserted,  as  to  show,  in  all  instances,  the  connexion  which  so  intimately  exists 
between  the  titled  and  untitled  aristocracy.  We  Lave  also  much,  most  entertaining 
Juatorical  matter,  and  many  vety  curious  and  interesting  iamiiy  traditions.  The  work  is, 
iaMr  aeoBfMvafilifndia  of  tba  whola  tttM  oia—ar-af  ti»tBB|li^  aofptylng  ^  tiie 
information  that  can  possibly  be  desired  on  the  subject." — Morning  Pott, 

"  The  '  Peerage'  and  the '  Landed  Gentry'  of  Mr.  Burke  are  two  works  of  pnbKc  utiHty — 
constantly  referred  to  by  all  classes  of  society,  and  rarely  opened  without  being  found  to 
supply  tlia  iribfmatiffli  aoni^t.  They  arfraieiiiiaiia  of Talii»t»««r  bwhtrf ndhianai  an! 
ffwirboivfiteortalkmaeb  about  Bi^tKAFaOfl  and  BngHih  Landed  Gdmy,  can  irdlba 
looked  on  as  safe  authorities  iriflioaft  a  knoifledgie  of  the  oonlanta  of  Ifr.  BaAa'a-caiafiii 
compilations." — Athenmun. 
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BURKE'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  LANDED  GENTRY 

FOB  1853. 
iSreiualogfcal  Blcttoatg 

OF  THE  WHOLE  OF  THE  UNTITLED  ARISTOdULCY  OF 
ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND,  AND  IRELAND: 
Oomprlaiiig  Fttrticalan  of  KM^OOO  LtdiTidual*  oonnected  with  them* 

In  8  Tolumes,  royal  8vo,  inclading  the  Supplement,  beantifnlly  printed  in  dottbld 
colamns,  compiiaing  mote  matter  than  30  ordinarj  volumes, 
price  onlj  fL  Ss^  eUgantlj  bound, 

WITH  A  SEPARATE  VOLUME  OF  INDEX,  GRATIS. 

COMTAINZKG  BSF£B£SCXS  TO  TUE  KAMSS  OF  £V£BT  PiaWOH  MfiMZIOKSDb 


The  Landed  Gentry  of  England  are  so  closelj  connected  with  the  stirring  records  of  its 
trmiful  iiistory,  that  some  ac^aaiatttoce  with  them  is  a  matter  of  necessit/  with  the  legis- 
lator, tlift  hofytr^  the  hiitorieal  itadittt,  tlin  cpaenlator  in  politics,  and  the  enrioos  in  topo- 
graphical and  antiquarian  lore ;  and  even  the  very  spirit  of  ordinary  curiosity  will  prompt 
to  a  desire  to  trace  the  origin  and  progress  of  those  families  whose  influence  pervades  the 
towns  and  villages  of  our  land.  This  work  famishes  such  a  mass  of  antheatic  iofbnnatum 
inngaid  toantlwprittdpnl  lkimBtsi»thekiiq;domMbMn«mlMiAre1iMnntt^ 
be  brought  together.  It  relates  to  the  untitled  families  of  rank,  as  the  "Peerage  and 
Baronetage" does  to  the  titled,  and  forms,  in  fact,  a  peerage  of  the  nntitled  aristocracy, 
j  It  embraces  the  whole  of  the  landed  interest,  and  is  indispensable  to  the  library  of  every 
genUeman.  Tlie  gmt  cost  attending  the  prodnotion  of  this  Kntiontl  Worlti  tlie  fint  of  its 
kind,  induces  tiie  publisher  to  liepo  thnt  tlit  besds  of  «]1  fkmiliis  mordsd  itt  its 
supply  themselTes  with  oqum. 


*'  A  work  of  this  kmd  is  of  a  national  value.  Its  utility  is  not  merely  temporary,  but  it 
will  exist  and  be  adcnowledged  as  long  as  the  families  whose  names  and  genealogies  are 
recoided  in  it  continue  to  form  an  integral  portion  of  the  English  constitution  As  a  cor- 
rect record  rf  descent,  no  family  should  be  without  it.   The  tmtitled  aristocracy  have  in 

this  great  work  as  perfc  t  ri  dl  tionary  of  their  genealogical  history,  family  connexions',  and 
heraldic  rishts,  as  the  peerage  and  baronetage.  It  will  be  an  enduring' and  trustworthy 

"  A  work  in  which  every  gentleman  will  find  a  domestic  interest,  as  it  contains  the 
fullest  account  of  every  known  family  in  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  a  dictionanr  of  all  : 
names,  families,  and  their  origin,— of  every  man's  neighbour  and  friend,  if  not  of  nis  own  I 
relatives  and  imnaediate  connexions.   It  cannot  fail  to  be  of  the  greatest ntOity  to  profes-  ' 
tional  men  in  their  researches  respecting  the  members  of  different  famQies,  heirs  to  pro- 
perty, &c.  ladssd,  it  will  beooms  as  neONSuyu  n  Dirsetoix  in  eveir  €fltoe.**'--JWrs 
Mwmger. 


Digitized  by  Google 


FUBLISHBD  FOB  HSNRT  COLBUBN. 


5 


DIARY  AKD  CORR£SPOX^D£KC£ 

JOHN  EYELYN,  F:R.S., 

Author  of  "  Sylva,"  lec. 

A  MEW  EDITIOX,  REVISED  AMD  ENLARGED, 

WITH  NUMEROUS  ADDITIONAL  LETTERS  NOW  FIRST 

PUBLISHED. 

mmoBM  yrvm  the  mtw  immoN  ov  mra*  dubt. 

la  4  T<di.y  pott  8to. 
Eitli«r  of  wUch  may  lie  had  leparatelj,  to  complete  Mtt. 


The  Diary  and  Correspondence  of  John  Evelyn  baa  long  been  ref  arded  as  an 
iuraluable  record  of  opinions  and  events,  as  well  as  tbe  most  interesting  expo* 
lition  we  possess  of  the  manners,  taste,  learning,  and  religion  of  this  country, 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  eerenteenth  eentmy.  The  Diary  compziaes  dbMV- 
rations  on  the  politics,  litenitiire^  and  science  of  his  age,  during  his  travels  in 
France  and  Italy ;  his  residence  in  England  towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
Protectorate,  and  his  connexion  with  the  Courts  of  Charles  II  and  the  two 
subsequent  reigns,  interspersed  with  a  v^t  number  of  original  anecdotes  of  the 
most  celebrated  persons  of  that  period.  To  the  Diaiy  is  subjoined  the  Cor- 
respoodenoe  of  Evelyn  with  many  of  his  distinguished  contemporaries;  also 
Original  Letteni  ftom  Six  Edward  Nicholas,  pfirate  secretary  to  KlngClMrlML, 
during  some  important  perioda  of  that  reign,  with  the  King's  answers;  and 
numerous  letters  from  Sir  Edward  Hyde  (Lord  Clarendon^  to  Sir  Edward 
Nicholas,  and  to  Sir  Kichard  Brown,  Ambassador  to  France,  during  the  ezilo 
of  fho  British  Court 

A  Keir  Edition  of  this  interesting  vork  having  beoi  long  demsndod,  the 
gioatnt  pains  hare  been  taken  to  render  it  as  complete  as  possible,  bya  caref^ 
rc-cxamination  of  the  original  ilanuscript,  and  by  illustrating  it  ^vith  such 
annotations  as  will  make  the  reader  more  conversant  with  the  numerous  sub> 
jects  referred  to  by  the  Diarist. 

"It  has  been  justly  observed  that  as  long  as  Virtue  and  Science  hold  their 
abode  in  this  island,  the  memory  of  Evelyn  will  be  held  in  the  utmost  venera- 
tion. Indeed,  no  change  of  fashion,  no  alteration  of  taste,  no  revolution  of 
science,  have  impaired,  or  can  impair,  his  celebrity.  The  youth  who  looks 
forward  to  an  inheritance  which  he  is  under  no  temptation  to  increase,  will  do 
well  to  bear  the  example  of  Erelyn  in  his  mind,  as  containing  nothing  but  what 
is  imitable,  and  nothing  but  what  is  good.  All  persons,  indeed,  may  find  in 
his  chanu:ter  something  for  imitation,  but  for  an  English  gentleman  ho  is  the 
petftct  modoL"— Qsorier^  Sievmw, 
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INTEttESXING  WOiliiS 


LIY£S  Of  .M£  PMKC£SS£S  Of  EKfiLlND. 

By  MRS.  EVHRETT  GEEEN, 

EDITOE  OF  THE  "LETTERS  OF  EOYAL  AND  IIXUSTBIOXJS  LADIES. 
4  ToU.,  post  8vo,  -with  Illustrations,  10s.  6d.  each,  bound. 


OPINIONS  OF  THE  PRESS. 
^'Amost  agrMable  book.    Ihb  autborefits,  already  fayoorably  known  to  the  learned 
irocld  bj  htt  ttaeodlent  edtection  «f  ■latteis  of  Bojal  and  Ohutrioas  Ladka,"  hu 
executed  Jbsr  .task  with  great  skill  and  fidelity.  Every  page  displaji  cavefol  wacaadi 

and  accnracy.  There  is  a  graceful  combination  of  sonnd,  historical  erudition,  with  an  aSr 
of  romance  and  adventure  that  is  highly  pleasing,  and  renders  the  work  at  once  an  agreeahte 
coiniiMdinof.tlwbovdofrtandaTalnidbto  lba.<3i«en 
lias  aBtand  upon  an  untrodden  path,  and  gives  to  her  biographies  an  air  of  fireshness  and 
novelty  very  alluring.  Tlie  first  tvrn  vo!-Tmes  (including  tlic  Livea  of  twenty-five  Princesses) 
carry  us  from  the  daughters  of  the  Conqueror  to  the  family  of  Edward  I. — a  highly  inte- 
resting periodf  replete  with  cnrions  iDiiatnttioDa  of  the  genius  and  manners  of  the  Middle 

'A^mm     .  <^.a3-  .^bm^Lw    ^  LUL  ^Mii  >1|/.|T|  -*-  .-J.  T|    film  fill       -    -   »_»  

ikffBt  pvoo  vuiU|  irau  WW  iTuunuiiiMB  tn  tmr  sjuicjiiiniuii  atdnkv  ura^  yMnm  oi 
tbe  iimts  tfaai^veirthe  grapliie,  timq^  dehwve,  pendlof^9o0tt  and  Jaaaei.*— Ih'  Ummtia, 

"The  vast  utility  of  the  task  tmdertakcn  ly  the  gifted  author  of  this  interesting  book 
can  only  be  equalled  by  the  skill,  ingenuity,  and  rcscarcli  displayed  in  its  accomplishment. 
"The  field  Mrs.  Green  has  selected  is  an  untrodden  one.  Mrs.  Green,  on  giving  to  the  world 
"tiwoTk  wbRb  lAU  niUeusloiinivo  at  ftOMTKClidMOifthe  privatohiatoi'iM and  personal 
characters  of  the  royal  ladies  of  England,  kas  done  suffidMKfc  to  entitle  her  to  the  respect 
and  gratitude  of  the  oonntiy.  The  labour  of  her.task  was  exceedingly  grett,  involrinfr 
reoeatdies,  not  only  into  EngUshxeconls  4fid..chsQiucleS}Juit  into  .those  of  aimost  every 
.diilieed  country  in  JSnntpo.  Iboafyle  oflfn.  Onn  iagdninlb.  She  Jia&  aJne jcr- 
OffUnii  of  riwriinliiwo  vtii  ■  piiirfmf ing  spirit  of  obflervatien^uUtagolHEauoti^ 

of  judgment.  TIie.iD«iiiai»  «M  tibMjfiaiii^t  «iiih,t]w«jirit  oCxaiitiidkt4Kivwtara.^ 
.McrmngPotL 

"This  work  is  a  worthy  compaiuon  to  Miss  Strickland's  admirable  'Queens  of 
England.'  In  one  respect  the  so^^t-naiter  of  these  volumes  is.  more  interesting,  because 
iy»Buwdifwriaoflthiiitfaotaftho*QiMoaBofEii^^  T]iatoelebntediinoik,aliboiigb 
its  heroines  were,  for  the  most  part,  foreign  Princesses,  related  almost  entirely  to  the  his- 
tory of  this  country.  The  Princesses  of  England,  on  the  contrary,  arc  thenjsclves  English, 
but  their  lives  are  nearly  all  connected  with  foreign  nations.  Their  biographies,  conse- 
quently, aflbrd  no  a  gUmpse  of  tbo  mamien  and  onstomB  of  tbe  diief  'European 
fkiogdoms,  a  circumstance  whidi  not  only  gives  to  tke  mk  thftclim  jof  waety,  but 
-^vhicb  i-^  likely  to  rmder  it  peculiariy  useful  to  the  general  reader,  as  it  Enks  together  by 
association  the  contemporaneous  hisUay  of  various  nations.  The  histories  are  related 
with  an  euneet  simplicity  and  copious  explidtness.  The  reader  is  informed  without 
'being  woaiiecl, mA  aUernatd|7  eoBfened  tj  some  s^iitted  deaet^tiaai,  or  tooebed  1^ 
some  pathetic  or  tender  episode.  We  cordiaSy  oommend  Mrs.  Everett  Gbreen's  production 
to  general  attention  { iLk  (aMMMriljc)  at  wtMiM  birtwy,  aBd.&%  oa  outetiiaiiic  m 
romance.'  '—Sun. 
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THE  LIFE  AND  llEIGN  OF  CHARLES  1. 

By  I.  DISRAELT. 

A  NEW  EDITION.  BEVISED  BY  IJi£  AUTHOE,  AND  EDITED 
BY  niS  SON,  THE  KT.  "HON.  B.  DISRAELI,  M.V. 

a  toIb.,  8yo«  luufona  with  the  "  Curiosities  of  Lit^tore,"  28b.  boiuid. 
"  Bfitm  jthe  nast  impyrimf  ■wnrir  ea  tlie  amporiauit  >age  of  Charles  I.  that 


•MEMOIRS  OF  HORACE  WALPOLE 

AND  HIS  CONTEMPOKAiUES, 
mcLvnuro  amisBovs  oaiamAL  lkttkbsi  fbox  sxaawbskiix  hox. 

EDITED  BY 

ELIOT  WAKBIJKTOJS^. 

'Cheaper Edition,  in  2  vols.  8 vo,  with  Portraits,  16s.  liouad. 

J^erimps  no  name  of  modern  times  is  productive  of  so  many  pleasant 
-Miciations  as  tbatof  '**Horaee  Walpole,"  aodfiecteiiiljr.iio  name  was  ever 
more  iiitinjately  connected  with  so  many  different  subjects  of  importance 
-in  connexion  with  Jjiterature^  Art,  Faahioii«.andPoUtias.  The  position  of 
vttrioiBi  neiabeis  of  .hit  faMi^oonsecting  Horace  Walpole  nvith  ■  the '  Cabi- 
net, the 'Go«rt;wid  the 'Legislature — his  own  intercourse  with  those  clia- 
racters  who  became  remnrkable  for  brilliant  social  and  intellectual  quali- 
ties—andiiis  rej)ulation  as  a  Wit,  a  Scholar,  and  a  Virtuoso,  cannot  fail  to 
fender!  his 'MeoioiiB  equally  amusing  and  isstruciive.  They  nearly  com- 
plete the  chain  of  mixed  personal,  political,  and  literary  liistory,  rr  mmpnc- 
ing  with  "Evehn"  and  "  Pepys,"  and  ending  almost  in  our  own  day  with 
the  histories'or Mr.  Macaulay  and  Lord  Mahon. 

"  These  Memoirs  form  a  necessary  addition  toilw  library  of  every  English 
gentlenjan.    Besides  its  hirtoricn.!  value,  -whicli  i«  very  roiisiderable,  the  work 
.caooot  iw  PKtimnrpf^  tuo  lii^iiiy  as  ^  buok  oi  mere  ^uuusexneut. ' — 6uiJidard. 


MADAME  PULSZKTS  MEMOifiS. 

Comprising  Full  and  Interesting  Details  of 

THE  LATE  EVENTS  IN  HUNGARY, 
With  an  Historical  Introductioa  by  EBAliCIS  PUL6ZKY,  late  Under- 
floBwatsTy  of  l^te  to  JTeEduiBiid,  EmfMsorof  Anetria  and 
Kiiigof  Hniigaiy.  2  toIb.,  poet  Sro^  31a.  hound. 


THE  DIARIES  AND  CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE 

EiiLLS  OF  GLAitEiNSOI  .AND  £OCfi£SI£R; 

Comprising  important  Particulars  of  the  Rerolution,  Ac. 

Fuhlisbed  firam  the  Original  IVISS.  With  Notes.  2  vols.,  with  fine  FortniiB 

and  Plates,  bound,  1^  lis.  6d. 
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USITEBBSTINQ  WOBXS 


BURKE'S  DICTIONARY  OF  THE 

EXTINCT,  DOMMT,  &  ABEYANT  PEEfiAGES 

OF  CNGIAND,  tCOTLMID,  AMP  IREUND. 

Beautifully  prmtcd,  in  1  toI.  8vo,  coDtaining  800  doublf  ;]uma  pages,  2l3.  booncl. 

This  work,  formed  on  a  plan  precisely  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Burke's  popular  Dictionary 
of  the  present  Peerage  and  Baronetage,  comprises  thoee  peerages  whicli  have  been  sas- 
pended  or  extinguished  since  the  Conquest,  particularising  the  members  of  e<icli  family  in 
nach  generation,  and  brindng  the  lineage,  in  all  possible  cases,  through  either  collaterals  or 
females,  down  to  existing lioiiaes.  It  coonectl,  in  many  instances,  the  new  with  th«  old 
nobility,  anJ  it  will  in  all  cases  show  the  cinM  which  has  influenced  the  revival  of  an 
extinct  dignity  in  a  new  creation.  It  shoald  be  parttenlarly  noticed,  that  this  new  work 
appertains  nearly  as  much  to  extant  as  to  extinct  {>ersons  of  dktinsljaBj  for  tboq^ 
dignities  pass  away,  it  rarely  occurs  that  whole  famihes  do. 

CONTENTS. 

1.  Peerages  of  England  extinct  by  failure  of 

issue,  attainder,  &c.,  alplwb«tiea]fy,ae- 
cording  to  SumnTnc". 

2.  Baronies  by  Writ— i^ngiaad— in  abey- 

ance, and  stfll  veited  pnbablj  in  «aiist- 
ing  heirs. 

3.  Extinct  and  Abeyant  Peerages  of  Eng- 

land, according  to  titles, 

i.  Charters  of  Freedom— Mi^gn*  Gbartfr— 

Charter  of  Fnreato. 
».  Bonof  Bnttel  Abbej. 


C,  Peerages  of  Ireland,  extinct  by  failure  ot 
issue,  attainder,  &c,  alffiabetialljr, 
aocordiog  to  Sanuunea. 

7.  Btntau  by  Writ— XidMid-^  abey. 

ance. 

8.  Peerages  of  Ireland,  extinct  and  abey- 

ant, alphabetically,  according  to  Titles. 

9.  Peerages  of  Scotknd,  extinct  Vy  Mure 

of  issae,  attainder,  &c.,  alphabeUeally, 
according  to  Snrnames. 
10.  Extinct  Peerages  of  Scotland,  alpha- 
boticall^,  noordi^g  to  Tftlef. 


MEMOIRS  OF  SCIPIO  DE  BICCI, 

L&TB  BISHOP  OF  PI8X0IA  ASD  PBATO; 

BKFOBMBR  OF  CATHOLICISM  IN  TUSCANT. 
Ghoftper  BfitioD,  2  vols.      lio.  botmd. 

Tl 
at  issue 

txpose  of  the  Romish  Church  Establishment  during  the  eighteenth  centUTi 
abuses  of  the  Jesuits  throughout  the  greater  part  of  Europe.  Many  paxtieiilan  of  the 
most  tlirilling  kind  are  brought  to  light. 


MADAME  CAMPAN'S  MEMOIRS 

OF  THE  COURT  OF  MARIE  ANTOINETTE. 
Cheaper  Edition,  2  vols.  8?o,  with  Portraits,  price  only  128. — The  same  in  French,  7b. 
**  We  Iiave  seldom  pentsed  bo  entertaiiiing  a  wonlr.  It  fa  as  n  mimr  of  ths  meat  aplen- 


did  Court  in  Europe,  at  a  time  wlien  the  monarchy  had  notbevBalloniof  anjafitsbeain^ 
that  it  is  particularly  worthy  of  attention." — Chronick. 


LIFE  AHD  COERESPONDENCE  OF  JOHN  LOCKE. 

ByLOKOKINO.  3T<)lf.l«i. 
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HISTORIC  SCENES. 

By  AGHES  8TBICKLAKD. 

Author  of  Liret  of  the  Queens  of  England,"  &c.  1  Toi.,  post  8to,  degantly 
bound,  with  Portrait  of  tbo  Aufhor,  lOi.  6d. 

"  This  attractive  Tolome  is  replet«  with  interest.  Like  Miss  StrickUnd's  former  works, 

it  will  bf  fnund,  we  doubt  rot,  in  the  hands  of  ymithfr.l  branr^p?;  of  .1  family,  as  well  as 
ia  those  01  their  parents,  to  &U  &Qd  each  of  Avhom  it  cannot  tail  to  be  alike  junusiug  and 
iiistniBtiTfc**«^JWlaiiofa. 


MEMOIRS  OF  LADY  JANE  GREY. 

Bj  SIB  HARBIS  ITICOLAS.   1  vol.,  8to,  bound,  6f. 


GODWIN'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

4  toIb.,  288. 


GENEftAl  PEPFS  NARRATIVE 

OF  THE  ¥AR  IN  ITALY, 

FBOM  1847  to  1850;  INCLUDING  THE  SIEGE  OF  TENIGE. 

Now  lint  piddiilied  fhan  ttie  original  ntlitn  UmBmedsA, 
Ohsspw  Bdittoo,  S  Tols.,  pest  Sto,  ISi.  bound. 

"We  predict  that  posterI|3p  wtU  oooept  Goneral  Pepe  as  the  historian  of  the  great 
ItaUan  moTcmcnt  of  the  nhiiwsentit  oentuiy.  His  work  ia  worthy  of  all  commends* 


mum  ANB  OOKRESFOllDBNCB  OF 

SIR  ROBERT  MURRAY  KEITH,  K.B., 

Mitiister  PlenipoUntiary  at  the  Courts  of  Dresden^  QmenhageHf  and  Vienna^ 
from  1769  to  1798 ;  wiA  Biographical  Memoir*  of 

OTEEN  CAROLINE  MATILDA,  SISTER  Of  GEORGE  ill. 

8  TolSiy  post  8tO)  wifli  FortnutS)  81s«  boond. 

"  A  large  portion  of  tUs  Important  and  bighlr  mteresting  work  consists  of  letters,  thst 
we  ventnre  to  sav  will  bear  «  eoinparison  for  sterliog  wit,  liveij  humoor,  entertaining  gosrip, 
uqtunt  penooal  sneodotss,  snd  tmlUant  mctures  of  social  life,  in  its  highest  phases,  both  st 
Ssmaaialmwd,  witb  thoMsf  Bsnee  IVislpois  lumUr—CamiJotrml 


10  mXEllESTING  WOKKS 


CAPTAIN  CRAWFOllD'S 

NATAL  EEMINISCMCES;  ; 

cojrpnisiKG 

MEMOIRS  OF  ADMIKALS  SIR  E.  OWEN,  SIRB.  HALLO  WELL 

CAKEW,  Am>  OTHER  DiSTTNGlJISHED  C0]\B1ANI>EBS. 

«  Tola.,  post  8vo,  with  Portraits,  128.  bound.  , 

*''A  trotk  irMeih  oauMt  fin  of  boog  popular  in  every  portion  of  oar  sea-g^t  Isle^  and  6f 
being  read  with  delight  bv  all  wboftd  mtemtfld  in  tb«  riiAthuAM^moaoaisj-^  ' 

}^a,yj.*''-Figm(nUhMeraId, 


SeMOdEditkn,  1  Tolonie,  port  9¥o,  irithPottroit,  lOi.  6d*boQiid» 

"We  have  perased  this  work  with  cstrenM  intonrt;  It  is  «  portnit  of  1Ul«gmuiA  ; 
drawn  by  Iiio  own  hand."— ilforntt^  Fori. 

**  A  nmo  infaweting  work  haa  notiMaofl  fiw  the  pwM  Ibr  many  yeaw.  It  b  in  tralll  i 
a  oompbta  Boravll  aketdi  of  iJio  gnatest  dif^^^ 


HISIOEY  OF  THE  WAR  IN  GERMANY  AiND 
F£A}(C£  IN  1813  &  J8R 

By  Ii»«t-G«i.  the  MAEQUIS  OF  LONDONBKBBT,  Q.CJ,  4c.  (ko,  Jli.  ; 


Nowreadr,  Volume  Xl.j  price  5s.,'tf 

M.  A.  THIERS'  HISTORY  OF  EMNCE 

UNDER  jVfAPOLEON. 

A   SEQUEL   TO  HIS  HISTORY   OP   THE    PBENCH  REVOLUTION. 

Havii^  filled  at  different  times  tlic  high  offices  of  Jlmister  of  the  Interior,  of  I^nanoe. 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  Tresideiit  of  tlie  Council,  M.  Thiers  has  enjoyed  facilities  beyond 
the  reaoi  of  every  other  biographer  of  Napolooa  for  procuring,  from  exclusive  and 
anfhentio  Bovinee,  the  choi<m'  materials  for  his  present  work-  As  guardian  to  the 
archives  of  the  state,  he  had  access  to  diplomatic  papers  and  other  documeotB  of  the 
highest  importance,  hitlierto  known  only  to  a  privUeged  few,  and  the  publication  of  which 
cannot  fuil  to  produce  a  great  sensation.  From  private  sources,  M.  Tliiers,  it  appears,  lios 
also  dexired  much  Talos^o  ii^nnation.  Many  interesting  niNiioirs,  diaries,  and  letters, 
all  hitherto  tmptihliahea,  and  most  of  them  destined  for  polilkal  reasons  to  remain  so, 
Iwye  been  placed  at  his  di^)osa1 ;  while  all  the  leading  characters  of  the  empire,  whawere 
alive  when  the  author  un^rtook  the  present  historj-,  Jiave  supplied  him  with  a  mass  of 
inddents  and  anecdotes  wJiicli  have  never  before  appeared  in  print  ^  :in I  tho  accuracy  and 
•vdne  of  whicli  may  be  inferred  from,  tho  Sack  of  these  pttrtieshaTi^  beeniJunuelfeftej^ 
witneoseaof^  oraotomin,  thc  greatamnitBof.thejfliioa. 

%*  Tlie.paUiBim  .feqnested  to  ho  particnlar. ingwijg  thmr  eordmraftr  "finHnwi^ 

N.B.  Aoy  of  the  voliuaee  may,  £or  the  peeaeot,  be  had  aepazateiy,  at  ds.  cacsh :  and  si^- 
scriben  ara  iiii— flirt  iiMiiiinjililii  IMiii  win  im  mm  ainiiiMiiii.  In  piomili  i1ii|iihfr 
nmt. 
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TK  DUKE  OF  WELLINGTOffS  CAMPAIGN 

IN  THE  NETHEBLANBS  m  1815. 

ComprisiDg  the  Battles  of  Ligny,  Quatre  Bras,  and  Waterloo.  Dloatnited 

hy  Official  Documents. 

By  mLLIAM  BIUDFORD,  Eaq. 

MEMOIfiES  DE  NAPOLEOX  BUOMiKTE. 

•far  U.  DE  BOUfiBIENIIE.   «  vols.,  Sto,  mtb  17  PUtai,  U.  St. 


PtEY:ELATIOKS  OF  RUSSIA. 

JByJVAK  GOLOVINB.  2^1s.,  128. 


LIFE  AND  LETTERS 

OF  THE  EMPRESS  JOSEPHIA'E. 


LOUIS  KATOLEON'S  IDEES  NAPOLEOxMENNES. 

Fliw  is* 


MEMOIRES  DE  LA  EEINE  HOllTENSE. 

'teMtiiAe  U-Bommw,  miaes  en  Musiquc,  arcc  Bortnit«t  12  Ownnviy  ti. 


MEMOIUS  OF  MADEMOISELLE  DE  MONTPEMSIEE. 

Written  I)}-  HFRSELF.   3  \oh  .  post  «vo,  -with  Portrait. 
**  One  of  the  most  dcUgUtiui  and  dccply-imuxsuag  works  we  have  read  for  aJoDff 

LADI  BL£SSI]|[GTOFS  JOUMAL 

OF 

HER  OONVERSATIOKS  WITH  LORD  BIROK. 

C  ilea  per  Edition,  in  8ro,  embellished  with 
Portraits  of  Lady  Blessington  and  Lord  Bjiod,  price  7a.  bound. 

"  The  best  thing  that  has  been  written  on  Lord  ByrOD."'— if^eoftltor* 
'^Unifoin^ acknowledged  to  be  dclir^htful." — A'fhnftttm* 


mmm  dv  edward  cosieli^, 

OP  THE  RIFLE  RMGABE. 

WKITTEK  BY  HMSELF. 

CoopmHig  NancatiTes  of  tixe  Campaigns  in  the  Ifanfimnla  under  the 

Duke  of  Wellington,  and  tbe  C'i\  il  T\";ir  in  Spain. 
Neir  and  Cheapar  Edition,  iritb  l;'ortnit;  of  the  Anthor,  da.  6d.  boaad. 
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ANECDOTES  OT  THE  AIlISTOCrtACY, 

AMD 

EPISODES  IX  ANCESTRAL  STOIiY. 

By  J.  BERNARD  BURKE,  Esq., 

Aothorof    The  History  of  the  Landed  Gentry/'  "  llie  Peerage  and  Baronetage,"  &e. 
SaooHD  AND  Chsapsk  EDcnoir,  2  rols.,  pwi  8to,  Sli.  bomid. 

*•  Mr.  Burke  has  here  given  ua  the  most  curious  incidents,  the  meet  stirring  t^e«,  and 
the  most  remarkable  circumstances  connected  with  the  histories,  public  and  private,  of  oar 
noble  hons^  and  aristocratic  families,  and  has  pat  them  into  a  shape  ^hich  will  preserre 
them  in  the  library,  and  render  them  the  faToarite  stadr  of  thote  who  are  interested  in 
theromineeof  rwifife.  Thtstttoiee,  witli  dltheralilyef  eeteli^^ 
as  much  spirit  as  the  tales  of  BoocedO|  and  are  a*  fbll  of  itnuigie  matter  ftr  reOeeliiiD  and 
amazement.' ' — Britannia. 

"  We  cannot  estimate  too  highly  the  interest  of  Mr.  Burke's  entertaimag  and  instmctiya 
work.  For  the  curious  nature  of  the  details,  the  extraordinary  anecdotes  related,  the 
strange  scenes  described,  it  would  be  difficult  to  iind  a  parallel  for  it  It  will  be  read  by 
avaiy  eaa."-  -JlMirfaf  Tim«f, 

ROMAKXIC  RECORDS  OF  DISTllfGUISHED 

FAMILIES. 

BEOra  TAB  SBOOin)  8BRIBB  09  **A1VIICD0TB8  OF  THB  iAISIOOBAOT.'* 

Bj  J.  B.  BURKE,  Esq. 

2  vols.,  post  8vo,  21s.  bound. 

'*  From  the  copious  materiab  afforded  by  the  history  of  the  £ngliAh  Aristocranr,  Mr. 
Barke  has  made  another  and  a  most  happy  selection,  adding  a  aacflod  wing  tohiabiMteet- 
;   ing  pictare- gallery.    Some  of  the  most  striking,'  incidents  on  reccfd  ill  the  aiioall  of  ll|gb 
and  noble  families  are  here  preseutcd  to  view."— BuU. 


SECRET  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  IRISH  UNION. 

By  SIR  JOKAH  BABBINGTON. 
New  and  Cheaper  ££tiaii*  1  tqL,  8fo^  irith  88  P(nrttiiti,bwuid,  10a.  M* 

PERSONAL  SKETCHES  OF  HIS  OWN  TIMES. 

By  SIB  JONAH  BABBINGTOK. 
Niir  EtitioOt  irfiih  coosidereUa  Adfitiom.  8  foli.  8va^  U  ia. 


WORKS  OF  L.VDY  MORGAN. 

1.  WOMAN  AND  HER  MASTER.    A  History  of  the  Female 

Sex  from  the  earliest  Period.    2  vols.,  128. 

2,  THE  BOOK  OF  THE  BOUDOIR.   2  toIs.,  iOs. 

8.  XIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  SALVATOR  ROSA.   2  Toli.,  12s. 
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JAPAN  AND  THE  JAPANESE, 

Comprising  the  Narrative  of 

A  THREE  TEARS'  CAPTIVITY  IX  JAPAN; 
Willi  «n  Aoeoont  of  Britiah  Oommerdal  Ihteroovrae  vith  lliat  Couabry, 

By  CAPTAIN  GOLOWNIN. 

Nbw  and  Cheaper  Editiox.   2  vols,  post  8vo,  IO3.  bound, 

"No  European  has  been  able,  from  pereoaal  observation  and  experience,  to  communicate 
•  twtii  part    the  mtdl^ience  fanialMd  hy  itaa  mftflr.**— Brlewft  Rtvim, 


NARRATIVE  OF  THE 

TEN  YEARS'  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  ROUND 

THE  WOKLD 

Of  H^S.  «  ADYENXURE"  and  «  BEAGLE,",  under  the  command  of  Captains 

KINO  and  FITZROY. 

Bdition.  2  large  vols.,  8vo,  with  Maps,  Charts,  and  upwards  of  Sixty  IlliMtim* 
tions,  by  Landscer,  and  other  eminent  Artists,  bound,  1^.  lis.  6d. 


ADVENTURES  IN  GEORGIA,  C3IR0ASSIA,  &  RUSSIA. 

^jr  lieatentnt-ColoDel  O.  POULBTT  CAMERON,  C.B.,  Ac  ^ 

2  vob.,  poll  Std,  bom^  lSi« 


NARRATIVE  OF  A  TWO  YEARS*  RESIDENCE  AT 

NINEVEH; 

AND  TRAVELS  IN  MESOPOTAMIA,  ASSYRIA,  AKD  SYRIA,  .. 
With  Eemarlca  on  the  Chaldeans,  Nestorians,  Yezidccs,  &c. 
B7  the  Rev.  J.  P.  PLETCH£R.  Two  vola.,  post  8 vo,  2 1 8.  bound. 


TRAVELS  IN  ALGERIA. 

By  TISCOUMT  FEILDING  and  CAPTAIN  EENNEDT. 
S  fdi.,  pott  SrOtWith  IIlMfoattOD^  bound,  U>. 


NARRATIVE  OF  A  VISIT  TO  THE 

COURTS  OF  VIENNA,  CONSTANTINOPLE, 

ATHENS,  NAPLES,  &c.  &c. 

the  MA KC FirONKSS  OF  LONDONDBBBY.  ' 
8vo,  with  Portrait,  bound,  10s.  6d. 
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LOKD  LINDSArS  LETTERS  OX  THE  HOIY  LAxXD. 

FooBTH  KranoHflZievifled  aact  Con«eted,  1  ToLfpost  Sns  6t.  bonad* 

"  Lord  Lindsay  has  felt  and  recorded  wlat  }i  i^aw  with,  fin  niiiiim     tr|1in<mi1])inir,  Wlfl 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  EAST. 

.  Sm  HENRY  WARD'S  ACCOUNT  OF  MEXICO, 
TH£  Mima  GOMf  MIES,  &c 

S/TCiUh  -lifili  FHAm     Vafiy  Sit. 

IffiS  Cfi£S6£NT  MA' TM  GfiOSS-; 

BOHAHeF  AHF  BEAEITIES  OF  EASTEEIT  TBAVEL 

Bf  ELIOT  trABBUBTOir,  Xfq. 


OB, 

ENOLAKD  IN  THE  NEW  WORLD. 

Sffitod     BLIOT  WABBnBT01ir,  ,E8q;, 

Author  of  "  The  Crescent  and  tlie  Cross." 
FousiB  Am  Chbapbb  Editiok,  2  vols.,  post  8yo,  with  Illastratioiis,  lOs.  Cd.  bound. 
IWiwwuimmd^  Bodnlaga *  imwHi^artOj,  in  easeaaf  of-'onr nadtef ' nttj  as  jet  be 

COLONEL  NAPIER'S 

WILD  SPORTSIN  EUROPE^ASIA,  AND  AFfilOA. 

COLONEL  NAPIER'S'  ^ 

SCENES  MD  SPOETS  IN  I-OIIEKIN  LANDS. 

2  Tolfl.)  with  Nineteen  lilustrauouB  from  original  drawifigs,  bound^SlS* 

OOLONEL  KJiBimSB 

EXCUESIOliS  AIONG  THE  SHORES  OF  THE 

MEDITERRANEAN^. 

S  Toli.,  vith  Illustrations,  bound,  12f* 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


PUBLISHED  FOE  HEKJaX  C0LBUR5T. 


LIGHTS  AKD  SHADES  OF  MIUTARY  UEK 

BAted  by  the  late  Lieutcnant-General  Sir  CHARLES  NAPIER,  Cr.CUK^ 
Commander-in-Chief  in  India,  &o.   I.toL,  8to,  10s.  6cL  bound. 
**NuTatiTe8  of  stirrinx  intent^  irUoh  OtatHdhe  la  Vtublmaitia  every  officer  iu  her 

Sm  JAMES  ALEIAEDER'S  SIM  YEARS' 
EXPLOEAHON  IN  CANADA,  &o. 

2  vols.,  post  8vo,  with  Uttmerous  niastrations,  12s.  botmd. 

**IHpl^ 'in6t  viable  iofdnnstkn  orO&nada  for  tbe  Eiielish  settler,  tbc  Fndi-h 
solSer,  and  tbe  EbiglHifa  Gbrernuieiit ;  ■  wt^  yatious  charms  of  aaventure  and  di  Ecnptiuu 
for  tbe  desidtor)  reader  " — Morning  Chroinclg, 

**Ii»^titiier 'Writer  on  Canada  can  compare  with  tUejodlant  antboir  of  ibe  raesent  Tohmrar 
in     rvMsj  and  iataNrt  of  UanamM^'-^TiNbrJM 


flISTGRY  Of  THE  PE^IISTILAa  WAR. 

A  COMPANION  VOLTBIE  TO  WR.  GLEIG'S 

«OTOB¥  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  WATBftLOOi" 

With  six  Portraits  acd  ^fap,  5s.  botmd. 

**  Eyery  page  of^bis^work  is  fraught  with  unJ)      interest.   We  needed  such  a  hozk  as 
tbis:  one  that  coull  ghre  to  tlie  rising  generation  of  soldiers  a  clear  notion  uf  the  events 
,  iriuw  led  to  the.ex£pisioa  oi  the  French  from  the  Pcnin^ulaJ'— ^^mtecf  SmncAGaaetta, 


COMPRTSTKG  A  COMPLETE 

HISTOEY  OF  THE  WAR  IN  THAT  COUOTJlYi 
Iroaa^tJtes  of  Captain  W.  H.  HALL, 
1  ToLy  f latM,  ;66r  bouiuL 

*'  Capt.  Hall's  narrative  of  ffie  Bandoes  ef  tlie  HtmuSi  is  full  of  Interest,  and  will,  we 
are  sore,  be  valuable  hereafter,  aa:irfMriii|^iaBrt)inMiBWiwtMUaJfciteirite  of  ateva 
nangation." — Qttarkr}»Ji«oimD, 

**A mikulikfa iriiniito ife ilaea YmoSa tiiat ef  Oaptaia Gook.*'— ITmI^  CkemUh, 


LEAVES  £fiidtt     IwkDi%'»  BIMbSi  OF  HER 

IHAYELS  m  AFRICA. 


MK.  ReSS'S  YACHT  VOYAGE 

TO  D£20£AfiK,  NORWAY,  AXD  S^\T^DEN,  IN  LQBI><BODNfiffS 

Sec(md  Edition,  6a. 
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POETICAL  WOBKS  OF  BAKRI  CORNWALL. 

1  Y(^y  6f.  bomid. 


ZOOLOGICAL  RECREATIONS. 

Bj  W.  J.  BKODEEIP,  E8q.,F.R.S. 

Chkafer  Kditioit,  1  vol,  post  8vo,  68.  bound. 

"  We  believe  we  do  not  «u||gent«  in  ttaing  that,  dnos  the  poUioKtidii  of  White's 
*K^iral  History  of  Selbonie,*  and  of  fh«  'bitradnctimi  to  Entomoldgj^*  hy  fibHby  and 

Spence,no  work  in  our  lungua/:;^  Is  better  calculated  than  the  *  Zoological  Becreati  jns'  to 
fiufil  ibe  avowed  aim  of  ite  authoi^to  furnish  a  hand-book  which  maj  oheriah  or  awaken 


IHE  WANDERER  IN  ITALY,  SWITZERLAND, 

FRANCE,  ANU  SPAIN. 
By  T.  ADOLPHUS  TROLLOPE,  Esq.   1  toL,  6a.  booiwU 


MEUOIES  Of  A  GREEK  LADY, 

Tf  AAovltd  Da»clit«r  of  Ih*  lifee  Qmn  OtvoUM. 

WBITTEN  BT  HEBSSLF. 
%  Tdnmef,  post  8ro,  price  Us.,  bound. 


MEMOIRS  Of  PRINCE  ALBERT; 

Aim  THE  HOUSE  OF  8AX0NT. 

Seoond  Bdition,  reviled,  with  Additions,  lij  Aadioillj. 
1  ToL,  post  8to^  wltli  Portreit,  IkniimI»  6i. 


POFULAE  WOBKS  OF  PICTION. 


PASSAGES  m  THE  LIFE  OF 
MRS-HABOAfiBT  HAITLAKD.OF  8UN. 

i  ^'TSroB.  Written  by  Heuselp.  New  and 
Cheaper  Bdttion.  1  v.,  fie.  bound. 

MB.  WARBURTON'S  BEGI- 
KAID  HASTINGS.  Third  sad  OhMQier 
tion.  1  v.,  lOs.  6d.  I 


NATHALIE.    By  Julia  KjlY^- 
Author  of  "  Madeline,"  s  r..  Us. 

FALKLAND.  B/SirKBoMraB 
Ltttow.  It., {». 

VIOLET.  A  Portrdture  of  HoiBill 
I^iona  and  Character,  t  lOi. 


Digitized  by 


Digitized  by  Google 


••'    BOUND  BV 
•  //ESTLEVS  .«  C 
i  FRIAR  STREtT 
LONDON 


Digitized  by  Google 


